THE WEEKLY CONNECTION

ONE IN JESUS... REACHING MANY! Week of April 2, 2026
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
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MISSION INEVITABLE | An Easter Worship Series

Join us this Easter season as we journey through the risen Christ’s ongoing work among His people.
Beginning in the upper room, where Jesus speaks peace into fear, we follow him through the Scriptures,
the Shepherd’s voice, His promises of a prepared place and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Along the way
we discover that the resurrection was never the end of the story - it was the beginning of a mission
that cannot be stopped. The same Jesus who died and rose now sends, equips, and sustains His church
to proclaim repentance and forgiveness to the end of the Earth. Because He lives, His mission is
inevitable - and by His grace, we are a part of it.

HOLY BAPTISM
5:00 PM - Saturday after service private baptism of Henry David Swain and Daniel
Archie Swain, sons of David and Whitney Swain
9:30 AM - Margaret Joyce Bessolo, daughter of Daniel and Emily Bessolo
11:00 AM - Isaiah David Panning, son of Zachery and Justine Panning
Alexia Ann Gonyeau, daughter of Tim and Amanda Gonyeau

For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself. — Acts 2:39




TRADITIONAL PRAISE WORSHIP OUTLINE

Second Sunday of Easter | April 12, 2026

Service Elements taken from the Divine Service, Setting Three, Pew Hymnal pg. 184
All hymns will also be found in the pew hymnal and on the screen.

PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN: He’s Risen, He’s Risen LSB #480, stz 1-4
SERVICE OF THE WORD LSB p.184
Invocation
Confession LSB p.151
Hymn of Praise: He’s Risen, He’s Risen LSB #480, stz 5
Prayer of the Day
New Testament Reading: Acts 5:29-42 Worship Bible p.913
Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 Worship Bible p. 1014
Alleluia LSB #952
Holy Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 Worship Bible p.906
THE APOSTLES’ CREED Screen
HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB #470 v. 1-6
MESSAGE Pastor Steve Grafe
HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB #470v. 7-8
PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: Alleluia, Song of Gladness LSB #417v.1& 4

COMMUNION - THE LORD’'S SUPPER - WHAT WE BELIEVE

The Bible teaches that along with the bread and wine of Holy Communion we also
receive the true body and blood of our Savior. Jesus’ own words, “this is my body” and
“this is my blood for the forgiveness of sins” reveal His Real Presence in the sacrament
(Luke 22, | Cor. 10:15-16). The Bible also teaches (1 Cor. 11:23-32) the Lord’s Supper,
properly received brings great blessings, but improperly received without
understanding can actually incur God’s judgment. If you are a baptized Christian who
has been instructed in the Biblical teaching of communion, please feel free to commune
today. If you have any questions, please first speak to a pastor.

As you come forward, gluten free wafers are available by request, as well as individual cup choice of
wine or lighter colored non-alcoholic grape juice (located in the center of the trays). Common cup is
also offered during Traditional Praise services at the altar only. During regular worship weekends, the
Lord's Supper is celebrated in Traditional Praise on the first and third weekends of the month; and in
Modern Praise on the second and fourth weekends of the month. On months with a fifth Sunday,
Communion will be served at both Traditional and Modern Praise services.




BIBLICAL DISCOVERY

GET INTO GET INTO THE WORD | Winter Bible Studies & LIFEgroups
T\ bl Members & guests alike, all are invited to take a ——
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moment to see what follows in this guide as we seek ; ""“'i B

to make studying and experiencing God’s presence ;%af:x‘;,ﬁ% '_f:r‘f

through Word as accessible as possible! From :

children to seniors, men and women, Bible basics to E 4;%% Erigh:

/ more in-depth studies, there truly is something for ::FF.d—x'.M.!‘“‘.-
~ ) | everyone no matter your age, life circumstance, or

e schedule! Scan the QR Code or visit our website to get the latest edition!

VOICES FROM THE MARGINS: A STUDY ON THE “MINOR”

EPISTLES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT % JoICES FoN Tﬂf MA@I W
Pastor’s Bible Study | Sundays at 9:30 AM | Concordia Hall : ’ SILDL L

Join our Pastors on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM in Concordia .

Hall. We are familiar with Romans, Philippians, 1 and 2 ; »x Psmsagﬁm
Corinthians, but what about the smaller Epistles? John’s letters, | h CONCORDIA HALL
Peter’s letters, or even Philemon? We are covering these three, "

chapter by chapter, and hearing from the “margins”, the lesser e D

known letters. We can’t wait to see you! For more information, contact Pastor Tyler at
pastortyler@stjohnrochester.org.

HOLY WEEK PODCAST
Pastor Tyler and Trevor talk about Holy Week with — [®);
Pastor Joel Werner (Christ Our Savior, Livonia) on
this week's episode of Suffering Servants. From
Palm Sunday, to the Upper Room on Maundy :
Thursday, to the Cross on Friday, all the way to the  [®])
empty tomb on Easter Sunday, we walk through it all ~—

JcjoukNey or Noty il highlighting the implications for us as believers in Christ. We pray the
conversation adds to your meditation as Holy Week begins this weekend! Scan the QR code or find
Suffering Servants wherever you listen to podcasts!
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READING & INTERPRETING THE BIBLE | Wednesdays at 6:00 PM starting April 15 | Concordia Hall

The Wednesday night Adult Bible Study is beginning a new series. In this course, Chad
Bird invites you into the grand story of Scripture, a story that stretches from Genesis to
Revelation and is still alive and speaking today. You’ll learn how to read both carefully
and confidently, paying attention to context and genre while following the Bible’s
overarching narrative that always leads us to Christ and our life in Him. This course
introduces essential interpretive tools for reading the Bible with clarity, depth, and
faithfulness, equipping you to hear God’s voice in His Word and to teach and share the
Scriptures with confidence. For more information contact Bob Danielson at cornell eng@hotmail.com.
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS

Tuesdays at 7:00 PM starting April 14 | Church Library

This is a new women’s bible study, beginning on April 14. All women are
welcome to join, as we read through and study the Book of Esther. Watch
as God unfolds the beautiful plan of a seemingly young and
inexperienced girl who ends up becoming a bold and mighty queen,
saving the lives of the exiled Jews in Persia. Let’s explore and find the
gems hidden in these chapters, and watch as the drama unfolds, and the 223
secret plans and agendas come to life in this epic life story of Esther. No workbooks, no homework |ust
bring a Bible, a pen, and an open heart! For more information, please contact Sue Stingu at
suestingu@gmail.com or text (248)321-0572.

DAD’S BIBLE STUDY | Wednesdays at 6:00 AM | Luther Hall

This study is intended for dads of all ages and walks of faith as we grow in God's Word together, learn
what it means to lead our families well, and receive encouragement in the highest calling God has for
men. Join us on Wednesday mornings (even if you have to leave early) as we pick a book of the Bible
and read through it with discussion. Coffee and bagels/donuts will be provided, so that we don't miss
out on breakfast before work! Contact Pastor Tyler at pastortyler@stjohnrochester.org.

MOM'’S BIBLE STUDY | Rooted Together: Moms Growing in Faith

1st & 3rd Fridays at 2:00 PM | Luther Hall

This study creates a welcoming community for moms seeking deeper roots in Christ and stronger
connections with one another. Pastor Tyler will be sharing Scripture, prayer, and honest conversation
as we grow together in faith while navigating the joys and challenges of motherhood. Whether you’re
new to faith or have walked with Jesus for years, you’re invited to come for encouragement and growth
alongside other moms. Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month (MomCo off-weeks) at
2:00 PM in Luther Hall before student pick-up! Contact Beth Lowell at ealowell1i@gmail.com.

SHARED LIFE

OWLS LUNCHEON | Friday, April 17 at Noon | Concordia Hall

Our April OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans in Service) Luncheon/Fellowship
event will feature a presentation on "Human Trafficking” by Deb Ellinger,
the Executive Director and Founder of Elli's House 313. Invite a friend -- all
ages welcome! We will meet in lower-level Concordia Hall Friday, April 17,
beginning with lunch at Noon. Our menu will include chili and beverages
provided by our volunteer ministry team. Attendees, if able, are requested
to bring the following potluck items: Last Name A-H (desserts), and Last
Name J-Z (salads/side dishes).

Those wishing to attend the presentation only may join us at 12:45 PM. For anyone requiring
transportation, we will try to accommodate you. To assist with planning, please pre-register with Roger
Guetzkow at 248-622-1606 or email riguetzkow(@comcast.net by Tuesday, April 14.
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MEN’S BREAKFAST EVENT

Saturday, April 18 at 8:00 AM | Gymnasium

Gentlemen, join us on Saturday, April 18 at 8:00 AM for
a delicious breakfast provided by our men’s team and
connect with other believers who are humbly seeking to
grow as men of faith. We will gather to have breakfast
and fellowship with each other while listening to Rev.
Dr. David Maier, former president of the Michigan
District, LCMS. Pastor Maier’s topic is DISCIPLESHIP &
MISSION: Recognizing Our Twin DNA Strands.
Register now by scanning the QR code or visiting
stjohnrochester.org/event/mens_breakfast.

GRIEF SHARE | Saturdays at 10:00 AM | Church Library
G R”: F SHARE Grief Share is a special weekly support group offering comfort,
- answers, and hope. It is designed to help you rebuild your life after
losing a loved one and is led by caring people who have experienced
grief and want to help you through the days ahead. This group meets

Saturdays at 10:00 AM in the Church Library and runs until May 16. For more information, please contact
Terry Priestly at tpriestley@stjohnrochester.org

OPEN POSITION | FULL-TIME CAMPUS PORTER

We have an immediate need for a full-time Campus Porter. The ideal candidate would be able to work
a flexible schedule to provide coverage midday to early evening through the school year. Tasks would
include cleaning and restocking the school facilities, sweeping, vacuuming floors, and removal of the
trash. Interested candidates should contact our Director of Operations, Steve Gauss
sgauss(@stjohnrochester.org or our Facility Team Lead, Mark Siewert msiewert@stjohnrochester.org

QUILTING GROUP | 2nd and 4th Mondays in Room 128

Are you looking for a meaningful way to share your time and enjoy fellowship with
other women? The St. John Quilting Group invites you to join their mission of
bringing warmth and comfort to those in need. Together, they create handmade
quilts that are distributed globally to the poor and displaced. No sewing skills are
required. If you can pin, thread a needle, or tie a knot, that’s all that is needed! We
would love to see you there. For more information, please contact Susan Walker at
susanwalker749@yahoo.com.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) | Tuesdays at 1:00 PM and Fridays at 9:30 PM | Mary Martha
St. John hosts an adult ESL (English as a Second Language) group twice a week. The group meets on
Tuesdays (1:00 PM - 3:00 PM) and Fridays (9:30 AM - 11:30 AM). People from all around the world gather
for conversation, learning, and friendship. Our wonderful volunteers from St. John offer warm smiles
and encouragement as the group practices their English and builds connections. These gatherings are
open to everyone in the community, and no sign-up is needed - just come and join the conversation!
Please share our group with any English language learners you know! If you are interested in
volunteering or have questions, please contact Audrey Kiehl at 248-396-2220 or
Audrey.kiehl@hotmail.com.



https://www.stjohnrochester.org/event/mens_breakfast
mailto:tpriestley@stjohnrochester.org
mailto:sgauss@stjohnrochester.org
mailto:msiewert@stjohnrochester.org
mailto:susanwalker749@yahoo.com
mailto:Audrey.kiehl@hotmail.com

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS
Thanks for all the support and prayers for our American Red Cross Blood Drive, held on the final day of
our National Lutheran Schools Week Celebration. We exceeded our donor goal set by the Red Cross by
more than 33%! We also had nearly 25% first time donors. The blood donation will go towards helping
save countless lives.

VESTRY, ELDERS, AND FOUNDATION NOMINATIONS BEING ACCEPTED

"The greatest among you is the one who serves." Matthew 23:11 These humble words
of Jesus set the tone for what it means to be great in the Kingdom of God. Taking on
aleadershiprole at St. John as a member of the Vestry, Elders, or Foundation is about
humble service to Jesus and others. Nominations are now being accepted for
individuals to serve on Vestry, Elders, and Foundation. Please pray for those whom
you know that may be a blessing to Christ's ministry at St. John and if He leads you to do so, complete
a nomination form (available in the pastoral office or main office) and submit it to the pastoral office.
What anincredible opportunity to use the talents that the Lord has blessed us with, to make a difference
in furthering His work! Scan the QR code for more information.

It’s not as scary as it sounds! An endowment is simply an invested pool of
ST. JOHN FOUNDATION money designed to provide ongoing financial support for a specific
purpose, while preserving the original gifts. That’s it!

ST. JOHN FOUNDATION UPDATE | Ever Wondered What an Endowment Is?
Tiday's Gifs for Tomorron P

Here at St. John, visionary leaders in the 1980s established an endowment to provide lasting financial
support for the church and school, essentially forever. Each year, that support is distributed through
grants exclusively benefiting St. John’s ministries.

As the endowment grows through investment returns and additional gifts, so does the amount available
for grants. As of this writing, the endowment has grown to over $3.2 million, providing $137,000 in
grants for 2026 - praise God!

We use a consistent (and admittedly a bit boring!) formula to determine the annual grant pool: 80% of a
five-year average of investment returns, less administrative expenses. This approach helps ensure
stability and sustainability from year to year. Our mission is to steward these resources wisely so that
Christ is made known to future generations at St. John.

Thank you from the Foundation Board! If you ever have any questions about our work, please reach
out anytime at Foundation(@stjohnrochester.org.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Open Enrollment is ongoing based on availability. If you would like to schedule a family tour for
Preschool to 8th grade, or if you would like to schedule a Student Shadow Visit for a child entering
sth - - 8th grades, please contact Beth Dameron, Director of  Admissions
at bdameron@stjohnrochester.org or visit school.stjohnrochester.org/admissions.

ROBOTICS NIGHT AT ST. JOHN | Monday, May 11, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Curious about robotics? Join us for an open house as St. John
launches a new K-8 FIRST Robotics program. Drop in anytime
between 6 and 8 PM to see real robots from all three program
tiers (FLL Explore, FLL Challenge, and FTC), demoed by visiting
teams from local FIRST leagues. Kids can build a take-home
bristlebot and race LEGO cars on a gravity ramp. Pizza will be
provided. The event is open to all - St. John families and friends
from the community are welcome. We're also looking for parents interested in coaching to come learn
what's involved. Please scan the RSVP QR code to register for this event. Program registration
information will be available.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS | Now Accepting Applications

Applications are being accepted for substitute teachers for the current school
year. Candidates must have a have a bachelor’s degree and be able to pass a
background check. Prior teaching experience is helpful but not required.
Candidates should have a love for Jesus and a love for children. Interested
candidates should email their resume to Interim Principal Elizabeth Leinberger
at eleinberger@stjohnrochester.org.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL | Sundays at 9:30 AM

| Children ages 4 years to 6th grade are welcome and encouraged to join us
' every Sunday in the school wing for Sunday School! There are no attendance
requirements! If you have any questions regarding Sunday School, please
contact the Pastoral Office at church@stjohnrochester.org.

Sign up for our Sunday School emadil list to get updates! Sign up at the Sunday School kiosk or on our
website at stjiohnrochester.org/groups/childrens-sunday-school

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH | Sundays at 12:30 - 2:30 PM l . e“
Meets most Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Youth Room. Check your weekly emails
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

for meeting locations and details. For more information, please contact Melissa
Hammett at mhammett@stjohnrochester.org. . ' I “ I

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH | Sundays at 6:00 - 8:00 PM I I r J v '
Meets most Sundays at 6:00 PM in the Youth Room. Check your weekly emails for
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

meeting locations and details. For more information, please contact Melissa I I ' ) 'LI

Hammett at mhammett(@stjohnrochester.org
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SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE

Your continued financial support and partnership in the ministry and mission of @
St. John Lutheran Church & School is so important and is making a huge difference :
in changing lives for eternity in Jesus’ name! If you are worshiping onsite, offerings
can be placed in the designated areas outside the sanctuary. You can also scan the
provided QR code to give online or visit our website stjohnrochester.org/give/. If
you have any questions, please contact our Director of Operations, Steve Gauss, at

®

sgauss@stjohnrochester.org. GIVE NOW
COMPASSIONATE SERVICE
THANK YOU

Thank you to our incredible St. John volunteers, who are the hands and feet of
Jesus, bringing hope and compassion to life through vital outreach efforts like our
mobile food pantry and by working alongside our Mission Partners - including
St. Paul in Pontiac, Family of God in Detroit, Rochester Neighborhood House,
Crossroads Care Center, and more. Through you we are turning faith into action!
We are deeply grateful for your hearts for service as we continue to grow
together, remaining One in Jesus...Reaching Many!

STAY CONNECTED!

If you are interested in upcoming and on-going service opportunities, please contact our Mission Liaison
Coordinator Jennie Eller at jeller@stjohnrochester.org, or sign up for People Helping People emails to
receive regular updates by scanning the QR code.

JOIN THE OFFERING COUNT TEAM

The faith family of St. John is tremendously blessed with amazing volunteers! One such area which
usually goes unnoticed, but is critically important, is our Offering Count Team. The count teams have a
monthly rotation - so serving is usually once a month for 1-2 hours. Volunteers must be able to pass a
background check. If you have a desire to serve in this important role, please contact Steve Gauss
sgauss(@stjohnrochester.org.
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CONSTANT PRAYER

LET US PRAY FOR WHATEVER IS ON YOUR HEART =

To submit a prayer requesl’;, pleasederlnali(l Dra\;]er@stiohlnrEchesteg.ol:E THE | L CALL UPON ME,

at any time or visit our website and click on the prayer link toward the 5

bottom of the homepage. These requests are received by our pastors AND CUME AND PRAY

and are passed along (or kept confidential when requested) to our AND | WILL HEAR n-
,

prayer warriors and are also included in our weekend worship. S

Healing & Peace: Janet Hopkins - hospitalized with broken hip / Atefeh’s mother-in-law / Carol Harrell -
hip surgery after fall

Strength & Guidance: Call Team for our Youth & Family ministry director / Safe travel for the 8th Grade
Washington, D.C. trip

Gospel Impact: Upcoming Men’s Breakfast

Baptisms: Henry David Swain & Daniel Archie Swain - sons of David and Whitney Swain [ Margaret Joyce
Bessolo - daughter of Daniel and Emily Bessolo / Isaiah David Panning - son of Zachery and Justine
Panning / Alexia Ann Gonyeau - daughter of Tim and Amanda Gonyeau

Thanksgiving: Melodee and Mike Dunn’s 54th wedding anniversary
Community/Nation/World: Continued turmoil in the Middle East

Persecuted Church: Of the many areas in the world where Christian persecution exists, Nigeria is top of
the list as the deadliest nation for believers. On Palm Sunday a massacre in the city of Jos killed over 30
people. The following week a dozen more lives were claimed during Easter celebrations across central
Nigeria.

RELATIONAL WITNESS

WATCH & SHARE PREVIOUS SERMONS

While nothing replaces the experience of gathering in the same space with
others in worship, prayer, and praise, we sincerely hope our online worship
resources help you connect wherever you are with the loving promises of your
Savior Jesus. Previous sermons can be found on our YouTube Channel at
http://www.youtube.com/@stjohnrochester810 or scan the QR Code. Make
sure to Like and Subscribe!

FIND US ON YOUTUBE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

Another great way to stay connected to your St. John family and ongoing news
and events is follow us on Facebook and Instagram! Find us on Facebook at
@StJohnLutheranChurch&School and on Instagram at @StJohnRochester.
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COMPASSIONATE SERVICE

VBS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY | June 22-26

To support the 450 children expected at VBS, we are

looking for many volunteers to help share the love of ‘

Jesus with ourkids!  yolunteers: 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Cleaning Crew: 12:30 - 1:30 PM

If you can spend the week or even one day helping, please scan the
QR Code to register or visit https://www.stjohnrochester.org/event/2026vbs/.
Information or questions? email vbs@stjohnrochester.org.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
The Sunday School team is looking for 1-2 specific adult
olunteers to help some of God's children with the highest-
' needs. If you are called to work with kids who have unique sets
f needs, while providing them with an opportunity to share in
' God's at Sunday School in diverse ways, please contact Terry

JOIN THE TRADITIONAL PRAISE TECH TEAM!

Have you ever wanted to go "behind the scenes" to learn the
basics of video and sound production? We are looking for
enthusiastic volunteers to join our Traditional Praise team for an
easy, low-pressure way to serve that only requires arriving 15
minutes before the service.

No experience necessary! We will provide all the training you need over 3
weeks, so come help us bring our worship to life! For more information contact
Trevor Noonan, our Director of Modern Praise and Worship Arts at
tnoonan@stjohnrochester.org.

FAMILY OF GOD | May 3, 2026

The first Sunday of each month our St. John family provides a meal to Family of God
Church in Detroit. Our next serve event is May 3. There are several ways you can help:

1.Donate Food: Sign up to donate specific items by visiting the link below. Donations can be
dropped off to the St. John School front desk during office hours.
2.Meal Prep Team: Help prepare food (at St. John) after worship on May 3.

3.Greet & Serve: Travel to Family of God (carpool leaves St. John at 2:00 PM) to greet and
serve the meal.

SIGN UP NOW AT:
www.stjohnrochester.org/FOG2026 or scan the QR code!
For more information, please contact our Mission Liaison

Coordinator, Jennie Eller, at jeller@stjohnrochester.org.




WEEK AT A GLANCE: APRIL 13-19

Here is a highlight of activities happening on campus this week.

Monday, April 13
9:00 AM - Quilters Guild (Room 128)
7.00 PM - Elders (Luther Hall)

Tuesday, April 14

8:45 AM - Women of Prayer (Church Library)
1:00 PM - ESL (Mary Martha)

7:00 PM - Sue Stingu Bible Study (Luther Hall)

Wednesday, April 15

6:00 AM - Dad's Bible Study (Luther Hall)

8:40 AM - Mom's Morning Prayer Group (Nursery)

8:45 AM - Chapel (Sanctuary)

2:00 PM - The Way of Wisdom - Ladies Bible Study (Concordia)
5:00 PM - Brass Ensemble Practice (Choir Loft)

6:00 PM - Bell Choir Practice (Choir Loft)

6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study (Concordia)

Thursday, April 16

8:30 AM - MomCo Leadership Meeting (Luther Hall)

10:00 AM - The Lutheran Witness - Men's Bible Study (Church Library)
1:00 PM - International Bible Study (Mary Martha)

7:00 PM - Choir Practice (Choir Loft)

Friday, April 17

9:30 AM - ESL (Mary Martha)

12:00 PM - OWLS Luncheon (Concordia Hall)
2:00 PM - Mom's Bible Study (Luther Hall)

Saturday, April 18
8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast Event (Gymnasium)
10:00 AM - Griefshare (Church Library)

..\ ..

Sunday, April 19

9:30 AM - Pastor's Bible Study (Concordia Hall)

9:30 AM - Sunday School (School Wing)

12:00 PM - FOG Bagged Lunch Prep (Church Kitchen)
12:30 PM - Middle School Youth (Youth Room/Gym)
6:00 PM - High School Youth (Youth Room)

Clle ip

/
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Worship Schedule
Traditional Praise: Sundays at 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM (also online), and 11:00 AM

Modern Praise: Saturdays at 5:00 PM | Sundays at 10:45 AM (also online)
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