
 
 
 

 
 

MISSION INEVITABLE | Certain Future, Bold Witness 
Join us this Easter season as we journey through the risen Christ’s ongoing work among His people. 
Beginning in the upper room, where Jesus speaks peace into fear, we follow him through the Scriptures, 
the Shepherd’s voice, His promises of a prepared place and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Along the way 
we discover that the resurrection was never the end of the story - it was the beginning of a mission 
that cannot be stopped. The same Jesus who died and rose now sends, equips, and sustains His church 
to proclaim repentance and forgiveness to the end of the Earth. Because He lives, His mission is 
inevitable - and by His grace, we are a part of it.  
 
GUEST PASTOR BJ FOUTS  
This weekend we welcome Pastor BJ "Zephyr" Fouts, Executive Director of 
Camp Concordia in Gowen, MI. He earned a degree in Theological Languages 
from Concordia University in River Forest, Illinois and a Masters of Divinity 
from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. Pastor Fouts previously led a large 
Nebraska congregation, and served as an advisor, staff trainer, and retreat 
leader at Camp Luther in Nebraska for several years.  
 

He and his wife Jessica have four children. He is known to be an excellent 
storyteller, and enjoys officiating football, basketball, and many more sports.  

THE WEEKLY CONNECTION 
ONE IN JESUS…REACHING MANY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION 

Week of May 3, 2026 



  
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter | May 3, 2026 
 

All hymns will also be found in the pew hymnal and on the screen. 
 

PRELUDE: Glorious Light                                                                                               Jubilate Bell Choir (8:00/9:30)  
OPENING HYMN: Alleluia, Jesus is Risen LSB #474 
SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 Invocation/Opening Verses                                                                                                                             Screen 
 Confession LSB p.151 
 Gloria Screen 
 Prayer of the Day  
 First Reading: Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60  
 Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10  
 Alleluia LSB #952
 Holy Gospel Reading: John 14:1-14  
 

THE NICENE CREED Screen 
HYMN OF THE DAY: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                                                                                   LSB #633 
MESSAGE Pastor BJ Fouts 
PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER 
PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER                                                                                                          Screen 
DISTRIBUTION 
ANTHEM: The King of Glory                                                                                         Jubilate Bell Choir (8:00/9:30) 
HYMN: Jesus Comes Today with Healing                                                                                                               LSB #620 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE/PRAYER/BENEDICTION 
CLOSING HYMN: You Are the Way; through You Alone LSB #526 

 
 
 
 

TRADITIONAL PRAISE WORSHIP OUTLINE 



  
 

VOICES FROM THE MARGINS: A STUDY ON THE “MINOR” 
EPISTLES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Pastor’s Bible Study | Sundays at 9:30 AM | Concordia Hall 
Join our Pastors on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM in Concordia 
Hall. We are familiar with Romans, Philippians, 1 and 2 
Corinthians, but what about the smaller Epistles? John’s letters, 
Peter’s letters, or even Philemon? We are covering these three, 
chapter by chapter, and hearing from the “margins”, the lesser 
known letters. We can’t wait to see you! For more information, 
contact Pastor Tyler at pastortyler@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

DAD’S BIBLE STUDY | Wednesdays at 6:00 AM | Luther Hall 
This study is intended for dads of all ages and walks of faith as we grow in God's Word together, learn 
what it means to lead our families well, and receive encouragement in the highest calling God has for 
men. Join us on Wednesday mornings (even if you have to leave early) as we pick a book of the Bible 
and read through it with discussion. Coffee and bagels/donuts will be provided, so that we don't miss 
out on breakfast before work! Contact Pastor Tyler at pastortyler@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

MOM’S BIBLE STUDY | Rooted Together: Moms Growing in Faith 
1st & 3rd Fridays at 2:00 PM | Luther Hall 
This study creates a welcoming community for moms seeking deeper roots in Christ and stronger 
connections with one another. Pastor Tyler will be sharing Scripture, prayer, and honest conversation 
as we grow together in faith while navigating the joys and challenges of motherhood. Whether you’re 
new to faith or have walked with Jesus for years, you’re invited to come for encouragement and growth 
alongside other moms. Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month (MomCo off-weeks) at 
2:00 PM in Luther Hall before student pick-up! Contact Beth Lowell at ealowell1@gmail.com. 
 

READING & INTERPRETING THE BIBLE | Wednesdays at 6:00 PM | Concordia Hall 
This is a 1517 course, led by Chad Bird and invites you into the grand story of Scripture, 
a story that stretches from Genesis to Revelation and is still alive and speaking today. 
You’ll learn how to read both carefully and confidently, paying attention to context 
and genre while following the Bible’s overarching narrative that always leads us to 
Christ and our life in Him. This course introduces essential interpretive tools for 
reading the Bible with clarity, depth, and faithfulness, equipping you to hear God’s 

voice in His Word and to teach and share the Scriptures with confidence. For more information contact 
Bob Danielson at cornell_eng@hotmail.com. 
 

THE BOOK OF ESTHER: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS  
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM | Luther Hall 
All women are welcome to join, as we read through and study the Book of 
Esther. Watch as God unfolds the beautiful plan of a seemingly young and 
inexperienced girl who ends up becoming a bold and mighty queen, saving 
the lives of the exiled Jews in Persia. Let’s explore and find the gems hidden 
in these chapters, and watch as the drama unfolds, and the secret plans and 
agendas come to life in this epic life story of Esther. No workbooks, no 
homework, just bring a Bible, a pen, and an open heart! For more information, please contact Sue Stingu 
at suestingu@gmail.com or text (248)321-0572. 

BIBLICAL DISCOVERY 
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CONGREGATION BUDGET FORUM | Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 PM 
A Congregation Budget Forum will be held on Wednesday, May 6 at 
7:00 PM in Luther Hall to review and gain feedback on budget 
scenarios we are planning to present for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. 
We encourage all to attend to see what is proposed for the coming 
fiscal year in the context of our St. John strategic ministry and 
mission directions. We are excited to share the potential of what is 

ahead as the Lord continues to have His way among us, and your feedback is critical. 
 
CONGREGATION MEETING | Sunday, May 17 at 12:30 PM 
This important annual meeting will include the election of lay 
leadership (Vestry, Elders, and St. John Foundation Governors) as 
well as a presentation of the annual budget and vote for approval. 
The following individuals are candidates for the respective elected 
office: (an * denotes incumbent) 
 
ELDERS (15 openings) 
Nate Benter* 
Mike Dunn 
Barry Jenkins 
Paul Looker 
Tim Noonan* 
Bob Novack* 
Ed Potoczak* 
Mark Rafdal* 

 
Karl Reading 
Michael Reinhold* 
Tom Rowe 
Aaron Roggow 
Brett Torgler 
Tom Vitu* 
Karl Weber 
Sarmed Yokhana 

FOUNDATION (2 openings) 
Brian Evanson* 
Dave Hofmeister 
 
VESTRY (3 openings) 
Dave Scharrer* 
Brian Bonner 
Steve Kiehl 
Krista Nesbit 

 
 

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTES 
St. John Lutheran Church & School, 
in collaboration with The Veteran's 
Tribute of Oakland Township 
(VTOT), will be honoring our Fallen 
Veterans this Memorial Day. If you 
would like to recognize a departed 
military hero please scan the QR or 

visit this page https://www.stjohnrochester.org/event/memorial-day-2026 to submit a name to be 
included in a special article in the Memorial Day Connection. Please submit by May 18. 
 

The VTOT is also conducting a solemn Memorial Day ceremony. The event is free and open to the public, 
from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM on Monday, May 25 at the Veteran’s Tribute of Oakland Township located at 
5236 Adams Rd, just south of the intersection at Silver Bell Rd.  Veterans’ names will be read aloud, 
followed by the ringing of a ceremonial bell and a moment of silence. You can opt-in to this tribute 
during name submission. 

SHARED LIFE 
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GRACE CENTERS OF HOPE DONATION DAY | Saturday, May 9 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM  
Just in time for your Spring cleaning, our Grace Centers of Hope Donation Day will be 
here at St. John Lutheran Church & School, Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM. 
Items will only be accepted during this time frame. Bring your gently used items and 
give hope to others. For questions or to volunteer to help with this event 
contact Jennie Eller at Jeller@stjohnrochester.org. Scan the QR for helpful 
item guidelines. If you do not wish to transport large items like furniture,  
call Grace Centers of Hope at 1-855-4357-424 to schedule a pickup. 
 

OWLS LUNCHEON | Friday, May 15 at 12:00 PM | Concordia Hall 
The May OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans in Service) Luncheon/Fellowship event will 
feature a presentation on "Generation to Generation - Leaving a Legacy of Love" by 
well-known author and presenter Elise Arndt.  This presentation should be of 
special interest to every parent and grandparent.  We will meet in lower-level 
Concordia Hall Friday, May 15, beginning with lunch at Noon.  The menu will include 

chicken cordon bleu and beverages provided by the volunteer ministry team.  Attendees, if able, are 
requested to bring the following potluck items:  Last Name A-K (salads/side dishes), and Last Name L-Z 
(desserts).   
 

Invite a friend – all ages welcome!   Folks wishing to attend the presentation only may join us at 12:45 
PM.  For anyone requiring transportation, we will try to accommodate you.  To assist with planning, 
please pre-register with Roger Guetzkow at 248-622-1606 or email rjguetzkow@comcast.net by 
Tuesday, May 12. 
 
OWLS Invitation to Matinee Performance of “Annie” | May 14 at 12:30 PM | LHNW 
St. John’s OWLS invite you to attend Lutheran High School Northwest’s special matinee performance 
of the musical “Annie” on Thursday, May 14, beginning at 12:30 PM.  There is no admission charge for 
this fun-filled event. We will meet at LHNW, 1000 Bagley Avenue in Rochester Hills (West of Livernois 
and just South of M59).  Reserved parking will be available at LHNW’s Main Entrance.  Lunch will not be 
provided for this event.  Please RSVP to Roger Guetzkow at 248-622-1606 or email 
rjguetzkow@comcast.net by Tuesday, May 12, for this OWLS-sponsored activity.  Bring a friend! 
 

 

 
 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
Are you or someone you know seeking a Christ-centered 
school with challenging academics, a variety of extra-
curricular opportunities, and a team of nurturing, 
experienced educators? We invite you to check out St. 
John Lutheran School! We are currently accepting 
applications for the 2026-2027 school year for Preschool 
3’s, Young 5’s, and 2nd to 8th grades now through May 31. For more information about our school and 
enrollment, visit school.stjohnrocheter.org/admissions. 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 
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TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK | May 3-7 
We give thanks to God for our incredible teachers as we celebrate Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Our Parent Network will be providing various treats and 
activities to honor our dedicated teachers, serving the Lord faithfully here at  
St. John Lutheran School. You are also welcome to provide a word of thanks or a 
note of encouragement to the teachers by leaving notes or cards at the front desk! 
 

Congratulations to our St. John Track & Field Team on a successful day at the Oakland University Golden 
Grizzley Invitational on Tuesday! Our girls team took 1st place and the boys got 2nd place (shy of 1st 
place by 2 points!). The students worked hard and showed great sportsmanship. Way to go Eagles! 
Cheer on our St. John Eagles at Lutheran High North on May 9, starting at 8:30 AM. 
 

 
ROBOTICS OPEN HOUSE & PROGRAM LAUNCH | Monday, May 11, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Join us for a Robotics Open House on May 11, as St. John 
launches a K–8 FIRST Robotics program! See real robots 
from all three program tiers (FLL Explore, FLL Challenge, and 
FTC), demoed by visiting teams from local FIRST leagues. 
Kids can build a take-home bristlebot and race LEGO cars on 
a gravity ramp. Pizza will be provided. 
 

Please scan the RSVP QR code to register to attend the 
Open House, so that we can plan accordingly. Program 
registration information and timing will be available at the Open House. Teams will begin forming in 
May, for the fall of 2026. The event and program is hosted by our school and open to the community, 
so feel free to invite your friends and neighbors! This is for students entering Kindergarten to 8th grade 
for the 2026-2027 school year. 
 

Volunteers are important to help make this program possible! Options include Coach (no engineering 
experience required), Coach Assistant, and general support. All volunteers will complete a background 
check. If you are interested in helping, contact Aaron Roggow, volunteer event coordinator, 
aaroggow@gmail.com. 
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SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS | Now Accepting Applications 

Applications are being accepted for substitute teachers. A bachelor’s degree is 
preferred and you must be able to pass a background check. Prior teaching 
experience is helpful but not required. Candidates should have a love for Jesus 
and a love for children. Interested candidates should email their resume to Interim 
Principal Elizabeth Leinberger at eleinberger@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

CROSSROADS CARE CENTER | Coin Drive Results 
Thank you to all of our school and church families who 
participated in our Coin Drive to benefit Crossroads Care 
Center! In addition to our weekend noisy offering, the  
St. John Students for Life group organized a Coin Drive 
competition between homerooms to see who could raise 
the most money during National Lutheran Schools Week. 
Mrs. Shore's kindergarten class was the ultimate winner, 
beating out Ms. Jung's fifth grade class by just $3; 
winning a pizza lunch with Pastor Tyler, a casual dress 
day, and bragging rights! Overall our St. John family 
raised $3,078! This amount can help more than 30 women 
pay for prenatal ultrasounds at Crossroads, providing 
essential medical care and helping to save lives through 
education and support! Well done students and families! 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL | Sundays at 9:30 AM 
No Kindergarten & 1st Grade Sunday School on May 10. All others are in session. 
Children ages 4 years to 6th grade are welcome and encouraged to join us 
every Sunday in the school wing for Sunday School! There are no attendance 
requirements!  If you have any questions regarding Sunday School, please 

contact the Pastoral Office at church@stjohnrochester.org.  
 

Sign up for our Sunday School email list to get updates! Sign up at the Sunday School kiosk or on our 
website at stjohnrochester.org/groups/childrens-sunday-school 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH | Sundays at 12:30 - 2:30 PM | OFF MAY 10 
Meets most Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Youth Room. Check your weekly emails 
for meeting locations and details. For more information, please contact Melissa 
Hammett at mhammett@stjohnrochester.org. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH | Sundays at 6:00 - 8:00 PM | OFF MAY 10 
Meets most Sundays at 6:00 PM in the Youth Room. Check your weekly emails for 
meeting locations and details. For more information, please contact Melissa 
Hammett at mhammett@stjohnrochester.org 
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LUTHERAN NORTHWEST | Spring Musical – Annie | May 15, 16, 18 
Thespian Troupe #4216 proudly presents its 2026 spring musical, 
Annie. Tickets cost $10 (plus a $1 processing fee). Scan the QR 
code for showtimes and ticket links. The only form of payment 
accepted is by credit card online or at the door. Many St. John 
current alumni students will be in the production! 

 
 

 
 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE 
Your continued financial support and partnership in the ministry and mission of  
St. John Lutheran Church & School is so important and is making a huge difference 
in changing lives for eternity in Jesus’ name! If you are worshiping onsite, offerings 
can be placed in the designated areas outside the sanctuary. You can also scan the 
provided QR code to give online or visit our website stjohnrochester.org/give/. If 
you have any questions, please contact our Director of Operations, Steve Gauss, at 
sgauss@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

 
 
If you are interested in upcoming and ongoing service opportunities, please 
contact our Mission Liaison Coordinator Jennie Eller at 
jeller@stjohnrochester.org, or sign up for People Helping People emails to 
receive regular updates by scanning the QR code. 
 

 
 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 
Another great way to stay connected to your St. John family and ongoing news 
and events is follow us on Facebook and Instagram! Find us on Facebook at 
@StJohnLutheranChurch&School and on Instagram at @StJohnRochester.  
 
WATCH & SHARE PREVIOUS SERMONS  
While nothing replaces the experience of gathering in the same space with 
others in worship, prayer, and praise, we sincerely hope our online worship 
resources help you connect wherever you are with the loving promises of your 
Savior Jesus. Previous sermons can be found on our YouTube Channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/@stjohnrochester810 or scan the QR Code. Make sure 
to Like and Subscribe!  

SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY 

ONGOING SERVICE 

RELATIONAL WITNESS 
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LET US PRAY FOR WHATEVER IS ON YOUR HEART 
To submit a prayer request, please email prayer@stjohnrochester.org 
at any time or visit our website and click on the prayer link toward the 
bottom of the homepage. These requests are received by our pastors 
and are passed along (or kept confidential when requested) to our 
prayer warriors and are also included in our weekend worship. 
 

Healing & Peace: Candace Horstman (mother of John) - shoulder replacement surgery / Jane Sternemann - 
hospitalized / Dale - pneumonia / Dale Rosema (godfather of Tom Majerowicz) - surgery / Arnold Schilke - continued 
healing after knee replacement surgery / Ronni Blum (cousin of Beth Johnson) – stage 4 brain cancer 
 

Bereavement (for the families of): Rose Chila / Lillian Von Rusten (mother of Karen Olex grandmother of Kristen 
White) / Leonard Kane (BIL of Linda Glisman) 
 

Strength & Guidance: Call Team for our Youth & Family ministry director / Upcoming Congregational Forum & May 
meeting 
 

Gospel Impact:  Grace Centers of Hope collection 
 

Thanksgiving: The marriage of Andrew Wiederhold and Corissa Mattson / The birth of Nora Hwang to Jessica & 
Justin 
 

Long-Term Healing & Recovery: Carol Harroll – home with therapy from broken hip / Lorrain Sattelmeier - Bellbrook 
/ Jim Holste (brother of Sarah Grafe - son of Barb Holste) - stage 4 cancer / RuthAnn Sadler - ongoing treatments 
after auto accident/ Lucy Moerer / Sharon Cronkright (Grandmother of Pastor Tyler) / Lucas Tate / Walt Brown / 
Brooke / Ann Neilson - Bell’s palsy /  Sarah Waller - recovering from broken ankle / Mary Lou Schwartz - leukemia / 
Stephanie Hall (daughter of Mark & Margaret) - cancer treatment / Walt Brown - chemo & radiation treatment / 
Abel Beyer 3y (friend of Cronkright’s) - daughter of missionaries in Central Asia now back for Abel’s treatment of 
Leukemia / Layla Loveres - 6y, autoimmune disease / Diane Ringwelski (friend of Vicki Wright) - glioblastoma and 
undergoing treatment / Jim Genova (in-law of Pastor Steve & Sarah) - Parkinson’s & leukemia / Gerald Walters 
(brother of Pam Peck) - long term care for kidney failure / Lauren Gonser (brother of Terry) - cancer / Gary Kwapis – 
cancer / Lori Kulczycki / Nancy Egloff – continuing eyesight treatments / Lorri Heins – cancer / Brian Thornberry 
(father of staff member Erin Morgante) – cancer / Brent Zoellner / Crystal Mischley – cancer / Leanne Stevens / 
Allison - Huntington’s disease / Rebecca / Pastor Michael Standfest 
 

Church-Work Students: Ethan Dodson / Nicolas Stevens 
 

Pregnancy: Lana Smudski / Stephanie Tunis (Siewert) / Brandi Cronkright / Natalie / Samantha Egloff / Heather 
Sanders 
 

Those in Military Service: Paul Batt / Lukas Olto / Kendall Masters-Palmerlee / Mark Anderson / Aaron Byers / Devin 
Deck / Troy Glover / Alex Holzke / Earle IV Leighton / Alex Lindsay / Erich Mammen / David Metcalf / Matthew 
Neumeyer / John Paulson / Michael Pesamoska / Christian Petty / Jon Taykowski / Brad Ziegler / Kayla Pfund / Tim 
Pfund / Bryan Mullins / Tyler Wetzel / Jack Sinko / Stephen Rusanchin / Courtney Sharbaugh / Paul Batt / Victor Martin 
/ Gabe Couturier / David Lyons / Austin Taylor / Tyler Doebler / Drew McBrien & Miguela McBrien / Zachary Browne 
/ Cameron Dork / Jon Rubin / Brendan Standfest / Luke Standfest 
 

Home Bound or Nursing Home Residents: Judy L'Esperance / Ginny & Russ Schmidt / Jerry & Mary Bantin / Kathy 
Bentley / Karen & Richard Brooks / Lorraine Hayes / Bob & Sally Hobson / Ruth Parish / Rob Plewa / Jerry Ruff / Chuck 
Schroeder / Gloria Trudeau / Connie Ulrich / Iris Wawrzyniak / Karen Wright / Joan Sebastian   

CONSTANT PRAYER 
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Worship Schedule 
 
 

Traditional Praise: Sundays at 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM (also online), and 11:00 AM 
 

Modern Praise: Saturdays at 5:00 PM | Sundays at 10:45 AM (also online) 

 

1011 W. University Dr. | Rochester, MI 48307 | 248.402.8000 | stjohnrochester.org 


