Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:1-2.


BIG idea: Even though we are sojourners in the world, God has chosen us for the journey we are on. This choice is foreknown by God, occurs because the Spirit sets us apart, and results in obedience to Jesus and being sprinkled by His blood. 


Discussion Questions:
· Why is the foreknowledge of God good news for us?
· How does the Spirit set us apart?
· Look at vs. 2. What is the purpose of God’s choosing us? What is the “end result” of being foreknown by the Father and set apart by the Spirit?
· What is the relationship of grace and peace? Is one dependent on the other?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:2.

Pray together as a family.











Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:3-5.


BIG idea: We can praise God because He has provided us with new birth and protects us until the day of salvation. 


Discussion Questions:
· What is new birth and why is it good news?
· How does Jesus’ resurrection give us hope?
· If God protects us for salvation, does that mean we will never go through tough times? 
· How is the inheritance that God gives us better than any earthly inheritance?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:3.

Pray together as a family.









Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:6-9.


BIG idea: We can rejoice in trials because we love Jesus and we know that what is coming is better than what is now.  


Discussion Questions:
· What is the purpose of trials?
· How does our love for Jesus help to persevere through trials?
· If our family experienced trial or persecution, how would we respond? 
· How does the fact that we will be saved give us encouragement in trial?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:8.

Pray together as a family.









Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:10-12.


BIG idea: We should value the gospel because in it we see what the prophets could not, because in it we learn about the sufferings and glories of the Messiah, and because in it we see what the angels desire to look into.  


Discussion Questions:
· Why is the gospel so important?
· What is the gospel?
· How does the gospel encourage us in difficult times? 
· How important is it that we share the gospel with others?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:12.

Pray together as a family.










Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:13.


BIG idea: We should respond to the gospel by living gospel-centered lives. The first mark of a gospel-centered life is that we are characterized by hope. We have hope because of the grace of God.  


Discussion Questions:
· What is hope according to the Bible?
· What should be the object of our hope?
· What is grace? 
· In what way does grace give us hope?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:13.

Pray together as a family.











Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:14-16.


BIG idea: As followers of Jesus, God calls us to abandon our former way of life and live lives marked out for Him.  


Discussion Questions:
· What is holiness?
· Which comes first, God’s acceptance of us or our holiness? Why is it important to make sure those are in the right order?
· What does holiness look like? 
· What motivates our desire to be holy?
· Can we be holy on our own? What must take place in our lives in order for our lives to be marked out and separated for God?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:16.

Pray together as a family.









Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:17-21.


BIG idea: Because of our claims about God and God’s claim on us, we should live our lives with godly fear.  


Discussion Questions:
· What is the fear of God? 
· In what way does the sacrifice of Christ motivate godly fear?
· In what way does our claim that God is Father motivate godly fear? 
· What is the difference between “fear” and “godly fear”?
· How can we make sure we are showing God respect in our daily lives?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:18-19.

Pray together as a family.








Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:22-25.


BIG idea: Rightly responding to the gospel means loving one another. 


Discussion Questions:
· Why should we love one another? 
· What does it mean to “love without hypocrisy?”
· What are some practical ways we can show love to one another and to others this week? 


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 1:18-19.

Pray together as a family.















Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 2:1-3.


BIG idea: Rightly responding to the gospel means growing in Christ. We grow in Christ by knowing Him, by desiring His Word, and by putting sin to death. 


Discussion Questions:
· What does it mean to put sin to death? Is that easy or hard? How can we help one another get rid of sin? 
· Do we have a desire for God’s Word? Why or why not? How can we increase our desire for the Word?
· Has each member of the family tasted that the Lord is good? Has everyone had an experience of salvation? If so, do we find ourselves growing in our walk with Christ? If not, wouldn’t today be a great day to come to know Christ? 


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 2:2.

Pray together as a family.






Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 2:11-25.


BIG idea: God calls us to be faithful even in the midst of suffering or persecution. This ultimately demonstrates that our trust is ultimately in Him and not in worldly comfort or ease. 


Discussion Questions:
· Why is it important to be faithful in the midst of suffering? 
· If our hope is not in earthly comfort, what is it in?
· What is the greatest encouragement in suffering? 


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 2:12.

Pray together as a family.












Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 3:13-4:6, 12-19.


BIG idea: Suffering is part of life as a Christian. We should be willing to suffer if needed for living righteously. We should look to Christ’s example of faithfulness in suffering and choose to live like Him even if it means suffering. We should rejoice when trials come because it is better to suffer for righteousness than to live in sin and avoid suffering. 


Discussion Questions:
· What are we willing to suffer for? Are we willing to suffer for the gospel? Why or why not? 
· How does Christ’s example as a faithful sufferer motivate us in our suffering?
· How is it possible to rejoice in suffering?


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 4:13.

Pray together as a family.






Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 4:7-11.


BIG idea: Jesus is coming back soon. In the meantime these things need to be true of us while we wait: prayer, love, hospitality, and ministry. 


Discussion Questions:
· Why is it important to be “watchful” in prayer? How can we be more disciplined in prayer? 
· What does it mean for love to “cover a multitude of sins?” What is one thing we can do to show love to someone this week?
· Why is hospitality so important? Why don’t people show hospitality more? What are some ways we can show hospitality?
· What does the word “ministry” mean? Are we serving others? Are there some simple steps we can take to serve others more intentionally? 


A suggested format for family worship: 

Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 4:8.

Pray together as a family.





Family Devotional Guide


Bible Passage: 1 Peter 5:5-14.


BIG idea: Peter gives final instructions to the persecuted church. He encourages them to be humble towards each other and towards God, to resist the devil, and to depend completely on God. 


Discussion Questions:
· What does it mean to be humble? Why is humility important, based on vs. 5-6? 
· What does it mean to hold firm to the faith in vs. 9?
· How does Satan set traps to try to “devour” our family?
· In what ways are we not completely depending on God? What needs to change so that we will completely depend on Him?


A suggested format for family worship: 
Read the Bible passage and discuss the big idea. 

Discuss the questions that are listed above.

Memorize 1 Peter 5:11.
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