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• Two Kingdoms (Right Hand—Church; Left Hand—State) 
Christian Citizenship — We’re all citizens of 2 kingdoms. However, Lutherans are not always as great a blessing to their country as they should be.  Christian citizenship advances movements that strengthen law & order, keep separate church & state, keep sacred the institution of marriage, and protect children’s morality. (lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/life-ministry/library/two-kingdoms)
• Differences in Right & Left Hand Kingdoms
	1. Eternal focus vs. Temporal focus (Preach Word vs. Keep order)
	2. Heavenly power vs. Worldly power
	3. Bible’s authority vs. Man’s authority
	4. Optional involvement vs. Mandatory involvement
• Left Hand Kingdom Characteristics (Ro 13:1-7)
	1. Established by God (see also Da 2:21)
- Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. (Romans 13:1-2)
	2. For order--commend right & punish wrong (see also 1 Pe 2:13-14)
- For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right and you will be commended.  For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.  They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. (Romans 13:3-4) 
	3. Owed respect & taxes (see also Mt 22:21)
- Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.  This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.  Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 13:5-7)
• Christians should be
	1. Obedient 
	- Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 
	  do whatever is good. (Titus 3:1)
	2. Praying 
- I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
	3. Informed & involved 
- “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.   Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jeremiah 29:7)
• Examples of working in Left Hand Kingdom: Joseph, Daniel, Esther, Nehemiah (Ro 15:4)
• Involvement in Left Hand Kingdom 
	1. Be informed—ideas have consequences (magazines, websites, local newspapers, books)
	2. Vote
	3. Ask questions—definition, source, consequence
	4. Speak up		
• Involvement brings consequences
	1. Sacrifice (time, priorities)
	2. Persecution (name-calling, rejection, financial loss)
	3. Unknown results 
• Resources
	1. Conservativism: Heritage Foundation			https://www.heritage.org/
	2. Economics: Acton Institute 				https://acton.org/
	3. Family issues: Family Research Council 		https://frc.org/
	4. International/National issues: World Magazine		https://world.wng.org/
	5. Legal defense: Alliance Defending Freedom		https://www.adflegal.org/	
	6. Life issues: National Right to Life			https://www.nrlc.org/
	7. National/State issues: Family Policy Alliance		https://familypolicyalliance.com/
	8. Worldview training: Summit Ministries			https://www.summit.org/
• War of the Worldviews?
You can’t win a war you don’t acknowledge
• James Russell Lowell, poet & diplomat (1819-1891)
“I challenge any skeptic to find a ten square mile spot on this planet where they can live their lives in peace and safety and decency, where womanhood is honored, where infancy and old age are revered, where they can educate their children, where the Gospel of Jesus Christ has not gone first to prepare the way. If they find such a place, I would encourage them to emigrate thither and there proclaim their unbelief.”
• Alexis de Tocqueville, French sociologist & author of Democracy in America (1805-1859)
“Because the civilization of ancient Rome perished in consequence of the invasion of the 	barbarians, we are perhaps too apt to think that civilization cannot perish in any other manner. If the light by which we are guided is ever extinguished, it will dwindle by degrees, and expire of itself…It is then a fallacy to flatter ourselves with the reflection that the barbarians are still far from us; for if there be some nations which allow civilization to be torn from their grasp, there are others who trample it themselves under their feet.”
• Abraham Kuyper, theologian & Prime Minister of the Netherlands (1837-1920)		
“When principles that run against your deepest convictions begin to win the day, then battle is your calling, and peace has become sin; you must, at the price of dearest peace, lay your convictions bare before friend and enemy, with all the fire of your faith.”
• Francis George, Cardinal of Chicago (1937-2015)
“It is likely that I will die in my bed.  My successor will die in prison.  His successor will die executed in the public square.  His successor will pick up the shards of a ruined society and slowly rebuild civilization, as the church has done so often in human history.” 
• Thomas Paine, political philosopher & author of Common Sense (1737-1809)
	“If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace.”
• President Ronald Reagan (1911-2004)
“You and I have a rendezvous with destiny.  We will preserve for our children this, the last best hope of man on Earth, or we will sentence them to take the last step into a thousand years of darkness.”


















