Christlike Love Puts Ego Aside
Defining Real, Christlike Love: Part 7
John 1:19-42

	John the Baptist stands as one of the more interesting characters in the Bible. John the Baptist was clearly a well-known and popular teacher, and yet we hear very little about his ministry outside of a few quick encounters in the gospels. Yet, we know that John the Baptist’s ministry was quite effective as we find believers deep into the book of Acts (multiple years later) who are still following Christianity, only knowing the things he taught. 
So, if John the Baptist was so effective, why is it that we hear so little about him? The simple truth is that John the Baptist’s role, while highly effective, was largely limited (and to some degree, overshadowed) by the arrival of Jesus and the start of his ministry. And yet here in our passage we find John the Baptist not only humbly accepting the arrival of Jesus but actively pointing people to him. As we’ll see today, this was a great example of Christlike love. 


1. Read verses 19-23 detailing John the Baptist’s description of himself. John the Baptist clearly seems to have a firm grasp of his role in God’s plan. Why was this understanding (and embracing) of his role so vital for his ministry? Why is embracing God’s role for our life so important to living the life God has for us?









2. Read the way John the Baptist openly praises and lifts up Jesus in verses 29-34. What does it say about John that he was willing to openly exalt Jesus, knowing it would likely diminish his own ministry?  







3. Read verses 35-36 detailing John the Baptist’s actions with his two disciples. How was John the Baptist showing Christlike love to these two disciples, even if it came at a personal cost to him?














4. Read the identity of one of those disciples (and who he pointed to Jesus) in verses 40-42. How did John the Baptist’s humility and willingness to step back lead to God using him in even greater ways? Why is it so important that we possess this same humility in embracing God’s role and plan for our life?
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