Cohabitation or “Living Together”: WCC Position Statement
Cohabitation or “Living Together”

Our Position Statement on Cohabitation or “Living Together”
Wilmington Church of Christ affirms the Bible as the inspired Word of God and our final authority for faith and practice. Scripture teaches that sexual intimacy is God’s good gift to be enjoyed within the covenant of marriage (Hebrews 13:4). By God’s design, marriage is a lifelong union between one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5–6). Therefore, any sexual relationship outside of marriage—premarital, extramarital, or homosexual—is sin.
Because holiness and integrity honor Christ and protect the witness of His church, we call our members to pursue purity in every relationship (1 Thessalonians 4:3–5; 1 Corinthians 6:18–20). “Cohabitation” refers to establishing a shared household with a romantic partner outside of marriage. Even when sexual involvement is denied, such arrangements blur biblical boundaries and often lead to temptation and confusion.
Accordingly, we do not condone members living with someone of the opposite sex to whom they are not married. We encourage couples to honor the Lord by either entering a biblical marriage or maintaining separate living arrangements until marriage.
We welcome everyone to attend and explore faith with us. Our pastoral desire is to walk alongside each person with truth and grace—offering counsel, practical help, and a clear path toward obedience to Christ in this area.
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