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Speaking in Tongues

Our Position on Speaking in Tongues
The Wilmington Church of Christ believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God and our authority in all matters of doctrine and worship.
We do not practice “speaking in tongues” in our corporate services, nor do we believe it is necessary as proof of the Holy Spirit’s presence (1 Corinthians 12:7–11). However, we welcome members who believe they have this gift, as long as it is exercised privately and in line with biblical teaching.
In Scripture, “tongues” refers to real languages (Acts 2:8–11). At Pentecost, God enabled the apostles to speak in foreign languages they had never learned so that the gospel could be spread quickly and the authority of their message confirmed. Paul later instructed the church that tongues without interpretation do not build up the body and should not create confusion (1 Corinthians 14:19, 23, 40). He emphasized that love is the greatest gift (1 Corinthians 13:13).
While some believe tongues were temporary, we affirm God’s sovereignty—He can still work in miraculous ways if He chooses. Our focus, however, is on worship that is clear, orderly, and rooted in love, which edifies the whole church.
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