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Our Position on Divorce and Remarriage
The Wilmington Church of Christ believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God and our final authority in all matters of faith and practice, including marriage and divorce.
What We Believe
I. Marriage is God’s Design
Marriage is not a human custom but a divine institution, established by God as the union of one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5–6).
II. Marriage is a Lifelong Covenant
It is God’s will for marriage to be a permanent and lifelong commitment (Matthew 5:32; Matthew 19:9; Luke 16:18; Malachi 2:16). God hates divorce because it breaks apart what He has joined together.
III. Divorce as a Last Resort
While permanence is God’s ideal, Scripture permits divorce under two circumstances:
1. Marital unfaithfulness—sexual immorality or adultery (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).
2. Abandonment—when a believing spouse is deserted by an unbelieving partner (1 Corinthians 7:15).
In such cases, the innocent spouse is free to seek divorce and/or remarry without sinning.
IV. God’s Grace for the Broken
We acknowledge that many have fallen short of God’s design for marriage. While we must uphold biblical truth, we do not seek to add further pain or condemnation. The gospel proclaims forgiveness and restoration through Jesus Christ for all who repent and turn to Him.
V. Membership and Fellowship
A divorced or remarried believer may become a member of the Wilmington Church of Christ. We welcome all who seek to follow Christ and live under the authority of His Word.
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Our Position on Divorce and Remarriage
The Wilmington Church of Christ believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God and our final authority in all matters of faith and practice, including marriage, divorce, and remarriage.
What We Believe
I. Marriage Is God’s Design
Marriage is not merely a cultural practice but a divine institution established by God. Scripture teaches that marriage is the sacred union of one man and one woman, joined together in a lifelong covenant (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5–6).
II. Marriage Is a Lifelong Covenant
God’s will is for marriage to be permanent and enduring. Jesus affirmed that what God has joined together, no one should separate (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; Luke 16:18). Through the prophet Malachi, God declared His hatred of divorce because it violates His design for covenant faithfulness (Malachi 2:16).
III. Divorce as a Last Resort
While permanence is God’s ideal, Scripture permits divorce under two conditions:
1. Marital unfaithfulness—sexual immorality or adultery (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).
2. Abandonment—when a believer is deserted by an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15).
In such cases, the faithful spouse is free to seek a divorce and, if they choose, to remarry without sinning.
IV. God’s Grace for the Broken
We recognize that many have experienced divorce and remarriage outside of God’s plan. While we must uphold His truth, our goal is not to condemn but to extend hope. The good news of the gospel is that God offers forgiveness, healing, and restoration through Jesus Christ to all who confess their sin and turn to Him.
V. Membership and Fellowship
A divorced or remarried believer may be welcomed as a member of the Wilmington Church of Christ. We embrace all who desire to follow Christ and live under the authority of His Word, trusting that His grace is sufficient for every circumstance.
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Our Position on Divorce and Remarriage
Wilmington Church of Christ
The Wilmington Church of Christ believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God and our authority in all matters of faith and practice, including marriage and divorce.
We believe marriage is a divine institution created by God as the union of one man and one woman in a lifelong covenant (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5–6). God’s will is for marriage to remain permanent, and Scripture affirms that divorce grieves His heart (Malachi 2:16).
While permanence is God’s ideal, the Bible allows divorce under two specific circumstances:
· Marital unfaithfulness through sexual immorality (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).
· Abandonment when a believer is deserted by an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15).
In these cases, the faithful spouse is free to divorce and, if they choose, to remarry without sin.
We also acknowledge that many have experienced divorce outside of God’s plan. Our desire is not to condemn but to extend the grace of Christ. The gospel offers forgiveness, healing, and restoration to all who repent and turn to Him.
Divorced and remarried believers are welcome in our fellowship as members who seek to follow Christ and live under the authority of His Word.
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