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RIGHTEOUS BOASTING: THE CENTRALITY OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST
Galatians 6:11-18

REVIEW

1. The Holy Spirit produces and maintains our new quality of life.

Gal. 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.

2. This new life expresses itself in our living for the benefit of others.

Gal. 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Gal. 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are
of the household of faith.

THE URGENCY AND AUTHENTICITY OF PAUL'S LETTER

Gal. 6:11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.

THOSE WHO BOAST IN THE FLESH SHUN ANY ASSOCIATION WITH THE CROSS OF JESUS

1. Their concern lies with their own worldly reputation because they fear persecution
and suffering.

Gal. 6:12a It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be
circumcised,

Gal. 6:12b and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

2. They practice hypocrisy concerning the law because they value themselves at the
cost of others.

Gal. 6:13a For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law,

Gal. 6:13b but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

Gal. 5:14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”



THOSE WHO BOAST IN THE CROSS OF JESUS RECOGNIZE ITS CENTRALITY IN OUR NEW QUALITY OF LIFE

The cross is central to the Christian life because it is....

1. ...the only source of our confidence.
Gal. 6:14a But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,

2. ...theinstrument by which we die to the world and its systems.

Gal. 6:14b by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

3. ...the continual means to our new quality of life, as produced by the Spirit.

Gal. 6:15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

4. ...the conduit of relational blessing from God.

Gal. 6:16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them,
and upon the Israel of God.

PAUL'S FINAL APPEAL AND BENEDICTION

Gal. 6:17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.
8 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

REVIEW, DISCUSS, APPLY

1. Inwhat ways are you tempted to distort the message of the cross as you talk about your faith? Why is it not
possible to be faithful and popular simultaneously (Galatians 6:12)? What is at stake when we add to (or take
away from) the true message of the gospel?

2. What grounds for boasting does the cross give us (Galatians 6:14)? How can this perspective on the cross help
you in living out your faith from day to day?

3. Read Galatians (yes, the whole book) a few times this week. What have you learned and in what ways have you
grown during our time in this series?

4. ((EXTRA CREDIT)) Looking ahead... Read Jonah once or twice through this week (it’s only 4 chapters!). What
encourages you? Confuses you?
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