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WALK THROUGH PASSION WEEK
WITH THIS DAILY READING PLAN,
FOLLOWING JESUS' JOURNEY TO
THE CROSS AND CELEBRATING HIS
VICTORY OVER DEATH. EACH PAS-
SACGE LEADS YOU DEEPER INTO
THE STORY OF HIS LOVE, GRACE,
AND THE HOPE WE HAVE IN HIM!
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JESUS' TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

MATTHEW 21:1-11 TPT

Now, as they were approaching Jerusalem they arrived at the
place of the stables near the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two
of his disciples ahead, saying, “As soon as you enter the village,
you will find a donkey tethered along with her young colt. Untie
them both and bring them to me. And if anyone stops you and
asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just tell them, ‘The Lord of All needs
them, and he will let you take them.” All of this happened to
fulfill the prophecy:

Tell Zion’s daughter:

“Look, your King arrives!

He’s coming to you full of gentleness,

sitting on a donkey, riding on a donkey’s colt.”

So the two disciples went on ahead and did as Jesus had
instructed them. They brought the donkey and her colt to him
and placed their cloaks and prayer shawls on the colt, and Jesus
rode on it.

Then an exceptionally large crowd gathered and carpeted the
road before him with their cloaks and prayer shawls. Others

cut down branches from trees to spread in his path. Jesus rode

in the center of the procession—crowds going before him and



crowds coming behind him, and they all shouted, “Bring the
victory, Lord, Son of David! He comes with the blessings of being
sent from the Lord Yahweh! We celebrate with praises to God in
the highest!”

As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people went wild with
excitement—the entire city was thrown into an uproar! Some
asked, “Who is this man?” And the crowds shouted back, “This is

1

Jesus! He’s the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee
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CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE

MATTHEW 21:12-17 TPT

Upon entering Jerusalem Jesus went directly into the temple
area and drove away all the merchants who were buying and
selling their goods. He overturned the tables of the money
changers and the stands of those selling doves. And he said to
them, “My dwelling place will be known as a house of prayer,
but you have made it into a hangout for thieves!” Then the

blind and the crippled came into the temple courts, and Jesus
healed them all. And the children circled around him shouting
out, “Blessings and praises to the Son of David!” But when the
chief priests and religious scholars heard the children shouting
and saw all the wonderful miracles of healing, they were furious.
They said to Jesus, “Don’t you hear what these children are
saying? This is not right!” Jesus answered, “Yes, | hear them. But
have you never read the Scripture, ‘From the lips of children and
infants you have ordained praise’?” Jesus then left at once for

the nearby village of Bethany, where he spent the night.
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THE LAST SUPPER

MARK 14:10-31 TPT

One of the twelve apostles, Judas Iscariot, went to the leading
priests to inform them of his willingness to betray Jesus into
their hands. They were delighted to hear this and agreed to pay
him for it. So immediately Judas began to look for the right
opportunity to betray him. On the first day of Unleavened Bread,
when the Passover Lamb is sacrificed, Jesus’ disciples asked
him, “Where would you like us to prepare the Passover meal for
you?” So he sent two of his disciples ahead into Jerusalem with
these instructions: “Make your way into the city and watch for

a man carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him, and say to the
owner of whatever house he enters, ‘The Teacher wants to ask
you: “Do you have my room ready where | can eat the Passover
meal with my disciples?” * And he will show you a large upstairs
room ready and with a table set. Make preparations for us there.”
So they went into the city and found everything to be exactly like
Jesus had prophesied, and they prepared for him the Passover
meal. And when evening came, he entered the house and went
upstairs with his twelve disciples. Over dinner, while they were
reclining around the table, Jesus said, “Listen to the truth: One

of you eating here with me is about to betray me.” Feeling deeply



troubled by these words, one after another asked him, “Is it 1?”
He answered, “It is one of you twelve who has shared meals with
me as an intimate friend. All that was prophesied of me, the Son
of Man, is destined to soon take place, but it will be disastrous
for the one who betrays the Son of Man. It would be far better
for him if he had never been born!” As they were dining, Jesus
took the bread and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his
disciples. He said to them, “Receive this; it is my body.” Then
taking the cup of wine and giving thanks to the Father, he
declared the new covenant with them. And as each one drank
from the cup, he said to them, “This is my blood, which seals
the new covenant poured out for many. | tell you the truth, | will
not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the day comes when
we drink it together in the kingdom feast of my Father.” Then
they sang a psalm and afterwards left for the Mount of Olives.
Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away and desert me. This
will fulfill the prophecy of the Scripture that says: | will strike
down the shepherd and all the sheep will scatter. “But after |
am risen, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.” Then Peter spoke

up and said, “Even if all the rest lose their faith and fall away,

I will still be beside you!” Jesus said, “Mark my words, Peter.
This very night, before the rooster crows twice a few hours from
now, you will deny that you know me three times.” But Peter was
insistent and replied emphatically, “I will absolutely not! Under
no circumstances will | ever deny you—even if | have to die with

you!” And all the others repeated the same thing’
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THE PRAYER IN THE GARDEN

MARK 14:32-42 TPT

‘Then Jesus led his disciples to an orchard called “The Oil Press.”
He told them, “Sit here while | pray awhile.” He took Peter,
Jacob, and John with him. An intense feeling of great horror
plunged his soul into deep sorrow. And he said to them, “My
heart is overwhelmed with anguish and crushed with grief. It
feels as though I’'m dying. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
He walked a short distance away, and being overcome with grief,
he threw himself face down on the ground. He prayed that if

it were possible, he would not have to experience this hour of
suffering . He prayed, “Abba, my Father, all things are possible
for you. Please—remove this cup of suffering! Yet what | want

is not important, for | only desire to fulfill your plan for me.”
Then he came back to his three disciples and found them all
sound asleep. He awakened Peter and said to him, “Simon, are
you asleep? Do you lack the strength to stay awake with me for
even just an hour? Keep alert and pray that you’ll be spared from
this time of testing. For your spirit is eager enough, but your
humanity is feeble” Then he left them a second time and went
to pray the same thing. Afterward, he came back to the disciples

and found them sound asleep, for they couldn’t keep their eyes



open and they didn’t know what to say to him. After praying for
the third time, he returned to his disciples and awoke them
again, saying, “Do you plan on sleeping and resting indefinitely?
That’s enough sleep! The end has come and the hour has arrived
for the Son of Man to be handed over to the authority of sinful
men. Get up and let’s go. Don’t you see? My betrayer draws

93

near.



D [VE momsoar

JESUS FACES THE HIGH PRIEST

MARK 14:53-72 TPT

‘Those who arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas, the high
priest, to a meeting where the religious scholars and Jewish
leaders were assembled. Now, Peter had followed him from

a distance all the way to the chief priest’s courtyard. He sat
with the guards and was warming himself by the fire. The chief
priests and the Jewish council of leaders were doing their

best to find false charges that they could bring against Jesus
and condemn him to death, but they could not find any. Many
false witnesses came forward, but the evidence could not be
corroborated. Some came forward and testified against him,
saying, “We heard him say, ‘I can destroy this temple made with
hands and then build another one again in three days not made
with hands!” ” Yet even on this point the witnesses did not agree.
Finally, the chief priest stood up in the middle of them and said
to Jesus, “Have you nothing to say about these allegations? Is
what they’re saying about you true?” But Jesus remained silent
before them and did not answer. So the chief priest said to him,
“Are you the anointed Messiah, the Son of the Blessed God?”
Jesus answered him, “I am. And more than that, you are about

to see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Almighty



and coming in the heavenly clouds!” Then, as an act of outrage

, the high priest tore his robe and shouted, “No more witnesses
are needed, for you’ve heard this grievous blasphemy.” Turning to
the council he said , “Now, what is your verdict?” “He’s guilty and
deserves the death penalty!” they all answered. Then they spat
on his face and blindfolded him. Others struck him over and over
with their fists and taunted him by saying, “Prophesy to us! Tell
us which one of us is about to hit you next? ” And the guards
took him and beat him. Meanwhile, Peter was sitting below in
the courtyard when a girl, a servant of the high priest, came near
the fire. When she saw Peter there warming himself, she said to
him, “I recognize you. You were with that Nazarene, Jesus.” But
Peter denied it, saying, “I don’t have a clue what you’re talking
about.” Then he went out to the gateway of the courtyard and
the rooster crowed. When the servant girl noticed him, she said
to all the bystanders, “I know this man is one of his followers!”
Once again, Peter denied it. A short time later, the bystanders
said to him, “You must be one of them. You’re a Galilean, like he
is, for your accent proves it!” Peter cursed and said, “I tell you, |
don’t know this man you’re talking about!” At the same moment
Peter spoke those words, the sound of a rooster crowing pierced
the night for the second time. And Peter remembered the words
Jesus had spoken to him earlier: “Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” With his heart shattered ,

Peter broke down and sobbed with bitter tears.
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JESUS IS CRUCIFIED

MARK 15 TPT

‘Before dawn that morning, the ruling priests, elders, religious
scholars, and the entire Jewish council set in motion their plan
against Jesus. They bound him in chains, took him away, and
handed him over to Pilate. As Jesus stood in front of the Roman
governor , Pilate asked him, “So, are you really the king of the
Jews?” Jesus answered, “You have just spoken it.” Then the
ruling priests, over and over, made bitter accusations against
him, but he remained silent. So Pilate questioned him again.
“Have you nothing to say? Don’t you hear these many allegations
they’re making against you?” But Jesus offered no defense to
any of the charges, much to the astonishment of Pilate. Every
year at Passover, it was the custom of the governor to pardon

a prisoner and release him to the people—anyone they wanted.
Now, Pilate was holding in custody a notorious criminal named
Barabbas, one of the assassins who had committed murder in
an uprising. The crowds gathered in front of Pilate’s judgment
bench and asked him to release a prisoner to them, as was

his custom. So he asked them, “Do you want me to release

to you the king of the Jews?” (Pilate was fully aware that the

religious leaders had handed Jesus over to him because of



MARK 15 CONTINUED
spite and envy.) But the ruling priests stirred up the crowd to
incite them to ask for Barabbas instead. So Pilate asked them,
“What do you want me to do with this one you call the king of
the Jews?” They all shouted back, “Crucify him!” “Why?” Pilate
asked. “What evil thing has he done wrong to deserve that?”
But they kept shouting out with a deafening roar, “Crucify
him at once!” Because he wanted to please the people, Pilate
released Barabbas to them. After he had Jesus severely beaten
with a whip made of leather straps and embedded with metal ,
he sentenced him to be crucified. The soldiers took Jesus into
the headquarters of the governor’s compound and summoned
a military unit of nearly six hundred men. They placed a purple
robe on him to make fun of him . Then they braided a victor’s
crown, a wreath made of thorns, and set it on his head. And with
a mock salute they repeatedly cried out, “Hail, your majesty, king
of the Jews!” They spit in his face and hit him repeatedly on his
head with a reed staff, driving the crown of thorns deep into
his brow. They knelt down before him in mockery, pretending to
pay him homage. When they finished ridiculing him, they took
off the purple robe, put his own clothes back on him, and led
him away to be crucified. As they came out of the city, they
stopped an African man named Simon, a native of Libya. He
was passing by, just coming in from the countryside with his
two sons, Alexander and Rufus, and the soldiers forced him to

carry the heavy crossbeam for Jesus. They brought Jesus to the



MARK 15 CONTINUED

execution site called Golgotha, which means “Skull Hill.” There
they offered him a mild painkiller, a drink of wine mixed with
gall, but he refused to drink it. They nailed his hands and feet to
the cross. The soldiers divided his clothing among themselves
by rolling dice to see who would win them. It was nine o’clock

in the morning when they finally crucified him. Above his head
they placed a sign with the inscription of the charge against him,
which read, “This is the King of the Jews.” Two criminals were
also crucified with Jesus, one on each side of him. This fulfilled
the Scripture that says: He was considered to be a criminal.
Those who passed by shook their heads and spitefully ridiculed
him, saying, “Aha! You boasted that you could destroy the temple
and rebuild it in three days. Why don’t you save yourself now?
Just come down from the cross!” Even the ruling priests and

the religious scholars joined in the mockery and kept laughing
among themselves, saying, “He saved others, but he can’t even
save himself! Israel’s king, is he? Let the ‘Messiah, the ‘king of
Israel, pull out the nails and come down from the cross right
now. We’ll believe it when we see it!” Even the two criminals who
were crucified with Jesus began to taunt him, hurling insults on
him. For three hours, beginning at noon, darkness came over the
earth. About three o’clock, Jesus shouted with a mighty voice

in Aramaic, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” —that is, “My God, My
God, why have you turned your back on me?” Some who were

standing near the cross misunderstood and said, “Listen! He’s



MARK 15 CONTINUED

calling for Elijah.” One bystander ran and got a sponge, soaked
it with sour wine, then put it on a stick and held it up for Jesus
to drink. But the rest said, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijah
comes to rescue him.” Just then Jesus passionately cried out
with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the
veil in the Holy of Holies was torn in two from the top to the
bottom. When the Roman military officer who was standing right
in front of Jesus saw how he died, he said, “There is no doubt
this man was the Son of God!” Watching from a distance, away
from the crowds , were many of the women who had followed
Jesus from Galilee and had cared for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jacob the younger and
Joseph, and Salome. Many other women who had followed him
to Jerusalem were there too. Watching from a distance, away
from the crowds , were many of the women who had followed
Jesus from Galilee and had cared for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jacob the younger and
Joseph, and Salome. Many other women who had followed him
to Jerusalem were there too. Evening was fast approaching,
and it was a preparation day before a Sabbath. So a prominent
Jewish leader named Joseph, from the village of Ramabh,
courageously went to see Pilate and begged to have custody of
the body of Jesus. Joseph was a highly regarded member of the
Jewish council and a follower of Jesus who was eagerly awaiting

the kingdom of God. Pilate was amazed to hear that Jesus



MARK 15 CONTINUED

was already dead, so he summoned the Roman officer, who
confirmed it. After it was confirmed, Pilate consented to give the

corpse to Joseph.

Joseph purchased a shroud of fine linen and took the body
down from the cross. Then he wrapped it in the linen shroud
and placed it in a tomb quarried from out of the rock. Then they
rolled a large stone over the entrance to seal the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph were there and saw

exactly where they laid the body of Jesus.’
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WHAT JESUS DID FOR US

ISAIAH 53 MSG

“Who believes what we’ve heard and seen? Who would have
thought God’s saving power would look like this? The servant
grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a
parched field. There was nothing attractive about him, nothing
to cause us to take a second look. He was looked down on and
passed over, a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.

One look at him and people turned away. We looked down on
him, thought he was scum. But the fact is, it was our pains he
carried— our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us. We
thought he brought it on himself, that God was punishing him
for his own failures. But it was our sins that did that to him,
that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins! He took the
punishment, and that made us whole. Through his bruises we get
healed. We’re all like sheep who’ve wandered off and gotten lost.
We’ve all done our own thing, gone our own way. And God has
piled all our sins, everything we’ve done wrong, on him, on him.
He was beaten, he was tortured, but he didn’t say a word.

Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered and like a sheep being
sheared, he took it all in silence. Justice miscarried, and he was

led off— and did anyone really know what was happening? He



died without a thought for his own welfare, beaten bloody for
the sins of my people. They buried him with the wicked, threw
him in a grave with a rich man, Even though he’d never hurt a
soul or said one word that wasn’t true. Still, it’s what God had in
mind all along, to crush him with pain. The plan was that he give
himself as an offering for sin so that he’d see life come from
it—Llife, life, and more life. And God’s plan will deeply prosper
through him. Out of that terrible travail of soul, he’ll see that it’s
worth it and be glad he did it. Through what he experienced, my
righteous one, my servant, will make many “righteous ones,” as
he himself carries the burden of their sins. Therefore I’ll reward
him extravagantly— the best of everything, the highest honors—
Because he looked death in the face and didn’t flinch, because
he embraced the company of the lowest. He took on his own
shoulders the sin of the many, he took up the cause of all the

black sheep.
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THE RESURRECTION

JOHN 20 TPT

“Very early Sunday morning, before sunrise, Mary Magdalene
made her way to the tomb. And when she arrived she discovered
that the stone that sealed the entrance to the tomb was moved
away! So she went running as fast as she could to go tell Peter
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. She told them,
“They’ve taken the Lord’s body from the tomb, and we don’t
know where he is!” Then Peter and the other disciple jumped up
and ran to the tomb to go see for themselves. They started out
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He didn’t enter the tomb, but peeked in, and saw only
the linen cloths lying there. Then Peter came behind him and
went right into the tomb. He too noticed the linen cloths lying
there, but the burial cloth that had been on Jesus’ head had
been rolled up and placed separate from the other cloths. Then
the other disciple who had reached the tomb first went in, and
after one look, he believed! For until then they hadn’t understood
the Scriptures that prophesied that he was destined to rise

from the dead. Puzzled, Peter and the other disciple then left
and went back to their homes. Mary arrived back at the tomb ,

broken and sobbing. She stooped to peer inside, and through her



JOHN 20 CONTINUED

tears she saw two angels in dazzling white robes, sitting where
Jesus’ body had been laid—one at the head and one at the feet!
“Dear woman, why are you crying?” they asked. Mary answered,
“They have taken away my Lord, and | don’t know where they’ve
laid him.” Then she turned around to leave, and there was Jesus
standing in front of her, but she didn’t realize that it was him!
He said to her, “Dear woman, why are you crying? Who are you
looking for?” Mary answered, thinking he was only the gardener,
“Sir, if you have taken his body somewhere else, tell me, and |
will go and..” “Mary,” Jesus interrupted her. Turning to face him,

she said, “Rabboni!” (Aramaic for “My teacher!”) Jesus cautioned
her, “Mary, don’t cling to me, for | haven’t yet ascended to God,
my Father. And he’s not only my Father and God, but now he’s
your Father and your God! Now go to my brothers and tell them
what I’'ve told you, that | am ascending to my Father—and your
Father, to my God—and your God!” Then Mary Magdalene left to
inform the disciples of her encounter with Jesus. “I have seen
the Lord!” she told them. And she gave them his message. That
evening, the disciples gathered together, and because they were
afraid of reprisals from the Jewish leaders, they had locked

the doors. But suddenly Jesus appeared among them and said,
“Peace to you!” Then he showed them the wounds of his hands
and his side—they were overjoyed to see the Lord with their

own eyes! Jesus repeated his greeting, “Peace to you!” And he

told them, “Just as the Father has sent me, I’'m now sending



JOHN 20 CONTINUED

you.” Then, taking a deep breath, he blew on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. | send you to preach the forgiveness of
sins—and people’s sins will be forgiven. But if you don’t proclaim
the forgiveness of their sins, they will remain guilty.” One of

the twelve wasn’t present when Jesus appeared to them—it
was Thomas, whose nickname was “the Twin.” So the disciples
informed him, “We have seen the Lord with our own eyes!”

Still unconvinced, Thomas replied, “There’s no way I’m going

to believe this unless | personally see the wounds of the nails
in his hands, touch them with my finger, and put my hand into
the wound of his side where he was pierced!” Then eight days
later, Thomas and all the others were in the house together. And
even though all the doors were locked, Jesus suddenly stood
before them! “Peace to you,” he said. Then, looking into Thomas’
eyes, he said, “Put your finger here in the wounds of my hands.
Here—put your hand into my wounded side and see for yourself.
Thomas, don’t give in to your doubts any longer, just believe!”
Then the words spilled out of his heart—“You are my Lord, and

1

you are my God!” Jesus responded, “Thomas, now that you’ve
seen me, you believe. But there are those who have never seen
me with their eyes but have believed in me with their hearts,
and they will be blessed even more!” Jesus went on to do many
more miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which

are not even included in this book. But all that is recorded here

is so that you will fully believe that Jesus is the Anointed One,



JOHN 20 CONTINUED

the Son of God, and that through your faith in him you will

experience eternal life by the power of his name!’
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"JESUS SAID TO
HER, "I AM THE
RESURRECTION
AND THE LIFE. HE
WHO BELIEVES
IN ME, THOUGH
HE MAY DIE, HE
SHALL LIVE."

OIN 11 25
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