
Regarding the Wesleyan Way of Salvation  

 

1. The gift of grace is available to all persons. Our Father in Heaven is not willing that any should be 
lost (Matthew 18:14), but that all may come to “the knowledge of truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). With St. 
Paul, we affirm the proclamation found in Romans 10:9, “That if you confess with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

2. Grace is the manifestation of God’s love toward fallen creation, to be freely received and freely 
given. This undeserved gift works to liberate humanity from both the guilt and power of sin, and live 
as children of God, freed for joyful obedience. In the classic Wesleyan expression, grace works in 
numerous ways throughout our lives, beginning with the general providence of God toward all. 

3. God’s prevenient or preventing grace refers to “the first dawning of grace in the soul,” mitigating 
the effects of original sin, even before we are aware of our need for God. It prevents the full 
consequences of humanity’s alienation from God and awakens conscience, giving an initial sense 
of God and the first inclinations toward life. Received prior to our ability to respond, preventing 
grace enables genuine response to the continuing work of God’s grace. 

 4. God’s convincing grace leads us to what the Bible terms “repentance”, awakening in us a desire 
to “flee the wrath to come” and enabling us to begin to “fear God and work righteousness.” 

5. God’s justifying grace works by faith to bring reconciliation to God through the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, what God does for us. It is pardon for sin and ordinarily results in assurance, “God’s 
Spirit witnessing with our spirit that we are children of God.” 

6. God’s sanctifying grace begins with God’s work of regeneration, sometimes referred to as “being 
born again.” It is God’s work in us as we continually turn to Him and seek to be perfected in His love. 
Sanctification is the process by which the Holy Spirit works to replace sin with the fruit of the Spirit. 
With John Wesley, we believe that a life of holiness and ultimately “entire sanctification” should be 
the goal of each individual’s journey with God. 

7. Our ultimate hope and promise in Christ is glorification where our souls and bodies are perfectly 
restored through this grace. 

 

 

 


