
ST HILDA’S ASHFORD

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

10AM  28TH JUNE 2026

The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
or see: https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263
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Welcome to St Hilda’s.   We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today,

If  you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself  to  the  people  at  the  back  of  the  church  and  to  the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted to 
meet you.

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so 
we can get to know one another.

Should  you  need  any  help  during  the  service  please  do  not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you.

There is a toddler's corner in the north aisle which young children 
are very welcome to use, and there activity sheets are available to 
occupy them.

Please indicate to the priest if you want a gluten free wafer during 
communion

We encourage parishioners to donate via PARISH GIVING:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-
hilda-ashford/

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119
CCLI License no. 708985

One License no. A-739460
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
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THE GATHERING

Introit Hymn
The Church's one foundation  is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the word:
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy Bride,
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, "How 

long?"
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

'Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

[Samuel Stone]

The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen
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Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All and also with you.

Words of welcome are said. (Junior Church are in the hall for Messy 
Church).

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins
and to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
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We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.   Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest,

All and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.
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The Collect - The Collect for the Week is said after a moment of silence

Almighty God,
by whose providence your servant John the Baptist
was wonderfully born,
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour
by the preaching of repentance:
lead us to repent according to his preaching
and, after his example,
constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice,
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading – Acts 12:1-11

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some 
who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of 
John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during 
the festival of Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, 
he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of 
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the 
people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, 
the church prayed fervently to God for him.

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, 
Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two 
soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping 
watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord 
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appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on 
the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the 
chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your 
belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to 
him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter 
went out and followed him; he did not realize that what 
was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought 
he was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and 
the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading 
into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they 
went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the 
angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I 
am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me 
from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish 
people were expecting.’

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Second Reading – 1 Peter 2:19-end

For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure 
pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are 
beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if 
you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have 
God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 
you should follow in his steps.

‘He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.’

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to 
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the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace,

Eternal fount of love,
Inflame, we pray, our inmost hearts

With fire from heaven above.

As thou in bond of love dost join
The Father and the Son,

So fill us all with mutual love,
And knit our hearts in one.

All glory to the Father be,
All glory to the Son,

All glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
While endless ages run.

[Latin, Charles Coffin,  tr. John Chandler]

Gospel Reading – Matthew 16:13-19

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

All Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Post-Gospel Hymn
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name,
Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death.

The Sermon – All sit

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come,   Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers end with the following:

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace – All stand

Christ is our peace.
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
During this hymn a collection will be taken.  You can use the QR 
code on page 2, and on the back of the chairs, for online donations.

Immortal love for ever full,
For ever flowing free,

For ever shared, for ever whole,
A never ebbing sea!

Our outward lips confess the name,
All other names above;

Love only knoweth whence it came
And comprehendeth love.

We may not climb the heavenly steeps
To bring the Lord Christ down;

In vain we search the lowest deeps,
For him no depths can drown.

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet
A present help is he;

And faith has still its Olivet,
And love its Galilee.
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The healing of his seamless dress
Is by our beds of pain;

We touch him in life's throng and press,
And we are whole again.

Through him the first fond prayers are said
Our lips of childhood frame;

The last low whispers of our dead
Are burdened with his name.

Alone, O Love ineffable,
Thy saving name is given;

To turn aside from thee is hell,
To walk with thee is heaven. [John Greenleaf Whittier]

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you

All and also with you

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
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For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross;
you raised him from the dead
and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:

All Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.   Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, 
in the language of our hearts we pray:

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our preferred language

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God,

All you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion 
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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All We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.

The president and people receive communion. 

All confirmed Anglicans, as well as all baptized Christians who truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are in a state of grace, are welcome 
to receive communion, provided they would normally do so in their own 
church. If you are not receiving communion today, you are warmly 
invited to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by bringing 
your order of service with you.

Communion Hymns
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,

Forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives thy service find,

In deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us, like them, without a word

Rise up and follow thee.
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O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,

O still small voice of calm! [John Whittier]

'Thou art the Christ, O Lord, 
The Son of God most high!'

For ever be adored that name in earth and sky,
In which, though mortal strength may fail,
The saints of God at last prevail.

O surely he was blest 
With blessedness unpriced, 

Who, taught of God, confessed 
The Godhead in the Christ;

For of thy Church, Lord, thou didst own 
Thy saint a true foundation-stone.

Thrice fallen, thrice restored! 
The bitter lesson learnt, 

That heart for thee, O Lord, 
With triple ardour burned. 

The cross he took he laid not down 
Until he grasped the martyr's crown.
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O bright triumphant faith, 
O courage void of fears,

O love most strong in death, 
O penitential tears! 

By these, Lord, keep us lest we fall, 
And make us go where thou shalt call.

[W. Walsham How]

Firmly I believe and truly
God is Three, and God is One;

And I next acknowledge duly
Manhood taken by the Son.

And I trust and hope most fully
In that Manhood crucified;

And each thought and deed unruly
Do to death, as he has died.

Simply to his grace and wholly
Light and life and strength belong,

And I love supremely, solely,
Him the holy, him the strong.

And I hold in veneration,
For the love of him alone,

Holy Church as his creation,
And her teachings are his own.

Adoration ay be given,
With and through the angelic host,

To the God of earth and heaven,
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

 [John Henry Newman.  Music © Oxford University Press]
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Prayers after Communion
Silence is kept after which the post-Communion prayer is said:

Merciful Lord,
whose prophet John the Baptist
proclaimed your Son as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world:
grant that we who in this sacrament
have known your forgiveness and your life-giving love
may ever tell of your mercy and your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.

   Notices – see pages 22 -23

THE DISMISSAL

We sing St. Hilda’s prayer using an Anglican chant:

May I be equal to your ‘ hope of ‘ me : if I am weak I ask 
that you send ‘ only what ‘ I can ‘ bear.
If I am strong may I ‘ shrink from no ‘ testing : that shall 
yield increase of strength, or win se’curity ‘ for my ‘ spirit.
I trust in ‘ thee O ‘ Lord : I say Thou art my God, my  ‘ times 
are ‘ in thy ‘ hand.
Amen
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Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always   Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ.   Amen.

Recessional Hymn
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound wherever he reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honours to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeats the long Amen. [Isaac Watts]

Please join us for tea or coffee after the service
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Please remember in your prayers this week:                 :

THOSE FOR WHOM OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ASKED:  
Emma Aldridge, Terri Aldridge, Emma Bennet, Ben Bishop, Stan Bishop, 
Brenda Charlton, Tony Charlton  Tony Diggins, Robert Dobbie, Allen 
Findel, Sheila Freeman, Gemma Hart, John and Betty Hunt, Lorna 
Jackson, Carole Kelly, Pat Kitto, Pat Kyle, Chris Maddock, Ray Nation, 
Massimo Pellizzari, Rev Chris Rogers, Annette Scott, Rosina Smith, Elsie 
Stone, Christine Taylor, Barbara Warne, Claire West, Jeremy Weston, 
Delia Woodley, Abby, Ben, Christine, Darren, Fiona, Ramin
If you know of someone who can be removed from this list, please tell 
Rosemary or email  communication@sthilda.org

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:  
Keith Strong, Maureen Goodhew, Ian Gould, Paula Kirkby, John Parish, 
Joanne Mary Busby, Chris Thomas

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK:  
George Davidson, Ellen Mary Salter, Helen Catherine Dixon, Geoffrey 
Peace, Evelyn Etheridge, Dorothy Blanche Hale, Eileen Oakes, John 
Frederick Clark, Russell Mark Piesley

Pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula, 
and for Fr. Domingos and his family 

also for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North Korea, 
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran and Nigeria.

for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Pray for the areas of the world where there is conflict, including:

the Middle East including Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Israel, Iran; 
India and Pakistan; Ukraine and Russia; Sudan; Myanmar.

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES   in the church  
Monday 7.30pm – Bible Study

Tuesday 9am – Morning Prayer*
Wednesday 11.00am – Eucharist

followed by Community Lunch (noon)
Thursday 9am – Morning Prayer*
Sunday 10am – Parish Eucharist

*Leaders and Readers wanted: see list at back of church

NOTICES
The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday.
Send to communication@sthilda.org

The Bible Study Group is continuing its study of the book of 
Daniel.   Visitors and new members welcome!

Feed My Sheep – Tuesday 23  rd   June at 2.30pm  
in the Small Hall.  The topic is Archbishops of Canterbury.

Ambling Through Acts – Thursday 2  nd   July at 7.30pm   in church.

St. Hilda’s Summer Fair – Saturday 4th July
Volunteers wanted – see lists at back of church.

*** WANTED! ***   Items for Newsletter
Please send contributions to editor@sthilda.org
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Family Fun Weekend
Saturday 11th July 9:30pm to1:30pm and
Sunday July 12th 10am and 4pm.
To set you up for a busy weekend all families are welcome to join 
us at the regular Parish Breakfast on Saturday 11th July at 
9:30am, you can indulge in a full breakfast or choose something 
lighter.  At the end of breakfast we hope Simon Shutt will talk to 
both children and adults about intergenerational worship.

There are several activities planned for the children based 
around the parable of the Sower. We will pause for a packed 
lunch (no nuts please) at 12 noon then prepare for the Sunday 
service which the children are hijacking by taking as many roles 
as they can. We may approach some families in advance of the 
event to prepare readings and intercessions.

Application forms are available at the back of the Church and we 
would be grateful if you could return the completed forms by 5th 
July.

The weekend concludes with a with a joyous celebration of 
Summer music performed by children and young people from 
local schools commencing at 4pm in Church.
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Contact Information
Vicar
Fr. Julius Anozie vicar@sthilda.org

+447359 876498
Lay Minister
Rosalyn Young rosalyn@sthilda.org

Churchwardens
Alison Garner Nick Gething

Email: warden@sthilda.org

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer
Tyler Pannone Khadijeh
Email: secretary@sthilda.org treasurer@sthilda.org

Parish Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@sthilda.org

Church Hall Bookings
Chris Davenport 01784 252170

The Parish Office:
St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 3QL

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org
Office hours are: Monday by appointment only

Tue: 9am-6pm, Wed: 12 noon-4:00pm,   Thur: 9am-6pm

Notices etc.    Email: communcation@sthilda.org

Website:   www.sthilda.org

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford

https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
http://www.sthilda.org/
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
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	All accept these prayers
	for the sake of your Son
	our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

