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Episode 1 

Introduction 

Key Idea 
Practically anyone with a helping of patience and love for Scripture can study the Bible. 

KEY RESOURCES 
Textbooks 

Duvall, J. Scott, and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping 
God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to 
Reading, Interpreting, and Applying the Bible. 
4th ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Academic, 2020. 

Abernethy, Andrew. Savoring Scripture: A Six-
Step Guide to Studying the Bible. Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022. 
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Study Bible 
Keener, Craig S., and John H. Walton, eds. 
Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: NIV. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2016. 

Bible Dictionary 
Barry, John D., David Bomar, Derek R. 
Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas 
Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus 
Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy Widder, 
eds. The Lexham Bible Dictionary. 
Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016. 

Digital Bible 
STEP Bible. Tyndale House, Cambridge, UK. 
www.stepbible.org 



Module 1 
Reading the Bible 
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Episode 2 
 

What is the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
What a person thinks the Bible is (and is not) and does (and does not do) will influence 
how they read the Bible. 
 
 
DEFINING THE BIBLE 
Reflect: How do I define the Bible? 
Answer the prompt: “The Bible is ______ because _______.” 
 
The Bible is … 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Because … 
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A Working Definition 
The following definitions, while not intended to be exhaustive, will serve as our guide for 
how we will approach reading the Bible in this course. 
 

• Materially, the Bible is an anthology of different types of texts. 
 
 
 

• Historically, the Bible is the writings of ancient Israel and Judah and the early 
Jewish followers of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
 
 

• Culturally, the Bible is written from ancient Middle Eastern, Jewish, and Greco-
Roman perspectives and concerns. 
 
 
 

• Religiously, the Bible—Old and New Testaments—is the sacred text of Christianity. 
 
 
 

• Spiritually, the Bible is the complete and divinely inspired testimony to (1) the 
history of God’s intervention in human affairs, centered on the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and (2) the revelation of God’s will for humanity. It is 
trustworthy in all that it affirms. 
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WHICH BIBLE? 
 

 
Septuagint. Biblical texts written in Hebrew were translated into Greek from the 3rd to 1st 
centuries BC. Together, these Greek translations of the Hebrew Bible are usually referred to as 
the Septuagint. 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 

 

WATCH WATCH LISTEN  WATCH 

   

 

 

What is the Bible? The Story of the Bible Making of the Bible  Trust NT Manuscripts? 
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Episode 3 

Which Translation? 

Key Idea 
There are many good Bible translations. Choose a reliable translation you can 
understand and that fits the task. 

THE BIBLE AROUND THE WORLD 
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A Truly Very Brief History of Bible Translation 

• Greek Septuagint/LXX (3rd–1st centuries BC) 

• Latin Vulgate (AD 383–405) 

• Wycliffe Bible (1380s) 

• William Tyndale’s New Testament (1526/1534) and Pentateuch (1530) 

• Great Bible (1539) 

• Geneva Bible (1560) 

• Bishops’ Bible (1568) 

• Douai-Rheims Bible (1593) 

• Authorized Version, aka KJV (1611)  

• Revised KJV (1769) 
 
 
WHAT DOES TRANSLATION INVOLVE ANYWAY? 
Reflect: How do I think translation works? 
By yourself, identify the purpose, factors, and potential pitfalls of translating from one 
language to another. Then discuss your answers with a friend or group. 
 
Purpose: 
 
 
 

 
 
Factors: 
 
 
 

 
 
Pitfalls: 
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The Goal of Translation 

“…reproducing the ________________ of a [verbal communication] that is in one 
language (the source language), as fully as possible, in another language (the 
receptor language).” 

—Mark Strauss, Distorting Scripture? (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
1998, 77, as quoted in Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 16 

Consider Meaning in the Form of Alphabetic Acrostics in the Hebrew Bible 

The Hebrew alphabet is 22 letters long, from aleph (א) to tav (ת). A basic alphabetic 
acrostic begins each verse with the next letter of the alphabet—22 letters, 22 verses. 

Psalm 119 (aka “The Great Psalm”) 
Aleph 1 א Blessed (ʾashrey) are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the 

law of the LORD! 
Bet 9 ב How (bammeh) can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it

according to your word. 
Gimmel 17 ג Deal bountifully (gemol) with your servant, that I may live and keep your

word. 
Dalet 25 ד My soul clings (dabeqah) to the dust; give me life according to your 

word! 
Hey 33 ה Teach me (horeyniy), O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it 

to the end. 
Waw 41 ו Let your steadfast love come to me (wiyboʾuniy), O LORD, your 

salvation according to your promise; 
Zayin 49 ז Remember (zekor) your word to your servant, in which you have made 

me hope. 

Lamentations (a response to the destruction of Jerusalem) 

Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 

Aleph (א) – Tav (ת)

22 verses 

1 verse / letter 

Aleph (א) – Tav (ת)

22 verses 

1 verse / letter 

Aleph (א) – Tav (ת)

66 verses 

3 verses / letter 

Aleph (א) – Tav (ת)

22 verses 

1 verse / letter 

Aleph (א) – Tav (ת)

22 verses 

random order 
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The Translator’s Challenge 
When a translator must decide between rendering form or the meaning of the text, Duvall 
and Hays lay out the principle that determines the way forward: 

 
“The form of the original language is important, but form should not have priority over 
___________________. What is most important is that the contemporary reader 
understands the meaning of the original text. When a translator can reproduce the 
meaning while preserving form, all the better.” 

—Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 16 
 
Key Point About Translation 
Translation is an act of _________________________. 
 
 
TWO MAIN APPROACHES TO BIBLE TRANSLATION 
Generally, English versions fall somewhere on a scale between two translation 
approaches. 
 
More Formal Translation Approach 

• Characterized by a keen responsibility to reproduce the words and language 
patterns of the source text. 

• Characterized by a lesser concern for how well the translation sounds in the target 
language. 

 
More Functional Translation Approach 

• Aims to convey the meaning of the original by reproducing a similar effect on the 
target audience as the original would have had on an original audience. 
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CHOOSING A TRANSLATION 
No worthwhile translation will be purely formal or purely functional, but a blend of both 
on a matter of degree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Tips for Choosing a Translation 
 

1. Choose a translation that uses _______________ English. 
 
 

2. Choose a translation based on the standard ___________ and ___________ 
texts. 
o For the Old Testament: Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS). 
o For the New Testament: United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament (GNT) or 

Nestle-Aland’s Novum Testamentum Graece. 
 
 

3. Prefer a translation by _________________ over one by a single translator. 
 
 

4. Choose a translation that ___________ the _____________. 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
Form and Meaning in Song of Songs 2:12 
Spend some time by yourself noting differences in how the following English versions 
have translated and formatted Song 2:12. What wording (concepts) and formatting 
differences stand out to you? What might the differences tell you about how each 
translation is interpreting the verse? Feel free to markup the texts and/or write your 
observations and questions in the open space. 

New Living Translation (NLT, 1996) 
The flowers are springing up, and the time of singing birds has come, even then 
cooing of turtledoves. 

English Standard Version (ESV) 
The flowers appear on the earth, 

the time of singing4 has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land. 

New American Standard Bible (NASB, 1995) 
‘The flowers have already appeared in the land; 
The time has arrived for apruning the vines, 
And the voice of the turtledove has been heard in our land. 

Lexham English Bible (LEB) 
The blossoms appear in the land; 

the time of singings has arrived; 
the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. 
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Episode 4 

Our Posture as Bible Readers 

Key Idea 
We must be diligent students of the Word so that we may be faithful doers of the Word. 
Our minds and hearts matter for faithful Bible study. 

OUR POSTURE 
The Posture We Need 
The process of reading the Bible well can come to feel like pure “head work” rather than 
“heart work” if we lose sight of Scripture as a place where we may encounter God. 

“… entry into the Bible demands a particular posture of mind and heart. When we read 
the Bible with the right posture, the odds of meeting with God and hearing his voice 
increases.” 

—Abernethy, Savoring Scripture, 2 

A posture of ________________________ can position us to hear God through 
Scripture. 

Childlikeness and Jesus 
Jesus applauded the lowly and marginalized for their openness to the things of God: 

“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children.’” (Matt 11:25; Luke 10:21) 
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“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 18:3; Mark 10:14; Luke 18:17) 

 
Childlikeness and the Apostle Paul 
Paul disciples Timothy, Titus, and Onesimus in the faith: 
 

Timothy 
“my true child in the faith” (1 Tim 1:2) 
“my child” (1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 2:1) 
“my beloved child” (2 Tim 1:2) 
 
Titus 
“my true child in a common faith” (Titus 1:4) 
 
Onesimus 
“my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment” (Philemon 10) 

 
Reflect: What do I think makes for a posture of childlikeness? 
Spend some time by yourself contemplating one of the following questions, then discuss 
your thoughts with someone else or with your group. 
 
What does it take to cultivate a spirit of childlikeness? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What does it reveal about God’s character that he delights in revealing himself to “little 
children”? 
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What causes a posture of suspicion when it comes to the Bible? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What difference would having a posture of trust make when reading the Bible? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Four Attributes of Childlikeness 
A diligent student of Scripture is: 
 

• ______________ like a child. 
 
 

• ______________ like a child. 
 
 

• ______________ like a child. 
 
 

• ______________ on family like a child. 
 

  





Module 2 
Reading Ourselves 
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Episode 5 

The Reader as Interpreter 

Key Idea 
A self-aware reader is better positioned to hear the Bible on its own term. 

THE READER AS INTERPRETER 
The reader stands in indirect communication with an author because the author’s 
message is mediated by a text. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Figure 5.1 Relationship between author and audience 

The Author’s Role 
For the author’s part, effective communication will depend on such factors as: 

• the author’s language skills,

• how clear the author wants to be,

• who the author assumes the audience will be,

• and how much information the author expects the audience will need.
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The Reader’s Role 
A reader’s ability to comprehend an author’s meaning also depends on many factors, 
such as: 

• the reader’s proficiency in the author’s language, 

• how much cultural overlap the reader shares with the author, 

• how well the reader can relate to or understand the author’s perspective, 

• and how well the reader knows the author. 
 
 
Shared Knowledge 
The amount of knowledge and background a reader shares with an author will determine 
how well the reader will interpret the author. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Figure 5.2 Author and reader with shared knowledge sets 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
Figure 5.3 Author and reader with different knowledge sets 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Figure 5.4 Reader retrieving author’s perspective 
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THE SELF-AWARE READER 
The dynamics at work in the practice of reading also apply, and we might even say are 
amplified, when we read the Bible. 
 
 
The Value of Self-Awareness 
Isaiah 40:31 KJV 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
They shall run, and not be weary; 
And they shall walk, and not faint. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Figure 5.5 The meaning of “wait” in Isaiah 40:31 
 
 
Reflect: Who am I? 
List at least ten specific factors, attributes, experiences about yourself that might 
influence the way you interpret the Bible. Spend some time sharing your list, as you feel 
comfortable, with someone else or with your group. 
 
1. Nationality/Race/Ethnicity: 
2. Age/Generation: 
3. Gender: 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 



 27 

Episode 6 
 

Who Controls the Meaning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
The meaning of a biblical passage is found in the message the biblical writer intended to 
communicate and how they intended to communicate it. 
 
 
TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT 
Who Controls the Meaning? 

• Author: ___________________ - _________________ 

• Reader: _______________ - _________________ or death of the author 
 
What do we do with the meaning question? How do we decide who controls meaning? 

• __________________________ is key 
 

“We do not create the meaning. Rather we seek to discover the meaning that has 
been placed there by the author.” 

—Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 197 
 
Divine Authorial Intent 
Because God inspired the human biblical authors in the composition of Scripture, we 
affirm that the human biblical author’s intent is ________________  ______ in God’s 
authorial intent. 
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TYPES OF MEANING 
Inner-Biblical Interpretation / Scripture Interpreting Scripture 
Old Testament interprets the Old Testament: Daniel interprets Jeremiah: 
 

Jeremiah 25:11-12 
11 This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years. 12 Then after seventy years are completed, I will punish 
the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, 
declares the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste. 
 
Daniel 9:1-2 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the LORD to 
Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, 
namely, seventy years. 

 
 
New Testament interprets the Old Testament: Matthew interprets Isaiah’s prophecy: 
 

Isaiah 7:14-16 NRSV 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the ʿalmah is1 with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 

 
Historical background: 

• Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel plan to team up and attack the nation of 
Judah. 

• Judah is led by King Ahaz. 

• Isaiah is speaking to Ahaz about the two kings, Rezin and Pekah. 

• The ʿalmah is a young woman living in Judah, and Ahaz likely knows her. 

 
1 The Hebrew wording suggests the ʿalmah is already pregnant. Many English versions interpret the 
pregnancy as a future event, but the NRSV seems to reflect the Hebrew more accurately. 
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Linguistic background: 

• The Hebrew word ʿalmah refers to an adolescent girl or young woman who 
has yet to become a mother. 

• ʿalmah can be applied to a virgin teenage girl still living with her parents or 
a young married woman who is pregnant. 

• The related abstract words ʿalumim and ʿalmanut describe a barren 
rejected wife in Isaiah 54:4. Barrenness was not for lack of trying; couples 
consummated their marriages. 

 
 

Septuagint translates/interprets Isaiah 7:14 into Greek (LES, 2nd edition) 
Because of this, the Lord himself will give you a sign: Look, the parthenos will 
conceive in the womb and will bear a son, and you will call his name Immanuel. 
 

Linguistic background: 

• The Classical Greek word parthenos can refer to a virgin, but not always. 

• The Septuagint translator of Isaiah is known to be imprecise. 

• A few centuries later, the New Testament uses parthenos to mean “virgin.” 
 
 
Matthew 1:20–25 (ESV) quotes the Greek Septuagint to interpret Isaiah 
20 … behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for what has been conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 

23 ‘Behold, the parthenos shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel’ 

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 
Linguistic background: 

• A few centuries after the Septuagint, the New Testament uses parthenos 
exclusively to mean “virgin.”  



 30 

Allegorical or Symbolic Meaning 
Finds symbolic meaning in people, things, places, actions, events, etc., in addition to the 
literal meaning of the words of a biblical author. 

 
Philo of Alexandria allegorizes Sarah and Hagar from the book of Genesis 
1 (Gen. 16:5) Why does Sarah, as it were, repent, saying to Abraham, “I am  
2 wronged by thee. I have given my maidservant into thy bosom, but seeing  
3 that she is pregnant, I have been dishonoured before her”?  
4 This statement contains doubt and indecision. And it is clear that the  
5 “since” is the same as “the time when I gave my maidservant.” And the other  
6 statement refers to a person, that is, when she says, “By thee I am wronged.”  
7 For this is a reproach. And it is proper (for Scripture) to keep the good,  
8 worthy, truthful and unforgetting husband from blame and accusation and  
9 always to present him with all honour, calling him “lord.” But the first  
10 statement is true, for since the time when she gave (him) her maidservant  
11 and made her his concubine, she seemed to be disesteemed and  
12 dishonoured. That is the literal meaning. But as for the deeper meaning,  
13 when someone gives (to another) the maidservant of wisdom, the latter,  
14 being ignorant and through sophistic reasoning, dishonours the mistress.  
15 For when he receives and delights in the splendour of the school studies,  
16 since each of them is very attractive and seductive and, as it were, has the  
17 power of forcibly drawing (others) to itself, he is from then on no longer able  
18 to find time to unite with the mistress either in respect of enjoying the  
19 image of wisdom or her wonderful appearance until that cutter of things, the  
20 divine Logos, supervenes and separates, divides and cuts off the probable  
21 from the true, and the means from the ends, and secondary things from  
22 those ranged in the first rank. Wherefore she says later, “God will judge  
23 between me and thee.” 

(Loeb Classical Library, 1:210–211, III 23) 
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Typological Meaning 
Appreciates the literal meaning of the text, but also observes that the literal point of 
reference in the Old Testament serves as a type that points beyond itself to a later 
referent in the New Testament: 

 
“a biblical event, person or institution which serves as an example or pattern for other 
events, persons or institutions.” 

—Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 222 
 
 
Literal Meaning 
The text says what it says, and means no more. 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. (Revelation 21:1) 
 
Q: A strictly literal interpretation concludes that bodies of water will be absent in the 
new earth. Is that what this passage intends to communicate? 

 
 
Which Meaning? 
The Bible attests to allegorical, typological, and literal meanings, and we should follow 
the clues of the biblical text to detect which meaning(s) are present. 
 
 
Literary Meaning 
The biblical authors were well versed in literary and rhetorical devices, and they drew 
upon their own cultural contexts to speak to the people, situations, and institutions of 
their own day. 
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THINK ABOUT THIS 
Reflect: Authorial Intention vs Reader Response 
Answer the following prompts on your own. If you’re with someone else or with your 
group, share your thoughts. 
 
How would you explain to a child the difference between authorial intention and reader 
response? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What results would you expect when reading the Bible according to either approach? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In what situation(s) might a reader change an author’s intended meaning? 
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Is there a place to practice both approaches to reading the Bible? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GIVE IT A TRY 
How active is your imagination? If you can come up with a far-fetched, “superspiritual” 
allegorical interpretation of 2 Kings 2:23-24, you just might be an ancient interpreter! 
 

23 He [Elisha] went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on the way, 
some small boys came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you 
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!” 24 And he turned around, and when he saw them, he 
cursed them in the name of the LORD. And two she-bears came out of the woods and 
tore forty-two of the boys. 

 
 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 
 

WATCH  WATCH  WATCH 

 

 

 

 

 
Divine authorial intent  Medieval Interpretation 

 
Matthew and Isaiah 7:14 
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Episode 7 
 

The Role of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
We study the meaning of the text; the Holy Spirit brings the meaning to bear on our lives. 
 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S RELATIONSHIP TO SCRIPTURE 
Reflect: Spirit and Scripture 
How do you understand the Holy Spirit’s relationship to Scripture? Record your answer. If 
you’re with someone or with your group, share your thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With help from the Apostle Paul, we can view the Holy Spirit’s relationship to Scripture as 
a two-fold dynamic. First, Paul tells Timothy that: 
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God (theopneustos) … (2 Tim 3:16a) 
 
Second, Paul continues his statement to Timothy, affirming that all Scripture is: 
 

… profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim 3:16b-17) 



 36 

Jesus’s testimony about the Holy Spirit’s role in changing hearts and affirming truth: 
 

8 And when he [the Helper/Spirit] comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment … 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth. (John 16:8, 13) 

 
The Spirit does not necessarily distance himself from our brains: 
 

“Some [Christian scholars] thus suggest that, ultimately, illumination’s object may be 
less about enabling grammatical exegesis of the sort we are already capable of 
doing on our own, and instead about enabling us to recognize the text’s demands for 
us and to embrace the text’s message in faith… Still, the Spirit can be active even on 
the level of exegesis, most often through the clear functioning of our cognitive 
faculties in exploring and embracing the text.” 

—Keener, Spirit Hermeneutics, Introduction 
 
 
SPIRIT-EMPOWERED INTERPRETATION 
Duvall and Hays list what we can expect the Spirit to do and not do when we interpret 
the Bible. 
 

û The Spirit does not make valid interpretation __________________. 

ü The Spirit does expect us to use our ____________, proper interpretive 
methods, and good study resources to interpret the Bible accurately. 

 

û The Spirit does not create new _______________ or ________________. 

ü The Spirit does help us to grasp the theological _____________________ 
of God’s word. 

 

û The Spirit does not _______________ the Bible to suit our purposes or 
match our circumstances. 

ü The Spirit ____________ the meaning of the Bible to bear on the reader. 
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The Holy Spirit in the Community of Believers 
You never know what the Spirit has in store for you and through you when                             
happens around God’s Word! 
 
 
SPIRIT-LED READING 
Lectio Divina 
Devotional reading of Scripture, where we savor God’s Word, is just as vital to our 
spiritual formation. 
 

 
 
“Lectio divina brings us to the heart of Bible reading: prayerful (oratio) study (lectio) 
that seeps (meditatio) into our heart and draws us into communion with God 
(contemplatio).” 

—Abernethy, Savoring Scripture, 124 
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Integrating studious and devotional readings of Scripture: 
 

1. ___________ (oratio) the Spirit to illuminate, personalize, and empower your 
reading. 

2. Carefully ___________ (lectio) the biblical passage for the biblical author’s 
intended meaning, with an eye for details in the passage and an ear for the 
author’s intended response by the reader/hearer. 

3. ___________ (meditatio) on the passage’s meaning and ________________ 
(contemplatio) with the Spirit as he helps you see how you can faithfully 
respond to Scripture. 

4. Following the Holy Spirit’s lead, go and ____________ your faithful response. 
 
 
GIVE IT A TRY 
If you’ve never tried lectio divina, then give it a test drive on Psalm 23. Check out the 24-
7 Prayer vids at the QR code below for an excellent entry into this spiritual discipline. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 READ  READ  WATCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Nijay Gupta reviews 

Spirit Hermeneutics 
 

Role of the Holy Spirit 
 

Lectio Divina 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module 3 
Reading the Text 
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Episode 8 
 

Reading the Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
Reading closely means slowing down to notice the details and asking questions. 
 
 
FLOW & CONTEXT 
Anatomy of a Text 
We can stave off much confusion and misunderstanding by discerning different levels of 
textual organization. Let’s work with three levels of how a text is organized: 
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Attention to Detail 
We can detect a biblical author’s interests and flow of thought by observing details and 
patterns in a text. 
 

Genesis 22:1–14 
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw (rʾh) the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 
over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the 
knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide (rʾh) for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked (rʾh), and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide (rʾh)”; as it 

is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided (rʾh).” 
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THE SENTENCE 
Ten Points of Sentence Observation: 

 
1. Repetition of words 
2. Contrasts between words, characters, actions, etc. 
3. Comparisons between words, characters, actions, etc. 
4. Lists of three or more items 
5. Cause and Effect. 
6. Figures of Speech, such as metaphor and hyperbole 
7. Conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or) that signal how ideas connect to each other 
8. Verbs, which express active/passive, past/present/ongoing/future action or states 

of being 
9. Pronouns that identify who is doing what to whom 
10. Attraction between ideas, concepts, activities, etc.2 

 
 
Close Reading Ephesians 2:4 
 

 
 

 
2 Duvall and Hays provide nine points; this tenth point has been added. 
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THE SUBUNIT 
The Boundaries of a Text 
Most subunits or paragraphs will have a relatively clear beginning and end, and 
sometimes a biblical author will use ancient literary devices that explicitly signal the 
boundaries of a subunit.  
 

Inclusio in Psalm 150 
1 Praise the LORD! 

  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens!  
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!  
3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!  
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!  
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

  Praise the LORD! 
 
 
Ten Points of Subunit Observation that can help guide our observation process: 
 

1. General to specific and specific to general statements that sum up or specify 
2. Questions and answers 
3. Dialogue 
4. Means: indicates that something was done by means of someone/something 
5. Purpose/result statements: indicates why something was/is/will be done 
6. Conditional clauses: note if a condition is placed on an outcome 
7. Actions/roles of people: note how the text characterizes people by what they do 

or should do 
8. Actions/roles of God: note how the text characterizes God 
9. Emotional terms 
10. Tone: note the tenor and mood of a passage 
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Andrew Abernethy’s 7-Step Reading Strategy 
1. Identify the beginning and end of the passage 
2. Read the passage at least 5 times, slowly 
3. Mark off units of thought 
4. Mark up repeated or related ideas and terms 
5. Write a title for each subunit 
6. Reread the passage slowly 
7. Write a summary sentence of the entire passage 

 
 
THE DISCOURSE 
For our purposes, discourse refers to a span of text that encompasses two or more subunits. 
 
Creative Arrangement of Discourse 
Reading biblical discourse well also means being alert to how large spans of biblical text may be 
organized or arranged differently than we might expect. 
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John Goldingay proposes that the entire book of Isaiah has a strategic literary pattern: 
 

 
 
 
Five Points of Discourse Observation 

 
1. Connections between paragraphs and episodes 
2. Story shifts and pivots 
3. Interchange: does the passage shift back and forth between two scenes or characters? 
4. Chiasm: is the passage symmetrically arranged, e.g., a-b-c-d-c’-b’-a’ or a-b-b’-a’? 
5. Inclusio: does the passage open and close with similar statements or events? 

 
 

NEXT STEP 
For an example of close reading a subunit, watch Bonus Module Episode 18 for a 
demonstration on Ephesians 2:1–10. 
 
Then practice on the GIVE IT A TRY exercises on the following pages. 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 8.1 
Using the list of Ten Points of Sentence Observation as a guide, make as many specific 
observations as possible on Acts 1:8. Avoid interpreting the verse, just note observations. 
Be patient with the process. Read and reread. 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 



 48 

Practice 8.2 
Using the list of Ten Points of Sentence Observation as a guide, make as many specific 
observations as possible on Deuteronomy 6:4–6. Avoid interpreting the verse, just note 
observations. Be patient with the process. Read and reread. 
 
 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
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19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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Practice 8.3 
Using the two lists of Ten Points of Sentence & Subunit Observation as guides, make as 
many specific observations as possible on Philippians 2:1–4. Avoid interpreting the verse, 
just note observations. Be patient with the process. Read and reread. 
 
 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 
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14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 
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Practice 8.4 
Using the list of Ten Points of Sentence & Subunit Observation as guides, make as many 
specific observations as possible on Psalm 1. Be patient. Think hard. Read and reread. 
 
 
1 Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  

2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and on his law he meditates day and night.  

3 He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers.  

4 The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 
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Practice 8.5 
Read Mark 5:21–43 combines a story about Jairus and his daughter and one about a 
bleeding woman. Mark off where the stories intersect. Then list as many comparisons 
and contrasts between the stories. Read and reread the passage several times to get the 
flow of the text and the big picture. Be patient. 
 

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd 
gathered about him, and he was beside the sea.  
22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he 
fell at his feet  
23 and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. 
Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.”  
24 And he went with him. And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him.  
25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years,  
26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was no better but rather grew worse.  
27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and 
touched his garment.  
28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.”  
29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease.  
30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately 
turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?”  
31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you 
say, ‘Who touched me?’ ”  
32 And he looked around to see who had done it.  
33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling 
and fell down before him and told him the whole truth.  
34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.”  
35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said, 
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”  
36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not 
fear, only believe.”  
37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother 
of James.  
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38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a 
commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.  
39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and 
weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.”  
40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father and 
mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was.  
41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say 
to you, arise.”  
42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of 
age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.  
43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give 
her something to eat. 

 
Jairus story Bleeding woman story 

1. Jairus is a man 1. a woman 

2. Jairus goes to Jesus for help publicly 2. woman goes to Jesus for help privately 
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Practice 8.6 
Using all the points of observation discussed in this lesson as guides, make as many 
specific observations as possible on Mark 11:12–21. In addition to making sentence -level 
notes and observations, mark off subunits and explain how you think they relate to each 
other. Read the passage several times to get the flow of the text and the big picture, Be 
patient. Read and reread. 
 
 

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry.  

13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything 

on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for 

figs.  

14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples 

heard it.  

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out 

those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 

the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.  

16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.  

17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 

called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”  

18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy 

him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching.  

19 And when evening came they went out of the city.  

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.  

21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed 

has withered.” 

  



 57 

Use this page for your notes to Practice 8.6 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

 
WATCH  WATCH  WATCH  WATCH  WATCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Keep Looking  How I Study the Bible 

 Digging into Bible Study: 
Intro 

 Digging into Bible Study: 
Day 1 – Starting Steps 

 Digging into Bible Study: 
Day 2 – Making Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Module 4 
Reading with the 
Ancient Audience 
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Episode 9 
 

Bible Backgrounds and 
Geographic Context 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
Every time we read the Bible, we step into ancient foreign territory. 
 
 
CONTEXT OF THE BIBLICAL WORLD 
We will consider five areas of context or background that will help us understand the 
message of Scripture more accurately: 

1. Geography 

2. History 

3. Culture 

4. Language 

5. Literature 

 

Resources to start studying Bible backgrounds: 

• NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible 

• Lexham Bible Dictionary, a free electronic dictionary available on the free Logos 
Bible Software app. 

• Step Bible at stepbible.org for searching the biblical text 
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GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT 
Human history plays out on the game board of geography. 
 

The Sign of Jonah in Matthew 12:39–40 (cf. Matt 16:1-4; Luke 11:16, 29-32) 
39 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For just as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.  

 
Key idea: The sign of Jonah, the three days and nights that Jonah spent in the belly 
of a fish. 
 
Question: Why did Jesus choose the sign of Jonah at this point, for this audience? 
Research: Search for “three days” in the Old Testament using the Step Bible website: 
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Question: Who is Jonah? 
Research: Search for Jonah in the Bible. 

Jonah’s first mention appears in 2 Kings 14:25: 
[Jeroboam] restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of 
the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spoke 
by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. 

Question: What is there to know about Jonah’s hometown of Gath-hepher? 
Research: Look up “Jonah” (and “Gath-hepher”) in the Lexham Bible Dictionary: 
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Research (cont.): Locate Gath-hepher on Bible maps in the Cultural Backgrounds 
Study Bible. 
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An answer to our initial question: Jonah’s story was part of the local history. Jesus 
chose Jonah’s three days because the local audience, the people of Galilee, would 
immediately connect to Jonah’s story. 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 9.1 
Read Ruth 1. Then locate Bethlehem, Judah, and Moab on a Bible map and learn more 
about these places with any study resources you have, such as a Bible dictionary (e.g., 
Lexham or Biblehub.com) and a study Bible. Make notes about history, events, important 
figures, religious significance, and other points you find interesting. 
 
Bethlehem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Judah 
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Moab 
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Practice 9.2 
Step 1: Read and chart it. 
Read part of Paul’s second missionary journey in Acts 16:1–12. Read it once to get a feel 
for the story. Then, read the passage a second time, writing down each city and region in 
the order they are mentioned. Note the verse that mentions each location. Write a C or R 
if you can identify a place as a city or a region; if you can’t, leave it blank (for now). 
 

Verse  Place  C/R  Verse  Place  C/R 

1  Derbe         

           

           

           

           

           

           

 
Step 2: Map it. 
Using the Bible Mapper WebViewer (https://biblemapper.com/web/), create a map of all 
the places mentioned in Acts 16:1–12. Return to Step 1 and fill in any missing C/R blanks. 

Tips 

• Go to the Bible Mapper link (above). 

• Click on the magnifying glass. 

• Correctly type the name of a place in the search box. 

• Select the place from the generated list. 

• Zoom out/in using the plus/minus that sits to the right of the magnifying glass. 
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Step 3: Align and measure it. 
Chart Paul’s movement from place to place in the chart below. Align the cities within their 
larger regions. Then, using the Bible Mapper, measure the distance Paul travels from one 
place to the next. Tally up the total distance that Paul had to travel. How many miles by 
foot? How many miles by boat? 

Tips 

• Click on the Get Distance box [|1 |] that sits to the right of the minus box. 

• The Distance Calculator will pop up. 

• Correctly type the name of the starting City into the Location 1 search box. 

• Select the place from the dropdown list. 

• Correctly type the name of the Next City into the Location 2 search box. 

• Select the place from the dropdown list. 

• Click the “Get Distance” button to generate the miles/kilometers. 
 

Verse  City (Region)  Next City (Region)  Miles 

1  Derbe (Galatia)  Lystra (Galatia)  58.7472 

2,4  Lystra (Galatia)  Iconium (Galatia)   

       

       

       

       

       

 
Step 4: Imagine it. 
Imagine yourself on Paul’s travelling missionary team 2000 years ago. Describe in as 
much detail as possible the difficulties, threats, and opportunities that the task of 
travelling—by foot and by boat—between cities would present. This imagined experience 
doesn’t even include what takes place in the different cities you would visit. 
 
Step 5: Reflect on it. 
Now that you’ve imagined yourself travelling with Paul to spread the gospel, read 
Philippians 4:10–13. How does studying and imagining the geography of Acts 16:1–12 
influence your reading of Paul’s testimony to the Philippians? 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

 

 

  
WATCH  WATCH  WATCH  VISIT VISIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Old Testament Background  New Testament Background 

 
Bible Lands Teaching Videos 

 
Bible Mapper Online Bible Dictionary 

Link to RightNow Media 

 

 Link to RightNow Media 

 

  

 

  

 

(dated but good) 
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Episode 10 
 

Historical Context 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
The Bible bears witness to God’s intervention in human history. We do well to know 
biblical history to better understand the biblical message. 
 
 
LAYERS OF HISTORICAL RELEVANCE 
As we consider historical context, we want to be mindful that there may be multiple 
layers of historical relevance. 

1. Temporal setting 

2. Historical setting 

3. Reception history 

 
 
GETTING TO THE HISTORICAL-CONTEXT 
We can access and use the historical context in three general steps: 

1. Read the biblical passage closely 

2. Consult a study Bible and Bible dictionary 

3. Reread the biblical passage 
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Example of Historical Context 
 

Isaiah 6:1 
In the year that King Uzziah died I [Isaiah] saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 

 
Step 1: Read and Make Notes 

• Who is King Uzziah? 

• What year did Uzziah die? 

• Isaiah has his vision in the temple, so that means this vision takes place when the 
temple still exists. 

 
Step 2a: Consult Study Bible Articles and Explainers 
The Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible describes the book of Isaiah’s historical settings: 
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This description provides some important historical data: 
 

 
 
 
Our Study Bible also includes a more detailed historical explanation: 
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This historical explanation provides more data to work with: 
 

 
 
 
Our Study Bible includes a timeline that helps us visualize this period in biblical history: 
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The timeline clarifies the dates relevant to Uzzah’s reign: 

• Uzziah (aka Azariah) reigned 52 years, the longest reign in Judah over the last 170 
years, which accords with the historical explanation that Judah enjoyed a peaceful 
and prosperous existence for some time. 

• Jeroboam II died in 753 BC, eight years before Tiglath-pileser III rose to power. 
 

Step 2b: Consult Bible Dictionary 
The Lexham Bible Dictionary’s article on Uzziah describes the reign of this king of Judah. 
 

 
 

The dictionary article describes Uzziah’s reign as: 

• Generally favorable, he was a righteous king (2 Kings 15:3) 

• He restored Elath and built up Judah (2 Kings 14:22; 2 Chronicles 26:9-15) 

• He had military success and influence (2 Chronicles 26:8) 

• His reign enjoyed productive harvest and livestock (2 Chronicles 26:10-13) 
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Step 2c: Consult Study Bible Notes 
The note to Isaiah 6:1 summarizes the historical situation around Uzziah’s reign: 
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Summarize the historical picture for yourself: 
 

Uzziah was king of Judah for 52 years (792-740 BC), the longest reigning king in 
Judah for quite some time. His reign was marked by peace, military strength, 
economic prosperity, and influence. He was also a decent king, doing what was right 
in Yhwh’s eyes. His contemporary in Israel was King Jeroboam II. When Jeroboam 
died, political turmoil in Israel followed, and the Assyrian empire seems to have 
applied pressure on this situation. Then in 745 BC, a new king in Assyria rose to 
power, Tiglath-pileser III. This king dominated the Middle East and expanded the 
Assyrian empire. Five years into Tiglath-pileser’s reign, King Uzziah of Judah dies. As 
the Study Bible note to this verse explains, the death of Uzziah likely prompted grief 
and fear in Judah since he was likely the only king most of the people ever knew, and 
during his reign, the nation enjoyed peace and prosperity. If Israel suffered political 
turmoil and foreign pressure after Jeroboam’s death, how much more might the 
nation of Judah suffer now that Tiglath-pileser III is on the scene? 

 
Step 3: Reread the Passage with Its Historical Context in Mind 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died I [Isaiah] saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 10.1 
Carefully read Nahum 1 (only 15 verses) at least twice. 

1. Make notes about any person, nation, event, and location mentioned that might 
help you understand the historical context to the book of Nahum. Raise questions 
among your notes.  

2. Use a reliable study Bible and Bible dictionary to make more notes about Nahum’s 
historical backdrop, noting dates, historical periods, world powers, empires, key 
persons, etc. Synthesize the historical data into a summarizing backstory. 

3. Reread Nahum 1 with the historical background in mind. 
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Practice 10.2 
Carefully read Amos 1:1 and 7:10-17 at least twice. 

1. Make notes about any person, nation, event, and location mentioned that might 
help you understand the historical context to the book of Amos. Raise questions 
among your notes. 

2. Use a reliable study Bible and/or Bible dictionary to make more notes about 
Amos’s historical backdrop, noting dates, historical periods, world powers, 
empires, key persons, etc. Synthesize the historical data into a summarizing 
backstory. 

3. Reread Amos 1:1 and 7:10-17 with the historical background in mind. 
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Practice 10.3 
Carefully read the book of Haggai (only 2 chapters; 38 verses) at least twice. 

1. Make notes about any person, nation, event, and location mentioned that might 
help you understand the historical context to the book of Haggai. Raise questions 
among your notes. 

2. Use a reliable study Bible and/or Bible dictionary to make more notes about 
Haggai’s historical backdrop, noting dates, historical periods, world powers, 
empires, key persons, etc. Synthesize the historical data into a summarizing 
backstory. 

3. Reread Haggai with the historical background in mind. 
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Episode 11 
 

Cultural Context 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
God did not override the biblical writers’ culture, he spoke through it as he redeemed it. 
 
 
CULTURAL CONTEXT BEHIND THE BIBLE 
The world of the Bible emerged out of four broad cultural contexts: 

• Ancient Near East: spans over 2000 years of civilization that includes Babylonian, 
Assyrian, Hittite, Aramean/Syrian, Phoenician, Israelite/Judahite, and other related 
cultures of the biblical period. This is the cultural context of the Old Testament. 

• Greek Hellenism: is the cultural background to the so-called “Intertestamental 
Period,” or (more helpfully) the “Second Temple Period,” the latter of which 
includes the New Testament. 

• Roman Empire: succeeded the Greek empire while also adopting and adapting 
Greek Hellenism. Greco-Roman culture is part of the backdrop to the New 
Testament. 

• Early Judaism: emerged out of the experience of the Jews’ return from exile back 
to the Holy Land, having much continuity with their ancestors while also adapting 
to new circumstances, political realities, and the influence of Hellenism. Hellenistic 
or Second Temple Period Judaism produced a wealth of literature, including the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, the so-called Deuterocanonical and Apocryphal books, and the 
New Testament. 
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Primary Sources for Cultural Context 
The best way to read the Bible through ancient Near Eastern and ancient Jewish eyes is 
by reading ancient primary sources. Here are a few handy resources to get started: 

• Christopher B. Hays, Hidden Riches: A Sourcebook for the Comparative Study of 
the Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near East (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 
2014). 

• Bill T. Arnold and Bryan E. Beyer, Readings from the Ancient Near East: Primary 
Sources for Old Testament Study (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002). 

• John H. Walton, Ancient Israelite Literature in its Cultural Context: A Survey of 
Parallels Between Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Texts (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1989). 

• Walter A. Elwell and Robert W. Yarbrough, Readings from the First-Century World: 
Primary Sources for New Testament Study (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 
1998). 

 
Accessing the Cultural Context 
We can access and use the cultural context in four general steps: 

1. Read the biblical passage carefully for cultural references. 

2. Note where the cultural reference appears in the Bible. 

3. Consult a study Bible and/or Bible dictionary. 

4. Reread the biblical passage with new cultural background in mind. 
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THE CASE OF ISAIAH 27:1 
 

Isaiah 27:1 
In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan 
the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is 
in the sea. 

 
Step 1: Read and make notes 

• “In that day” – it sounds like Isaiah has a specific day in mind, what is it? 

• Yhwh fights Leviathan – if Leviathan is simply an ancient animal, a dinosaur, why 
would Yhwh fight it? 

• Leviathan is a serpent, dragon that lives in the sea. 
 

Step 2: Search the Bible for key references 
Searching for “Leviathan” on stepbible.org, we find that this reference occurs a total of 
six times. 
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Step 3a: Consult study Bible 
Our Study Bible note to Isaiah 27:1 includes an extensive note about Leviathan: 
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The note confirms our preliminary picture of Leviathan: 

• Leviathan is a fantastical, multi-headed, serpentine sea creature in ancient Near 
Eastern tradition. 

• Leviathan represents chaos in ancient Near Eastern tradition. 

• There is a “close affinity” between Isaiah’s Leviathan and Ugaritic Litan. 

• Baal in the Ugaritic Baal Cycle fights Litan just like Yhwh fights Leviathan in Isaiah 
27:1 and Psalm 74:14. 

• The note mentions several articles about Leviathan and Chaos Monsters that are 
in the Study Bible. 

 
The three articles in the Study Bible unpack the cultural meaning and significance of the 
Leviathan figure in the ancient Near East and how it relates to the Bible: 
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The article on “Chaos Monsters” helpfully points out that the Leviathan figure is part of a 
larger ancient Near Eastern motif: 

• There is a rivalry between the forces of chaos, represented by the 
uncontrollable sea and embodied by the Leviathan figure, and a deity who 
intends to bring order to the chaos. 

• The deity who vanquishes chaos/Leviathan is the divine king. 

• In the Bible, Yhwh is always depicted as superior to Leviathan. 
 

Step 3b: Consult Bible dictionary 
The LBD’s article on “Leviathan” provides additional cultural background: 
 

 
 

Some notes worth taking from the dictionary article include the following:  

• The Hebrew text of Isaiah 27:1 matches up with the Ugaritic excerpt. 

• The phrase “Baal Epic” is hyperlinked to another dictionary entry. 

• The Ugaritic language is close to Hebrew and that the Ugaritic civilization came to 
an end around 1200 BC. 

• The Ugaritic Baal Epic predates Isaiah by at least 500 years, yet Isaiah 27:1 
matches up with the Ugaritic text. That must mean Isaiah was familiar with Ugaritic 
tradition, either in its written or oral form. 



 88 

Summarize its cultural meaning and significance for ourselves. 
 

The biblical portrayal of Leviathan fits the imagery of the hostile, multi-headed, 
serpentine sea creature that is evidenced throughout the ancient Near Eastern world. 
This creature embodied the forces of chaos that must be vanquished by a supreme 
divine being. Whoever could subdue chaos and bring order to the cosmos would be 
hailed as the divine king and worthy of adoration and worship. 

 
Step 4: Reread the Passage with Cultural Context in Mind 
Reread Isaiah 27:1 with its cultural context in mind: 
 

In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan 
the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is 
in the sea. 

 
 
INSPIRATION AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 
Two Concerns about Studying Cultural Backgrounds 

1. Concern: Exposure to pagan influence from nonbiblical sources. 
Reaction: Avoid ancient nonbiblical sources. 
Response: This is a valid concern if we are seeking ultimate spiritual truth from 
nonbiblical sources. The prophet Isaiah shows us that we can be well-versed in 
cultural ideas without losing sight of biblical truth. 
 

2. Concern: Parallels between the Bible and nonbiblical sources. 
Reactions: (1) Explain the parallels as borrowing by the Bible. (2) Downplay the 
parallels. (3) Explain the parallels as borrowing by the pagan cultures. 
Response: As diligent and honest students of Scripture, we can think about the 
parallels in ways that are both intellectually honest and faithful to the inspiration of 
Scripture. Some parallels point to a biblical author’s strategy to polemicize against 
the religious claims of their surrounding nations. Some parallels reflect shared 
imagery that works as a cultural grammar for conveying theological ideas. God 
knew exactly what he was working with when he sovereignly chose the ancient 
Near Eastern and Greco-Roman contexts from which to inspire Scripture. We need 
to respect God’s choice and work with the material he’s given us.
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 11.1 
In the New Testament, the apostle Paul writes to a man named Philemon on behalf of 
Philemon’s slave, Onesimus. Many have struggled over the fact that Paul doesn’t urge 
Philemon to release Onesimus as a slave, especially in light of the tragic memory of 
chattel slavery of Africans in the modern West. Studying the cultural institution of slavery 
in Paul’s time and place in the world may not satisfy all our questions about his letter to 
Philemon, but it can help us better understand his words in their own cultural context. 
 
Study the cultural background to Paul’s letter to Philemon as it relates to slavery: 

• Read Philemon at least twice (it’s only one chapter; 25 verses). 
o Make notes about Paul’s statements regarding slavery and any concept 

that could be related to this. 

• Consult a reliable study Bible and Bible dictionary: 
o Note when, where, and under what circumstances Paul wrote his letter. 
o Note how slavery was practiced and experienced in Paul’s time and place. 
o The articles on slavery at bibleodyssey.org (scan the QR code) may also be 

helpful.3 

 
o Write a summarizing backstory to the letter of Philemon. Use the notetaking 

space on the next page. 

• Reread Philemon with the cultural context of slavery in mind. 
 

 

 
3 This website is produced by the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL), the oldest active scholarly society for 
biblical studies in the world. Scholars of diverse religious and nonreligious persuasions and backgrounds 
make up SBL’s membership and contribute to bibleodyssey.org. Consult with this is mind and glean what is 
useful. 
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Episode 12 
 

Genre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
Genre establishes for the read a set of expectations for how to read a text. 
 
 
GENRE 
Genre refers to a set of characteristics that define a type of expression, such as literature, 
music, and aesthetic. 
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The Modern Penchant for Naming Genres 
Because many, if not most, of our biblical genre labels are modern descriptors, we want 
to be careful not to force texts of Scripture into our literary categories. The door is open 
for us to hear Scripture more authentically when we use our genre labels as a guide 
rather than as a strict rule. 

Keep It Simple 
Perhaps the best way to become acquainted with the biblical genres is to ease into them 
with the help of accessible resources. 

BibleProject organizes the biblical genres into three overarching genres: (1) narrative, (2) 
poetry, and (3) prose, which they further refine into various subgenres. 

WATCH WATCH WATCH WATCH WATCH 

Literary Styles  Ancient Jewish 
Meditation 
Literature 

Biblical 
Narrative 

Biblical Poetry  Biblical Prose 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 12.1 
Watch the How to Read Biblical Narrative series by BibleProject and then write an outline 
of the narrative subgenres explored in the series. Add as many defining characteristics 
as you can for each subgenre. 

E.g.: 
1. Subgenre 1 

a. Characteristic 1 
b. Characteristic 2 
c. Characteristic … 



 94 

Practice 12.2 
Watch the How to Read Biblical Poetry series by BibleProject and then write an outline of 
the narrative subgenres explored in the series. Add as many defining characteristics as 
you can for each subgenre. 

E.g.: 
1. Subgenre 1 

a. Characteristic 1 
b. Characteristic 2 
c. Characteristic … 



 95 

Practice 12.3 
Watch the How to Read Biblical Prose series by BibleProject and then write an outline of 
the narrative subgenres explored in the series. Add as many defining characteristics as 
you can for each subgenre. 

E.g.: 
1. Subgenre 1 

a. Characteristic 1 
b. Characteristic 2 
c. Characteristic … 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 

 

 
LISTEN  WATCH 

 

 

 
How to Read the Bible 

Podcast Series 
 

What is Myth? 
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Episode 13 

Linguistic Context and Word 
Study 

Key Idea 
Words are like icebergs: on the surface they say something but below lies a world of 
meaning. Translation gets us to the iceberg. Word study takes us below the surface. 

THE BIBLICAL LANGUAGES 
The biblical languages—Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek—express cultural ideas and values. 

English and Original Biblical Language (OBL) Words 
Often, English does not share a one-to-one correspondence with the biblical languages. 

One OBL word to many English words 
One OBL word has many shades of meaning that a single English word does not 
cover. In this case, many English words can be used to translate one OBL word. 

• דסֶחֶ  [khesed] " loyalty, lovingkindness, steadfast love, mercy

Many OBL words to one English word 
Many OBL words express very specific meanings that do not have corresponding 
specific English words. In this case, one English word is often used to translate 
different OBL words. 

• phileo, stergo, erao, agapao " love
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Often, English words include concepts that OBL words don’t have, and vice versa. 

הבָהֲאַ •  " love 
o English “love” can refer to preference, but also tender feelings 
o ַהבָהֲא  can refer to preference, but also allegiance or loyalty in legal 

contexts 
 
 
WORD STUDIES 
We have one goal in mind when doing a word study: 
 

Understanding what a word means ____  _____  __________ in a specific passage. 
 
When studying a biblical word, we seek to understand the Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek 
word that underlies the English translation we read in a given passage. 
 
Illegitimate Totality Transfer 
It is an error to assume all possible meanings of a word apply to every use of that word. 
 
Andrew Abernethy’s Four-Step Word Study Process 
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Word Study Example 

 
Psalm 23:6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 
the house of the LORD forever. 

 
Step 1: Select Your Word 
Using STEP Bible, pull up Psalm 23:6 and click on the hyperlinked word “follow”: 
 

 
 
 
Click on the hyperlinked “146 x” in the word analysis panel to see every usage of radaph: 
 

 



 100 

Step 2a: Examine Your Word – In the Same Book 
Looking first at radaph in the book of Psalms, we count 20 occurrences in 20 verses: 
 

 
 
 
Click on a verse to open a new panel to read the verse in its literary context: 
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Tip: One way to get a sense of this term is to say “radaph” in place of where the 
English translation is used. This technique helps minimize the influence of the English 
translation on our analysis. 
 

O Lord my God, in you do I take refuge; save me from all my radaph-ers and 
deliver me (Psalm 7:1) 
 
For he did not remember to show kindness, but radaph-ed the poor and needy 
and the brokenhearted, to put them to death. (Psalm 109:16) 

 
Categorize the senses of radaph in Psalms: 
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Step 2b: Examine Your Word – In the Same Genre 
Nearly all instances of radaph in Psalms occur in lament or prayers for God’s help. Now 
examine radaph in poetic lament and prayers outside of Psalms. 
 

 
 
 
Step 2c: Examine Your Word – In the Same Testament 
A summary of some key observations about the meaning of radaph in the rest of the Old 
Testament: 

• In narrative: radaph always occurs in stories about military battle to denote 
chasing one’s enemies. 

• In wisdom of Proverbs: radaph is used similarly to the way it denotes active action 
in Psalms, where one may either pursue qualities, such as righteous, but also evil, 
and where punitive consequences pursue the sinner. In the case of Prov 19:7, a 
person may (metaphorically) radaph after friends with words. 

• In law: radaph expresses military or hostile chasing, just like in narrative, as part of 
curses against Israel should they fail to obey God’s commands. Deuteronomy 
28:45 states that all the curses of the law will radaph Israel if they betray God. In a 
different vein, Deuteronomy 16:20 commands the Israelites to radaph justice. 
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• In prophetic texts: radaph mostly exhibits a combination of hostile chasing and 
harm. But we also see cases where people radaph gifts (Isa 1:23), strong drink (Isa 
5:11), righteousness (Isa 51:1), knowledge of Yhwh (Hos 6:3), and wind (Hos 12:1). 

 
Step 3: Synthesize Your Findings 
Our survey of the word radaph in the Old Testament yields a compelling picture: 

• radaph can be a positive or negative action, it all depends on the situation. 

• In hostile contexts, which is the majority of occurrences, radaph always involves 
either chasing or inflicting harm; anyone, bad guys, good guys, even God, can be 
attributed with this sense of radaph. 

• Nonhostile uses are quite rare. They usually involve radaph-ing after an abstract 
object (e.g., righteousness, evil, good) or nonperson (strong drink, wind). 

• Regardless of whether the usage is hostile or not, radaph always has an 
aggressive or urgent sense to it. 

 
Step 4: Reread Your Passage 
Reread Psalm 23:6 with what we’ve learned about radaph in mind: 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall radaph me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 13.1 
Read Matthew 5:5 in the English Standard Version (ESV) on stepbible.org, then do the 
following: 
 

1. Click on the word “meek” and provide the following information: 

a. Write the transliteration4 of the Greek word: ______________________ 

b. Write the kind of word it is (noun, verb, adjective, etc.): ______________ 

c. Write the number of occurrences in the New Testament: ____________ 

 

2. Click on the number of occurrences link and provide the following information 
(use the genre chart from the previous Genre lesson for help): 

a. How many times does the Greek word occur in the Gospel of Matthew? List 
each verse reference. 

b. How many times does the Greek word occur in similar genres? List each verse 
reference. 

c. How many times does the Greek word occur in a letter? List each verse 
reference. 

d. How many times does the Greek word occur in Revelation? 

 

3. Click on each verse reference and read each usage of the Greek word in its larger 
passage. Answer the following questions for each usage. Use the next page to 
record your notes. 

a. Who, what object, or what action does the Greek word describe? 

b. Is the Greek word being used as a positive or negative? 

c. What words does it compare to? 

d. What words does it contrast to? 

 
4 A transliteration uses English letters to spell out the letters and sounds of a foreign word. For example, 
the Greek word ἀγάπη (“love”) is transliterated with English letters as agapē. In STEP Bible, the 
transliteration can be found in the Word Analysis panel, next to the Greek word and in parenthesis. 
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Use this page for making notes on step 3 from the previous page. Continue to the 
next page when you’re ready to move to step 4. 
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4. Categorize your findings by grouping together similar usages of the Greek word. 
Use the space below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Synthesize your findings by summarizing how the Greek word is used and what it 

seems to mean in the New Testament. Note any lingering questions you might 
have. 
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6. Reread Matthew 5:5 with your deeper understanding of the Greek word in mind. 
Fill in the blank below with the transliteration to help you think about the verse 
with the Greek word in mind. 
 

Blessed are the ____________, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 

7. How does your word study impact that way you understand Jesus’s words? 
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Episode 14 

Defining the Theological 
Principle 

Key Idea 
Hearing the Bible on its own terms equips us to hear the Bible for our own time. 

Then and Now 
Scripture addresses context-specific situations in the past while having ongoing 
relevance for generations that follow. This means that even though … 

the Bible wasn’t written  _______ us, it was still written _______ us as God’s inspired 
Word. 

THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLE 
The message of who God is and what we wants is the Scriptural treasure we want to 
unearth when we read and study the Bible. 

The theological principles of Scripture refer to broader, universal realities that will 
show up in unique ways in human communities. They focus on God’s attributes, his 
actions, and how we are to live in relationship to him and others. 
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Example: The Case of Food and Holiness 
 

In Leviticus 11, God connects holiness with keeping Kosher (eating only certain 
animals) 
44 For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the 
ground. 45 For I am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 
46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through 
the waters and every creature that swarms on the ground, 47 to make a distinction 
between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be 
eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten. 
 

 
Illumination on parchment of Christ fulfilling the Law (left) and Moses giving the food 
commandments (right). Moïse explique les tables de la loi, Bible de Bury, by Master 
Hugo, ca. 1135–1140. 
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In Acts 10, God tells Peter in a vision to break Kosher law 
9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up 
on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the 
heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its 
four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds 
of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter 
said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or 
unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made 
clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken 
up at once to heaven. 
 

 
Woodcut for Die Bibel in Bildern, by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1794 –1872), 1860. 
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In Matthew 15, Jesus clarifies what makes a person clean or unclean 
10 And he [Jesus] called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 it 
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the 
mouth; this defiles a person.” 

In 1 Peter 1, the Apostle Peter connects holiness with Christ-shaped living 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

Guidelines for Discerning the Theological Principle 
As we discern the theological principle in a passage, we can use guidelines from Duvall 
and Hays to keep us on track: 
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Discerning the Principle of Holiness in the Bible 
To help us visualize the move from the specifics of the biblical text to a governing 
theological principle, Duvall and Hays diagram for us the principle of God’s holiness as it 
manifests at different levels of specificity in both the Old and New Testaments: 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

WATCH  READ 

 

 

 
Understanding What Scripture 

Means 
 

Roger E. Olson – Bible and 
Bible Interpretation 

 

 

 
 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
• After reading Roger Olson’s article linked above, how would you describe the 

relationship between the Bible itself and our interpretation of the Bible? Do you agree 
or disagree with Olson? 

• Why does it matter that we even identify a passage’s theological principle(s)? 
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Episode 15 
 

Finding the Theological 
Principle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Idea 
We want to find the underlying truth that applies to everyone, everywhere, at all times. 
 
 
UNEARTHING THE THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLE 
Six steps for finding the theological principle of a biblical passage: 
 

1. Synthesize the _____________ and ____________ of the passage for the 
original audience. 

2. Identify significant ________________ between the biblical situation and the 
contemporary situation. 

3. Identify                               between the biblical situation and the contemporary 
situation. 

4. Articulate the ____________-_____________ meaning as a more general 
statement in one or two sentences. 

5. Select the theological principle that is as ____________ as possible while still 

____________ enough to apply to both the original and contemporary audiences. 

6. Test the theological principle with the rest of __________________. 
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EXAMPLE: THE CASE OF ISAIAH 6:1 
 
Isaiah 6:1 
In the year that King Uzziah died I [Isaiah] saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
 

Step 1: Synthesize the Meaning and Purpose 
The prophet Isaiah was standing in the Jerusalem temple when he experienced a 
vision of Yhwh sitting on a throne. Yhwh was so large that the bottom of his robe 
filled the temple. This vision came in the year that Judah’s king, Uzziah, had died. 
Uzziah’s reign saw peace and prosperity come to the nation of Judah. However, in 
the last five years of Uzziah’s life, the Assyrian king, Tiglath-pileser III came to power 
and started dominating the Middle East. Tiglath-pileser threatened Judah’s safety 
and independence during a time of national vulnerability. Set within its larger literary 
subunit, this verse begins a vision account about describing how Yhwh commissions 
Isaiah to be his prophet to the nation of Judah, to tell the nation about his impending 
judgment upon them for their disobedience to his commands. The purpose of Isaiah 
6:1 is to note when Isaiah experienced his vision and to clarify the focus of his vision. 
 

Step 2: Identify Significant Differences 
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Step 3: Identify Similarities 
 

 
 
 
Step 4: Articulate the Context-Specific Meaning in More General Terms 
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Step 5: Select the Theological Principle 
One could possibly generate additional statements that might capture the passage’s 
underlying theology, at which point one would narrow their list down to the principle they 
think best reflects the text. And maybe, one would discover more than one theological 
principle at work in the same passage. 
 
Step 6: Test Against the Rest of Scripture 
 

Proverbs 21:1 – Yhwh is sovereign over kings 
The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD;  
      he turns it wherever he will.  
 
Ezra 6:22 – Yhwh is sovereign over kings 
And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the LORD had 
made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he 
aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 
 
Amos 6:14 – Yhwh is sovereign over nations 
“For behold, I will raise up against you a nation,  
      O house of Israel,” declares the LORD, the God of hosts;  
“and they shall oppress you from Lebo-hamath  
      to the Brook of the Arabah.”  
 
Habakkuk 1:6 – Yhwh is sovereign over nations 
For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans,  
      that bitter and hasty nation,  
who march through the breadth of the earth,  
      to seize dwellings not their own.  
 
Daniel 5:18 – Yhwh is sovereign over kings 
O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness 
and glory and majesty. 
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Psalm 47 – Yhwh is King 
1       Clap your hands, all peoples!  
            Shout to God with loud songs of joy!  
2       For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,  
            a great king over all the earth.  
 
6       Sing praises to God, sing praises!  
            Sing praises to our King, sing praises!  
7       For God is the King of all the earth;  
            sing praises with a psalm!  
8       God reigns over the nations;  
            God sits on his holy throne.  
9       The princes of the peoples gather  
            as the people of the God of Abraham.  
          For the shields of the earth belong to God;  
            he is highly exalted! 
 
Kingdom of God in the New Testament 
The phrase “kingdom of God/heaven” occurs 85x in the Gospels, and 75 of these 
occurrences are spoken by Jesus.  
 
John 18:33–38 – Jesus reigns over his kingdom 
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, 
or did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you 
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born 
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt 
in him. 
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1 Timothy 6:15 – Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords 
13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, 
who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him 
be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 
Revelation 17:14 – Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords 
They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.”  
 
Revelation 19:16 – Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords 
On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.  
 
John 5:19–29 – Jesus (Son) and Yhwh (Father) are sovereign over life and death 
19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that 
the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 
himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may 
marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son 
gives life to whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all 
judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do 
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
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The Theological Principle in Isaiah 6:1 Confirmed 
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GIVE IT A TRY 
 
Practice 15.1 
In Practice 10.1 from lesson 10, you closely read and studied the background of Nahum 1. 
Now use your notes and our six-step method to find one of the passage’s underlying 
theological principles. 
 
 

 



 125 

Practice 15.2 
In lesson 13 on word studies, we worked through the meaning and significance of the 
Hebrew word radaph in Psalm 23:6. Now, return to Psalm 23 and do a close reading and 
background study of this psalm. Take special care to understand the ancient meaning of 
the shepherd imagery in this psalm by using a reliable study bible and/or bible dictionary. 
Then use your notes and our six-step method to find any theological principles in the 
psalm. 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 
WATCH 

 
How to read the Bible 

and Apply It 

 
 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
• What roadblocks have you encountered or anticipate encountering when drawing out 

a passage’s theological principles? 

• After watching N.T. Wright’s video series linked above, what would you say is the 
preventative measure we must take to avoid reducing scripture to soundbites, 
unconnected from other soundbites? 
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Episode 16 

Defining Application 

Key Idea 
A healthy and God-centered application of biblical truth demands our honesty and 
dependence on the Holy Spirit. 

DEFINITION 
At a basic level, applying theological principles means to live out what we understand 
from the Bible. 

CHALLENGES OF APPLICATION 
Even with a God-centered approach to the Bible, applying scriptural truth to our lives can 
be easier said than done. 

Reflect: Challenges to applying the Bible 
Answer the prompt: “The Bible can be difficult to apply because ____________.” 
List as many challenges as you like. 
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Three Areas of Dependence 
Andrew Abernethy prioritizes a prayer of dependence on the Holy Spirit at the beginning 
of the application phase. Prayer for three moves of the Spirit for your faithful response: 

Illumination. Invite the Holy Spirit to illuminate your mind and heart, to shine the 
spotlight on the parts of yourself that need to be transformed by the truth of Scripture. 

Personalization. Be open to how the Spirit personalizes the theological principle of 
Scripture for your particular situation. 

Empowerment. You need the Spirit to empower in you a faithful and sustainable 
response of obedience to biblical truth. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

WATCH WATCH WATCH 

Application: Understanding 
How Scripture Changes Us 

Does the Bible 
Really Apply to Me? 

Craig Keener on the 
Power of the Bible 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
• We usually expect Scripture to instruct and inspire. How often do we expect it to

convict?
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Episode 17 

Applying The Text 

Key Idea 
A faithful response to Scripture demands honesty, specificity, and dependence on the 
Spirit. 

DISCERNING FAITHFUL APPLICATION 
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Step 1: Observe how the principles in the text address the original situation. 

Who is the Biblical Audience? 
Question: How did the biblical author want the original audience to respond to the 
intended meaning? 

Relevance to the Original Audience 
Example: 
Paul States in Philippians 4:13 
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

Verse 12 clarifies 
“I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need.” 

Theological Principle in Philippians 4:13 
Christ is the true source of strength for living in obedience to the gospel. 
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Step 2: Discern a genuine parallel situation in a contemporary context. 

In Philippians 4:13, Paul’s original situation is characterized by the following key points: 

• He is a Christian.

• He is experiencing tough circumstance because of his commitment to Christ.

• He looks to Christ for strength to endure.
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Step 3: Make your application specific. 

Question: What should we/I be or think or do as we/I turn to Christ? 

The quality of our answers will determine the quality of our response to the message of 
Scripture. 

Productive answers will have the following characteristics: 

• They are specific enough to include concrete steps and how we can put the
biblical truth into practice.

• They are honest enough about the part of our lives that the biblical truth
addresses.

• They compel you toward Christ rather than twist your response into a matter of
self-help or self-sufficiency.

• They compel you toward Godly community rather than isolate you from
fellowship or the wisdom of godly counsel.
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GIVE IT A TRY 

Practice 17.1 
In previous lessons, we considered the historical background and discerned the 
theological principle underlying Isaiah 6:1. Read Isaiah 6:1–6 at least twice, slowly. Review 
your notes and the relevant sections in lessons 10 and 15 to remind yourself of the 
background, meaning, and theological principle of verse 1. 

With the original intended meaning in mind, prepare for a faithful response. Offer a 
prayer of dependence to the Holy Spirit for illumination, personalization, and 
empowerment. 

Then work through the three steps for application discussed in this lesson: 

1. Define the original situation:

Original Situation Theological Principle 

2. Discover a genuine parallel in a contemporary context:

Parallel Situation Today General Application of the Principle 
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3. Make your application specific:

General Application of the Principle My Specific Application Today 
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Practice 17.2 
In lesson 13, we completed a word study of “follow” (radaph) in Psalm 23:6. Then in 
Practice 15.2, you studied Psalm 23:6 in full, giving special attention to the cultural 
background of the psalm’s shepherd imagery and discerned a theological principle in the 
text. (If you haven’t completed Practice 15.2 yet, take your time to complete it, then return 
to this exercise.) Review your Practice 15.2 notes and the relevant section in lesson 13. 

With the original intended meaning in mind, prepare for a faithful response. Offer a 
prayer of dependence to the Holy Spirit for illumination, personalization, and 
empowerment. 

Then work through the three steps for application discussed in this lesson: 

1. Define the original situation:

Original Situation Theological Principle 

2. Discover a genuine parallel in a contemporary context:

Parallel Situation Today General Application of the Principle 
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3. Make your application specific:

General Application of the Principle My Specific Application Today 



 

Bonus Module 
Examples 
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Practicing The Method 

A Word of Encouragement 
 

The Bonus Module includes (1) a complete outline of the Bible study methods introduced 
in this course, (2) an example episode of close reading Ephesians 2:1—10 with notetaking 
space in the study guide, and (3) an example episode of a more detailed study of 
Genesis 1 with notetaking space in the study guide. 

But before you proceed to the bonus material, let’s reflect on where we’ve been and why 
we’ve taken this path. 

Modules 1 and 2 oriented us to the contents and nature of the Bible and to who we are 
as readers of the Bible. A sound understanding of the Bible as God’s ancient, literary 
revelation of himself through divinely inspired human authors enables readers to respect 
the Bible for what it is and how it communicates. Likewise, awareness of our own 
contexts, limits, and persuasions as readers enables us to engage Scripture honestly and 
humbly so that its original intended meanings can speak more clearly and invite us to 
meet God and be transformed by our encounter with him in Scripture. 

Modules 3 to 6 journeyed through our in-depth Bible study method. We learned to read 
the biblical text closely, to study its ancient backgrounds, to discern universal theological 
principles, and to discern a specific, honest, and Spirit-dependent response to Scripture.  

Yes, we covered a lot of ground. Along the way, you probably realized that the Bible 
offers so much more beauty and depth than you’ve ever experienced. You may have 
also been surprised by what a deeper engagement with Scripture might demand of 
you—intellectually, devotionally, in self-awareness, in humility, and in other ways. 
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Like a newly discovered world, the Bible is full of life and scenery just waiting to be 
explored. Indeed, every time you open the pages of Scripture, you are transported back 
in time to the ancient Middle East. As guests in this foreign land, you will rely on your 
English translators—the English Bibles you read—as tour guides. And what wonderful 
guides they are! 

But whenever you visit a foreign country, your immersive experience includes tasting the 
local cuisine, smelling the scents in the air, hiking the native lands, experiencing the local 
culture, and learning its history. Similarly, studying the Bible’s backgrounds allows you to 
see the world of Scripture and hear its message in more authentic ways, in its own 
accent. When you experience the message of Scripture on its own terms, you can better 
grasp what it’s really saying. 

What Scripture is really saying has nothing to do with affirming your own biases, 
preferences, and earthly allegiances, and everything to do with revealing who God is, his 
will for creation, and our place in it. When Scripture speaks to your priorities, it tends to 
challenge them so that your values, desires, hopes—your entire being—align with God’s 
character and sovereign will. Sometimes your human priorities and God’s priority for you 
to “be holy as he is holy” clash. That’s the human struggle. That’s why Jesus sent the 
Spirit: to guide you into all truth (John 16:13). 

So let your Bible study be saturated in Spirit-dependent prayer. Take your time. Keep 
looking. Don’t rush the process. Be patient with yourself. Process with trusted believers. 
Seek Godly counsel. Enjoy that fact that you get to “Savor Scripture.” 

Happy studying! 
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Practicing The Method 

Complete Study Method 
Outline 
 

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance throughout the study process

2. Read the text
a. Identify your passage and where it fits in its larger discourse.
b. Read 5x (try spreading out your reading over different translations, keep in

mind if you are using a more formal or more function version).
c. Mark off units of thought.
d. Mark up observations and raise questions.
e. Write a title for each subunit.
f. Reread slowly.
g. Write a summary sentence of the entire passage.

3. Study the background
a. Choose relevant context(s).

i. Geographic, historical, cultural, literary, linguistic/word study.
b. Study a relevant word/name in a searchable Bible (if helpful).

i. For word studies, see lesson 13.
c. Consult a reliable study Bible.
d. Consult a reliable Bible dictionary.
e. Summarize the background picture that has emerged from your study.
f. Reread the passage with its background in mind.
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4. Discern the theological principle(s)
a. Synthesize meaning and purpose of the passage for the original audience.
b. Identify differences between biblical and contemporary situation.
c. Identify similarities between biblical and contemporary situation.
d. Articulate the original context-specific meaning in more general statements.
e. Select a theological principle from general statements.
f. Test the theological principle with the rest of Scripture.

5. Ponder your faithful response
a. Pray for illumination, personalization, and empowerment.
b. Observe how the principles in the text address the original situation.
c. Discover a genuine parallel situation in a contemporary context.
d. Make your application specific.
e. Give thanks to God.
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Episode 18 

Example: Close Reading 
Ephesians 2:1–10 

First Steps 
Closely read Ephesians 2:1–10 on your own or with a study partner or group using the 
lists of sentence, subunit, and discourse observation introduced in lesson 8. You can use 
the following pages to mark up the text and take notes. When you’re ready, watch the 
Episode 18 example video. 

Read Ephesians 2:1–10 (ESV) 
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. 
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Markup and Make Notes on Ephesians 2:1–10 

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you 

once walked, following the course of this world, following the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 

the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in 

the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh 

and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 

rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 

great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead 

in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated 

us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in 

the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 

his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace 

you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them. 
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Notes 
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Notes 
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Episode 19 

Example: Reading Genesis 1 

First Steps 
Read and study the creation account in Genesis 1:1–2:3. Put into practice the full Bible 
study method introduced in this course. You can use the following pages to mark up the 
text and take notes. When you’re ready, watch the Episode 19 example video. 

One more thought before you get started. Since Genesis 1 is such a well-known passage 
of scripture, chances are you come to the text with an interpretation or idea in mind of 
what it’s about. In the space below, write out your current understanding of what Genesis 
1 is about (its meaning and purpose) and aspects of your modern cultural perspectives 
that you bring to the text. Your statement will serve as a benchmark for gauging how 
your understanding of Genesis 1 might be informed by a fresh reading. 

What I think Genesis 1 is about and my modern cultural perspectives: 
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Read Genesis 1:1–2:3 (ESV) 
1 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.  
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were 
under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God 
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 
day.  
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 
12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, 
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and 
let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day.  
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea 
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
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and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day.  
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was 
so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock 
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good.  
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
27  So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.  

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 
of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything 
that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day.  

2 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the 
seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
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Markup and Make Notes on Genesis 1:1–2:3 (ESV) 

1 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over 

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters.  

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And 

God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light 

from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness 

he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day.  

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 

waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And 

God made the expanse and separated the waters that were 

under the expanse from the waters that were above the 

expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the second 

day.  
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9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it 

was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 

was good.  

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 

each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The 

earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according 

to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 

each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 

heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be 

for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let 

them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon 

the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great 

lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 

rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the 
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expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse 

of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and 

every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 

according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 

its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed 

them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and 

beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 

25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything 
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that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.” 

27  So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them.  

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with 

seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every 

beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
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was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day. 

2 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 

host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work 

that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work 

that he had done in creation. 

READ THE TEXT 
Questions I have: 
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Notes from My Close Reading: 

STUDY THE BACKGROUND 
Notes from a Study Bible: 
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Notes from a Bible Dictionary: 

DISCERN THE THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLE(S) 
Notes: 
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PONDER MY FAITHFUL RESPONSE 
Notes: 
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