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Jesus is rejected and sends out the Twelve
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Introduction
· Why do we do what we do as Christians? – I think we’d all like to think that we do things for the Lord our of a heart of love and devotion to Him, but is that true? Do we really live in light of our identity and assignment? Are we that strategic on a daily basis? Or are we doing a lot of things on auto-pilot and tend to drift into what works for us? Do we tend to shift into a sifting mentality of what we will and won’t do for the kingdom. And I’m talking about choices personally as well as actions outwardly. 
· The differing motivations of sin-management and strategy (fire to grow) – I’m a big guy about motivations. I think they matter a lot. WHY we do what we do will help set the vision on how we carry it out. There’s a HUGE difference between living a Christian life that primarily about personal focus and that which is outward focused. There is a HUGE difference between a life that is lived from identity and one of performance. There is a HUGE difference between a strategic life and a life that simply sin-management. 
· At the end of the day it should be less about us and more about Him…

God’s KINGDOM is top PRIORITY

· Recap Last Week – Jenny Wong-Clayville
· 3rd Story of Jesus’ power demonstration: Greater than Nature, Demons & Death!
· 12 year old girl raised from the dead. 
· Women with 12 years of internal bleeding
· Humor with insight bombs!

Lesson
· A Closed Door
· Jesus is rejected in His own hometown
· Mk 6:1-3 – “He went away from there and came to his hometown [of Nazareth], and his disciples followed him [as their rabbi]. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue,[footnoteRef:1] and many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands?[footnoteRef:2] 3 Is not this the carpenter,[footnoteRef:3] the son of Mary[footnoteRef:4] and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.” [1:  “On the sabbath day Jesus attended the synagogue and was given the opportunity to expound the reading from the Torah and the Haftarah, the Law and the prophetic portion.” William Lane, NICNT Commentary]  [2:  “What was the source of his wisdom, and who had empowered him to speak and act with such authority? To these questions two answers lie close at hand: the source was God, or it was demonic.” NICNT]  [3:  5045. τέκτων téktōn; gen. téktonos, masc. noun kindred with teúchō (n.f.), to fabricate, and tíktō (5088), to produce, bear, bring forth. An artificer, especially a worker in wood, a carpenter, joiner (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3). A craftsman of wood (Sept.: 2 Sam. 5:11; 2 Kgs. 12:11; Is. 40:20); an artificer of iron (Sept.: 1 Sam. 13:19); of brass (Sept.: 1 Kgs. 7:14). Deriv.: architéktōn (753), a chief constructor. Syn.: technítēs (5079), an artisan, builder, craftsman; ktístēs (2939), a founder, builder, creator.” The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament. ]  [4:  “The rhetorical question, “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary?” deserves careful attention both to the text and its meaning. Significant strands of the Marcan textual tradition agree essentially with the Matthean formulation: “Is this not the son of the carpenter? Is not his mother called Miriam?” (Mt. 13:55). Moreover, against the allegation of Celsus that Jesus was only a carpenter Origen answered forthrightly that in none of the Gospels accepted by the Church was Jesus himself designated a carpenter.6 While the textual question is so complex that equally competent interpreters have adopted differing points of view, it seems preferable to adopt the text of the uncials in which Jesus is designated “the carpenter, the son of Mary.” The variant reading was apparently conformed to the text of Matthew in the interest of the virgin birth and perhaps to avoid the attribution of a menial trade to Jesus when to do so in the Graeco-Roman world would be to invite scorn.8 The Marcan text as it stands is derogatory. “Is not this the carpenter?” means, Is he not a common worker with his hands even as the rest of us are? The additional phrase “the son of Mary” is probably disparaging. It was contrary to Jewish usage to describe a man as the son of his mother, even when she was a widow, except in insulting terms. Rumors to the effect that Jesus was illegitimate appear to have circulated in his own lifetime and may lie behind this reference as well. The rhetorical question of the people indicates that they know Jesus only in a superficial way. They find no reason to believe that he possesses the anointment of God.” NICNT] 

· ESV Combo Account - Matthew 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6; Luke 4:14-30 (Luke as the base) – there is some debate if the Luke recording is another interaction in Nazareth, but I don’t think so. It fits well here. 
· “…and Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. And he came to Nazareth, his hometown where he had been brought up, and his disciples followed him…And as was his custom, he went to their synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And he taught them, so that many who heard him were astonished and all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth…And they said, ““Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, Joseph the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph/Joses and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters here with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him…And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” He did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.  And he said, “Truly, I say to you, a prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household. But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”…When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away.” And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching.
· When did this event happen? – when did this situation occur in Nazareth? Each Gospel account tells it with a different context. Luke has this Nazareth rejection following His desert temptation in the South, then heading North He comes in the power of the Spirit and is immediately rejected even with His power clearly known by reputation (although not a lot done in Nazareth). Mark has this rejection at Nazareth following the incredible healings of the man with the demon (Gerasenes Demoniac) and then the healing of the woman with blood (12 years) AND the raising of the little girl from the dead (a synagogue Ruler Jairus’ daughter). Then he left and went to Nazareth where He was rejected. Matthew has this rejection at Nazareth following His massive teaching on parables sitting beside the sea with great crowds gathered around Him so much that He had to get in a boat and sit down to teach while the crowd stood on the beach.  Then he left there and went to Nazareth.
· Jesus comes to His hometown (Nazareth) – Although Mark doesn’t say Nazareth up front he has already established Jesus’ hometown and didn’t need to say it again. The other gospel writers add it. 
· Luke’s addition – Luke’s account tells us that before this event Jesus was, ‘being glorified by all’. In other words, He was getting really popular and everyone in the North was receiving Him as from God and amazed at what God was doing. The point is the contrast from His normal reception to this one back home. 
· His disciples are in tow – any true rabbi had followers. Jesus was their official rabbi. 
· And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, - that’s when they went to ‘church’. It was the normal time for Jesus to have an opportunity to teach. 
· Luke’s Very Important Addition – Luke tells us that it’s this moment when Jesus rolled open the scroll of Isaiah to Isa 61:1-2. This is a Messianic passage. It’s not just nice, it’s making a public statement about who He is. It’s also notifying them of what His assignment is:
· The Scroll’s Message – what did He read from Isaiah 61? 
· The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me – That’s the Holy Spirit anointing Him for a super-empowerment. The Jews would know what it meant and it mean that not only was He special, but that God was moving through Him and empowering Him to do the impossible. We take it for granted that we have the Holy Spirit in each of us, but back then the Holy Spirit only came on certain people for certain tasks or office (ex. Prophets, Kings, Priests). It’s a statement of being specially chosen for a special task. 
· To proclaim good news to the poor – this is important because most rulers would preach to the rich to get more support and dollars for their efforts. Part of the reason that Jesus came as the King of the Jews was to be a champion for the neglected. 
· He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives – who is in bondage? The Jews would immediately think of Rome’s occupation of their land, but that is not likely what the prophecy meant. It would more likely mean captives to sin and the devil. Jesus is a rescuer, a deliverer, a Messiah. He was proclaiming and providing a way to eternal life and freedom. 
· (He has sent me) to recover the sight to the blind – this can be both physical healing and also spiritual awakening. It seems both are intended as one is a metaphor for the other many times. This is one of the reasons why Jesus’ healing of blind people is recorded so often. It’s not that Jesus liked blind people more than crippled people. 
· (He has sent me) to set at liberty those who are oppressed – again, the Jews would think Roman occupation but it’s more likely spiritual oppression for their leaders (come to me all you who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you rest). Those who had been neglected and shut out from the temple and community were those on Jesus’ heart. 
· (He has sent me) to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor – this meant that it was time for the Messiah to come. There was refreshment, healing, kindness, love to be poured out in an extra way. 
· What did He say about it? – Luke tells us that Jesus didn’t just read it, but had a commentary with it. 
· “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” – to make it blatantly obvious, Jesus explains that it was time for God to do His thing and Jesus was the fulfillment of this prophecy. 
· What was the response of the audience? – This is where we pick things up with Mark (below), but notice that Luke adds that people REALLY started liking the message and were accepting it at the beginning: “And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth.”
· and many who heard him were astonished, - Mark adds that people were amazed at what He just said. At first they were grooving with His teaching and but when He dropped the Messianic passage they were caught in awe and wonder. What did He just say? 
· saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? – It was this Messianic prophetic proclamation that stirred the crowd to consider what He was saying. When it says that Jesus sat down after reading the scroll it means, ‘talk amongst yourselves and come up with some questions or comments.’ They started processing through questions. How does Jesus know these insights? 
· How are such mighty works done by his hands? – Where does Jesus get his power from? God? Demons? Clearly He’s powerful in a way they had never seen, but what’s His source? 
· (The change in verse 3) Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” (cf. John 6:41-51) – this is not the first or only time that Jesus was called too, ‘normal’ to be the Messiah. 
· There’s a shift in the air between verse 2 and 3 – At first it sounds like many people were trying to figure things out but believed what was happening. But then it seems that someone in the audience or maybe two someone’s start asking questions that aren’t just questions but accusations instilling doubt. The air changes with the doubt. Remember that the serpent in the garden asked questions to instill doubt in Eve’s mind and it worked. Not all questions are the same. 
· Types of Questions – I think that questions are really good. You have to ask questions to own something. I think that hashing through the tough stuff of Christianity is critical to owning it in your heart and truly being a follower of Christ. But there’s a way to ask questions that’s healthy and good and there’s a dysfunctional way that’s not good. The healthy way is to seek Truth. The unhealthy way is to play the superior. It starts from a heart intent. Usually it can be discerned with the self-diagnostic: who do I think I am? 
· Jesus, the carpenter – there is some debate whether it was intended to say, ‘the son of the carpenter’ (meaning Joseph was a carpenter), or ‘the carpenter’ (as if Jesus was the carpenter). Since sons tended to follow the father, it’s likely that they both were. 
· Was Jesus really a carpenter? – there has been a lot of debate in the last 20 years about whether Jesus was really a carpenter. The debate exists around the word for carpenter. It technically means ‘artistic craftsman/builder’. This means it can be with wood, metals, or stone. Does it really matter? No. But it helps us visualize the story in our minds. Was He a mason? Did he work with wood? It's not clear. 
· The son of Mary – it was normally an insult to say, the son of a woman, instead of the father, even if she was a widow. This was an insulting way to refer to a man. Yet, it was prophetic in a sense since Jesus’ real father was God. 
· No mention of Joseph – Notice that there is no mention of Joseph here. It seems that most scholars take it to refer not simply to an insult, but that Mary is a widow and Joseph passed away by this time. He certainly would have been referenced at some point, or even present in a story. He is not mentioned after the 12 year old Jesus story. 
· Brothers: James, Joses, Judas, Simon – talk about things going downhill after your first born. Imagine keeping up with big brother Messiah? 
· James[footnoteRef:5] – what do we know about him? – James ended up getting saved and becoming a ‘pillar in the church’. He was hardcore. He became the leader of the Jerusalem church (the apostles were more missionary minded). He wrote the book of James in the New Testament. His nickname was James the Just.  [5:  “James the Lord’s brother (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3), distinguished from the Twelve and particularly from James the son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3; John 2:12; Acts 1:14 [cf. Matt. 12:47–50]). Other references to the Lord’s brothers are Matt. 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35; Luke 8:19–21. During Christ’s ministry His brothers did not believe on Him (John 7:3–5), but later they were present with Mary and the apostles in an upper room (Acts 1:14). The following references outside the gospels have to do with James: Acts 1:13, 14; 12:17; 21:18–25; 1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 1:18, 19; 2:1–10. From these passages we learn that he was converted to a full acknowledgement of Christ (probably by the Resurrection), that the Lord appeared to him specially, that he became head of the Church of Jerusalem, and that he was put to death by the Jews either just before the siege (Hegesippus) or some 10 years earlier (Josephus). He was surnamed the Just by his fellow countrymen, and was greatly respected by all classes in Jerusalem. The Epistle of James is almost universally attributed to the brother of the Lord. This book is of greatest interest to students of the gospels. There is no epistle which contains in a small compass so many allusions to Christ’s teachings. Note the following striking parallels: Matt. 5:3 with James 2:5; Matt. 5:7 with James 2:13; Matt. 5:9 with James 3:18; Matt. 5:11, 12 with James 1:2, 9; Matt. 5:34–37 with James 5:12; Matt. 6:19 with James 5:2; Matt. 6:24 with James 4:4; Matt. 7:1 with James 4:11, 12; Matt. 7:7, 8 with James 1:5; Matt. 7:12 with James 2:8; Matt. 7:16 with James 3:11, 12; Matt. 7:24 with James 1:22; Matt. 12:36 with James 3:1, 2; Matt. 18:4 with James 4:6; Luke 6:24 with James 5:1; Luke 8:15; 21:19 (hupomonḗ [5281], patience, used by Luke only in his gospel) with James 1:3, 4; 5:11; Luke 12:16–21 with James 4:14; John 8:31 with James 1:25; John 13:17 with James 4:17. The Epistle of James is clearly the work of one trained in the strict observance of the Law, yet divorced from blind Pharisaic formalism denounced by our Lord (James 1:22–27; 2:8–12; 4:5–7; 5:10, 11).” Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament. ] 

· Joses – what do we know about him? Nothing. Joses is another form of the name Joseph. 
· Judas/Jude[footnoteRef:6] – what do we know about him? He’s another brother of Jesus and wrote the book of Jude in the New Testament.  [6:  “Judas the brother of James. In two gospels (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3) James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas are named conjointly with the mother of Jesus as brothers of Jesus. In Jude 1:1, the author of that epistle is described as “Judas . . . the brother of James” (a.t.). The KJV has “Jude,” and in Mark 6:3, he is called “Judas.” These designations distinguish this Judas from the Jude (cf. III) who is described as “Judas the son of James” (a.t.), one of the Twelve Apostles. The confusion in not distinguishing between (III) and (IV) is the mistranslation of Iakṓbou (Judas) in Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13 as the brother of James (in the KJV) instead of his son (as in the NASB and the NIV). He who is a brother cannot also be a son. In Matt. 13:55, it is clearly stated that the two brothers, Judas and James, were also the (note the def. art. hoi) brothers of Jesus. Of “Judas . . . the brother of James” (a.t.) as an individual we know nothing, but account should be taken of what is said collectively of our Lord’s brothers. He was probably a son of Joseph and Mary, and thus a younger half–brother of Jesus. Judas misunderstood the popularity of Jesus (Matt. 12:46ff.). In his estimation, Jesus was a foolish enthusiast (Mark 3:21). Before the resurrection of Jesus, he did not acknowledge his Brother as the Messiah (John 7:3ff.), but after the resurrection he is found “in prayer” in the upper room (Acts 1:14); his doubts, like those of his brother James (1 Cor. 15:7), may have vanished in the presence of the risen Lord. The distinct mention of the brothers of Jesus (Acts 1:13, 14) after the eleven have been named, is another reason for rejecting the KJV translation of Luke 6:16 which identifies Judas the apostle as the brother of James As we pointed out in (III), he was the son of James and was also called Lebbaeus and Thaddaeus in Matt. 10:3 and Mark 3:18 respectively. It also is further proof for the correctness of translating Ioúdas Iakṓbou in Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13 as “Judas the son of James” (as in the NASB and NIV) instead of “Judas the brother of James” (as the KJV has it).” Complete Word Study Dictionary of the NT. ] 

· Simon[footnoteRef:7] – what do we know about him? Nothing.  [7:  A brother of our Lord (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3), not to be confused with the preceding nor with the Symeon who succeeded James as bishop of the church in Jerusalem.” NICNT] 

· My frustration with biblical names – It drives me nuts that everyone has the same names! Brothers of Jesus named the same as the disciples, but they are different guys. All the women are named Mary. I mean come on! Let’s get some originality here! Imagine introducing your friends and family: Simon, this is Simon, John, John, Mary…this is Mary, Mary and Mary. It’s stupid. 
· Sisters – It’s unfortunate that Mark didn’t list the sisters. I kid you not (see above) but the two best guesses historically (the only references) to Jesus’ sisters are Mary & Salome. Another Mary?!?!?!
· The family still lives here – The point of Mark mentioning their names by the crowd was that the whole family still lived in town and everyone knew them. This was not a metropolis. This is a rural town where everyone knew everyone and grew up with everyone. They knew all the issues with the family neighbors. 
· And they took offense at him – They were offended by Him both for the Messianic self-reference and His insult of their unbelief. 
· Blocking fresh revelation – How often do we think that we already know everything about God or about Jesus and someone tells us something fresh and we reject it thinking that if it were true, we would have already knew that. Are we resistant to learning about our Lord after a certain amount of time? 

· Capping Miracles
· Jesus’ impact is limited due to lack of faith
· Mk 6:4-6a – “And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled because of their unbelief.” 
· And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.’ – This is a common phrase that was used during that time by multiple sources. Jesus is tying together a concept about familiarity. Instead of explaining this right here, let’s take a look at some important additions by Luke:
· Another Important Luke Addition – If we just read Mark’s version it makes it sound like the crowd were just irritated by Him saying that He was the fulfillment of scripture (which they were but there was more). But, there was actually a poking teaching that Jesus did that really ticked them off. Here it is: 
· Jesus said, ‘doubtless you will quote to me this proverb: ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’ – just after someone brought up Jesus being a local and familiar, Jesus cut them off in their reasoning and pointed out their concern. They wanted Him to not only prove Himself, but to bring miracles to them for their own benefit so that Capernaum wouldn’t have all the good stories and feel like they were superior (Jesus had moved His homebase to that town). They wanted benefit for having Him as one of theirs to brag about. Their hearts weren’t right. 
· Jesus said, ‘Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in His hometown.’ – Jesus points out the problem with familiarity and honor. It’s a fact in religious surroundings that when someone is very familiar to you, you have a hard time seeing them through the lens of anointed or special. You have seen so many ‘normal’ years and ‘normal experiences’ that you can’t imagine that they are unusual. But if we think through it, everyone that we consider special or unusual, have a family too. Their familiar people are thinking the same about them. So, why wouldn’t it be the case with those near to us. 
· The terrible problem of familiarity and miracles – the saddest downside of familiarity is lack of faith. Faith matters. How it matters and to what degree is difficult to pin down. But it matters. In other words, if we don’t believe that God can use someone, we will not be open to God using them and it will affect the outcome. Jesus consistently asked people, ‘do you believe that I am ABLE to do this?’ that was a faith question. If someone is going to pray for you but you don’t think they are a big deal, you will be hesitant, and it affects the situation. This is one reason why atmosphere matters in a religious setting. We begin to believe more when the atmosphere suggests that we should. 
· Mark’s Commentary on WHY – he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them - If we return to Mark's account it sounds like the RESULT was that people were offended and it ruined Jesus’ ministry in Nazareth. But I think a better reading is that Mark is telling us WHY this whole situation came up in the first place. Why would Jesus say that they were going to use the analogy about ‘Physical heal thyself’? I  believe it was because, as Mark said, Jesus had already been stifled there due to their lack of faith and they weren’t very impressed with His ministry. Therefore, I would add in Marks’ pieces here with the translation starting…”And He was not able prior to do any…
· “5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled because of their unbelief.”
· Luke’s Insight: Jesus’ offensive analogy: The Elijah Story – Jesus wasn’t done talking. In fact, what really threw the Nazareth audience off was this particular example that Jesus gave. He pointed out that when Elijah was alive, and he was a Jewish hero, he did three of his most amazing miracles (shutting off the rain; raising a child from the dead; cleaning the leper Naaman) with Gentiles, NOT Jews. Jesus is pointing out that back then Israel’s unbelief was so strong that it shut down even Elijah’s ability to do more miracles in Israel to Jews. This is an embarrassment to the Jewish people because they want to be known as the special ones of God and the most religious. Yet, Jesus was shoving this in their face saying that it was happening AGAIN to Him, right now!
· Luke’s Insight: They lost their minds – If we read Mark’s account it sounds much more peaceful. It’s not. It got violent: Luke said, “when they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out of the town an brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was build, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away.”
· Was Jesus restricted in power or allowance?[footnoteRef:8] – It’s important to note that there was NO LACK of POWER in Jesus per se. The limitation was one by the Holy Spirit of AUTHORIZATION. The point is not that Jesus couldn’t do something He was authorized to do but was limited when the Father and Holy Spirit said no. Remember, although Jesus is God, the second member of the Triune Godhead, He restricted Himself to ONLY do what the Father said, and what the Holy Spirit empowered Him to do. This meant that He was not free to do miracles at will. Just like us, His power source can be cut off or turned on, depending on the will of the Spirit. This is the answer to the unfortunate question by cessationists, ‘if the gifts of healing are present today, why don’t you clear out the hospitals?’ It doesn’t work like that. God dictates who does and doesn’t not heal. We are faithful to lay hands on and pray and proclaim healing, but the outcome is in His hands.  [8:  “In the presence of gross unbelief Jesus restricted his activity to the healing of a few sick individuals. It is not Mark’s intention to stress Jesus’ inability when he states that he could perform no miracles at Nazareth. His purpose is rather to indicate that Jesus was not free to exercise his power in these circumstances. The performance of miracles in the absence of faith could have resulted only in the aggravation of human guilt and the hardening of men’s hearts against God. The power of God which Jesus possessed could be materialized in a genuinely salutary fashion only when there was the receptivity of faith. Unbelief excluded the people of Nazareth from the dynamic disclosure of God’s grace that others had experienced.” NICNT] 

· He marveled at their unbelief – The Greek word thaumazo means, “to wonder, marvel, be struck with admiration or astonishment…” Jesus was in a sense, surprised. Which is a very human thing to have happen. It seems to be a similar case when Jesus truly reacted to something and it wasn’t just a teaching moment He set up (ex. can’t tell if the ‘who touched me’ line with the bleeding woman was a set up or a true reaction). 
· Then Jesus left to move on – Luke makes it clear that Jesus had no other choice, Nazareth was not just shut off to Him, but dangerous now. 
· An example of Rejection – Whether these events (Jesus’ rejection and the sending of the Twelve out) were actually chronological and same time, is not clear. What is clear is that Mark seems to put the stories together to make the point that rejection happened to Jesus and it will happen to his guys. This means that rejection is a part of evangelism. It’s not that you are doing something wrong (although you might be). It’s that there is a resistance in the human heart that has not been fully open yet by the Holy Spirit. It’s part of the process and Jesus (and Mark) wanted the guys to know that going in to set expectations. 

· Survey Prep Team
· Jesus sends out the Twelve ahead of Him
· Mk 6:6b-9 – “And he went about among the villages teaching. 7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag [for begging],[footnoteRef:9] no money[footnoteRef:10] in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.[footnoteRef:11]”  [9:  Gr. πήρα, usually thought to be a travelling bag or bread-bag, e.g., W. Michaelis, TWNT VI (1959), p. 121; cf. RSV “no bag”; NEB “no pack.” A. Deissmann, Light from the Ancient East (London, 1910), pp. 109 f. found here a special meaning suggested by a monument of the imperial period where πήρα means the beggar’s collecting bag. Jesus’ command would accordingly mean there is to be no begging of money.” NICNT]  [10:  “Copper coins were those of lowest value. Cf. A-G, p. 883 where χαλκός is rendered “small change.” NICNT]  [11:  “Josephus, Ant. XVII. v. 7 mentions a messenger who wore two tunics, but the purpose was to conceal a secret message. It would seem better to see in the reference an insistence that the disciples depend upon God for the provision of shelter at night for them. E. Power, op. cit., p. 245, suggests that the reference to two garments is intelligible if the shepherd is in view since the second garment was necessary as a covering at night. Because the disciples were to depend upon hospitality for shelter the second garment was excluded.” NICNT] 

· ESV Combo Account: Sending the Twelve with Instructions - Mt 10:1-42; Mk 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6 – there is some debate if the Luke recording is another interaction in Nazareth, but I don’t think so. It fits well here.
· And he called to him the twelve together (his twelve disciples) and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power and authority over all demons (unclean spirits), to cast them out, and to cure/heal every disease, and every affliction. The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. And these twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them (charged them), “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. Take nothing for your journey except a staff, (nor) acquire, (an extra) staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor gold or silver or copper for your belts - but to wear sandals and not put on/have two tunics, for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever town or village (or) house you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there, until you depart from there. As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, And if/wherever they/anyone/any place do not receive you or listen to your words, let your peace return to you. When you leave that house or that town, shake off the dust that is on your your feet as a testimony against them. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town. “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household. “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” And so they departed and went out through the villages, preaching the gospel and proclaimed that people should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them, healing everywhere.”

· And he went about among the villages teaching. – This seems to be Mark’s way of saying that Jesus moved on from Nazareth. It seems odd because the focus is actually about those Jesus sent out ahead of Him (which necessitates that He was going to follow them). They were to be heralds (proclaimers), set up guys, as well as actually doing the ministry themselves. It’s almost like they were go in and do their best and Jesus would come in and follow up and clean up. 
· And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. – This sounds rather quick and to the point (Mark’s style), but it’s missing a little bit. 
· Why two-by-two? – Can’t you cover more territory with 12 guys going 12 different locations? If they were all anointed and authorized, it wasn’t that they needed backup for power or authority, right? Then why not spread out? There are many reasons. I can think of a couple:
· Support teams – Both learning and ministry cause a lot of self-doubt and examination. It’s tough. It’s far more helpful to process through things with someone else to make sure you are looking at the situation rightly. Two pair or eyes can better discern what really is going on than one. 
· Legal witnesses – The Mosaic guidelines demanded that everything be established by two witnesses since any one person can lie. It’s tougher to get two people on the same story and stick to it if it’s not true. Therefore, whatever one came back and said happened, they could turn to the other and get authorization.
· Accountability – traveling and experiencing dramatic and dynamic things alone can mess with someone’s head. They needed a checks and balances system to keep everyone in focus. If anyone was accused of doing something inappropriate, there was a witness there and accountability verification. 
· Matthew’s Important Addition – this story is told in all three of the synoptic gospels. Matthew speaks the most about it and puts in a bunch of additions. Jesus had a much more extensive teaching and instruction time for them BEFORE sending them out for the first time. Here’s Matthew’s additions: 
· Extent of Power – Matthew & Luke explain that Jesus gave them ‘power and authority over ALL demons/unclean spirits’. 
· Healing power – Mark doesn’t mention that they had healing authority and power but the other Gospel authors do. Matthew says Jesus gave them power and authority, “to cure/heal EVERY disease, and EVERY affliction.’
· Well-rounded mission: Matthew says, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.” That’s a LOT!
· Renaming the Apostles – Matthew takes time to rename the 12. The interesting part is that it differs slightly from other lists which means some of the guys had multiple names. Namely that involves guys like Thaddeus and Bartholomew.
· Instruction to proclaim the kingdom of God – although Mark mentions that they did, Matthew explains that it was a specific instruction. 
· Limited locations – Jesus told them NOT to go to Gentile land, nor Samaritan territory, but ONLY to Jews. 
· The Message – ‘proclaim as you go, saying, ‘the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ – this means, ‘God is here and He’s doing special things for His people.’
· He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.
· He charged them – this is severe instructions. They weren’t allowed to make it up as they go. They had a very specific mission. 
· What could they really take?[footnoteRef:12] – Although all three Synoptic gospels talk about Jesus restricting them on what they could take and telling them to travel light, they differ on what they can and can’t take (at least in how they say it). Mark seems to suggest they were told to take staff and sandals, but Matthew and Luke say no staff, no sandals. The solution seems simple to me: You can take one type of staff (walking) but not another (defense). You can take one pair of sandals but not two.  [12:  “The permission of staff and sandals over against their apparent exclusion in Mt. 10:9 f.; Lk. 9:3 poses a well-known problem of harmony. For a survey of ancient and modern proposals see E. Power, “The Staff of the Apostles, A Problem in Gospel Harmony,” Biblica 4 (1923), pp. 241–266. Power’s own conclusion is that the staff permitted in Mark is the walking stick or shepherd’s crook which became the symbol of office, while the rod prohibited by Matthew and Luke was the shepherd’s club designed for protection. M. J. Lagrange, L’Évangile selon Saint Marc9 (Paris, 1947), pp. 151–153 sees in the variation a different way of verbalizing the same truth, that the simplest of preparations alone was permitted. Especially attractive is the suggestion of U. Mauser, Christ in the Wilderness (Naperville, Ill., 1963), pp. 133 f.: Mk. 6:8 f. shows a striking similarity to Ex. 12:11 where the Israelites on the eve of the exodus from Egypt are commanded to eat the Passover in haste, “your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand.” Mauser suggests that Mk. 6:8 f. represents a tradition independent of the other Synoptic Gospels, designed to recall the exodus tradition. On this assumption the missionary instruction given to the Twelve is patterned after the instruction given to Israel at the outset of the wilderness experience. The injunction to take neither bread nor bag can be understood in this same context. As Israel in the wilderness was nourished by the provision of God so the disciples are to be sustained by God’s provision.” NICNT] 

· Take nothing more than a staff – no food, gear, money. Travel light. 
· Wear sandals – not sure what the other option was.
· Don’t bring an extra tunic – that would be likely an added blanket they would wear to stay outdoors if they don’t find lodging. Jesus wanted them with people, not alone. 
· Matthew’s Important Addition – Matthew also gives the same instructions that Mark does but adds…
· Purpose for limited resources – Matthew adds the REASON for meager rations: “for the laborer deserves his food.” He wanted them to work for it and integrate into the places by serving and teaching. He didn’t want them just lightly going through the areas. He wanted them invested. If they don’t minister effectively, they don’t eat. 
· Ambassadors Plus[footnoteRef:13] – this is the time (at least in Mark’s account) when the apprenticeship takes the next necessary step: You do it now. Up to this point they have seen a lot, experienced a lot, listened a lot. Now it was their time to go out and do it and then they were going to come back and debrief. Jesus isn’t going to go with them at this point. He will trail behind and do ministry in their wake. It was their time to try everything out. In one sense they were real ambassadors both for Jesus and the Kingdom of God (meaning they had the authority to do things on His behalf). But in another sense, they were more than that. They not only had the authority on paper, but the possession of power. They could do things that He could do. Many times the ambassador is merely a messenger but not similar of like, kind, quality. No, the disciples/apostles weren’t God or Messiahs, but they were miracles workers, exorcists, preachers, and authorities.  [13:  “The commissioning of the Twelve has a rich background in the juridical practice of Judaism, which recognized the official character of actions performed by authorized individuals. Reduced to its simplest form, the law acknowledged that “the sent one is as the man who commissioned him.” This formulation lies behind the mission of the Twelve, who are sent forth as “appointed representatives” of Jesus in the legal sense of the term. Their return to Jesus and the report concerning all that they had taught and done in fulfilment of the commission (Ch. 6:30) is consistent with this legal background.” NICNT] 


· Persons of Peace
· Jesus teaches His disciples how to remain focused on the mission
· Mk 6:10-11 – “And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 
· And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there - The point was not to go looking for better accommodations (selfish gain). Interestingly, the next generation of disciples (disciples of the disciples) had to put limits on how long their evangelists could stay since it became a burden on the people. They were allowed to only stay 2 nights and then had to move on.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  “The post-apostolic church limited the duration of hospitality to one or two days; a three-day stay was an indication of false intention, according to Didache 11:4–5.” NICNT] 

· And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, -
· when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them[footnoteRef:15] – What’s the shaking dust off thing? It is a rejection of all that is in that land territory. It’s handing them over to God, or consigning judgment to the rightful judge. It’s making a statement against the openness to the kingdom message.  [15:  “It was the custom of pious Jews who had travelled outside of Israel to remove carefully from their feet and clothing all dust of the alien lands in which they had travelled. By this action they dissociated themselves from the pollution of those lands and their ultimate judgment. An analogous action on the part of the disciples would declare that a village was pagan in character. It would provide warning that the disciples had fulfilled their responsibility and that those who had rejected the mission would have to answer to God.37 The removal of dust from the feet belongs to the category of symbolic realism; it is a prophetic act designed to provoke thought on the part of the rejecting villagers. The mission of the disciples has a selective character. Their presence in a town or village determines which of the inhabitants are open to the word of the Kingdom which they bear. Should they wipe the dust from their feet and break communication with a village they consign it to judgment. This provision indicates that the coming of the disciples, like that of Jesus himself, had the character of sifting and gathering the true people of God.” NICNT] 

· Matthew Additions – again we have a bit more information from Matthew. 
· Whatever town, village or house – I’m sure they had a map so they weren’t duplicating each other, but it seems that there was a bit of Holy Spirit direction going on and they were to go with the flow. 
· How to pick a lodging – Matthew adds that they were supposed to ask around as they enter a town to find out ‘who is worthy in it’, meaning that they were either open to the gospel or ready to show hospitality. They were going to go off the person’s reputation for the initial direction. 
· How to engage initially – Matthew says, ‘as you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it…’
· Take your peace back – if they are rejected Jesus told them to, ‘let your peace return to you.’ What does that mean? It means don’t bless it. Whatever anointing and blessing that is given to you, let it leave with you. Don’t leave it there spiritually. 
· It’s not going to go well for rejectors – Matthew adds a key teaching. He says that if a town or person rejects them, it’s going to be terrible for them. He says, “Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.” Ouch!
· Sheep, Serpents & Doves – Jesus told them that it was going to be a tough assignment and to be careful and smart. They were going to be arrested for the gospel and betrayed by people they thought might be okay. He said, ““Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles…Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”
· Don’t be worried about testifying – Jesus told them that some of them would be arrested for the gospel, but that they didn’t have to worry about saying the right thing when they were brought before the authorities. The Holy Spirit would meet them at that moment. He said it like this, “When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
· Like Me, Like You – Jesus told them that no servant is greater than their Master. Some people hated Jesus and persecuted Him so it was going to happen to them too. It wasn’t that they did anything wrong. It’s how it goes. He said it like this, ““A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.”
· Don’t Fear: Reveal and Proclaim – Jesus didn’t want them to be shy or to shy away from their assignment. They were to be clear and bold. They were not to let fear stop them. “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”
· Jesus Splits Relationships – as odd as this sounds (Jesus is pro-love and relationships), it’s important for Him to note that the connection to the Lord is stronger than blood relatives. In a culture that is all about family (Jewish), this was tough. Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
· If they receive you they receive Me – Jesus wanted them to know that although they were going out ahead of Him, they were really one unit. Whatever people did to them, they were really doing to Jesus. The point was not to take it personally. It’s an assignment. “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

· Beta Team
· The Twelve does what Jesus does
· Mk 6:12-13 – “So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.”
· So they went out – they were obedient even though they were likely nervous. It was their time to go solo. 
· and proclaimed that people should repent. – Luke says, ‘preaching the gospel’. Repentance is changing your mind and re-aligning it with God’s perspective. That means they needed to see things differently and believe the gospel (good news). 
· And they cast out many demons – exorcism was a big part of their ministry because it demonstrated the authority and presence of the Kingdom of God. 
· and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. – healing was a big part of their ministry to demonstrate the love and compassion of God. 

Conclusion
· What matters most is kingdom building not our own reputation or comfort:  Jesus came to change all that and to live life differently.  
· They lived an active Christianity – we need to as well. 


