Connect and Serve
Please see the website (firstpreswe.com) for a complete list
of programs and ways to connect.

Office Closure Notice - May Dates - The church offices
will close at noon on May 12 as well as be closed all day on
Memorial Day, May 25.

Porchfest Volunteer Opportunity - First Pres is taking
part in West Chester’s Porchfest on Saturday, May 16,
which is a free event in this quadrant of the borough where
musicians perform on the historic porches of WC. The
church is “hosting” three musical groups on our porch
outside the Sanctuary between 1-4pm, and we need
volunteers in one-hour shifts to help show First Pres as a
warm, welcoming place in the borough. Please sign up
through the website or reach out to Elizabeth Hess.

Single Worship Service Sunday May 24 - There will be a
single worship service at 10am on Pentecost Sunday, May
24. Please note that there will not be any children's
programs that morning, but the nursery will be open.

Family Pool Party - First Pres families are invited to
celebrate the end of the school year with a pool party at the
Damadio home on Sunday, May 31 from noon - 2pm. We
are excited for this fun time for preschool and elementary
aged tamilies to play and have some start of summer fun
together! Note that parents will be responsible for the safety
of their children during this event, so everyone should dress
prepared to get wet! Please RSVP through the Sign-up tab
of the church's website and talk to Sara Pantazes or Diane
Damadio with any questions.

Family Small Groups Forming - Small groups are a great
way to grow in faith and in friendship with other church
tamilies, and we are hoping to get some new groups going
this year! Are you interested in joining a small group?
What logistics would make it work for you? Parents with
children zero through college are encouraged to fill out the
survey on the sign-up tab of the church website. Talk to
Sara Pantazes with any questions.

VBS & Music Adventure Camp Are Back - We are excited
to offer a week of summer fun to the kids of First Pres and
our community! Join us for the week of July 20-24- for VBS
in the morning and Music Adventure Camp in the
afternoon. Kids can sign up to attend either or both. It will
be a great week of faith-filled fun, playing, friends and, of
course, music! For more information and to register, click on
"VBS/Music Adventure Camp" on the Sign-up tab of the
church's website or talk to Director of Faith Formation Sara
Pantazes or Children's Music Director Laura Moreschi.

Clean Milk or Water Jugs Needed - This summer's VBS
has a winter theme, so to help bring winter to life, we are
going to build an igloo out of milk and water

jugs! We'll need several hundred jugs to make this a reality,
so please bring in your 1-gallon plastic milk or water jugs
and leave them in the bin on the stage in Fellowship Hall.
They need to be completely clean and dry so that
Fellowship Hall doesn't smell like spoiled milk all summer!
Talk to Sara Pantazes with any questions.
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Order of Worship for the
Sixth Sunday of Easter

*Please rise in body or spirit

Prelude Shenandoah
Largo from the New World
arr. Frances Callahan

Call to Worship*
The God who speaks comfort to us calls us here.
The God who speaks to us with tenderness meets us
here.

The God who guides us on our journey meets us here.
We come to prepare for the journey ahead.

We come to ready ourselves for the transtormation of our
lives.

For the Spirit of the Lord will be revealed in our lives
so that all the world might see.

Hymn 275* A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Welcome

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, you promised us an advocate. You promised
that your Spirit will be with us every day of our lives.
We know this, and yet we question its truth. We
wonder where you are and look for you in all the
wrong places. (cont’d)



Forgive us and remind us daily that your

Spirit is with us, guiding us, nurturing us, and turning
our hearts towards you. Help us to hear you when your
voice seems like a whisper. Help us to see you when we
can’t see you right in front of us. Help us to feel your
presence when we can’t feel anything at all. Guide us
by your Spirit and make us new. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness
The Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is the same

Spirit who is with us today.
God’s Spirit reminds us that in Christ we are forgiven
and are set free from the bondage of sin.

Response*
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Passing the Peace*

Sacrament of Baptism
Everett Luse
Child of Brian and Al1 Luse

Children’s Message
During the singing of the following response, children may join
their teachers for Sunday School. Famalies can pick up therr
children after the service in their classrooms on the 2nd floor.

Response 486*  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

Special Music Tune My Heart to Sing Thy Praise
Sondra K. Tucker

First Scripture Reading Psalm 66:8-20 OT p. 528

Anthem Alta Trinita 15th Century Hymn

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Oftertory Grand Chorus Joel Raney

Doxology and Prayer of Dedication®
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 183*  Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
Second Scripture Reading John 14:15-21 NT p. 108

Sermon The Quiet Comfort of God
Andrew Esqueda

Hymn 824* There Is a Place of Quiet Rest

Benediction*

Postlude Postlude in Classical Style
Gordon Young

Assisting in worship today:
The Generations in Harmony Handbell Choir
The Chancel Ringers
The Chancel Choir

All are welcome in worship. We are a communaity of people of
all ages who cry, vocalize, stim, fuss, stand, sit,
and come and go as needed.
The sounds of people are the joyful noise of God’s creation.

Audio amplifiers are in a basket at the back of the sanctuary.
There are also screens in Fellowship Hall that stream the service if
you need to step out.

The nursery 1s available for children ages 0-3 years. Please ask a
greeter if you would like additional information
about Sunday School or children’s programming.
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