CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 353
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus' blood and
2 When dark-ness seems to hide his face, I rest on his wun -
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sup - port me in the
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, O may I then in
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righ - teous-ness; I dare not trust the sweet-est frame, but
chang -ing grace; in ev-ery high and storm-y gale, my
whelm-ing flood; when all a-round my  soul gives way, he

him be found, dressed in his righ - teous - ness a - lone, fault -

s g g o P P oo ¢
— — ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ:g

Refrain

h — R e T T O e B B
o — oo oo
z%m s e = - Hﬂbﬁ

whol-ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
an - chor holds with -in the veil.
then is all my hope and stay.
less to stand be - fore the throne.

On Christ, the sol - id Rock, I stand; all
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oth-er ground is sink-ing sand; all oth-er ground is sink-ing sand.
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This hymn develops the imagery of Jesus’ remark (Matthew 7:24-27/ Luke 6:47-49) that those who believe in
him and act on that belief are like someone who builds a house on a rock. The text is set to a tune created for
it by a prolific 19th-century American composer and editor.

TEXT: Edward Mote, c. 1834, alt. SOLID ROCK
MUSIC: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1863, alt. LM with refrain



FORGIVENESS

435 There’'sa W

ideness in God’s Mercy

—

| [

1 | I

[ 1

e

e

J—V—d—ﬁ

1 There’'s a wide-ness in  God’'s mer - cy, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is  broad-er than the mea - sures
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of the  sea. There’s a kind - ness in God’s jus - tice,
of the mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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which

is

is

more than

most won - der - ful - ly kind. If
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lib - er - ty. There is

our

no place where earth’s
love were but

more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven. There is  no place
faith-ful, we would glad-ly trust God’s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for the good - ness of our Lord.
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These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others
should be God’s generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.

TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt.
MUSIC: Dutch melody; arr. Julius Réntgen, c. 1906
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1 O for a world where ev-ery - one re-spects each oth-er’s ways,
2 O for a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y re-lieved,
3 We wel-come one world fam -i - ly and strug-gle with each choice
4 The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the fool -ish ones are wise.
5 O for a world pre - par-ing for God’s glo-rious reign of peace,
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where love is lived and all is done with jus-tice and with praise.
where truth is spo - ken, chil-dren spared, e - qual -i - ty a-chieved.
that o-pens us to u-ni - ty and gives our vi-sion voice.
Tell  all who mourn: out-casts be - long, who per-ish-es will rise.
where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.
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Everything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulfillment of God’s
desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.

TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
Text © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters
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