THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

331 God

of the Ages, Whose A

Imighty Hand

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
specific nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.
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1 God of the a - ges, whose al-might-y
2 Thy love di-vine hath led us in the
3 From war’s a-larms, from dead-ly pes - ti -
4 Re - freshthy peo - ple on their toil-some
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hand leads forth in beau - ty all the star-ry band 3
past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast.
lence, be thy strong arm our ev - er sure de-fense.
way. Lead us from night to nev-er-end-ing day.

. | e o £
) B 2 e ,
AT P | | 1 1 I I . PN
L ! U =
oy
- N I | | M (I

T T

(o= o 2.2 2., 2 2 12

[y | | y rvlg: "'IT_ ¢ R
of shin - ing worlds in splen - dor through the skies, 3
Be thou our rul - er guard-ian, guide, and stay:

Thy true re - li - gion in our hearts in - crease.
Fill all our lives with love and grace di - vine,
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our grate - ful  songs be - fore thy throne a - rise.
thy word our law, thy paths our cho-sen  way.
Thy boun-teous good - ness nour - ish us in peace.
and glo - ry,  laud, and praise be ev - er thine.
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TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
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THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

We Gather Together 336
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1 We gath - er to - geth-er to ask  the Lord’s bless - ing;
2 Be - side us to guide us, our God with us join - ing,
3 We all do ex - tol thee thou lead - er tri - um-phant,
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he chas - tens and has - tens his will to make known;
or - dain - ing, main - tain - ing his king - dom di - vine;
and pray  that thou still our de - fend - er wilt be.
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the wick - ed op - press-ing now cease  from dis - tress - ing.
so from the be - gin - ning the fight we were win - ning;
Let thy con-gre - ga - tion es - cape trib - u - la - tion;
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Sing prais - es to his name; he for-gets not his own
thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glo - ry be thine!
thy name be ev-er praised! O Lord, make us free!
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First published among songs celebrating the end of Spanish control of the Netherlands, this text’s blend of
patriotism and piety has made it popular at (often ecumenical) Thanksgiving Day services. The tune is
named for the Viennese arranger whose male chorus popularized it.

TEXT: Attr. Adrianus Valerius, ¢. 1626; trans. Theodore Baker, 1894
MUSIC: Neder-landtsch Gedenck-Clanck, 1626; harm. Eduard Kremser, 1877
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(this tune in a higher key, 612)
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Together We Serve

Capo 3: (G) (D) (Em) (Bm7)
Bb F Gm Dm7
hH | | | . |
p- I > | 1 | |
Gl
o) ' I | ‘ [
1 To - geth - er we serve, u - nit - ed by love,
2 We seek to be - come a bea - con of hope,
3 We wel-come the scarred, the wealth-y, the poor
4 To - geth - er, by grace, we  wit-ness and work,
(C) (G) (Am?7) (Dsus) (D)
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in - vit - ing God’s world to the glo - ri - ous feast.
a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet.
the bus -y, the lone-1ly and all who need care.
re - mem - ber - ing Je - sus, in whom we grow strong.
(G) (D) (C) (Bm)
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We work and we pray through sor - row and joy,
We learn, year by  year, to let love shine through
We of - fer a home to  those who will come,
To - geth - er we serve in  Spir - it and truth,
(G) (C) (G) (Am) (D7) (G)
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ex - tend - ing God’s love to the last and the least.
un - il we see Christ in each per - son we meet.
our hands quick to help, our hearts read - y to  dare.
re - mem - ber - ing love is the strength of our song.

The first three words of this text appear in the website address for First Presbyterian Church of San Anselmo,
California, for whose centennial the hymn was commissioned. The text draws on Ephesians 4:11-16, a

passage describing the many gifts and ministries within the body of Christ.

SAN ANSELMO
5.5.11.D

TEXT and MUSIC: Daniel Charles Damon, 1996
Text and Music © 1998 Hope Publishing Company



