Connect and Serve
Please see the website (firstpreswe.com) for a complete list
of programs and ways to connect.

Return To Regular Church Office Hours - The church
office has returned to regular office hours and will be open
9am-4pm on Monday-Thursday, and 9am-12pm on Fridays.

Church Picnic — Join us for our annual picnic in

the “backyard” along the alley at noon today. We'll have fried
chicken, a bounce house, golf putting and face painting! If you
need help getting outside, please see a staff member. Set-up
volunteers would be welcome at 10:30!

Youth Group Kick-Off Party - This afternoon from 4-6pm,
First Pres will celebrate a new year of Youth Group with a
Kick-Off Party! We will have snacks, play video games, board
games, live-action Among Us, and discuss our mission and
core values for the year. Youth Group will be every Sunday
from 4-5:30pm.

Youth Bible Study - After our Youth Group Rick-Oft Party,
the following Wednesday we will have our All-Grades Bible

Study, from 7-8:30pm. We will be working our way through

the Gospel of John.

Youth Beach Retreat - From September 18-20, First Pres
Youth will be going to Bethany Beach Retreat Center for a
weekend retreat! We will use the calming beach atmosphere to
have fun and learn devotional practices, which are spiritual
disciplines that will last a lifetime. Registration and

info online.

Children’s Choir Registration - Come sing, learn and have
tun this Fall! Our Children’s Choir welcomes young singers to
grow in confidence, make new friends, and discover the joy of
making music while praising God. We start on Wednesday
September 16 at 5:15pm. Please register online on the church
website. We can’t wait to see youl!

New Fall Study on King David - Over 9 weeks this fall, the
Midweek Journeys study group will do a deep dive into the life
of King David, exploring the accounts of David’s life and
considering what his story teaches about the responsibilities
and expectations for living as God’s people. Midweek
Journeys meets on Wednesday nights from 6:30 - 7:30pm on

Zoom, beginning Wednesday, September 16. Contact Sara
Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com to be added to the
email list.

Women’s Fall Bible Study - From the opening chapters of
Genesis through the final verses of Revelation, God is known
by many names; names that reveal who He is, what He does,
and how He relates to His children. All women are invited to
an 8-week video and workbook study called The Names of God,
led by six different Bible study authors. This study will meet
on Wednesdays from 9:30-11am, and will run for 8 weeks,
from Sept. 23-Nov. 11. Sign up online.

Thursday Evening Men's Study - All men of the church are
invited to participate in a new 7-part study of the Lord's
Prayer entitled The Sacred Thread beginning Thursday,
September 24 on Zoom from 7 - 9pm. The study's host states:
"Through cinematic storytelling and accessible scholarship,
The Sacred Thread invites viewers into the world of the Biblical
text. The series cuts to the heart of Scripture, exploring the
historical, cultural, geographical, and literary contexts behind
the Bible’s most iconic stories." The study materials will be
available online at no cost. Contact Phil Heaver with any
questions via email at Fivormor59@aol.com or via cell at 610-
310-088.

Connection Groups — We're excited to announce that
Connection Groups are launching this fall at First Pres! These
groups will meet monthly from October through May, with
the option to continue on afterward. Finding community is an
important part of our faith journey, and these groups are a
great way to build genuine relationships within our church
tamily. There’s a variety to choose from, so visit the sign-up
link on our website to learn more about each one and discover
the group that’s right for you. If you have questions or you're
not sure what would be a good fit, reach out to Elizabeth Hess
or Sara Pantazes.

First Pres Travelers - Join the Travelers to see Joshua at the
Sight & Sound Theater, Nov. 12 at 11am. Show ticket price is
$71.70 (fees included). Optional Smorgasbord Lunch at the
adjacent Hershey Farm Restaurant. Cost for the lunch is
$30.95 (food, fees, and tip). For additional information or to
register, please contact Thom & Irene

at psuthom@verizon.net.
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Order of Worship for the
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

*Please rise in body or spirit

Prelude Bolero arr. David Marlatt

Call to Worship*
Then I will pour out my spirit on all flesh,
thus says the Lord.
Send down the fire of your justice!

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.
Send down the rain of your love!

Your old shall dream dreams,
and your young shall see visions.
Send down your Spirit, breathe life in your people!

In those days, I will pour out my Spirit.
And we shall be people of God.

Hymn 85*  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
arr. Mark Hayes

Please watch the Director of Music for singing cues
Welcome

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered
disciples creating bold tongues, open ears,
and a new community of faith. We confess that we
hold back the force of your Spirit among us. (cont’d)
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We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the
good news of your love, or live as a people made one in
Christ. Have mercy on us, O God.

Transform our timid lives by the power of your Spirit,
and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful
people, doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness
God's Spirit is with us even in our sin, and in spite of our
sin, Christ forgives us.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Response*

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Passing of the Peace*

Children’s Message
During the singing of the following response, children may join
thetr teachers for Sunday School. Families can pick up their
children after the service in their classrooms on the 2nd floor.

Response God of Great and God of Small ~ Hymn 19
First Scripture Reading Psalm 133 OT p. 575
Special Music O Quam Gloriosum

Tomas Luis de Victoria

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Oftertory With a Voice of Singing Martin Shaw

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard,
Alleluia! Utter 1t even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hath delivered His people, Alleluia!
O be joyful in God, all ye lands. O sing praises to the honor of His
name, make His praise to be glorious.

Doxology and Prayer of Dedication*
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 336* We Gather Together
Second Scripture Reading  Acts 2:14-21;43-47 NT p. 119

Sermon A Journey Through the Book of Acts — The Gathered
Rev. Andrew Esqueda

Hymn 305*  Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

Benediction*

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God
Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Assisting in worship today:
The Miner Street Brass
The Chancel Choir

All are welcome in worship. We are a communaity of people of
all ages who cry, vocalize, stim, fuss, stand, sit,
and come and go as needed.
The sounds of people are the joyful noise of God’s creation.

Audio amplifiers are in a basket at the back of the sanctuary.
There 1s a screen in the lounge that streams the service if you need
lo step out.

The nursery 1s available for children ages 0-3 years. Please ask a
greeter if you would like additional information
about Sunday School or children’s programming.
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Give Online
Scan the QR code below to give electronically.
Thank you for your generosity!




