DISCUSSION GUIDE

CONNECT

What is one test you remember being nervous about in school,
work, or life? Did you pass? What made it stressful?

LEARN & APPLY
Read Malachi 3:8-12; 1 Timothy 6:17-19

e Why do you think money and tithing can be such sensitive
spiritual topics?

e Which of these statements apply or have applied to you in
your life: “I can take care of myself.” “I must provide for my
family.” "I must stay in control of my life and money.” How
does generosity reframe these statements?

e A central idea from the message was: “Tithing is a test...but
not of YOUR goodness and faithfulness. It's a test of God's
goodness and faithfulness.” How is this different from the
way many people think and talk about financial giving?

e Have you ever experienced God's provision in a surprising
way after taking a step of faith? If so, what was it like?

e In | Timothy, Paul says generosity helps us “take hold of the

life that is truly life.” What do you think “true riches” or “the
rich life” looks like for you? How will you respond?

PRAY

Offer prayers of thanksgiving for God's provision in your life and
the life of our congregation. Pray for others to step into the joy
of generosity and “the life that is truly life.” Conclude with the

Lord'’s Prayer.
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