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“Partying Together”
Ezra 3:10 – 13    	             New International Version  
10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:
“He is good;
    his love toward Israel endures forever.”
And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13 No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.
Main Ideas:

1. The ____________________ of God is worth celebrating.  

2. The ____________________of God is worth sharing.

3. The ____________________ of God is worth pursuing.
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Notes on Ezra 3: 10 – 13  
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
1.What would the best party ever look like for you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is God’s goodness the key to our joy?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Name three ways God has been so good to you.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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And lheg sang respons:velg praising and glvlng H\unks to ‘lhe Lord,
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And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, :
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.

EZRA 3:11
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The Persian Empire at the Time of Ezra

c. 458 8.

During the time of Ezra the Persian Empire had reached its greatest extent, engulfing nearly the entire Near East. In 539 sc. the Persians under Cyrus the
Great defeated the Babylonians and absorbed their territory into the empire, including the lands of Israel and Judah (known as Beyond the River). The next
year Cyrus allowed the people of Judah to return home under the leadership of Zerubbabel and rebuild the temple of the Lord. Later, around 458 sc.,
another group of Judean exiles returned under Ezra’s leadership.
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