
Folks, 

Spring is in full bloom, and so are my allergies! When I walked outside
after work one day and wondered who replaced by black truck with a
green one, I decided to look up where all of this  pollen comes from and
what the purpose is. That research took me down memory lane to fourth
grade science class where we learned all about how flowers and plants
reproduce through pollination. They produce those grains that get picked
up by bees, insects, animals, and even the wind, and spread to other plants
leading to the production of seeds, fruits, and other plants. It’s a pretty
cool process, and it really got me thinking. For tons of people, especially
parents and grandparents, May is an incredibly busy month filled with
celebrations, graduations, playoffs, performance exhibitions, special
events, recognitions, and trips. Looking at the calendar can almost feel
overwhelming! You’ll be going to all sorts of new places and interacting
with all sorts of new people. But rather than looking at it as a stressful and
busy season of just “go, go, go,” what if we looked at this busy season as
an opportunity for pollination and spreading the faith? God will bring
interactions between you and people you’ve never met. God will bring you
to places you’ve never been. Maybe, just maybe, part of that purpose isn’t
just for a family vacation or a crawfish boil for your nephew’s graduation
party, but an opportunity to spread the faith through your own life and
example. The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few, so get to
spreading, friends! 
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Wright

DeniseServant ’s Heart

What ro le do you serve in ,  and
how did you get  s tar ted?

I  serve as coordinator  for  our  ushers and
greeters .  I  began in this  volunteer  posi t ion 
short ly  af ter  we jo ined with the sweet
congregat ion of  Downtown Firs t  Methodist .
I t  immediate ly  began a b lending of  servants
hearts .   In  t ransi t ion ,  Pastor  Greg provided a
framework of  how best  to inc lude everyone.  

New faces ,  new fr iends! !  Old members and new members cont inue to
volunteer  and work a long s ide those who have served for  years .  

What do you enjoy most  about
volunteer ing with our church fami ly?

I  am thankful  to Gai l  E ichler  for  ca l l ing me a l l  those months ago to
see i f  I  might  serve in this  capaci ty  and thankful  God led me to say
YES.  As our weekly c los ing hymn says :  “There ’s  a  sweet ,  sweet  spir i t
in  this  p lace and I  know that  i t ’ s  the Spir i t  of  the Lord . ”  

Who has been an inspirat ion in your
journey of  serving others?



Donnie Camp, Michael White, Richard Page, Craig Benich, Chris Quinn,
Mark Mittelman, Jim McGee, Paul Quinn, Chris Spyres, and Bill Ainsley

Wheelchair Ramp
Build



Leading the Next Generation
Get to know our new

Director of Youth Ministries: 

Max Henry

In  the summer of  2025 ,  I  had the opportuni ty  to teach music  at  a  local  h igh
school  and real ly  enjoyed being able to take part  in  the growth of  the k ids
I  was working with .  On New Year ’s  Day,  I  t raveled to a  ministry  conference
in Chattanooga ,  Tennessee ent i t led NATCON. At  this  conference ,  I  rea l ly
learned a lot  about  mysel f  and how the Lord was using me to help others
grow in their  fa i th .  When of fered this  opportuni ty,  I  couldn ’ t  hesi tate to
accept ,  knowing that  i t  was exact ly  what  I ’ve been looking for.

I ’m real ly  exci ted about  being able to pour into the youth and watch them
grow whi le  I  grow in my own spir i tua l  journey.

At  Texas A&M Univers i ty  Texarkana ,  I  am current ly  pursuing a Business
Administrat ion degree concentrated in Market ing .  I  was or ig inal ly  a
sports  management major  and changed because I  loved convers ing
with others  about  things I ’m passionate about .  I  am a lso serving as the
President   Nominee and Community Service Chair  for  the Rotaract
Club at  TAMUT.  I  am a big footbal l  fan (Go Hogs! )  and an avid gol fer.  I
a lso love playing gui tar  and hanging out  wi th my fr iends .

Tel l  us  a  l i t t le  about  yoursel f—what  are
you studying in col lege ,  and what  are
some of  your interests  or  hobbies?

What  led you to s tep into this  ro le as  Director  of
Youth Ministr ies ,  and what  exci tes  you most  about  i t?



When I  was in youth ,  one of  the main reasons I  came back every week
was because I  had a great  re lat ionship with the youth director.  I  would
love to be able to do the same for  my kiddos!  I  want  to not  only be
someone they can ask quest ions and ta lk  to ,  but  someone they see as
a f r iend.

Just  for  fun—what ’s  one thing students
might  be surpr ised to learn about  you?

One fun fact  about  me is  that  I
p layed drums a l l  throughout  middle
school ,  h igh school ,  and even one
semester  in col lege .

I  hope that  our  youth group can
gain a  sense of  ident i ty  wi thin the
community and represent  the
values of  our  church.

How has your own fa i th journey shaped
the way you want  to lead and connect
with s tudents?

What  are some of  your hopes
or goals  for  the youth group
in this  upcoming season?

Leading the Next Generation



Class of 2026

Br ice Ervin ,  grandson of  David and Kathy Moore ,  is
graduat ing with honors f rom Texas High School  as  a

graduate of  the STEM Academy.  Br ice wi l l  a lso earn an
Associate ’s  Degree f rom Texarkana Col lege on his  high
school  graduat ion day.  Br ice was a  four-year  member of
the THS Gol f  Team.  Br ice wi l l  a t tend the Univers i ty  of
Arkansas to major  in Industr ia l  Engineer ing .  He has

received the UA Univers i ty  Scholarship ,  the Arkansas
Governor ’s  Scholarship ,  and the Arkansas Chal lenge

Scholarship .

Brice Ervin

Ri ley Byrne ,  daughter  of  Brad and Megan Byrne ,  is
graduat ing f rom Pleasant  Grove High School .  She has a
4 .0 GPA and was awarded the E l i te  Academic Vol leybal l

Al l -State honor .  She was a lso se lected as a  HOBY
Ambassador .  She is  involved in var ious c lubs ,  and is  a
member of  the vars i ty  vol leybal l  and t rack teams.  Ri ley

wi l l  a t tend Louis iana State Univers i ty  to major  in Animal
Science and pursue a career  in Veter inary Medic ine .

Riley Byrne

Avery Benich ,  daughter  of  Craig and Cathy Benich ,  is
graduat ing f rom Pleasant  Grove High School .  She is  a
top 10 graduate and earned E l i te  Academic Al l ‑State

honors for  Cross Country.  She served as an of f icer  in
Keyettes ,  Nat ional  Technica l  Honor Society,  HOSA,  FCA,
and Firs t  Pr ior i ty.  She is  a lso a  member of  the vars i ty
cross country and t rack teams.  Avery wi l l  a t tend Texas

A&M Univers i ty  this  fa l l  to  pursue a degree in
Biomedica l  Sc iences on a pre ‑med track .

Avery Benich



Gavin Escami l la ,  son of  Ray and Stephanie Escami l la ,
i s  graduat ing f rom Pleasant  Grove High School .  He

is  an Eagle Scout ,  a  graduate of  the TYTL leadership
program,  a  member of  the Nat ional  Honor Society ,
and ranks in the top 25% of  his  c lass .  Gavin has

completed four  years  of  Spanish and is  a  four ‑year
member of  the PG Vars i ty  Gol f  Team.  He is  a lso
earning his  associate ’s  degree f rom Texarkana

Col lege .  Gavin wi l l  a t tend the Univers i ty  of
Arkansas this  fa l l  to  pursue a degree in Account ing .  

Hayden Henry,  daughter  of  Mel inda and Er ic  Henry,  is
graduat ing f rom Texas High School .  She graduated in

the top 10 of  her  graduat ing c lass .  She is  the Edi tor  in
Chief  of  the THS Yearbook ,  the Community Events

Chair  for  s tudent  counci l ,  a  member of  both the Mu
Alpha Theta and Nat ional  Honor societ ies ,  and a four-

year  member of  the vars i ty  tennis  team.  She wi l l  a t tend
the Univers i ty  of  Texas at  Aust in this  fa l l  in  pursui t  of

a  degree in communicat ions and Leadership

Gavin Escamilla

Hayden Henry

El izabeth Sharp ,  daughter  of  Corey and Jess ica Sharp ,  is
graduat ing f rom Texas High School .  E l izabeth is  a

member of  the Texarkana Youth Symphony Orchestra
serving as the Concert  Master  for  the 2025-26 concert

season ,  is  a  member of  Science c lub ,  Art  Club ,  Nat ional
Honor Society,  Mu Alpha Theta Mathemat ics  Honor

Society,  Tr i  -  M Music  Scholars  Honor Society,  and ran
vars i ty  cross country and t rack .  She wi l l  a t tend Texas

State Univers i ty  in the fa l l  and intends to major  in
Studio Art  and Art  Educat ion.

Lizzie Sharp

Class of 2026



We have 2  chi ldren ,  Chr is  is  48 and just  got

marr ied on Feb.  5 th .  to  Jenny Mart indale .

Al l ison is  44  and she is  marr ied to Johnathan

Hol l iman.  They wi l l  ce lebrate their  20th

anniversary on Apri l  29th .  We have 3

grandchi ldren ,  Morgan 18 ,  who is  a  Freshman at

SAU ,  Mason 9 ,  and Madelyn 8 .  We love taking

tr ips wi th the grands and showing them some

history whi le  having fun.  We a lso l ike to go to

estate sa les on Fr idays ,  that  is  our  t ime.

Member Spotlight
 Tel l  us a l i tt le about your family—
who's who, and what are some of
your favorite things to do
together?

We met at  the Col lege Bowl ,  that  was a

popular  hang out  back in the day.  We

were marr ied at  Wi l l iams Memoria l

Church when i t  was located on Reading

Avenue ,  and we have been marr ied 48

years .  We have spent  many

anniversar ies  in Memphis v is i t ing

Graceland because E lv is  passed a week

before we got  marr ied and we are both

big E lv is  fans .

How long have you guys been married,  and
how did you meet?

Meet the Roberts!



My ( Janis )  favor i te  verse is  Psa lm 46 : 10

"Be st i l l  and know that  I  am God" .  I  know

that  whatever  I 'm fac ing ,  I  just  need to

stop ,  take a  breath and know that  God is

in control .  K ip 's  favor i te  verse in John

3 : 16 .  That  says i t  a l l ,  that  God gave his

son for  us ,  that  we may have eternal  l i fe .  

Do you have a favorite
bible verse to share?

I f  we had a church potluck,  what dish are
you guys bringing, and who's cooking?

For a  pot luck ,  I  ( Janis )  would do the cooking

and I  would probably br ing banana pudding

and corn casserole .  

What are some of your favorite ways to
get involved at our church?

We love working at  Mary 's  Closet .  When we jo ined Firs t  Methodist  Church ,  and I

saw the s ign on the s ide of  the bui ld ing ,  I  knew I  had found the r ight  p lace to be .

Kip s tar ted coming with me and now he dr ives the van to do pick ups and get  the

donat ions f rom the Summerhi l l  locat ion.  We a lso part ic ipate wi th the Fa l l  Fest iva l

and the Easter  egg hunt .  Kip serves on the Miss ions Committee .

Member Spotlight



Celebrations
MAY BIRTHDAYS

1     Jackie Rehkopf

2   Terry Dickeson

     Chr is  Quinn

     Kathy Moore

5   Randy Sarret t

     L inda Stanley

     R i ley Byrne

6   Greg Morgan

9   Bruce Hornbuckle

11   Ashley Car low

12  Mel issa Steed

     Er ic  Casias

13   Megan Byrne

16  Brad Car low

     Er ic  Cain

18  Brynleigh Marracino

19  Steve Ledwel l

22   Tor in Marracino

     Mi l ls  Gr i f f in

24  Kel ly  Mitchel l

27   Grady Muel ler

29  Wi l l iam Wright







Youth
PRAISE NIGHT

May 3 r d

6:00 p .m.

Upcoming Events

First Family
FUN DAY

May 17th

4 :30-6 :30 p .m.

New Member
LUNCHEON

May 3  r d

1 1 :45  AM

Senior
SUNDAY

May 10 t h

10 :30 a .m.  Service 
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