Jesus Denied: Luke 22:31-62
1. Read Luke 22:31-62. How does reading this passage leave you feeling?
Right expectations   	v 31-38
2. Why do you think God allowed Peter to be “sifted”? 

3. What does Jesus say will change between the previous mission of the disciples, and what is about to come? Why?  

4. Jesus speaks about the need for a sword (v 36).  Do you think Jesus means this to be taken literally? Why or why not? What do you think Jesus is saying to them?


The Arrest of Jesus 	v 39-53
5. What do we learn from verses 39-46 about Jesus as he faces his death? How does Jesus contrast with the disciples? 

6. What temptation do you think Jesus had in mind when he urged the disciples to pray? 

7. Why were the disciples sleeping? When he found them sleeping, do you think Jesus was frustrated, concerned for them, angry or something else?   

8. Even though he had been with Jesus throughout his public ministry, Judas betrayed Jesus. What might we learn from this? 


Peter denies Jesus 	v 54-62
10. When Jesus looked at Peter as the cock crowed. What would Peter have seen from that look?  Why did he weep? 


11. Standing back from the passage as whole
	a. What different factors and forces led to Jesus being arrested?

	b. What do we learn here about our human nature?

	c. What do we learn about Jesus?

12. Despite being denied, betrayed and arrested what evidence here is there that this was the plan of God?

13. How does this passage help us to have certainty (or confidence) about Jesus (see Luke 1:1-4)?

Jesus on Trial:  LUKE 22:63-23:12
1. Read Luke 22:63-23:12. What are your initial impressions and reactions to this passage?

Mockery  - Verses 63-65
2. After his arrest, Jesus was subjected to mockery, insult and even assault at the hands of his guards. He did not retaliate or verbally respond to their goading. Why would he not speak up? Why do you think he seems so meek and accepting of the situation?


3. How do people today still mock Jesus?  How should we respond when we are mocked for being Christians? (see also 1 Peter 2:21-25 & 4:12-19)



The Trials of Jesus - 22:66-23:12 (Before the Sanhedrin, then Pilate, then Herod)
4. The first trial before the Sanhedrin (Jewish council) was held at daybreak. Why the great rush? What offence was he accused of?


5. Before the Sanhedrin, under questioning Jesus only responds twice (v 69 & 70). What do his answers imply? (see also Daniel 7:13-14). Did Jesus condemn himself with his responses?



6.  What three charges against Jesus did the Sanhedrin lay before Pilate (The Roman ruler)? Why would they omit blasphemy?



7. At this stage do you think Pilate was perturbed, interested or even impressed by the charges brought against Jesus? Why did he send Jesus to Herod?


8. What was Herod’s initial response when Jesus was brought before him? How and why did his attitude change?


9. From what Luke has recorded do you think that Jesus was given a fair trial? Why or why not? 


10. From the evidence presented, was Jesus innocent or guilty as charged? 


11. What impression of Jesus does a more careful study of this passage yield? What indications are there here that this was all part of God’s plan?  How does this help us to have certainty (Luke 1:1-4) about Jesus as Lord and saviour?



12. What could you pray in response to reading this passage?
Jesus Instead of Us:  Luke 23: 13-25
Read the passage: - What are your initial thoughts and reactions to the passage
Final trial Before Pilate  
1. What’s your overall impression of Pontius Pilate? How would you describe his character?

2. After publicly examining Jesus (verse 14) Pilate knew there was no basis for the charges brought against Jesus. He knew the Jewish Leaders were overreacting and probably had a hidden agenda.                                                                                                                                    Do you think he was genuinely perplexed by their motives and demands? Why or why not?

3. Pilate’s judicial position and authority required him to deliver justice. However, he did not, he buckled under pressure. Why do you think he gave into the Jewish leaders demands?

4.  What do we learn here from Pilate about human nature? 

5. Why do you think the Jewish Leaders were so adamant and demanding that Jesus be crucified?


6. Luke does not indicate that Jesus responded in any way when Pilate handed down his ruling and when he heard the reaction of his accusers. What if anything can you draw from this in regards to God’s plan of salvation? See Isaiah 53:7

7. Pilate for his own self-serving reasons did not uphold justice. He did not enforce the law or stand up for Jesus an innocent man. What about us - do we always stand for Jesus when those around us bring his name into disrepute? How do we or should we as Christians manage such situations when they arise? 


Jesus instead of Barabbas 
8. Why Barabbas?  What does the passage tell the reader about this man?


9.  What do you think is the point Luke wants to drive home to his readers?

Jesus instead of us
10. How does Barabbas being set free illustrate the meaning of Jesus’s death? (1 Peter 3:18)

11. What do you think is the key point for us in this passage? Does it affect your personal relationship with Jesus? Have your initial reactions changed at all? 


12. How can we pray in response to this part of Luke’s gospel?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus Crucified: Luke 23:26-56 
1. Read the passage. What are your initial reactions and thoughts? Do you have any questions or comments you would like to share?
Daughters of Jerusalem verses 27-31
2. In your own words. What is Jesus referring to? What is his dire warning to the women of Jerusalem? How could they have responded?

3. Even in his distress and agony, Jesus demonstrated no self-pity. Rather he is focused on those around him. What does that tell you, about the depth of his love and compassion for those he was about to die for?

4. What do make of the “proverb like” statement from Jesus found in verse 31.

5. The execution proceeds. What does Jesus pray? Who is he praying for?


6. What is the response of the gathered rulers, the soldiers and the criminal? What irony do their words contain? 

7. A request is made of Jesus in v 42. What do think prompted this request?

8. Jesus responds to the request with a promise. How could he make that promise?                                                    

9. Does that promise give you confidence and reassurance? In what way? 

10. What kind of cry do you think Jesus made in verse 46? 

11. What is your understanding of the torn temple curtain? What did it symbolise? What is its significance for us as Christians? How does that make you feel?

12.  What do you make of the reaction of the Roman Centurion to the crucifixion and death of Jesus?
Why do you think he reacted the way he did?


13. The death of Jesus had a profound effect on his gathered friends and supporters. Their grief is obvious as they quickly do for Jesus what had to be done before the sabbath. When we read about the death of Jesus what is that you feel? 

14. How can you pray in response to this passage?


Jesus is Risen: Luke 24:1-35
1. Jesus was crucified. He had died and was buried. How would his disciples, friends and followers have been feeling prior to Sunday morning? 

2. Read the passage. The women found an open and empty tomb. Could they have mistaken the location of the tomb? Why not? See Luke 23:55 and 24:4. Why is this an important detail?

3. The angels asked the women “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?”  What did this communicate to the women? What did the angels want the women to remember?  


4. Why was it necessary that the things described in verses 7 & 26 “must” happen? 

5. The women were the first witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus. Why do you think that, at first, they were not believed? From this passage who were the other early witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus? Were they reliable witnesses?  How does reading the accounts of these witnesses reinforce your Christian faith?


6. Why didn’t the travellers on the road to Emmaus recognise Jesus? Why do you think Jesus didn’t reveal himself from the start?

7. How did realizing that Jesus was alive make a difference to the two men? What changed for them?   

8. People today even when presented with the testimony of both the Old Testament Scriptures and human witnesses don’t or won’t recognise who Jesus is? Why do you think this is? What should be our response and responsibility?

9. (If time permits) The resurrection of Jesus is essential/central to the Christian faith. Why? (1 Corinthians 15:12-28). How confident do you feel about the historical physical resurrection of Jesus, and therefore about your own future resurrection?


10. “We remember the crucifixion death and burial of Jesus but we rejoice at the resurrection of Jesus.” Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 



11. What would be good to pray in response to this gospel passage?

Luke: 24:36-53:  The Final Chapter
1. Read Luke 1:1-4.  What was Luke’s purpose in writing his Gospel?  As we come to the final chapter. Do you think he achieved his purpose?  Why or why not? On what do you base your opinion upon?

2. Read Luke 24:36-53 together.  Jesus showed himself physically to his disciples. Verse 41 “But while they still were amazed and in disbelief because of their joy, he asked them “Do you have anything here to eat?”. What do you make of the mixed emotions and reaction of the disciples? How does Jesus’ compassion and love for them shine through?


3. Even with the eye witness accounts of the resurrected Jesus recorded in the gospels. Doubt at the bodily resurrection of Jesus is still prevalent today. Why do you think people find the resurrection a stumbling block?


4. Jesus spent 40 days (Acts 1:2) with his disciples after his resurrection and before his ascension. During that time, Luke records, he Jesus opened their minds (Verse 45). In your own words, to what did Jesus open their minds?   


5. Jesus said that God’s plan for our present age is that “repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in his name”. Can you define repentance? Is forgiveness available apart from repentance?  



6. What did the disciples need to understand? What was now expected of them? 


7. Jesus said to his disciples” I am sending you what my father promised”. Who is Jesus talking about? Why was this so vitally important? (Acts 1:4-7)


8. All Christians have the gift of the Holy Spirit. What is your understanding of the modern-day Christian’s role in proclaiming Jesus’ name to all the nations?
 


9. After studying Luke’s accounts of the, arrest, trial, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, in way do you now have a greater understanding of these pivotal events in God’s plan. What is your understanding? What effect does that understanding have on your personal relationship with Jesus and your witness to Him? How can you pray in response to your answers? Pray together.

