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Thank you for your interest in the Christian Faith and Oregon City Christian Church! This OC Connect information packet is designed to help you understand what the Christian faith is all about, and how Oregon City Christian can help you experience a full life in Christ. 

Information Outline: 

 I.	Our Statement of Beliefs. 
II.	About the Church
III.	Our Vision – Mission – Core Values
IV.	The Oregon City Christian Strategy 
V. 	How We Organize to Get Things Done
VI.	Responsibilities of Membership  
VII.	How to Become a Church Member 

I. Our Statement of Beliefs: 

Oregon City Christian bases its beliefs on the Bible. Here’s what we believe:
 
ABOUT GOD: 

1. God is 0ne.  One in essence, yet existing as three distinct Persons -   TRINITY.                             Each person being fully and completely God. 

2. God is the creator and   RULER   of the universe. He is all- powerful, all-knowing, and present everywhere. He has eternally existed in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God, yet distinct in their roles. 

3. As one, God is constantly operating throughout history to fulfill His perfect purposes. 

Genesis 1:1, 26, & 27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1-5; 
1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST: 

1. We believe in the absolute   DEITY   of Jesus Christ, and in his full   HUMANITY.       Born of a virgin, died for our sins, risen bodily from the dead, he will return personally and visibly in power and glory.

2. Jesus is the   VISIBLE   image of the invisible God. Jesus, the Messiah or Christ, 
Is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father, fully God and also fully human. 

3. Jesus lived a   SINLESS   human life, and, by the will of the Father, gave himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross. 

4. Jesus   PHYSICALLY   rose from the dead after three days to demonstrate his power     and authority over sin, death, and Satan. 
5. He is the only   MEDIATOR   between God and Man. There is no other name by which we must be saved.     Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”   John 14:6

6. After his resurrection, Jesus ascended to Heaven’s glory, and one day he will      return personally and visibly, in power and glory.   

Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 4:14; 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; Colossians 1:15; 
1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13


ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT: 

1. We believe in the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who   INDWELLS   God’s people and       empowers them to live for Jesus Christ. 

2. The Holy Spirit is   CO-EQUAL   with the Father and the Son. He is “the other     comforter” who dwells in the hearts of believers, convincing them of the truth of Jesus’ teaching and helping them to do what is right in the eyes of God. Conviction of sin, faith in Christ, new birth, and Christian growth are all the work of the Holy Spirit. 

3. The Holy Spirit’s presence is the EVIDENCE of our relationship with God, and the source of Christian unity.  

“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.” Roman 8:16

2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13; 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; Ephesians 1:13; 5:18;
1 Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; Galatians 5:25


ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS:

1. We believe in the BIBLICAL creation of man. 

2. People are made in and bear the image of God.  Latin – Imago Dei

3. People are the supreme object of God's creation. 

4. God created man as a relational being.

5. Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an     attitude and practice of disobedience toward God called  SIN.  
     Sin separates people      from God and ultimately leads to eternal death. 

Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2
Genesis 9:6;   1 Corinthians 11:7;   James 3:9



ABOUT THE BIBLE: 

1. We believe the Bible to be wholly and completely the   WORD   of God. 

2. The Bible is God's word to us. It was written by human authors, under the SUPERNATURAL   guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

3. The Bible is the supreme source of truth and authority for Christian beliefs and      guidance. Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without doctrinal error. 
2 Timothy 1:13, 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:20,21; Psalm 119:105, 160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

4. OCC considers herself to be conservative in theology (to conserve the accuracy of the scriptures) and places a great emphasis upon the divine inspiration of the Scriptures. 

5. Where the Bible speaks, we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are silent.

6.  Here at OCC we use the New International Version in corporate worship and   
     teaching because it is accurate and easy to read. There are other great translations we
     also recommend: ESV, NASV, and the NASB, New King James and others.    
     We encourage you to bring and use any Bible version you like. 


ABOUT SALVATION: 

We believe in salvation through Jesus Christ   ALONE. 

Salvation Truths – How to Become a Christian

1. ALL of mankind is separated from God by SIN and in need of salvation.

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one.   Romans 3:10
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.    Romans 3:23 
For the wages of sin is death.    Romans 6:23

Because we are all sinners, we all need forgiveness.  CONFESS   your sin, 
ADMIT   your need and  REPENT . 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1: 9, 
Matthew 4:17, Acts 4:15, Matthew 3:8, Acts 26: 20    

2. Since MAN is the instigator of sin, man CANNOT save himself

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end, it leads to death.  Proverbs 14:12 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is a gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  
Ephesians 2:8,9

3. Christ is the   PAYMENT   for our sin 

Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins (only God could pay a God sized debt), On the third day Jesus rose from the dead, proving His power over sin and death. Christ’s resurrection stands as a promise and seal of eternal life for those who believe. 

By this gospel you are saved . . . that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures…  1 Corinthians 15:2-4

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   2 Corinthians 5:21 

God sent Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy His anger against us. We can have a right relationship with God when we believe that Jesus died for our sins, and was raised from the dead, having sacrificed his life for ours.   

4. TRUST   and   BELIEVE   in Christ as your Savior. 

Salvation is God’s free gift to us, but we must accept it. We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ, the payment for our sin and God’s offer of forgiveness, can anyone be saved. When we turn from our self-ruled life and put our faith in Jesus, we are saved. Eternal life, as a child of God, begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into their life by faith. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16

John 14:6; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26;  
Romans 5:1; Romans 3:25

5. SUBMIT   yourself to Christ’s Lordship. 

But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God.  John 1:12-13

Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.   Philippians 2:9-11

When we accept Jesus as our Savior, it involves a recognition of His Lordship.  For the Savior who saved us when we received Him by faith is the Lord Jesus Christ.  We cannot and do not receive Him as Savior only, we receive Him as Lord and Savior.

	1 Timothy 6: 12-16;   Revelation 17:14,  19:16
In Christ we are reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan - this rebirth comes from God. When you commit your life to Christ you are inviting Him to be the Leader and Forgiver of your life. This gives us a spiritual rebirth ... salvation.
 
Here is a sample prayer of commitment: “Dear God, I admit my need for forgiveness. My sin has separated us, and I want a new start with You. So, I accept the sacrifice Jesus made for me on the Cross and I turn from my own way of life to following Jesus as my 
Savior and Lord. I commit my life to Christ and thank You for saving me. Amen.” 


ABOUT BAPTISM: 

After becoming a Christian your “next step” is to be baptized. Why?

1. To follow the example set by Christ.       “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”   Mark 1:9

2. Because Christ   COMMANDED  it.         “Therefore go and make disciples of all     nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
 I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”   Matthew 28:19-20

3. It is   EVIDENCE   of my belief.   “Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire     household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.”   Acts 18:8

4. It represents Christ’s burial and resurrection.     Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore     buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”    Romans 6:3-4

5. It DEMONSTRATES my new life as a Christian.   Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,     they are a new creation: The old has gone, the new is here!”    2 Corinthians 5:17

6.   Baptism is the first step of   OBEDIENCE   to what Jesus the Lord of our life  
      commanded.

7.   A person needs to be mature enough to understand the reason for repentance and 
      baptism.    Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
     Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
     Spirit.    Acts 2: 38-41
    

  At Oregon City Christian we baptize by immersion (getting dunked completely under water)
  because: 

1. Jesus was baptized that way.         “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up
out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God     descending like a dove and alighting on him.”    Matthew 3:16

2. Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion.   
“And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 8:38-39

3. The word “baptize” “baptizo” means to “dip under water.”

4. It best symbolizes a burial and resurrection. Romans 6:1-6

At Oregon City Christian, baptism by immersion is a requirement for membership. 

ABOUT ETERNITY: 

1. We believe that people were created to exist   ETERNALLY. 

2. We will either exist eternally   SEPARATED   from God by sin, or eternally with God    through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is Hell. To be     eternally in union with Him is eternal life. 

3. Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence. 
John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9
 
II. About the Church: 

1. The church is a   FAMILY.

... You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,     Ephesians 2:19 

2. As believers we are to be bound together into one  BODY  under Christ. 

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”     Romans 12: 4-5    Ephesians 4:15-16,25 

3. OCC has roots in Christian Churches/Churches of Christ, which began in the early    1800s in frontier America – Restoration Movement. These fellowships considered       themselves Christians only, with no denominational allegiance. 

Oregon City Christian began as the Oregon City Church of Christ (Christian) in 1927.

This brotherhood of churches shared the belief that:

· All Christians should be one in Christ. 

· We are not a denomination, but a movement that seeks unity among all Christians based on the essentials of our salvation and faith.
· We have no creed but Christ and the Bible. 
4. Three defining statements for Christian Churches

· In essential beliefs – Unity     Ephesians 4:4-6

· In non-essentials –   Liberty   Romans 14:1

· In all things –            Love      1 Corinthians 13:2   16:14

5. Any distinctive of OCC, such as baptism by immersion and weekly partaking of the     Lord's Supper comes from doctrines of the Scriptures. 

Communion:
We observe the Lord’s Supper every week – The practice of the New Testament Christians is clear that whenever the believers came together for worship on the first day of the week, they had communion.     
Acts 2:42,46       Acts 20:7    	1 Corinthians 11:20-29



III. Our Vision – Mission – Core Values: 


OUR VISION:

We will love our community and reach the world for Jesus Christ, one person at a time.
		Acts 1:8;    Luke 19:10;    John 13: 34-35


OUR MISSION:

We will make disciples of Jesus Christ through intentional relationships.
		Matthew 4:19;    Matthew 28:18-20


OUR CORE VALUES:

1. Biblical Teaching 		 Deuteronomy 6:7;  Romans 10:17

2. Local and Global Missions  Matthew 28:19-21

3. [bookmark: _Hlk115941177]Serving God and Others  	Joshua 24:15;  Matthew 20:28;  Ephesians 4: 11-13 					Psalm 2:11

4. Worship and Prayer		Psalm,29:2;  1 Thessalonians 5:17; John 4:23; 
					Colossians 4:2

     5.   Authentic Community	Acts 2:42; Romans 12:2; Romans 12:9;  
					1 Corinthians 13:4-8	


Biblical Teaching:
The content of our preaching and teaching is from the   BIBLE. 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Local and Global Missions:  
Our objective is to love God and   MAKE  DISCIPLES. 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  Matthew 4:19

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Serving God and Others:  
Empowered service.  We share the ministry of our church with every member willing to serve.  We believe every Christian receives a spiritual gift(s) to be used in   SERVING  the local church family. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

Worship and Prayer:
Dynamic worship.  Our corporate worship is full of life!  We open our hearts to worship that proclaims biblical truth, and shares the   JOY   that is life in Christ.

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Psalms 100:1-2 

Pray without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 5:17

Authentic Community:
RELATIONSHIPS WHICH ARE REAL
We emphasize our association with each other and reaching beyond to our community.

Let us outdo each other in being helpful and kind to each other and in doing good.   Hebrews 10:24 

FAMILY & MARRIAGE 
One of our driving priorities is to strengthen marriages and families in biblical truth and relationships. 
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”   Mark 9:37 



SMALL GROUPS 
Each person is encouraged to become part of a small group for getting closer spiritually and GROWING   as disciples of Jesus. “They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts..” Acts 2:46 

GRACE CENTERED 
We recognize that we are all sinners saved by grace. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:8-10 

TRANSFORMATIONAL
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation: The old has gone, the new is here!”    2 Corinthians 5:17

To connect real life with all of its joy and sadness, successes and failures; with real faith, recognizing that God’s grace and love for us through Jesus gives us meaning and a purpose, in order to have a changed life in Jesus Christ.
 
Transformation through   COMMUNITY. 

Spiritual and life transformation happens when people are: 

1. ACCEPTED - acceptance means that we welcome and appreciate all people where they are at, and are intentional about their need for growth.  Acceptance is not an affirmation of sin, but a recognition that we all fall short and need grace, truth, and accountability through Christ. 

2. Exposed to biblical love and truth - teaching, worship, and relationships that express a real Christ, a real biblical truth and worldview, and real-life application.

3. Encouraged to build authentic discipleship relationships - this is best accomplished     through small groups, discipleship partners, and ministry involvement and seeks to provide environments for encouragement, accountability, counsel, and learning. 

4. Released to make disciples who will make disciples of Jesus Christ. 












IV. The Oregon City Christian Strategy: 

An early leader in the church was the Apostle Paul. He went from place to place spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to others. He shares his motivation and strategy in dealing with people: “I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ. I do all this to spread the Good News, and in doing so I enjoy its blessings.”   
1 Corinthians 9:22-23

Paul was eager to explain the message of salvation in ways others could easily understand. He went out of his way to find common ground with people. Being intentional, relational and relevant.  Paul made sure his message to people connected with their daily life. 

At Oregon City Christian, we believe it is our responsibility to engage our community, invite them into fellowship and faith, help them grow in their relationship with Christ, equip them for ministry, and release them to engage their community. 

For our strategy to be effective OCC must adhere to the following values: 

Community: 
· Maintain a culture of welcoming and invitation to go deeper in relationship. 
· Encourage all members and regular attenders to participate in a small group. 
· Encourage service as a means of creating and maintaining community.

Relevance: 
· Connect God’s truth with life experiences.
· Applicable, challenging, understandable teaching and preaching. 
· Focus on family, friends, work, and play. 

Authenticity:
· Casual and comfortable atmosphere.
· Honest approach to discovering faith. No manipulation, false-guilt, or hyper- emotion. 
· No pretense or “putting on,” just be yourself. We like to say, “come as you are, just         don’t stay that way!”

Discipleship: 
· Provide an environment where individuals can grow as disciples of Christ.
· Give tools and opportunities to help people grow. 
· Make disciples who will make disciples.

Reaching the Lost:
· We expect all of our people to be intentional about growing personal relationships with not yet believers in our community. 
· We expect all of our people to be intentional about learning how to communicate Christ to our community and culture with grace and love. 









V.  How We Organize to Get Things Done: 

Every church has some kind of structure and way they get things done. Oregon City Christian has a structure and organization as well. 
“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the other churches. But be sure that everything is done properly and in order.”   1 Corinthians 14:33, 40

Culture, business practices, or even denominational traditions should not determine the structure of the church. The nature of the Church determines its structure. 

First and foremost, the church is the bride of Christ and exists to serve Him and display His glory to the world. As believers bind together in unity of faith and mission they grow in love and Christ likeness, as well as display the redemptive work of Christ to the world. 

We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. Romans 12. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. 

We function on the basis of   SPIRITUAL GIFTS,   not elected offices. At Oregon City Christian, the people who have received a demonstrated passion and gifting for a certain ministry are given the leadership for that ministry. Those who are actually doing the work are empowered to make the decisions. 

We believe every Christian is a servant of Jesus and should be actively involved in SERVING   in a ministry through the local church. If God gives you a great idea for a ministry here at OCC, we will encourage and equip you to be the initiator and leader of that ministry. 

One of Jesus’ favorite descriptions of the Church was that of a flock (See: John 10:1-30; Matthew 26:31; Matthew 25:33) therefore it is cared for and led by a shepherd. 

“To the elders among you...Be shepherds of God’s flock... serving as overseers...”          Peter 5:1-2

Oregon City Christian is   ELDER   led.  The Lead Pastor is the head elder in the church and works in partnership with the board of elders. Together the elders seek to disciple the members equipping them for ministry and service through teaching and providing ministry opportunities. The pastor gives general oversight concerning the vision and direction of the church while individual ministry leaders direct the details of their ministry. 

OCC is willing and open to work with any church in our community or world as Christ leads us and as long as we are in agreement concerning the essentials of the faith. 



VI. Responsibilities of Membership: 

1. ATTEND 
“and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
”Hebrews 10:24-25 

2. Get CONNECTED   We believe in community, intentional relationships, and discipling which occur through small groups. We encourage all members to be active participants in, or leaders of a small group. 

3. SERVE  1 Corinthians 12:12-26 encourages us that we are all part of the body and that to function as a body, everyone must serve. Service is also a source of joy, refreshment, and growth for the believer. We ask that all members be actively serving somewhere in the body of Christ. 

4. SHARE CHRIST   Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have command you.  Matthew 28:19-20    Act 1:8

It is the responsibility of each believer to actively share their faith and disciple those who do not yet know Jesus. We ask our members to create relationships of invitation with those in their life circles who do not know Jesus Christ, and to share the hope of Christ with others. 

5. GIVE   Giving has two main functions.  First, it helps us prioritize our lives and trust in Jesus’ provision. Second, it helps the body of Christ accomplish ministry. OCC would not exist if it were not for the faithful giving of its membership. We ask our members to give consistently to the ministry of OCC as a way of growing in personal faith, and growing the Kingdom of God.  We encourage the practice of Biblical tithing. 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 

6. Maintain UNITY   Unity is essential to ministry.  We ask all of our members to be committed toward unity of our vision and mission under the leadership of the elders, pastors and staff.  This means we deal with conflict biblically.
Matthew 18:15-17.   1 Corinthians 1:10

. 



VII.  How to Become a Member of Oregon City Christian Church: 

1. Understand the meaning of membership. 

The difference between “attenders” and “members” can be summed up in one word:      Commitment. 

Being a member at Oregon City Christian says “I’m on the team and ready to go!” 

2. Understand what is expected of me as a member. 

At Oregon City Christian, we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We only expect our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership Agreement.

3. Are you qualified to be a member?


Requirements for Membership at Oregon City Christian:

· Having become a Christian by inviting Jesus to be the Lord and Savior of your life.

· Having been baptized, by immersion, after you became a Christian (or agree to be        baptized through Oregon City Christian). 

· Agree with the general beliefs, purpose, and strategy of Oregon City Christian. 

· Sign the member’s agreement. 

Membership at Oregon City Christian is open to anyone who meets all four of these requirements. There is no vote or other process to go through. While membership in a local church is a key tool God uses to mature us, church membership is not required to be a Christian or for salvation. 

Please Note: Only members of the church may vote on the church budget, amend the Constitution and By-laws or make decisions regarding the purchase of land or buildings.  Only members can serve as an elder, trustee, or ministry leader. 
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