Sermon Outline Notes                                  	           April 12,2026 
Prepare the Way   Matthew 3:1-6

Main Truth:  As Christians, our lives point to Christ and not ourselves.

John the Baptist
Matthew 3:1
John the Baptist is one of the central characters in the story of Jesus.  He is the prelude to the coming of Jesus and points people to Jesus’ ministry and the Kingdom of God.  He is the one who prepares others for the True King 

Matthew 11:11
Jesus tells us that John the Baptist is a great man, yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  Looking at the life, ministry and message of John, we need to keep in mind who it all points to.

Matthew 3:2 “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, ”Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

‘Repent’ is the heart of the message.  Repent means admitting fault, recognizing mistakes, accepting grace and making a change. 

Repentance is an action word.  It is about changing direction and not sitting in sorrow. 
Repent means for me to turn from my sins and reorient my life towards God.

Repent is the FIRST WORD of the gospel message:
· Matthew 3:2   John the Baptist’s gospel 
· Matthew 4:17   Mark 1:14-15    Jesus’ gospel
· Mark 6:12   the preaching ministry of the 12 disciples
· Luke 24:46-47  the preaching instructions Jesus gave to His disciples after His resurrection
· Acts 2:38   Peter’s exhortation in the first Christian sermon

We so often like the ideas of accepting Jesus as the Word, as our Savior, but miss out on what the Word of God is saying to us.  We are not meant to stay in our sin.  To enter into the kingdom, we must turn from darkness, our sins, and submit to Jesus as Lord.

John the Baptist did baptize, but his first direct message was to turn from sin because “the kingdom of heaven is near.”  Jesus has come and the King is on His way.  John was proclaiming and preparing the Way for Jesus.

Matthew 3:3-4   John was the forerunner of Jesus and his ministry fulfilled the prophecy found in Isaiah.

Isaiah 40:3-5   A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  

John’s role was to prepare the people for the Messiah who has come.   
Humanity needed to have their hearts prepared for the Messiah and an awareness of sin.  
Israel was not prepared for the type of Messiah Jesus would be.  They needed to turn their hearts to Him.

John’s message is what mattered:  sin will be dealt with, repent and turn to God.  

Matthew 5:5   John spoke what God said, told the people to repent, and the people responded.  The people were “Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River”.  vs6

Sinners confessed their sin and responded to John’s message by being baptized.  They repented from their sin and turned to God instead of whatever they had believed.  All of this because John spoke the truth, baptized the people, and he POINTED THEM TO GOD.

Our main point:  As Christians, our lives must point to Christ and not to ourselves.

John the Baptist is a central person in the story of salvation, but never claims to be THE central person.
We may be the central person in the story of salvation for someone else, but we should never claim to be the central person in that person’s salvation.  Only Jesus can!

Matthew 3:11   “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.”  

John 1:19-20, 29-30, 35-36    John prepared the way for the Way.

John had a purpose to point people to the True Messiah.  He knew the Savior and wanted everybody to know Him.  It is not about ourselves but instead our pointing to the one who saves us.


Main Truth:  As Christians, our lives point to Christ and not ourselves.
  
Application:   
· Repent of you sin (the Kingdom is at hand)
· Point to Christ
Small Group Discussion Questions
Prepare the Way                                  Matthew 3:1-6

1.  What is the weirdest food you have eaten?

Matthew 3:4  
2.  Why was John’s clothing and diet important?  

Matthew 3:1
3.   Discuss the significance of John the Baptist being in the wilderness and why preach there?  
      Who would be listening to him there?  

Matthew 3:2
4.  What was the core teaching of John’s message?

5.  What does repent mean?  Why should they repent?

6.  How does John the Baptist's message of repentance apply to today's world?  How can we practically
     express repentance in our daily lives?

7.  What is the significance of the phrase the “kingdom of heaven is at hand?”  Why would that
      message have surprised the Jewish people he was talking to?

8.  How does the concept of the "kingdom of heaven" being "at hand" influence your actions, choices,
     and mindset?

Matthew 3:3   Isaiah 40:3-5
9.  How does John the Baptist embody the prophecy from Isaiah?  What does this say about the 
     continuity and reliability of God's word?

10.  In what ways can you prepare the way for the Lord in your own 'wilderness' as John the Baptist
       did?

Matthew 3:5-6
11.  How did people respond to John the Baptist?  What did they do?

12.  What was John doing in the Jordan River?  What did “John’s baptism” signify?

Matthew 3:11    John 1:19-20  29-30  35-36   
13.  What is the significance of these verses?

14.  Discuss what the phrase “it’s not about being somebody, but instead pointing to the somebody 
       who saves us” means to you.  How can you apply this in your daily life?  In what ways do we or 
       can we mess it up?
Personal Study Guide
Repent 

​Bible Verses About Repentance and Forgiveness.  What does each verse personally mean to you?  What actions is the Holy Spirit calling you to take regarding repentance and forgiveness in your life?

2 Chronicles 7:14 

Proverbs 28:13 

2 Peter 3:9 

1 John 1:8-9 

Acts 3:18-19 

Mark 1:15 

Luke 15:7 

Romans 2:4 

Acts 2:38 

Matthew 4:17 

Psalm 38:18

Luke 5:31-32

Acts 8:22

Acts 17:30

Luke 13:3

Ezekiel 36:26-27

James 4:8

Acts 5:31
