Small Group Discussion Questions
He is Not Here: He Has Risen          Matthew 28:1-10
1.  What is something you fear or do not care to touch?  Spiders………
2.  What do you think the feelings and emotions of Jesus’ followers might have been after having watched Him being beaten, killed, and buried?  
3.  If you were accompanying Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to look into the tomb, what thoughts would be going through your mind as you approached the empty tomb?
4.  Describe the experience of the two Mary’s when they arrived at the tomb, including the earthquake, the angel’s appearance, and the guards’ reaction. 
5.  What specific instructions did angel give the women and why is the order in which they were given of importance to you?  How do these messages apply to your current life and call to serve Jesus?
6.  What was the women’s response as they left the tomb?  How can you as a Christian experience these seemingly contradictory emotions simultaneously?
7.  How does this passage encourage you to engage in active evangelism?  What are ways you can apply this in your daily life?   
8.  As the women ran to tell the disciples, Jesus met them.  How did they respond when they saw the resurrected Jesus?  How do you think you would have responded and what does this tell you about worship?  
9.  What does this encounter reveal about Jesus’ character and His willingness to restore and use unlikely people?
10.  Jesus directed the women to tell His "brothers" (the disciples) to meet Him in Galilee. What does this interaction suggest about the value and role of women in the community of faith?
11.  What are some specific things you tend to fear, and how does the reality of Jesus’ resurrection help you confront those fears, such as the fear of death or loss?
12.  Have your small group identify and share someone in each of their lives that they can run to and tell about the resurrected Jesus.  Have your group start a prayer list of these people and pray for their salvation and opportunities for them to share Jesus with those they have identified.
