
 

Growth Group Opener:  
What movie or TV character comes to mind when you think of someone who is 
a hypocrite? 

Read: Hebrews 12:1-3; Matthew 7:1-5; 1 Peter 2:1-3 

How have you responded to hypocrisy that you may have encountered in the church or 
among other believers? 

How did that impact your faith at that point?  

Why is hypocrisy so damaging to both the one being hypocritical as well as the one 
observing it?  

How might Hebrews 12 shape how we navigate the hypocrisy we encounter? 

In closer relationships with believers in our own congregation, or perhaps within our 
families, what does Matthew 7 have to say to us in how we approach others?  
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Why is self-examination so important?  

How does 1 Peter 2 connect with or inform the passage in Matthew 7?  

What practices do you have in your life that help you keep your cravings centered on the 
pure spiritual milk that Peter describes?  

How might you encourage someone with doubt because of hypocrisy they’ve witnessed?  

What can we learn about God from these passages? 

Is there anything you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to look at more closely? 

Dig Deeper: What other passages throughout Scripture might help you to 
crave pure spiritual milk and to remove the log from your own eye so you are 
better able to help others?  

Prayer: 
Father, thank you for being so good, so consistent, so trustworthy, and so kind. Lord, shape 
us by your Spirit to be more like you. Help us to be quick to confess when we’ve messed 
up, help us to be slow to judge and quick to forgive others, and help us to crave more and 
more of you. In the name of Jesus, amen. 
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