The Grace of Gathering
Acts 4:23-31

Context

The Christian life is not always lived on the mountaintop. We face seasons of suffering,
temptation, and opposition where our faith is tested. Often, when things get hard, we are
tempted to withdraw and isolate ourselves, seeking comfort or affirmation. However, the early
church shows us a different path. When Peter and John faced persecution, they didn't run
inward; they ran to the people of God. The church is a vital means of grace—a community built
on a shared foundation in Christ, designed to help us see God rightly.

1. The Response to Threat
Question: Why do you think Peter and John ran to their church family instead of trying to
process the threat alone or finding a "neutral" group of friends?

Dig Deeper: How does our natural inclination toward independence or privacy keep us from
experiencing this kind of support?

Notes:
2. Interest vs. Foundation
Question: How does the difference between "shared interests" and "shared foundation" change

the way we interact with one another during difficult seasons?

Dig Deeper: If a friend is going through a crisis, do we tend to offer "interest-based" advice (what
makes them feel better) or "foundation-based" wisdom (what is true about God)?

Notes:
3. Seeking Sympathy or Truth?
Question: Why is our default often to seek validation or sympathy when we are struggling, rather

than theological stability?

Dig Deeper: What is the difference between having someone "on your side" and having someone
who helps you stay "on God's side"?

Notes:



4. Sovereignty and Perspective
Question: How does intentionally "placing our problems beneath God" change the way we pray
during a crisis?

Dig Deeper: Think of a current challenge. If you wrote a prayer today that started with God’s
greatness rather than your need, how would the rest of that prayer change?

Notes:
5. Praying for Boldness
Question: If we honestly evaluated our prayer requests as a group, do we prioritize "protection

and safety" or "faithfulness and boldness"? What does that tell us about our current focus?

Dig Deeper: What is one area of your life where you are currently praying for "safety” (avoiding
cost) when you should be praying for "boldness" (remaining faithful)?

Notes:

6. Sharpening One Another

Question: Who are the voices in your life that challenge you to remain faithful when it gets hard,
rather than simply encouraging you to "do what feels right"?

Dig Deeper: Are you currently acting as that kind of voice for someone else?

Notes:

7. Spiritual Health

Question: How does the absence of the church in a believer's life contribute to spiritual drifting

during hard times?

Dig Deeper: Consider Proverbs 27:17. How has being part of this group recently helped you see
a situation more clearly?

Notes:

8. Faith as the Requirement
Question: Why must our identity in Christ be the starting point for this kind of community?



Dig Deeper: How does knowing you are "redeemed and purified" (Titus 2:14) influence how you
treat the "hypocritical and imperfect" people in your church?

Notes:

Carry-it-Forward
"What's one thing God impressed on you tonight that you want to carry into this week?"

Go Deeper

e Reading: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together. Reflect on his statement: "It is grace, nothing
but grace, that we are allowed to live in community with Christian brethren."

e Scripture: Read Psalm 2. Notice how the early church used this text to make sense of
the persecution they were facing. How can we use the Psalms to make sense of our own
hardships?

e Reflection: Read 2 Chronicles 20:1-12. Note how Jehoshaphat begins his prayer by
focusing on God's character before addressing the enemy. How can you model this in
your prayer life this week?



