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Hearing God in the Wilderness How Do | Hear God?
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Today we are going to wrestle with a very simple and yet very complicated question:
BB AN K HEFEAOREIRE -

How do we hear the voice of God? What does that mean? FHfIEARRIIENES? BHRMX BHREHE?
How many of us in the room have ever been frustrated trying to hear the voice of God and determine His will?

Yeah, if you aren’t raising your hand, | don’t believe you! fZEEEHMBEZDAGRK S TEIIBNES Y ESRTHNE
EmalEE? W, NRMLEF, HAITEER.

We are wrapping up this series today, Hearing God in The Wilderness. This season of the world, and ultimately
our lives has felt like a wild time hasn’t it? But historically speaking, the wilderness has always been an opportune
space to teach us something. To Grow us in some way. The pandemic took many of us by surprise, but God was
not unprepared. He was not caught off balance by the affairs of our world. And he does has something to teach
us even now, as things are getting back to “normal”. (I used air quotes for those of you tuning in via the pod-
cast). Because although we may be finding a semblance of life similar to that which was lost in the last couple of
years, the world, our nation, this city, we will never be the same. But if we are to endure all things through Christ
who gives us refuge, it is important that we find ourselves in a position by which we can receive his teaching and
his guidance. For this, we must be able to hear God, in the wilderness. But what does that mean exactly? $X3
PIENASEREMAS: ERFHRENET., IfIEERED, ARAENRE, WERBMINE S EEGEEEE—
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AREOEMEISUBEASZNERE, B2, BEMR, BFANER, DHERMNWMT, BELARRIER T . HfIR
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| don’t come at this subject this morning as an expert in hearing God. | do come at this subject as an expert in
wrestling with this idea. My entire Christian life has been spent wrestling with this concept. Israel Translated “One
who wrestles”. SRE FHIEE, HAZNU—(EFFESRMNBETNERKBEEBERN, HBEEEEBULEER
TREMNZEMANEANING N, EEARRBEEEENALR, HEEEAEHSTEE]. Ues) (ES) 13
FRIEIAEIER TRNE] .

What we talk about today is somehow simultaneously incredibly simple, and yet not so easy. HfISKEBZBHNNE
REMEE, Am, WEBEXAEIERE,

So let’s dive in: how do we hear God? Well before we answer this question, | think we first need to ask, “Why do
we want to hear God?” #f, BEFIRENETE: HFABETERERM? ERMEZEERBEM, BERMEEZ
B—T: TAAERMEEERIER?

Our “Ability” to hear God has a lot to do with our desire to hear him and our motivation to want to hear Him. F{f

BEIRRIMRVBE N TERAREE LEURN I MR IE R EERE L DA BN
Why do we want to hear Him? Hearing God A+ EEFfii8 BREEZ 17

“Qur failure to hear His voice when we want to is due to the fact that we do not in general want to hear it, that
we want it only when we think we need it.”— Dallas Willard Dallas Willard 58, &8 EMIEZANERZINRE
= RIEBTAREREHNES, RfEREEEERRAARMESTERIHNEE,

Is our motivation good? FFIREN I Z 1FHINE?

If the aim of hearing God is to use His name like a weapon then we’ve already missed the point. The desire to
hear God’s voice must be rooted in a desire to love God and to love others. (I John 4:7-8) Dear friends, let us
love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 1R
PIAEEEME SN ENEERBA BEFHNET, MFREER—HHE—1%, ARMR—FHEHNET . HERSEBEEN
AR TR REEHNEA L, OBSEMN7 THENGAN, RMESRIEE, BAZERMEN. NEED
B, #=mmmmaE, IERHS. J

And this is really what hearing God is about. It’s about knowing God, not just knowing what he wants. &7 fE:Z2

BRI EENRE, HfISERHME, MARRBIMERMTE,

“We must make it therefore our primary goal, not just to hear the voice of God, but to be mature people in a lov—
ing relationship with Him. Only in this way will we hear him rightly.” — Dallas Willard Dallas Willard 5%, ELtFME
EEFSRMNEEZRRE, F2EERAENES, MEABRMNRNAI, FEE—([EZNEGFRER, REEK, &
I7 BEESEItHROE &,

Commandment 3/10. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord. Not about pairing the word God with a cuss
word, or using Jesus Christ when you stub your toe. Give false testimony, speak falsely. Morally ruin. It’s about
using God’s name to leverage your own agenda. “When this happens, we reject God for an idol ‘god’ who starts
to sound like us, and he’s very permissive.” +iHIE =55, FrEEHENE., FTE2IEENSTEEHEE—

2, AEABIMEREFERETNZMIZSTE F1E2EMRREE, RiRE WMNERNSKEEENZ, DIENE
#RT, BERLMOEECHNS. SRMAEEMEE, HAREETER, RETHAECKRBNERM, AnEECHEE

BETHEO.

As someone who works a lot with youth and young adults, | can’t tell you how many times I've heard stories of
young Christians walking up to other young Christians and saying something along the lines of, “God told me
we’re supposed to get married.” And I'm not saying God can’t speak to us about stuff like that, and if He did,
that’s great but play it cool, man. “Hi my name is Mark, I’'m your future husband, God told me so.” “Is that so?
Well, | think one of us has a bad connection because I'm hearing lots of sirens going off on my end. He’s telling



me to run.” BABEIFESNEFEARBILEOEE, AMEA S DRBRIEERNNE: —EFEAER S —EFE
AERTEIER, SRk, BPIMERZGE. " AEE, BAERESR, MR AHERNE, WRMBENEGR T, B
Rz, RE, KBNBIEEERN: 118, HUEsR, WEHREGR, FEMRKALK, 1 TENH? T8, I
ANEF—EE—EARE T, WEERINFZER, WMERABEREE.

See | think we often want to hear God because we want leverage. | know this is true of me. My default mode is
to ignore him 99% of the time, but when | want something or | have a big decision to make, then we are on our
knees in prayer. It’s like a little kid who doesn’t listen to their parents until they want something from them. “Jill,
Jill please slow down. Jill, Please don’t hit your sister with the sippy cup!” Jill hears mommy, but Jill pretends she
doesn’t. “I am hitting her with the sippy cup! Hit her harder?” Jill never listens. But then Jill wants something.

She sees her friends running to the ice cream truck. “Mommy can | please go get an ice cream, please?” Now

Jill is desperate for the words of her mother. Hanging on her every word. Jill's eyes are fixed on mommy. Come
on woman, give me the money, please.” We are like this with God are we not? When we treat Jesus like he’s the
fairy dust we sprinkle on our lives to make everything better, I'm sure it saddens Him, because he desires a loving
relationship with us. People who hear God are first and foremost people who actually desire to hear God, not just
when we think we need him, but all the time. {REFHMLEBERHNES, ISR LEERME2EAHAIMIOBHR
%, HEHE, HECHMEEERN., BENERT, 99%MNEHE, REBECHEE, TEMEITEEN, B,
SRREMTE, IEBEREANRER, RMMEZGR TRHEST . BREMGN LT, RIEEBRERXGIMEET
BE, FREARXEIEN, WEEHJlsR, TJillJilREe5%., Jill, BIRMFIERIK, 1 JillEERSSERE T, o
EMEREAE, [ BREAM AR, MEERS—LL, HEAIBIBMIRE. 1 KA, JIBBENFRE T, i
ERWHNAARMECEMRERET, REWFKIL, 55, HEIEHEMRIE? | SERMRAJILEIRER L iE s
sgnm, WROTRNEMEEES LT, TS, 055, RAGTIEE. | ERMBEGES, SIEMEF—ESERMAEEE
SEFAIRL—XAS, FEEHHRERE0. hENNSERERFR, MeBRIUARE LNEER. £BRFR, BRI
BENOA, MENLEME—EBERIIM, FZ2EEAEFTENKIER, ME, —BEEISE,

Because there are lots of other voices we hear all the time. There are lots of outside voices that influence our
actions. Pastor Mark Nicklas and | were talking about this, and he said that, “Sometimes we become so influ-
enced by the outside that we forget how to be influenced by what’s inside.” because as Christians, we believe in
a living God who dwells inside of us in the person of The Holy Spirit. And we believe that through His spirit, God
speaks to us. But there are competing voices. There’s my voice, That one is strong. Even evil voices too. And all
the external voices both comforting and discouraging that make up a cacophony of voices. How do we, in this
mess of voices, learn to hear the voice of God? AAKFMEEREEEMNES ., KBIANBELEBRMTSE. K
EISR] - B PRI BAS M FskEm, fthan, “BRERMARIANET TERLZUREMBEANONES. " FAEEIR,
BfEEMZEEEEFABRMEANS £, HAEEHREREZEHEEMEE, JREEHNMNES., HECHES, &
ARE., BEANENES., ELALEhEMREEINANBZESENIFBEBRNMES . M EEETERZNETEER

PR B E?

“My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.” — John 10:27 #E1EE10:27 [FHAOFBIKNE
T, FORE, MmARRERK.

Shepherds in Scotland EISEAIHEA

Sometimes flocks of sheep will temporarily combine, but they never have an issue finding their shepherd when it’s
time to leave, because they know the voice of the shepherd. BRFFESEIFES —EWE, BEREDBBRIFRERALR
DHEABEAN, BAMMARFSREANES,

Our theology tells us that hearing the voice of God is possible. So | guess the question is: Are we hungry for it,

and why? 12 SRAMEREMINBES EAUENS., MUBREER, R ERHENBEIE? HITE?

Today we are going to be looking at a passage of scripture which does a good job showing us what it looks like
when we really want to hear God’s voice. We are going to be reading out of Nehemiah 8. I'll give you some time
to turn there if you'd like while we talk about some of the context of the passage. SKIEFIE—FE—RIIRILK
X, REFNESHRBMEZFIEESRENBENZEEEN, HFLRKEBERRAKLHE/\E, WRIREFFHIRAVELAKIR
PERMEEINE, IRTERRR.

Ezra Nehemiah was one book. UErfiscflEHR K HE 2B EENE,



Historical / Narrative, Law, Poetry, Wisdom, Prophetic, Gospel, Epistles / Teachings, Apocalyptic BE248& EHESE
BR/MB, #5, FR, 88, &F, 88, SE/HE, HHRKH.
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After Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the temple and people are in exile BLEBASEREBEENS, BE2RRE, U
BIIARLE.,

50 years after 50 1%

There are Jews who gain favor with the kings of Babylon much like Joseph and Pharaoh. LA A ESELLfE
FTHEH, EGOBTIAEZE—%.

Some Israglites return to jerusalem. IBHLE A EFI AR EIEFIEHIL .

Zerubbabel — leads people back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple FiZE B{A-%4E A RIRCIEREE IS R RS,
60 years 60414

Ezra — Teach the Torah / rebuild the community DAFHI — HEREEZE/EEHE,

Chapter 3, some are rejoicing, but others are mourning that things are not anywhere close to how amazing He—
brew life was before exile. =8, BLAEE, HEYANRE, EAEENERLT ZN—IRRZIEL.

Portland parallel. FU&IRPIFRERITIRIFE—1%.

Nehemiah — rebuilds the walls — B K — EZEHME,

Character study on nehemiah ¥f2 % KX iE{8& FRrUMEE

Nakhem yah — Comfort / YHWH - mifEza485 Nakhem yah - BB2, “rI/BFF0EE
Heart broke for the state of Jerusalem — 1t & ZI BB UL BIART OV

The king funds this project to rebuild Jerusalem (Interesting leadership models) £ H & EZEF RIS, (BEAVE
B1&5()

They are starting to feel reestablished A A REFHFESIHIIFER T,

Skip ahead - public reading of the Torah — BRI E—% - BN L RAHNEER ALEEE
Nehemiah 8 B&KiLH/\E

New International Version Rl A4S

8 1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the
Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first
day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and
women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the peo—
ple listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform
built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and
on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened
the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all
stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen!
Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 1 #7758, UBFIAME
FECHEE, B, MFANE— ARETKFIBINERRE, X EURRASENEEERFEUEIANREST
K, 2 TR#—H, RaMESEASTFRE TERAENSXENREA. 3 HKPFIRINERRE, WWERAmT, &R
B, —tETERENAEREREE. ARAEMEIE, 4 XEURILEAESHENARE L. IHiiRE, RIS,



R, SHlGE, FBEW, MISMMIATEMAAIE; MEAH, KOF, IHEM, KBIE, BRKE, B, FMKEFE
IREMRYCIE, 5 DMFIATERERM E, ERRREIRRES. tt—REHE, REMEIGER, 6 UARHEEBINEZA
BOM, REHEFEER, [(FIPT! I ] BEER, BRI, SFFERFNE,

Now skip down down to verse 9 IRTERAFIBBEIEE N8,

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the
people said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had
been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do
not grieve.” 12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with
great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them. 9 BREH K. HIIERE]
AU AL, WHEIBEENOFIRA. HRER. SHEEMEMRFENED. AZERR. ERASRRRRRA
= LAOGEER T, 10 ¥R [IRMMAXEEEN. IBHIHA. BReeFakmN. mMokt. EASAERMEMNER.
MAEAEER. AREMEMSNELSMANAE. 1 1 REMNRAEREEE. R, [SHEEH. TEFE. B
AEEX, 1 12 RRHEEIE. BWota A RKRE. ERMFI8E B REEIMFREE.

8-12 first stories of expository preaching 8&IZI12E4C %A R 2 — R A BB MEHE R ERE,

Many are illiterate 3FZ A2 #FH,

Levites help break it down. First Bible study. FIZR ABBINFH#MR, £ REEFEY,

This is important. Because anyone who is good at memorizing things can commit passages to memory and throw
them in someone’s face whenever they want to flex their religious muscles. BREE, EAFAIECIEIFFIARA
EPIREA A PIREC RIE R AR EE A ES RIS,

But maintaining a humble curiosity, desiring to prayerfully consider the meaning behind the scriptures, this is fer—
tile ground for the work of the Spirit in our lives. We will get to that in a bit. Wisdom is a high value here as well.

BERSRENG S, FESANBEERFFREANER, BT 2HMATaENEETFOEX LR, KfA—2E28
M. BRAEEDERER,

Water Gate — Only Source for fresh water — metaphor for truth. The only life for these people is going to come
from the Torah. 7K - lE—EEUR/KIOME S - th2EMEIR, BLEUBIIANEG RBREEZEPEK.

People are crying, weeping, they are undone when they hear the Torah — Because they’ve realized how much
they’ve broken faith with God. As more and more of these words are shared, the more and more they realize how
far away they’ve fallen from God’s guidance. AR#ER, FIR, MMIEIEEEROMEITR T - EAMPIRHEEIM
MBEEZENE A, SHRHZNFOEBELR, SRERNMPAEHDERMNEREZIR,

Guys, don’t weep. It’s not the season for this. The scriptures being read aloud this day are an outpouring of
God’s desire to commune with us! He had us write all this down so that we would never forget the story, that He
has a plan to save the world. Bk, AEFER, RAENEIR, SARNEELRAVEREFE LR IFRI I R
B ERMIEELEER TR, MEFRM KA, MAEME RS,

The joy of the lord is your strength — ¢ @ KN ELZMRI D=,

The Joy of the lord = God’s joy over you. (f FERHNZ 4 = THEIRERNT L,

Strength = refuge 712 = Jit:&

It’s not the joy we experience that makes us strong, but rather God’s joy over us in which we find refuge. I~ 2

SR FIPTEERNERERMER, MEREHAMNSINT SRR,

So even if God’s word strikes a chord of repentance in you, this is reason to celebrate! FiIABMEMHAYEEE EF A



HNOEEZBIRENR, BEEHRMABNREA.

The word of the lord causes them to become undone in grief and then overjoyed in celebration. Take in this pic—
ture. Huge crowds of people on their faces in worship their God, being moved radically in their emotions by his
word. HREEERMFIEEPRER, XEMOFEBNTSE, BREEEE. BEARRRET —EMAQHHFE, &
BWHIEEREAEAE,

How hungry are we for God’s voice in our lives? FfEBMNE DT R SBRENES?
Are we hungry for him? Fffi& #8052

“Few people arise in the morning as hungry for God as they are for cornflakes or toast and eggs.”— Dallas Wil—
lard, “ROBANBREKERSIGGNHZBIZERS, EMEMPEIRER 7 KR - BRE

Something that I've noticed about human behavior is that often if people want something bad enough, they will
make it a priority to obtain that thing. “Where there’s a will there’s a way.” HFERIFPIAIEEBEEZIEF, Fif
MBIEEUSERESASIRM, "MESREMARE:. ~

How hungry are we for the telling of the story of God and the revelation of Jesus? M1 X % ;& B {E15HRAIE S ]
HEERA9RURIE?

Do we hide his word in our hearts? Do we acknowledge the merciful Gift of the scriptures? FFHEABAIEE BTN
HRIRR? FAPIER R BRAS 2 AT 1H IR AV B B2 02

Hebrew Children were expected to memorize the pentateuch by the age of 12. This is what the Bar Mitzvah was
intended to signify. MBJIREER12E A EREAAL, BHEIEAZFERARE LR EREFREN,

In The scriptures: 7E4ESC

We can read about God’s Character FfI:BZI#AIAE,

We can Read about Jesus FFI:EZIERER ,

We can read about the work of the spirit. Ffi:EZIER BRI TIE,

We have even more scripture than the ancient Hebrews did. We have for us the historical documentation and
teachings of the messiah... God in the flesh, his words written down!

BABLEERNRIABZIER., HMIEHZRENIRFILACHENNE - - -HESA, HHREELCE MR

| never liked memorizing scripture, but this year, | felt compelled to memorize some of Jesus’ words. | memorized
a couple of parables. | even memorized the Sermon on The Mount. 3 chapters in Matthew. Humble brag. But | re—
alized in doing this, | began to recall the words of Jesus throughout my day. It gave me a new lens through which
| experienced the world. ZHERAFEE R, BSE, BAE—BEYETH LIRS, BE 7T —mEEs. &
EE NTEB#SFINEILEN, —EB5AXE. EERHENZ O, BRATMESKRBEBRERIGIZZ BRI ERAEEE.
B T HEMNBEAMENAE,

We have many voices in our minds. This is about learning to discern which one is God’s. Vigorous Bible reading
B =5 S

helps us discern the person of God speaking in other contexts in our lives. IO EE ZEBHZBE, FRUFAM
TESPHIMERMRNES. BEEEECEDBRMAN M EPE I IERENSRTANA,

Like sheep to a shepherd, do we know what he sounds like. Do we know him well enough to know, “Oh God
would never say that.” Or “God is often saying this.”? BUSFRKEA, HPFEMEERRETEERN., HPI2HHE
HEE, I, MREAEEER. T SE, MEEEER. 7

Reading scripture effectively assists us in Remembering the character of God and therefore his voice. As Chris—



tians who believe in the indwelling of The Holy Spirit within us, we have faith that he is with us. But In some very
real ways, sometimes it doesn’t feel like God is with us. He doesn’t manifest his presence in a pillar or fire on
Sunday mornings in the auditorium. Jesus, doesn’t have office hours on mondays and wednesdays. In a lot of
ways, it feels like he isn’t speaking to us anymore, at least not like he used to. BB RIEL T S BN FFIsC /Y
EMEmMLNES., FAEEEREMEEEIME LNEBERERR, HfMEE 0 REKMEE. BIRER, BFHFR
EREMETE. MAEEARERSEENTRIRGHM. Bk, b2 —/E8= . R2FE, F&iN
BHEIFRE, 2 ONMEMABIREBK.

When | got my first apartment, there were moments that | could hear my mom’s voice even though she wasn’t
around. Like when | was cleaning the bathroom. I'd have vivid memories of my mom teaching me how to clean my
bathroom growing up. She wasn’t there looking over my shoulder, scrutinizing everything that | did, but out of our
deeply rooted relationship, | could recall her instruction and apply it to my current situation. Sometimes | wished
my roommates could hear my mom’s voice t0o. 6 guys sharing one bathroom. Not ideal. We have to remem-
ber that God is father to us individually, it is also father to us as a civilization. Humanity is in a place now where
Jesus is not walking with us. But hisWords are documented for us so that we can look back at what he said and
remember CASEMEIFNE—ELNER, BIFARRIFEHRNES, BMEMATE. MERERRBMNEIER, HiEE
ST E I A RRRERERATBRRAE., WASHERITET, HERMNSEENER, PTHERIEBERER
T, FEEREMNEE, ARRBUWHRNEM, EFRIESFERNERDERIIZEHRNES, NMESESHR—HE
FRE, XATERT, HAINAEREHEIMAE—EANRR, BERMABEARNRER. BHPAARTEESIRAER
At F, (BEMNGEE AT N RERPIRBITLFR.

We can hear God’s voice even if we can’t hear what he’s saying, because we know who He is. BMEF 212 R 14

HHMMRAOEMESIUNERMNES, RABRMIMEMRH,
Remember = 231 times in the Bible. BEAER231)/RIE2Z“IRIFEE,

God is in the business of transforming us into the kind of people he can trust to steward his kingdom, and that
means that sometimes He doesn’t feel the need to give us coaching. Sometimes what God says to us is, “I've
prepared you for this. Go. Represent me. You are my ambassador.” # TER 284 BRI B e SR EIE
tAIEERARIIA . EMERZENRHEMESH AT EZIIRIKF . EHNREMERPROZE, "BREETEEITFIRER
MEHET., BB, KKK, REHRHOAE, 7

And in Nehemiah, what we see later in the chapter is a refusal to remember. See even though they rebuilt the
temple, and opened the Torah, and tried to reclaim their culture, the presence of God, never came back to the
Temple. And then they began to drift. They started out strong, but eventually they started living immorally again,
working on the sabbath, etc. And the book ends with Nehemiah basically saying, “Well, | tried. God remember
us.”. See, chronologically, Nehemiah takes place right before what is known as the 400 years of silence. In this
period of time, God doesn’t manifest his presence, and he doesn’t speak through the prophets. It's communica—
tions black out. And instead of the Israelites staying true to who God called them to be, instead of maintaining
devoted to the revelation of God in his word, they drifted, because they didn’t think he was speaking. But he has
been speaking to them for thousands of years. He had given them a lot to go off of. And then what happens at
the end of this period of silence? Enter Jesus. The long—awaited messiah. £EH&KieH, HAEEEZRE —LLRE
HNEMEIIREBC . BAMPIE T 2R, TR T%A, WERBEEEMFANXT, BRNET2EEaRIER, N
BIRMARREE. BMAERIFNRE, BRKERRINBENEER, LUXAEZEHIE, B&ENART, BHK
B, BeKERT. BRI, THLFEL, BRKGCEFEATIOOFRNTM 2. T400FMTMF,
AEERMMNER, M ABEELHNRGE. B —ERRBENIFH., UedRi2E 8RS EITEhFIRAH,
iR BB THGEMANER, Meket 7 M, HAMMARAmERE. BEMETHER—BEERIMFIRE.
HEALLE T IR RMEES 1T, BN 2 R3EE T HEE? ENBER, SUMERTERNE.

When Jesus went around teaching about the kingdom of Heaven, he taught about the transformation of the heart.
Because why a person desires to hear from God will color how a person hears from God. BEMR S A KA ERIE R

By, R ONEN. RS —EARERRHNSKERXE—EABKERA.

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees had suspect reasons for learning the scriptures so well. Usually to
uphold their own religious status while suppressing the spirituality of others. “You have never heard his voice nor
seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You study the Scrip—
tures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify



about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” — John 5 EEEAFEF BN 2 EEXNENIE S T 5, B
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od walked into the room, they didn’t recognize him. E#EERRER, MFEBAEM,

A hunger for the scriptures, rooted in a desire to be in loving communion with God, this is so important if we are

going to hear Him. fRIEMNAZHEHEEZHEREEME LIS, EHHMENRRHIIFEERN,

But there’s this whole other side of hearing God that is a bit more mysterious. How many of you know that life
without mystery is boring? When | was younger, | had the incessant need to have an answer for everything, but |
am getting more and more comfortable with the phrase “I don’t know”. {BEEIEfHIEE S—H HeE B EWM4
B, RAPEZDABESSAEERRNEEESEBNE? ERNNEE, REEK—HFEREE VS BENER, B
EIRTE AR B ER “HARE " EE .

God does somehow, through His Spirit, speak to us, guides us, and invites us. And that is how relationships work!
Good and healthy relationships are not one-sided in their communication. It's a loving exchange. f& & @1@H#AY

SRR, wEBM, BHEEM. BEMEEERETHN. FNNRRNBERAZEDNZR, MEENRR,

“When we talk to God, we’re praying. When God talks to us, we're schizophrenic.” — Jane Wagner “& %140
i, HPIEES. TEEMBRMNGE, HMERRAAESBEIRT ., ~ — /- FIEM

But hearing from God is not a crazy idea. {B. 252 R A~ E—ERITHIEA,

| know a pastor who saw a vision of Jesus during an acid trip, and then gave his life to Jesus. Just for the record,
| am not recommending this as a pathway to hearing the voice of God. “You heard the man.” FxNE— (I HKETE7E
AERNFEER THHNER, ARIEECNERRGEER, HNERP, EFAERHEBENERMGZEINERE.

But God does speak to us in ways that seem wild to us. (B2HEE B —LHNEHFIRE, ERMERERREIT
[,

Part of the reason I’'m here at this church today, is because a famous worship leader named Stephanie Gretzinger
called me out of 3 crowd of 1500 people at Arlene Schnitzer Hall and prophesied over my life. Stephanie, If you’re
out there and you’re listening, thank you for listening to the voice of God! HSAKEEEEARSN—ILHRERH, =2
E&—AA %Eﬁﬁi{ﬁ%ﬁiﬁStephame Gretzinger TEK45FArlene Schnitzer & 44E21/E1500 A R REIEF Y H 2R ¥ 3K 2278
=. Stephanie, MRIRERZEEME, FBRGIRIBIRMHNES,

I've had a moment in my early adult life, where | sat in my cubicle at work, weeping, because | felt God’s hand of
compassion on me, and | could feel his love for me, as | wrote a letter to Him. £ B ENIHRAE BE—ERZ, X

AEIFRNRERER, ARERE —HGHIENRE, BANBAHNEFERS L, HAINRIINEHNE,

I've been in prayer and felt what | can only describe as a weight on me, that | needed to give a word of encour—

agement to someone. B KA EEHRZE—BEETHRE L, MBWBEEL—EASBINGE.

| have been in prayer and asked God to guide my imagination and show me pictures, and | believe he has! 3 &E &

EEERRHAEFRBOBENGIEE, HREHENEERMNT !

See, we, living in this 21st century, Western mindset have great difficulty with this, because it seems to involve a
transrational work of the Spirit. And we don’t like that. If | can’t wrap my brilliant mind around it, then it can’t be
a thing. We in the West may have this issue, but the ancient near east people did not. Spiritual realities that were
transposed over our physical ones. It makes sense. The scriptures are telling us a story about the reunion and
reconciliation of heaven and earth. So why wouldn’t we experience overlap? ?‘ZiF"ﬂEE/ET_Qﬁ'E‘iE, A AN EIEEE
tEBERE, ASAEEKEFTEEZBIEENTR, BfIAZEE, MRIAVTAASTBEERN, —EMAFE. &K
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The scriptures give us all sorts of fascinating examples of God speaking to humans in strange ways. B24&H45 3R

MBS WG F EHEABT RN NRE.

Burning bush to Moses BAEERYFI TR EE PR

A voice calling out to Samuel in the night R BB IHHEE

Visions to the prophets and later Peter, Ananias, Paul {IRXFTHNESR, EBEKRERES, nx/eis, FfRE

Church history records Christians for centuries and centuries throughout the early church having visions all the
time. Most of the accounts of the early martyrs are filled with documentation of visions and dreams given by God.
This is not weird. Sometimes we are too intelligent to receive simple wisdom. &I E S 4085V ERA S ROEBEF
ZHLEUREREIER, AZEANERMELTNCHEPTN TARNEEMRNERNES, EAEREN, BIRFE
BFERIBIAM AR RZ A ENE R,

“Christian spirituality as practiced through the ages takes the form of this companionship with Jesus. Spiritual
people are not those who engage in certain spiritual practices; they are those who draw their life from a conver—
sational relationship with God. They do not live their lives merely in terms of the human order in the visible world;
they have ‘a life beyond.” — Dallas Willard “RAMKEBHANEE N & BBEEHRETERNAN, BEIAMIL
AEAPEEMELBERRIA, MEIPLM RN RAFRNEERIIA, tMAINEs MEEZRRAERRERF
AR FRE, thPEE—EBENEas, " — ST jafs

“Well, Lane this all sounds very messy.” fRIEFEER “Lane, EBIBERKRH#T, ~

It can be! For sure. We have many voices in our minds. This is about learning to discern which one is God’s. &
M, FIREEEER. ARMERTRERZEE. MURMZEBSHMEEHNES.

That’s why we have to take the time to know God’s character and what He sounds like. Namely in these scrip—
tures. Remember 12 years old, pentateuch memorized. &2 A EEFIHEERL B R BHANTETtHNBESZEE
R, BB, E, 12mIRHRERAEHBES T .

And we have to check our motives, because that will color what we think we are hearing God say. “God wants
you to marry me.” God wants you to practice social distancing okay. The pharisees knew the scriptures better
than anyone, but they didn’t recognize God when he walked into the room, because their motives were not root—
ed in a desire to know and love God. Seek God’s voice always out of a desire to love well. FHfIthEiREFHF0H)
%, AAcaERrfiBaTfiRRMRIE, ENEALEME A BRELEN, BEEMEE—EHE B
PIANBA LA, EAMPINENENZRIEND A ZHOFEE, LIS RKENES, SUBREK,

And if you do all of this and still can’t hear what he wants, maybe you care more than he does about your deci—
sion. Let me explain. | think rarely is God giving each and everyone one of us specific instructions for every part
of our lives. “God, what color socks shall | wear today?” “God, which crypto currency should | invest in today?”
Can he and does he speak to us about specific stuff sometimes, yeah sure, of course, but a good father raises
children that can make their own reasonable, healthy decisions. | would imagine that God is far more concerned
with “how” and the “why” of our lives than he is about the “what”. Because | can honor God in any job and in
any relationship. But | can marry the “right person” and land the “perfect vocation” and still not allow God to
transform my heart and form my character. Ideally we would like to hear God’s voice in life’s big decisions, but
maybe sometimes God is saying, “I've trained you for this. You got it. Whatever you do, do it like | would do it.”
MRBLEREM T, BERRAINHNES, BB RERAVRELLHEIRAVREEAR., RIREE, BB EHL A
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And we have to remember the heart of God for us. Even when God’s voice is corrective, even when it turns us
towards repentance, it is always out of a heart of love and a desire to be with you. FIELLSHE ML, BE
BRFENBEZ24EMR, EEFEHRMOOELDEN, BREEEN—EENEEEBME—RD,

“The joy of the lord is your strength” — God’s Joy over you is your refuge. “ A §F ERFI E M 5 1 = % 2 1R
By H & "——EEMRIE R 2 IRAOBHEEFT,

When we desire to hear the voice of God, it’s important that we understand the heart of God towards us. The
relationship of God to us is described as many things, A King and Lord / Protector. He is glorious, even terrifying,
but he’s not a tyrant. All of his anger is born of love. God and Jesus is described as a Loving Father, Husband,
mother hen, brother, friend. EXfEEREHINES, REBEN—HSBEM 7REEEMIO0. BERMSEIMNEER
BEZEER, BX, £, REE., tWEKEN, EEESAEHMN, BHAR—ERE., MNERKEREME. MAE
ERRIEIAR — IR, LK, sk, Bk, FURE/NHAIEH,

The bottom line is that God takes joy in you. He may get frustrated with us, he may grieve our sin, but everything
in the scriptures points to a loving, kind, and patient God who desires for us to be reconciled to Him. He doesn’t
need us, but he wants us. REBNEZHURAL%, MAIEEEHRMRINERE, #MreE2ERM0FE, BEEEEN
—UEEE—ERmE, (C&, D, eERMAEMME, MAFREIM, BEMEHM.

So when you hear the voice of God, you should know that his character points to the fact that he loves you
deeply and wants his joy to be made complete in you. He desires an abiding relationship with you. B LA {/REE It
MBS, MESMEMNFIRIED—EEZE. EESMAFNEMIHAEMNELEMERSEIRTE. MIBEIRIRIFR
AOEFERMRE R,

When you hear the voice of God, you should never hear shame. You might feel guilt. | had a wise mentor who
taught me that guilt is an incredibly helpful ally. Guilt alerts me to the fact that | may have done something to
harm myself or someone else. Guilt is the feeling that makes my conscience helpful. But Shame, shame is the
thing that causes us to run and hide from God. In the garden when we first sinned against God, his first question
to us after the fact was, “Where are you?” Because we were hiding from him. Guilt is feeling bad about what I've
done, but shame is feeling bad about who | am. God may want you to feel guilt about what you’ve done. That’s
healthy, it means your empathy is intact. But God doesn’t want us to hide from him. He never wants us to feel
bad about who we are. EffIERENES, MAEERIIEN. MEASREITFES., E—AEEENEM, KLt
BRARLRE—(EFBHNENRRE., FEREERREESE, MERM T —ESEEETHESHEIIAN, FER
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Ask yourself, why do you want to hear the voice of God? Is it a desire born of love or born of desire for power?
Because the reason behind our desire will color the way we hear God. BIfIFFIE S, RAMEEEREBHE
F? ERARENRENBEE, EERALNENNET? RAEERNREEETMIEmaES.

Hide the scriptures in your heart. It’s one of the best ways to begin to become familiar with what his voice
sounds like. This give us an opportunity to have a reciprocal, loving relationship with God. IE#AEEEI TR,
EEATHNETNRIFNANZ—., BREAM—EWESRKEME—EEEN, TTRENEIRE,

Invite the at times, trans—rational Holy Spirit to speak to you in relationship. Because scripture/law without abid—
ing is religion. Jesus isn’t interested in you joining his religion. He wants you to join his family. ANES A8 5B &3

IBHEAEHTRREE ., AARBREX/EEMIBEBERMERHN, BFHIAESEMRARIMAMBI R, HERIMAMAR,
Benediction 1=

May you be men and women who are hungry to hear the voice of God. May you be able to discern his voice in a
cacophony of voices. May it draw you to love and relationship. In Jesus time, Amen! FE{RI A IERBAEE &R
RN, FRIRPIESE— DT RO ES ., FRIREHENZERSEN—EREEEENREERT, SHHRNRES, [
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