Miracles: Then and Now
WK. 1 ® Freedom
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Love, joy, peace, freedom,
In our lives!
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My God, My Father, My Rock
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DEFINITION: FEF:

A divine manifestation of God’s power that creates a reversal and reveals His
character and purpose in our world. 75 AEERVHHERREIR Al T —E 3 - WRw
T AR A PR AR E Y -

Short definition: When heaven invades earth and creates something beautiful 5% E %
DR ORERAE AN GRS SRR T -

Luke 4 - Jesus states His mission and the mission of heaven. This is ALWAYS Jesus’
mission. To preach good news to the poor, to open blind eyes, to proclaim freedom to
the oppressed. Always. And we’re going to look at the ways he does that in the Bible
over the next few months. We’ll also look at the ways he’s doing that NOW - right
here, right in the middle of our own oppression and blindness and chaos. E&fItES 4
- HBERBR A 1At Ay (S e RO R BRI (s - 22 A2 BN RAY iy - FrEZ e &8sy A - NUEEHR
HISE R » IARZBAGIRYES E - (R N ARAYZRE H A - FAFTREE B (A E B 48 R 2Tl
FiE—8 - WMEREEMBRAEEAMNEE ——SEEE - JUERME Cry=Z L
IEIRADERL 2, BEIBIRIEAEMAVES.

The Bible tells us of the miracles God has done but it also tells us of the miracles He
wants to do. What he has done he wants to do. WHAT HE HAS DONE, HE STILL
WANTS TO DO. EE&EFFF I TR @ (B ERE SR It A TaY R - f
A T AR o fh A THY - AR E A -

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19

ERINtEE4:18-19
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FEIRMSE R, WBZEHIMGER, 19 MEMRMAMEE,

Freedom = A sending away, a letting go, a release, pardon, complete forgiveness

BH = XE. BF. BH. R, 268,



Prisoners = A captive (in war), a prisoner. From aichme and a derivative of the same as
halosis; properly, a prisoner of war, i.e. a captive.

WA =8 (FEEFH) ~ AU - 2kKE aichme 18 halosis fH[EHILTAY) & IERERNES -
BRF > BIfEEE -

First - the wind and waves. Luke 8 B&FEE  BINES F8ETHFRANE,

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and
all was calm. “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. In fear and
amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him.” Luke 8:24-25

BRAN{EE8:24-25 24 FIRERIUEE T4t - B8R : KF | K7 | TfFikanthy | (TERET - ’R
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1. Reveals the POWER of Jesus or the ABILITY - He is in charge of creation and
clearly in direct relationship with the CREATOR 1. {5 ~HB kA K EESEE - ——Aifr
HERE - BIABRISE A ERER A

2. Reveals the CHARACTER of Jesus. He brings order from chaos. He’s a
GOOD superpower not a bad one. 2487~ T HRERAYAE o MHE R BLH 2K
TRFe - A SFHvEERE ST TN S IERTEET) -

THEN: the demoniac £ 7K : GEEE

They move through a miracle and pull up on the shores of a big problem. {th{fq#& & ##
BMERTATHE, MMM FIREE, RAZTAWAET F, EEMAE —BERRKMMEE,

26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, b which is across the lake from
Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man
from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house,
but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet,
shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? | beg you, don’t torture me!” 29For Jesus had commanded the
impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though
he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains
and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
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Such a visceral picture of what it means to be held captive by darkness. He has lost all
autonomy. No home, no job, no family, no friends, no freedom. He is hopelessly stuck.
He is a danger to himself and to others. But he has something the disciples didn’t have.
Let's back up to when the disciples are in the boat and Jesus comes out and
demonstrates his supernatural ability to save - what is their response? & @ — &Il EHE

FEMNRNDRR MAXEXTHANIEE, RAR RBLHE REHAK REEH, thEfE
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“Who is this?” “E=2?”

They’ve been with him awhile and they still aren’t sure of who he is. The bible tells us his
brothers didn’t know who he was. What is the response of the demonic forces inside the
man at Gerasenes? h{fifN#E—iEH — R, tPIMATEEMIHE, BREFHEM
fth B9 56 S A RE 2 5 . FEAR L AR AT ME A 5 RSB RV B SR 0 R FE = H ER0E 2

“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” “IE{Rfa] T, S
Hr) R FERER 2

Darkness knows light when it sees it. Darkness recognizes the light. Ephesians 6:12 -
Our battle, is not with flesh and blood. This is a cosmic battle we're in. Light vs.
darkness. And darkness hides and influences our world by hiding inside of us and
working through us. The guy in Gerasenes is just a camping spot - he’s a container for
darkness to hang out and wreak havoc. Darkness doesn’t care about him. Darkness
doesn’t have a plan for his life. Darkness is using him to terrorize a little part of the
world. But darkness knows light when it sees it. BREE B AE RS, BIEZEHE, L
E6:12 A MATZHREMRMEE. ER—HRMI RMFEKE, HKEARRE, RS
BBEHEAERMAAOEEARMEL, ABAZTNTEAEZ—ERE - thEEREMNER
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—IMNBS AN BERERBEEIRENIEE,

Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” BRERRfth, “4RAl+ERF ?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged
Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. Luke 8: 30-31 “&f, ”{th[a]
Ef, AAHFLEREATHMER, MMB=KIBHEFEGTHhMATEEN, BNES
8:30-31

“Legion’ is also the name for a group of Roman soldiers. Remember when Jesus said
that he came to free prisoners and that word actually means prisoner of war? This story
just layers up that principle. The Gerasenes man is a prisoner of a bigger war than he
ever dreamed existed. ‘'t 2R EEBEMNEF, ELFIBHKA MRS ZZRILEFER,

EEFRRHILMERE? EEAXERFLERE . BUF AR LB ERHNERMESN

L.

A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus
to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. When the demons
came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep
bank into the lake and was drowned. Luke 8:32-33

MEF—KBRELLIZE, BRRKIPER, AMEARESE, BRERAET M, BMEBA
HiZR, EAKEER RENHFRETILE, REHERET . BBINET 8:32-33

Interesting part of this story - Jesus has all the decision-making authority here. He
decides what they do and where they go. They clearly understand the powers they had
flaunted in front of the people - look, we can break through chains, look, we can make
this guy do anything we want him to do - are no match for the power of God. ;EE¥EH
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34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported
this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had
happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons
had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were
afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man
had been cured. Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and
left. Luke 8:34-37

MAMBEHBERESUART, EEFWEMB TN, 35 MALKEFEHES ZITH
SXIR4E, FRBATEEBRIFBA, LEERERIAT, FEXRR, DEARAR, MR ERE. 36
BEREFHNESERMBHINEESREHRMM. 37 FHFHENA, BAZHER, &
RERERBERAMh A ERERRA LRI R T - BRINFEE 8:34-37

It's interesting that the same people who were able to coexist with a legion of demons
cannot imagine making room in their village for Jesus, the one with power over
darkness. They feel more comfortable with the chaos they know than the One who
brings order to chaos. Perhaps that’'s because the pigs make them money and when
push comes to shove, we want freedom, but we worry about what it might ultimately
cost us. ABMHIZ, ALAEHEE R KA FHIARERGE AR MMAA FEE HZEM
, BRER R A e N BRS RES . BIGIE B RBAF RO — RIAR EE, fth M B3 FE At 79 AT 2R 458 (B
EEl. thif RE AR MATREE ERNREMNFE RMBEEH, BIHMED

R AR EEH M H A EARE,

The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus
sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”
So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.
Luke 8:38-39

SEATBERARY AR A SRR FNERER R ; ERFAANFT #Mth Bl K, 2R REIR XK, ERMB AR T A%
KIS, iR, WmEESZIRER At T RIFXME, BRINET 8:38-39

| love this part of the story. This is a great moment for Jesus to take this guy on tour.
He's a great before and after commercial for what God can do. He’s a rock solid witness
to the sonship of Jesus. But instead of asking him to become one of the disciples, Jesus
sends him out to make disciples. Without one class. Without a curriculum. Without any
credentials except | was a prisoner of war, and now I'm free. And then you know what
Jesus does? He leaves? ZLEBMEHER S, & RIMATE B A X EHM TR, th2
TN R RE. th2 MR FIMES AR NMERHRE AN, BEREFZHE
fth Al 2 PIfE 2 —, BRERZE BT S FRIRPIHE, 'R F —Ei iR, RERE R THEEE 28
EFIER, MEHBHBT  AERMIFIRERME 2 Bt T 2

He leaves this weird little village on the shore of a lake and goes back to where he was
before. Jesus got in a boat, crossed through a storm, parked in an obscure place to free
one man and commission him to tell the story, and got back in the boat. Some of Jesus’
miracle are ‘along the way”...as he’s on his way to somewhere else, a blind guy yells at
him or a woman touches his robe or a father begs him for help for his kid...but this



miracle is a departure from everything and everyone else. This is intentional. {h&fEd:E
B2/ N TR RN T M2 BFFR 5, BRER £ T — 1%, RERFEREAM, 2T —ETE
ARAOHLS, BT —EA, I BRFEMBEERE, REEIRL, BRAOMETFEEEE

ABRLE. EMEESHMANERLE —EREMARE —ERABRMNEFIE—ER
BT R ERMAEZF. EREEHMIEEMAAN. ERHEN,

This is Jesus leaving the beaten path, picking one man, destroying two thousands dark
forces and then goes back to the crowds. He is more than a superpower, He’s a Savior.
He is always seeking and saving and setting things right. This is the story of a miracle
he has done and it tells us of what he still wants to do in us and through us. HRERE#EAA
BRZEER/NE, BUETEEA, #E T2000REE A, AREIFIAFF, th N EFEREN,
fthiZ 2T, AR ES, EERY, M ESE. S tATMamER, I SRFE M
MABAEZRMS LHEBEARMEL,

For contrast, | want to read this story and be thinking as you hear it about the similarities
and the differences. This one is from Mark’s gospel: fAtt2TF, HiEE—EHKE, EIRE
HEHE B E ERBLANTEZRE, SEREREEFAREE:

Ef[{aE 1:21-28

Then Jesus and His companions went to Capernaum, and right away Jesus
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath and began to teach. The people were
astonished at His teaching, because He taught as one who had authority, and not
as the scribes. 2| TNEE, BHUAERTEBETEEHGIIA . RAREFAIZEN ;
Afth BN, EREERPIA TMEXT,

Suddenly a man with an unclean spirit cried out in the synagogue: “What do You
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? | know who You
are—the Holy One of God!” EEE#E, H—EAHISRME, thiR:R  EHE A BRER
, BAMBRIRA H R T 2 RRR IS 2 HALEREH, HERMHESE,

But Jesus rebuked the spirit. “Be silent!” He said. “Come out of him!” At this, the
unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and came out with a loud shriek. Hf

BRERMER AEEE | REAS BRI, FRUBAMT —fEE, KERU, BMHKT.

All the people were amazed and began to ask one another, “What is this? A new
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
Him!” And the news about Jesus spread quickly through the whole region of
Galilee. Mark 1:21-28 RAZERF, LIBIEILERER  ERMEE ? SEFEEN ! A
FEMRI IS R, BT Rt T th, ERERRY 2 ERUERE T IR RIS,

This guy is not in an obscure village off the shore of a lake. He’s in Capernaum (facts).
He is not foaming at the mouth and cutting himself in the catacombs, he’s in church.
He’s not naked, he’s dressed in his Sunday best. The story couldn’t be more different on
the face of it, but then..."lI know who You are - the Holy One of God!” This guy might
look entirely different than our Gerasenes guy, but he is also a prisoner of war. He
knows exactly who Jesus is. Darkness recognizes light when it sees it. And light always,
always triumphs. EEAFRZREEABEZRHE/NHE, BRENEE (FE), b2
FOHEK WEEAEENEIIGED, thEEHE. thERGRE hWESEA/ME
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BIPLHERHE. LRI, BEBF.

So how do we deal with the fallout from a cosmic battle today? You can probably see
places in your history where you've felt it. You've seen a life-or-death battle. You've felt
the presence of darkness or you've seen the triumph of light. Most people | talk to can
see the moments in their lives when they felt like a pawn in a battle that was much
larger than them. (Story) FBEE, T FIMATEH S RKFEHRKEMERRIE ? (RAIEEETIRIE
FHFRIMRERRZEBMMA, MELBINTERZE., MEKLRZITREMGFRE =
EMERER TARNBR, HERMBHXSBABILEIMMMAEEETPREBCHK
Gt MIRE 2 MM PR FROIBLR R, (F)

| John 5:19 says the whole world lies under the sway of evil. There is still a battle for our

freedom. £ # R MEAE R B E F T . MALERMBEBNFEEET

Dallas Willard - the six elements of the human condition. ZERIErEHIE - AZEIK R AYIN
REXR,

Thoughts, Feelings & Decisions 8%, BXZ IR E
Relationships F{%

Body 5§

Soul £

Discipleship or spiritual formation is orienting all of these things around the person and
purpose of Jesus. Oppression is when any one of these things is held captive to
darkness. We see darkness manifest in our thoughts and feelings and then we make
decisions that keep us locked up (story). PFAfESI#&EE B =1L & IE £ BE#EZ BRERAI S48 F0
BRI I EMAELER., BARKELEEY MM —ERERERER. HMEIR
BEAZRMMEEMNRZHER, REIFISEAREZ2Z2RMEEN (#E).

Relationships can keep us stuck in darkness. AR % th ATREE R PR A B,

We see physical bodies held captive to darkness. (Juneteenth). Slavery is always,
always evil. Our bodies can hold us captive to substances that we can’t live without and
then those things have power over us. We become a prisoner of war. & 2l A 8& 4% X
BHEFRED, NATER), NEHRE BENREN, HMMWSERATLEERMIZRMNHK
MBETRBR—LE, RRELEVENEHHEMEETE., HMRABE

Or sometimes we just feel a certain soul sickness. A place that’s stuck or wounded or
waiting to be truly free. HEBFRFHEMARRIEFEERER. —EERFEIZEZEHZ
EFELEBHMMA,

We believe that miracles are part of the mission of God. It was His mission then, it is His
mission now. We don’t have Jesus, but we have the Holy Spirit here - moving and living
and working among us. Jesus said this, HHH{EFER LFEMMN—E5. BEZHHN
Lﬁﬁgﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬂzﬂ’iﬁﬁo BB ERER, BHRMAEEEARMPEET. £EFMIE, B

Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing,



and they will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the
Father. And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.
John 14:12-14

HE R E 14:12-14

NREBEEEAMWESHMM KB E, GEHMABLEMH, T EHEEZME
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BMMEZHNBERREE, ZTLRHM, WRERFRIEIE.
MBIMPMEFTEHNEREE, LR,

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1 /il fii X & 5:1

SEEERTEM WUWEMBLEBH . MUERIGE, TEHW®W K
EO T [N

So the mission of God then was to do the miraculous to set us free and the mission of
god now is to do the miraculous to set us free. And His mission includes us. FrLlf#E
?ﬁ;ﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%‘rﬂﬁéﬁﬂﬁ B, MEEHMERZITHFRERMBH, thHEREER
We are believing for freedom from: FI+BE RN :

-Oppression -[E&H

-Wrong thinking -$&i2 #4978 %

-Relationships that have us bound -5 3 4% #R 48 FOBA 1%

-Substances/addiction -#)E /B &

-Debilitating shame -{ A\ 384 5E S IZEBD

-Chronic debt/poverty -R #{&E7#%/E R

ILLUMINATE 5

LIBERATE f#1X

EDUCATE ¥ &

COLLABORATE &1E

1. Ask God to illuminate any areas in your life that are held captive to darkness.
Thoughts, feelings, decisions, relationships, physical bondage, soul sickness. Ask
Him specifically about lies that you have believed or are believing about your right to
be made free. (I feel chained up to alcohol or to relationships that hurt me or to
thoughts of self-harm or suicide or to shame...) Show me the landscape of the
battlefield inside of me. 1. #73K EFFREARAE P RBRERNZMEREE, BE, RE,
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2. Ask God to set you free. Total, complete liberation from darkness. Ask Him for
the miracle and the gift of freedom. 2. 75K L H MR, BUE. BUEH It RIS i
MR, Rth TR 3B B BT,

3. Ask God to teach you how to stay free. This is the skill of freedom. Fill your mind
with truth. Fill your soul with peace. Cut off the things that keep you in chains or
keep you going back to the tombs. (Celebrate Recovery!) 3. #73K _E &R IN{AT R
FEH, SEREHMERE., AEBIERFMEK, BTERERMHER, YJERERR
HEGEREZEEARTE, (BRRESI!)

4. Ask someone to stand with you in your fight for freedom. A partner, a friend, a
pastor, a leader ... (Again, Celebrate Recovery) 4. R E AR A B BMEkAYBFES
BRfREGTE—S, BB+, AR, tEh. ... (AR, BHRMESI)



