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1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted a by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to

become bread.”

4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth

of God.””

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6°If you are the
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,

and they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. ”



29

7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splen—
dor. 9“All this | will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.
NMThen the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. Matthew 4:1-11 NIV
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| always love to start with the context and for this passage, the context is just one word...” Then”. When? Back
up to the last words of Matthew 3 .. BMBEEEIE L TXERMAR. EREXNE=RME—ERE"EN . ST ERKE
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13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John tried to deter him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased.” Matthew 3:13-17
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So Jesus has been baptized and publicly hugged and kissed by His Father. “This is my Son that | love — | am so
pleased with him.” This is the pinnacle of Jesus’ success. It ought to be the pinnacle of success for all of us,
but we choose lots of other paths to approval — Jesus only knew ONE path to approval and that to make His dad
proud. And here...He’s done it. He just heard the words. Without doing a miracle, without being tested, without
being crucified, he HAS what He needs. And the world has watched as his Father speaks words of life over him.
And then...leads him in the wilderness. In fact, that’s one thing upon which all the gospel narrators agree: The
wilderness trip was not optional. Jesus was led there — some accounts say “driven” there by God. FiIABRER =%
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His wilderness was a place of testing, temptation, hunger and loneliness — and it was caused by the hand of God
Himself. God led Him there. Our wilderness visits could look like seasons of physical pain, relationship break—
downs, financial issues, emotional turmoil. Our wilderness could be made of long stretches of disappointment
and loneliness. Long seasons where it feels there’s just not enough — not enough hope, not enough purpose, not
enough strength for the needs that circle and spin. Last year was a long wilderness for many of us — of isolation
and political strife. The wilderness may look very different for each of us — the only guarantee is that we will face
one or two or twenty seven this side of heaven. While they vary wildly, there are two things that are consistent in
all wilderness seasons...two money back guarantees: 1) Each one holds distinct challenges. 2) Each one holds
distinct opportunities for growth and life and change. There are lots of opportunities, but there are three that |
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1. The wilderness frees us from performance and hypocrisy BEEFIEE Pt 1T AE mF1EZEREN

There’s no one to impress. No one to fool. No one to convince. There’s only one audience member. Jesus
comes face to face with the devil in His wilderness and has to fight for truth with no one watching except His
Father. This, I’'m guessing, is a great training ground for when he moves back into the real world where it feels
everyone is watching. This, I’'m thinking, prepares him for that moment as He hung on a cross on a cosmic stage
with all of creation watching — but focused only on the attention of His Father. The cheap seats are always
watching and they’ll always have an opinion about what you should do or say or believe — the wilderness gives
you the chance to live for an audience of one. IEHMIFTFEFEHENZTRL. RBEAAINUEF, LREABEZER
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2. The wilderness reminds us who we are. IEEFIZEEF PIF I 2H.

In our regular lives, we have a lot of titles and responsibilities and job descriptions. Today I'm a wife and a mom
and a writer and a pastor. It’s easy to take on these labels as indicators that we are good enough. All of those
titles could change and then what do | have? The wilderness has a way of whittling away at our deeply—held
identities. In the end, there are exactly three things | can stake my flag in and say: This is me and this will always
be me. AHRMATRLEF, BFIHBEHAZRENET., WSHEE T, B8R, FREGWE, KELRHTILMARS
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| am seen. | am known. | am loved unconditionally. These are the things | know for sure have been true since
before | took my first breath and will remain true long after my last one. And if these are the truest indicators
of who | AM, then these are clearly the identities that will be most threatened by the enemy of my soul. In the
wilderness, Satan tempts Jesus with lots of things: food for his hunger (that would have worked on me) and the
worship of the world, but the one that seems most insidious to me is “Throw yourself off of this temple — God
will save you...won’t he?” Satan tempts Jesus to prove His father’s goodness and His father’s approval. | can
imagine in this moment, Jesus repeating over and over, “| am His beloved son. He is pleased with me.” “l am
His beloved Son. He is PLEASED with me.” HEREEEIN, KEHEE THRN, RERHBEBHNEE, E=H3
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3. The wilderness quiets the traffic of the world so we can hear God
3. BREFIREE T SRAVNE B R MIREEE R e

Because no one else wants to be there with you. ;) BUT God...He’ll go with you to the hard places. “Where can

| go from Your presence?” To the mountain, the valley, to the depths of hell to the edge of the wild wilderness.
When the traffic of the world is quieted, we have a front row seat to the ways and words of God. EA&EIERE
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The older | get, the more | believe that hearing God is the prize. It’s the thing. It's the point to all of this. And yet
so few people make it a priority. F4C#A, HBSFEINHEERE., E2EH. ERMNERAER, BAIREDLEALE
EEEENEHE.

| got married two years ago and | have the marriage license to prove it. It’s the evidence that we got married.
But | don’t even know where it is — | don’t care about that document even a little — you know what | care about
in my marriage? | care that I'm seen, known and loved unconditionally (or at least as unconditionally as a human
can pull off). WERIKAIE T, WEBBRBEN, BREZMA 7 HMANERER, IREFAIBIES T - FJHR—,
HAER - MAERAEENESMTER? HESNEMER, BTHK, t20EH (ELEHASRBINZOE
=2 .

(Story: speaking...dinner...conversation.) (5 : &%, BE, RXK)

We develop relationship through conversation around a dinner table or around our doubts or around our fears —
but all of our relationship is in the sacred space of shared words. (Aside: every time we take communion, it’s an
opportunity to join Jesus in the wilderness of the cross and experience conversation with Him...experience the
intimacy of relationship there.) BBER £ L 3i/E 5 %5 2 = HEFRMIMNRMB MV E IR - M < B E R
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The wilderness can be filled with doubts about who God is and how He loves. It also can be the very place those
doubts are put to rest. IN this, Jesus models the wilderness as a discipleship training school. EHEEF I BETS M T
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Sometimes the wilderness finds us. You don’t have a choice. You don’t have a say. You land in a lonely place,
filled with long nights, hard days and sometimes those spaces aren’t entirely quiet — they’re often filled with our
own warring thoughts or the words of the evil one. While | can confidently say that God has always met me in my
wilderness seasons, | can say with equal conviction that the enemy has always met me there too. He meets me
with ideas like, “You’re really alone here, aren’t you? Why would a good Father send His kid into a place like
this if He loved her?” He meets me with, “Maybe you won’t survive here. Maybe your faith won’t survive.” &R
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[Story: 2009].  [#+F: 2009]

A few months later, my whole world would fall apart when my husband was diagnosed with ALS, but my vision of
who God was did not waiver an inch during that external shaking. It was in the mysterious seven—day wilderness
caused by | don’t even know what that remains the most desperate week of my life — but also the week where
God met me in ways | can’t describe for a reason | can’t identify — | only know He’s used that time in my life to
teach me not to fear the wilderness. #fE A& E L RZENHALS-ZMMH BHAIRBEME-HROERIHE T, i
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Sometimes those wilderness places find you. Not because God hates you or because he’s testing you, but be—
cause life is hard and not always fair. We are small humans who face big issues like sickness and separation and
injustice and abandonment and heartache. | don’t think God creates every wilderness, not for a minute, but | do
believe He uses every wilderness. | do believe that — as He did with His Son — our good Father will use every
wilderness as a discipleship training school if we’ll let him. BEHEIFLEIEEF I 1R, TR AHBFRERI MR
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Sometimes we choose the wilderness. B FRFHEIZHEET,
Luke 15 says this: EIN@EE15EH:

EEINEEDL:15-16: BEFAN BB EBLE, AESHNAREREE, hEZEAEMNRE. BHRNEIIREES
=

Ho

It’s fascinating to me how many times we see Jesus choose loneliness.  We can choose it, too...it’s just really
counterintuitive. 1RZ/REBEAEDEZIER, BEFEED . BRAMANEEE... REEIFRERBMNES.

[STORY: Wilderness of grief/shame/fear.] [#3: ¥i8/ZE0/EIEAIEET)

This wilderness season went beyond just quiet time in the morning — it required a significant stepping away from
the noise of the world and facing the noise in my own soul. I've done this many times since and it’s never failed
me. EEBFNFHNMEESRERLFNHE—EEREHRLFNEE, MAHKECERTHNIRT., WEINERK
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In the roar of noise in your culture and in the roar of noise inside your own heart and mind, how do you hear the
voice of God? Hearing Him is the prize. Hearing Him and responding to His voice is the heartbeat of relation-
ship. And this is the treasure of the wilderness — it creates a space for conversation. And even knowing this, |
still sometimes fight it with just about everything in me. | fight to maintain my busy schedule and my noisy life.
| avoid turning my vision inward by staying focused on everything swirling around me. I'm trying hard to learn to
go gracefully to the quiet spaces, regardless of what got me there. TE{RXMHIIBEEF, EIRNOFIEERSRNIEE
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| want to finish up with one of my favorite psalms. It speaks to this so clearly. As you consider the current season
of your life and the noise in your world...would you let these words sink into the soil of your soul. Let them sat-
urate your fears about the future or your need for answers or desire to control what’s next. The Holy Spirit speak
through them right into the traffic of your life. BREUKRKZEBNF R —MASKEBENER. CULEEMER
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God is a safe place to hide,
ready to help when we need him.
We stand fearless at the cliff-edge of doom,
courageous in seastorm and earthquake,
Before the rush and roar of oceans,
the tremors that shift mountains...

Attention, alll See the marvels of God!

He plants flowers and trees all over the earth,
Bans war from pole to pole,

breaks all the weapons across his knee.
“Step out of the traffic! Take a long,



loving look at me, your High God,

above politics, above everything.”
11 Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,

God-of-Angel-Armies protects us.
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Benediction 112

Jesus, we are astounded by the way you care for us, amazed by the way you love us. We ask that you would
meet us in the quiet lonely places, meet us in the noise abundant places, meet us in all the places we call home.
We give you our ears this week and we promise we will keep them peeled for your voice, we will keep our eyes on
the lookout for a quiet lonely place, and for how you might show up in it. How we love you. In your name we pray,
Amen! EEBER, BMIAMEBMNEIEEER, AMERMNEES., SUETENENAE RIS, ERSEBHN
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