Seeing Jesus: Healing and Hope
Introduction: Healing + Hope
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Good morning. B L #F

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul writes to discouraged, disillusioned, and disappointed people. He tells them to
encourage each other with these words: 7E TGRS MBTE T - REBESENL ~ LWL EEIA -
it 5 SR AP P 22 Lt T AH 8

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. -1 Thess. 4:13
IEHER e AT E4:13 FEllE TN - TMRBRE S MR AE - BMARMES - G mIEER
AN—F% -

What do we do in response to discouragement and disappointment? F {401 {rf & PO FIE S 2



We grieve, but not as those without hope. {715, B EILE L FIRE /A,

Our hope is Jesus. And we must keep our eyes always fixed on him. FMa0E L 2 ERER, T2 BREZI
1BERES ERRE ERRRY & £

Transition: This is why today we are going to continue our series about Seeing Jesus. Today’s text
was picked weeks ago. In that, we see Jesus’ love and care for us. Today we are going to read a story
about a man named Matthew Levi- who experiences both healing and hope from Jesus. And the gift
that is offered to Matthew is the same gift that will be provided to us- healing and hope—Luke 5 in
your Bibles.
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MVMT 1: The crazy calling of Levi (Luke 5:27-28) F|RHEZEFTZ (FKINEF5:27-28
)

27 After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and
He said to him, “Follow Me.” 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow
Him. -Luke 5:27-28
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e This story picks up immediately after last week- remember when the teenagers ripped the tiles off
the roof to get their desperate friend to the healing hands of Jesus? ;& B # 3 # B 0 3L B &7 LAY
HMERE—ERREREFTOFHTEREMR N, SithfBErARRESIERERMF hEaMERE?

e Jesus forgives his sins and then heals his body. ik e AV SE - RBE G THI B A4S -

e It is no accident that Luke arranges this story right after that one. F&hI{EHEEEE 2 18 ZHEF]ARATEL
FLEIEEA -

e In this story, we are introduced to Levi also known as Matthew-Levi. Yes, that Matthew. The one who
wrote the Gospel of Matthew. fEiE (E#{EE > /M EHEE TR AR A HEAE F B A-FIR - BHY > FLEANME
BR - BEKETEXR -

e His story doesn’t begin when he meets Jesus, but the course of his life is dramatically altered. fif’

AE S BT M8 RESERBEAAHY - TR e ey N BB AL T BURITERY R 4aHY -

e If you are reading through the Bible and you have ever noticed why “tax collector” is a category in
and of itself (even outside of the title “sinners”) it is because they were thought of as the worst of the
worst. YIRIFEEREAIEL » IFFLATEBEIMME “ME" KamE—(@E (E24E “FEA
E{EfEE M) o HERE B FIHEE 2 IR A EYIEA -

e There were sinners, and then there were tax collectors. 5 5E A » B HEfE



o They were sell-outs to the Romans. Extortionists of their own people. If you think the IRS is
frustrating (sorry to any of you that may work for the IRS. Love you!) Roman Tax collectors
were a different breed. fit{fIf2H C &4 T EBEIN » KEEFEIRE SRV - AREEEAEE
EIRHS e AOEEE (A fer m] B R 55 BRI ERA f LARRY N Fonttgifi - 4R | ) 2 HBayi 8
e AR o MRS

o They were absolutely detested for using Rome’s power to further subjugate their own people

for profit. {42 % Al FH 28 BV D &4 — P IER EH S N R DGEERF] 45 -
o They were considered enemies of God and his people. {428 k& AL T B AV UL -

o Not only were they morally bankrupt, but their actions would have made them constantly

ceremonially unclean. fi - (£ B FENEE - i BALFIETT R EAMIEEEERG AR -

o The category they would have been placed in is this: “too far gone” fl1{ & 3% #i i A ERI 2
“E R

e And here comes Jesus, messing everything up. ER#ksR T » A BIEEEEE | -
Transition: Levi, a disciple of Jesus? & : F|5& - B eRAIFIGE 2

How would his other disciples respond? {1y E {th P9 4E & {E{a] K7 JFE ?
How would this tarnish his reputation? = G41{a 35,5 ftlr {2 2

What lead Matthew to this place where he would walk away from literally everything for
Jesus? B (EES [HIE KEE— by, (g & T BRI RE—1) ?

Maybe, despite his station, deep in his soul he was craving to be set free. To be healed, and to have
hope that this was not just his lot in life. t75F » @& LAV RS - EEMIVEIRZ - tSEES
BHH - #EE I EiENMEE B —AaTaniE -

The disciples learn, as do we, that Jesus can see the place of a person's heart which goes
beyond what we can see from their actions. F{EMIFIHAT—FE 7##F] - BEEK A DUE E—E A AL
HIfir B AR 7T Fs B FIRYEHIE] -

Matthew’s actions hurt his own people (and he would have to make amends for that. Sin has
consequences), and yet somewhere deep inside of him was crying out to be set free. & KHY1T F {5
ETHEHCHAR (MAEAILMHRE - SERARREN) - B LZREE Y R 7 AR I
EEEH -

Jesus bids him to leave behind everything and follow him into the unknown. Jesus

invites him to be his student HR kL3It il ~—1)) - PREEM 2 ARFAYH R o Bk

s 4

Leave behind the old labels and all that come with them to join this homeless wandering Rabbi. Jesus
sees Matthew and invites him to a whole new life. I5HEEAE S DL K BE > Ak —1) > I AGS (B SR A
BRI AURTLEL « B R FLE BS R85 it 28 e Y A0

And Matthew goes. Bt IZBIERTE T HEfik -



Verse 29

MVMT 2: The Strange Dinner Party (Luke 5:29-30) — : HRHKMEES

29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax
collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 30 The Pharisees and
their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the tax
collectors and sinners?” -Luke 5:29-30

B% S0 %8 & 5:29-30

VARXREECRELNRARBERE AHFLREMAMIANEMM —RELRE,
NEFMEBEAMXTHARNMBGKMPAERESER MPAAEENRELEFEA—RIZE
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e Matthew throws a party. Strange thing for a social outcast. E RXREFER A, EH —EH EEHEAKR
=—HFENE,

e Notice that the other guests are people just like Matthew- Tax collectors and sinners. o It’s likely
that they had no friends, and their families would have disowned them. If they were to have any
community, it would be only of themselves. FEFIHEMMWEAtWBER— K —REMEAN, BaTEE
iR AR R, AR A R4 IRt MIE T ELENEE BRERAREMA,

e Matthew has means and resources. E XA MBI ER,
o What is a sign of a changed heart? — B8 & #:10 RURZ S5 2 H BEIE 2
m Matthew goes from living for himself to serving others. EX# A B S M;EEBRREF
Ao
m He gives away his position and power to others. fth3E{th 8441 & FOAE LRI A,
m He brings people together to meet Jesus. #h#F A2k 225 HRER

e And then there are the Pharisees. 3— A EEHEFIE AN,
o Bo talked a lot about them last week. IA4Ef7E L BN tMETES .

o It's dangerous to think of them as the villains in the story. AR 0;EFEANE LK EENRE A
Y= EkRr,

o They should serve as a mirror as much as they do a warning. Bl 2 H M E &, th 2 M
IR F o
m They are offended by the grace of Jesus. #h{fi#XERERAY R E S 30,
e They want justice, not grace. iR E A&, T2 EH,

o There’s blood on Matthew’s hands. £ E XM F L H &M,

o If this man is really of God, if he really was the Messiah, he would destroy Matthew not
forgive him. 31 A (BRR) EMEH, tEMIWED, thERREAMT I &M,

m It is interesting that they turn to tell the disciples this. They don’t address Jesus, but
rather shame his disciples for following Jesus. B B2 %I FE AN ERFIGEME LS
iR ERERERER, ANEE 3 BRFEER SR A PIREFI 2= 158 o

Transition: There is immense tension in this story. Jesus responds... Verse 31 ;@& : £ 52 B EEH

RREIR S, BREREIFE. . 3180



MVMT 3: Jesus brings healing and hope to the broken (Luke 5:31-32) = : BRik# 2 28
BB EREENA

31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician,
but those who are sick. 32 “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
-Luke 5:31-32

B S0 18 & 5:31-32

31 Hfiﬁii’fﬂﬂﬁuﬁ @FE’JA FEBE . ARHOATARFTE.
NERAXTZERABH, HE2EEEA

e This is revolutionary teaching. i& 2SI &,
e Who are the sick/sinners in this story? 528 BB iR ERMEREHA?

o Is it Just Matthew-Levi? The other Tax-collectors? The Sinners? EFZ2REEX—FIX? &
EMREM? EAM?

o The disciples? FA%E ?

o The grumbling Pharisees and Scribes? Bt BEF BEAF XM ?

e It's all of them. ML HZ ?

e Each one of them needs the Great Physician. Each one of them i |s sick. Each one is a sinner needing

to repent. B — AT EEMARELE, 5 —EHRRERN. E—EHREFEAZTEIER.
e And so do we. Efth 2 —#.

e We have covered this in recent weeks, but sin is a corruption of good. Sinning is living into that

corruption. It is destructive to us and to those around us. It is deceptive and alluring, and

dehumanizing. EM&IAEEI TEE FEREEXIFMBUR, LRITERENE ., EHBMAMEMREEN
AZRIRMM. EHERERME, FIEME, FME AL,

e Sin always has consequences. In our lives, and those around us. SFE 2 E R R, EHMAMEMEE
B ARIAESRT,

e Jesus doesn’t just want us to stop sinning because he said so. He wants us to turn away because it
is destroying us and all those around us. BRAF R 2/ LHEMABILE, RAMEMMIHKE, thHERK
Mgl RaRaEREMMEMEENA,

e He moves towards us for our own good, not so we can just keep an arbitrary set of rules. 2k 2% T
BMMEE FTRAREEMES —EREFIERIER.
e Everyone needs that. MEMEBEATNEE,

e But here, Jesus makes it clear that some won’t respond. {B7£5248, ERERR B R MR BABE M AT E R
F&.



e If you don’t think you are in need of this grace, you are also who he is speaking to. The Pharisees
and Scribes don’t get it and ironically they are completely missing the God they claim to worship. a1

MARAMBFEEERLE, MUBMRFOHR, ZFBEAMXTERAZE - ANHIMRMATE
il T M ER IR SEFR AL,

Transition: This passage leads us to a response. Who are we in this story? How will we respond to the
grace of Jesus? Like Matthew-Levi or like the Pharisees? i@ : i& FR & IR H M2 — B RIFE, 1188
EhHEMEBH ? HMAEREERFMNER ? REBEERX—FIRERBGEFNEAN?

Response: Valley of Trouble/Rebellion into a Door of Hope [B1fE : 1 R & /{= 14 LI A BBy 22
zF

Matthew-Levi’s story reveals to us the hope we have in Jesus. B AK—F k8080 S & 57 3 M 3 £ BREF
HEHEMIRE

Here is the Good News: Your Mistakes don’t have to define you. & 21FE B RMIEE IR R E &R,

Consequences? Yes. Journeying through the consequences of your sin will be your pathway to healing

and wholeness. 28R ? 2, KRR FFRKMNEZREMNREZMABTEALATNTEMNER,

Ready for more good news? Not only do your mistakes NOT define you, but you have hope for your

future. 2 fRIFE LT E R ? FERRTBRIMMERTESR, MEMRERKRANE

Matthew: B X :

For three years, Matthew would be a student to Jesus. = F I, EXZIRERMNE L,
One day he would compile his own Gospel account. And get this... It's often known as the Gospel to

the Hebrews. F— R EERME SHES L. SEREM. . . EAEERRBAZAFTHRARY

E =] %o
Once a tax collector who took advantage of the Hebrew people. #£ il — BRI ARANFIERE,

Now an emissary of Jesus writing a Gospel account especially to the very people he once hurt This
is the crazy turn-around of Matthew's story! IR7E Al A ERER R4S E, AERIEEMABESTE,
Levi- means joined F|R—EEBZMA

Matthew- the gift of YHWH. & X—HRFIZEITED,

The radical gift of the grace of Jesus now defines Matthew’s life. EREREI R ABAMEMEERT B
AT E,

Church history tells us that he would go on to take the Gospel to Ethiopia, where he would eventually
be martyred for his faith. AEMEL HFFREMMzBFEE/ERINKRELE, thEREERE AMmE
M,

Matthew’s mistakes and failures were not the end of Matthew’s story. And your mistakes do not need
to be the end of your story either. EARMISERFIAB AL T BERNMEWHER. MHWERBT—ERIRE



EHEER.
Frame Response time around Hosea 2:14-15 & 22 B FER Z| £ R FA P Z 2:14-15

14“Therefore | am now going to allure her;

| will lead her into the wilderness

and speak tenderly to her.

15 There | will give her back her vineyards,

and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.

There she will respond as in the days of her youth,

as in the day she came up out of Egypt. -Hosea 2:14-15

AAEFE214R KRBT L H B0 8038 ¥R < -0 E

215 e MELR ZvBHthaasE XHLIIASEFLEEZNM UL AEREEE.
(SEFHIE), BYFMAF—K BRI ERMVFEMER.

The Valley of Achor was a place of shame. Brokenness. It was named after one of the darkest parts of
Israel’'s story. It was to be remembered as a cautionary tale of what happened when Israel gave into sin
and rebellion. R R E—EINE 2, Wik, EULUBIETEIRRBENREZ—T4, a—BZ
TERSE, HIEAREHNEEURIABARENRRERZENSIE,

Achor literally means “trouble” EEE|F @ LHE R 2 ‘FIE"

The Valley of Trouble. What once marked the darkest day of Israel’s story would be transformed by God
into a door of hope. FFEZ &, ERIZHEZLURIIER L RERM—X, BERBEHERTHEZM,

This is the work of God in Matthew-Levi’s life. sE 27 B AX- flRkE D #g T4,
This is the work of God in your life. ;& 2 #7ERAE R P T /E,
This is the work of God in the life of this church. iE 27 EEAKE £ T 7k,

Personal Response {& A [E] /&

Where do | need healing? EHHEAEHREEEA,

How do | need hope? HEXREEIRE ?

How can | celebrate the healing and hope in my life? B ERBRE A G PR ATINE,
What is your Valley of Trouble that Jesus can turn into a Door of Hope? {1 & 2 {/} it E8 £ 25 HR &%
AT LA R AR EM 7

B4- LbEmMA SRS

If you need any evidence that this can happen in your individual life, let me encourage you by
what God has been up to in our lives- the life of B4 Church. Over the decades we have been
through hard seasons, and Jesus has always seen us through. N R{REE(E[EIFEZAE TR
AEMUBEANEG P, BREAMERME R PATIBRFEIR—BIR G L, B +EK,
FAEE T REMAMFL, MR —ERFERMEBHEA,




[List so many amazing B4 things.] [5|221E £ B4& & £ 1F#IE]
Valley’s of Trouble into Doors of Hope. B & 2 85 % R i) 22 5

Jesus isn’t done with your story. BRiF ;@ B SRR E SR P AIRE,
He isn’'t done with ours either. fthth ;2 B R EMHEHN,

The best is yet to come. =R IF R EEEEE,
Prayer ig&

Song #1 I —

Song #2 55

Benediction f1i&



