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Thesis: At the intersection of our desperate faith and the power of God is a miracle.  
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Can you believe we’re already in August? The summer is flying by and what I thought was going to be 
restful has turned out to be quite full! Anyone else?  
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I had grand plans of slowing down, taking vacations, and having “nothing” on the calendar. Then in 
true-to-me style I filled it up. My husband and I do have some good rhythms of slowing down though. In 
the evening once everything is finished, cleaned, and reset for the next day we sit down on the couch 
and have shows we watch through. Recently Guardians of the Galaxy and Flash both came out. We’re 
a Marvel house, but hot take we thought Flash was better. /
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I’ll just pause here and say I’m definitely about to give some spoilers to the Flash movie. Now is your 
time to decide whether you wanna stay or leave. /
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Ok back to the show. /
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I kind of feel bad because in the Marvel universe, the past few movies and shows are all about time 
travel and the multiverse, so when we were watching Flash it seemed … unfair? /
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Essentially the Flash learns if he runs fast enough he can travel back in time. For him this is significant 
because his mom died when he was young and is now able to see her again. Well like any good time 
travel plot goes, you’re not supposed to interact with your past self because blah blah blah, and as 
every story plays out he is stuck in an alternate universe, meets his past self, things go terribly wrong. 
Flash 1 is able to heal from the trauma but Flash 2 keeps going back to stop certain other main 
characters from dying. Flash 1 quickly realizes it doesn't matter how many times you try to change the 
outcome of an event, certain things are bound to happen. /
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They call these inevitable intersections /
b�ùú¬ÉÌûü�DE·I 

Inevitable intersections are events in time that are going to or have to happen, so if you jump through 
time and space however many times you want, Micheal Keaton Batman is going to die every time. /
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I warned you I was going to spoil it. /
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Pause. I am not about to argue the theology of inevitable intersections (though that would be super 
fun to study), but there is something very intriguing about connecting timing to purpose.  
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A few years ago I was reading the story we’re looking into today and the timing of these healings stuck 
out to me. What seem like “coincidences” are divine moments that call the people in this story-- and us- 
into deeper faith as we examine our own desires and expectations. What happens when we find 
ourselves at the intersection of desperation and the power of God?  
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The story we have today is found in 3 of the 4 Gospels.  
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READ PASSAGE.  
:;)* 

LUKE 8:40-56 NIV 40 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting 
him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him 
to come to his house 42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.  As Jesus was on 
his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding 
for twelve years,[c] but no one could heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his 
cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.  45 “Who touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all 
denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” 46 But Jesus said, 
“Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.”  47 Then the woman, seeing that she 
could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told 
why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”  49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the 
house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher 
anymore.” 50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 
51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and 
James, and the child’s father and mother.52 Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for 
her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.”  53 They laughed at him, knowing that she 



was dead. 54 But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at 
once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56 Her parents were 
astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.  
路加福音 8:40-56 : 40 耶穌回到對岸，受到等候在那裡的百姓的歡迎。 41 一個名叫雅魯的會堂主管

走過來俯伏在耶穌腳前，求耶穌到他家去，因為他有一個大約十二歲的獨生女快要死了。 42 耶穌前去

雅魯家的時候，人群擁擠著祂。 43 有一個患了十二年血漏病的婦人耗盡了積蓄，到處求醫，但沒有人

能醫治她。 44 婦人擠到耶穌的背後，摸了一下祂衣服的穗邊，她的血漏立刻止住了。 45 耶穌問：“

誰摸我？”沒有人說摸過祂。彼得說：“老師，眾人都在擁擠你。” 46 耶穌卻說：“一定有人摸了我

，因為我感覺有能力從我身上出去。” 47 那婦人知道無法隱瞞，就戰戰兢兢地走過來，俯伏在耶穌腳

前，把她摸了耶穌的衣裳後頑疾馬上痊癒的始末當眾說了出來。 48 耶穌對她說：“女兒，你的信心救

了你！安心回去吧。” 49 耶穌還在說話的時候，有人從雅魯家趕來，對雅魯說：“你的女兒已經死了

，不用麻煩老師了。” 50 耶穌聽見，就對雅魯說：“不要怕，只要信。你的女兒一定會好的！” 51 

到了雅魯家，耶穌只准彼得、雅各、約翰和雅魯夫婦跟祂進去。 52 屋內的人都在為那女孩哀傷哭泣，

耶穌說：“不要哭，她沒有死，只是睡著了。” 53 眾人就譏笑祂，因為他們明明知道那女孩死了。 54 

耶穌拉著那女孩的手，說：“孩子，起來！” 55 她的靈魂就回來了，她立刻站了起來。耶穌吩咐人給

她東西吃。 56 她的父母非常驚訝，耶穌卻囑咐他們不要把這事傳開。 
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This means something happened 12 years ago: the best thing: a daughter was born, and the worst: a 
woman became sick. For twelve years these two women’s lives were traveling toward each other.  
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National Treasure - Ben Franklin glasses. Depending on how the lenses are lined up, you see 
different clues to the map. þâ/&/Æ:Óã#äyåIÆæå��É0tç�èG.på~è��LÉ
0�éêI 

Certain combinations give you just enough, but all together laid over and you see the full 
picture. ö�ëEì.�¶Ê�MG¤¤ýåF�.ÌU�LÔ�íæI 

We have these two stories today lined up with each other. Independently they give us a great example 
of a miracle, a woman healed of bleeding, a little girl raised from the dead. But together we have a 
more full picture. <ùR�îs�Ú*ýåF�I¸�ïÛ~¬R�ðñMF�fÅ$%�ògGFwó
hi�ô�Ð'(GF�kflíéåkI¤åF�R�¶�M§Îæ�íæI 

A woman was healed. But we also have the healing of Peter’s faith. A movement of him toward 
wholeness by expanding his understanding of the power of God in Jesus. I don’t know if the crowd 
stopped and hushed while Jesus spoke to her, but through her testimony, the town was healed. She 
went from being the well known unclean to walking the streets testifying the power of Jesus. It’s an 
obvious healing that the little girl was brought back to life. But the hearts of the mourning and grieving 
were healed. Jairus is a synagogue official. Church leadership has a moment of healing through 
Jairus. Fwô�Ð'(I¤¤R�K[LMu[���'(Iõz½Ûb¶$å¤¥öÅ����Gb
{�M�ÔIRÉÇ­å¤¥ÈÓ74�¥¦G¤²�÷©È�søÈ�G¤¤õzÓ��ùGÔ�ú
û[L'(IÓâü-ýÇ�É/�{LÅ���ù¤¥�Å�IkflåkMG}þu¤'(I¤¤
ÿ!õ"äM�S[LM'(I#$¤pú�%7Iop�&'õz#$[LM'(�¥GI 

We’re looking at desperate situations with an absolute need and desire for God to intervene, and 
expectation: that if they went to Jesus, something could happen. R�~åæëS"�qÞÈG�Î
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I served at Day camp a few weeks ago as a small group leader for 3rd graders. One day we had a 
game where we passed out pictures of different people that kids each got one of. They had to describe 
the person on the card without giving it away too much. )©R*+AÀ,GÖ¬$?-�këëÊIF
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The first kid went and said “hmm. This is someone who does magic tricks”. Any guesses on who he 
was describing? Yea, a magician. �F�lg{�©7C8G}¤F�p¹9:��FI��;Lb¤<
MOP¶�GFw9:°I 

 
It went around the group and the last girl had Jesus. I was very interested in what she was going 
to say. I assumed “Son of God” or “Died on the Cross.” ¸=x�÷ÙMF>vG�vF�fl?
LM¤¥IR¶ÓÊ7�4Vc�1IR;cC$�pgFýØCíår@A�IF 

What she said was “This person performed a lot of miracles”.Ó7�¤C}��èM°9�$%I” 

This is the reputation of Jesus, which is why the woman and Jairus went up to him on that day. They 
didn’t know for certain that something would happen but they knew something could. }¶¤¤¥��
uI}¶¤Aùô�õ#$=}b�T¹Ib�ÉÇ­p�øT:*qG¤¤b�Ç­p�*q�ø
I 

On this day they were desperate. At rock bottom with no other place to turn. They asked 
themselves “where do I go?” “to whom do I run?” And into their memory came Jesus - å}ùG
b�S"MIFåBCGn�DÙ�@pIb�.wyCR=EéPFCR=}<PF/uv¤¥|1
b��YF`/& 

They had already seen miracles happen through Jesus. They believed in what Jesus could do 
because of what they had seen around Him. Healing, teaching, being. Everywhere He went a ripple 
effect of lives changed around Him. Whether they realized it or not, this desperation produced faith. 
Faith isn’t believing in what you can’t see. It’s believing what you can’t see based on what you can. 
b�K)õz¤¥�L$%�øIb�J�¤¥ÌU¹LG¹¬b��LvýG�ø�F�I'(×
o�×HåIñòb{LEéGvýG�øI��øMJKD¯I��É¤J�.�ÉL�LMI¸
¤m¿.�L�LMJ�.�ÉL�LMI 

So as this twelve year journey was nearing its end, a woman strapped on her sandals, a man 
grabbed his bag, and with desperation and expectation they moved toward Jesus. ¿¤�á=?�Á
r��NuGô�O�Ó�PQGR�S�b�LG�xS"õQ"Gb�{�¤¥I 
 
 
TRANSITION: What do they encounter? The power of God./T�#b�ÝLMT:P/$�Å�I 
 
[Ò\]Ú/>1/[OHKZa/�$·#�<I 

\f/âKZÑK/25Ù/ÞKÑPÑ/JfOHÑ/ÑOÜKOfK/^OP_ÝK_/á\Ü/ßK_IPÑK/^ÝK/`OHKZ/ÝI_/]OfK/OP^/^ZOÜ/á\Üa/å�/25/
�`G¤¥Ç­��UMbG¹¬�<âbì�ä=MI 



ÚÝ\Ñ/\Ñ/I/âKZM/^PffM/Ñ_KfK/^O/^Ý\fJ/IßOP^a/ÚÝKMnZK/ßIZKQM/IßQK/^O/HIQJ/^ÝZOP]Ý/^ÝK/_ZOH_/ÝOH/`I_JK_/\^/
\ÑÙ/If_/ÞKÑPÑ/ÑIMÑ/ÑOÜKOfK/^OP_ÝK_/á\Üa/Ò^/_OPZÑK/[K^KZnÑ/`ZOßIßQM/^Ý\fJ\f]/ÝOH/_O/\/ZKÑ`Of_/
H\^ÝOP^/ßK\f]/_Of_KÑ_Kf_\f]a/YP^/^ÝK/^OP_Ý/ÞKÑPÑ/\Ñ/^IQJ\f]/IßOP^/\Ñ/I/^ZIfÑ^KZa/\^nÑ/fO^/I/ßPÜ`/\f^OÙ/\^nÑ/
I/ZKI_Ý/O^/^I\^Ýa/}¤F�\]�1�VWI/b�¼®ñ¥ÍzXY��÷G¤¥�7��UMbI/�u
Gu[Ì�åcR×Èp³¯8Éþ[Z?[ªëÈI/¤¤¥-7�\U¤F¦Ù]I/}É¤F÷^u
_LG8¤F¦�@�\`I 

In Acts 2 Luke quotes the book of Joel. Verse 17 says “in the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people.”/ÚÝK/MOPf]/H\QQ/ÑKK/â\Ñ\OfÑ/If_/^ÝK/OQ_/H\QQ/_ZKIÜ/_ZKIÜÑa/åabè��Ïc`G+,8d
MjeXI/�áf�7#Cågv�AgGRÊ¬R�Shij�hk�IF/?l�p�LmnGo?�
p¹pI 

ÚÝK/`OHKZ/O^/qO_/Of/IQQ/`KO`QK/&/^Ý\Ñ/ÜKIfÑ/^ÝK/Pf_QKIfÙ/^ÝK/MOPf]Ù/^ÝK/_OPß^\f]Ù/^ÝK/
_KÑ`KZI^Ka/�B��<å-���ì�JJ}ïoxÉ/��×?l�×rs��×S"��
I 

Healing isn’t for those who “have it all figured out”. ÞKÑPÑ/_OKÑf�^/_OÜK/^O/ÝKZO/^ÝK/C]OO_F/
`KO`QK/OP^/O^/^ÝK/`ZKÑKf_K/O^/^ÝK/CßI_Fa/(?ÉtEA�CK)u�vF�F��I/¤¥�lÉ¤
ÊwtC�F�xyCzF��¢{I 

He comes to transform our perspective and expectations. To increase our faith. 
b���R���·õQ"I/�|,R����I/ 
 
Sometimes we experience an answer to our prayers in the way we expect, other times our prayers are 
answered in ways we don’t expect. The point isn’t to get something out of it, but ^ÝI^/MOPZ/KMKÑ/HOPQ_/
ßK/O`KfK_/^O/^ÝK/Ü\ZI_QKÑ/IQQ/IZOPf_/PÑa/YKMOf_/^ÝK/Oßâ\OPÑÙ/^ÝKZKnÑ/I/ß\]]KZ/Ü\ZI_QK1/ÚÝK/`OHKZ/O^/
qO_/\Ñ/ZKâKIQK_/If_/`OPZK_/OP^/Of/`KO`QKa/�¥R����pUR�Q"��è[L³¯G�¥R��
��pUR�ïcÉL��è[L³¯I/Ï·É¤â`[LT:G8¤.�yzp}ºG�LR�ýG
�H%I/~Mþ8���*qúyG`�F�§Å�H%#�B��<Ð��l�÷å��ì�I 

ÚÝ\Ñ/\Ñ/HÝI^/HK/_KÑ`KZI^KQM/fKK_a/àK/fKK_/á\Ñ/^ZIfÑ^OZÜ\f]/`OHKZa/}¤R���;Ê�I/R�;Êb
����<I 

\/]K^/\^a/áKIQ\f]/\Ñ/ÝIZ_a/ÐK_OâKZM/\Ñ/ÝIZ_a/ÚÝK/`ZO_KÑÑ/O^/ßK_OÜ\f]/HÝOQK/\Ñ/ÝIZ_a/RÇ­I/'(¤�
��I/�å¤���I/�[�Ô�zr¤���I 

YP^/^Ý\Ñ/\Ñ/^ÝK/ÝKIZ^/O^/^ÝK/[OZ_1/ÚÝI^/MOP/HOPQ_/ßK/ÜI_K/HÝOQKa/¤}¶¤!��ï#�.��I 



That tÝK/`OHKZ/O^/qO_/HOPQ_/`OPZ/OP^/^ZOÜ/á\Ü/If_/ZKÑ^/Of/MOPa/ÐKÑ^/Of/G[[/`KO`QKa/$��<pâv
ì���ä�l�å.ì�I/�å-��ì�I 
 
TRANSITION: Do you need a miracle? z�1/.;ÊH%OP 

G�Ú\Ò]1/è§# 

LOâK/^OHIZ_/qO_a/`ZIMÙ/ZKI_Ý/OP^Ù/JfKKQa/�O/HÝI^/MOPnâK/]O^/^O/_O/^O/`OÑ^PZK/MOPZÑKQ^/^O/ZK_K\âK/á\Ñ/
`OHKZa/\^nÑ/fO^/IßOP^/ÑIM\f]/^ÝK/Z\]Ý^/HOZ_Ñ/OZ/JfOH\f]/IQQ/^ÝK/Z\]Ý^/^Ý\f]ÑÙ/\^nÑ/IßOP^/ÑKIZ_Ý\f]/MOPZ/
ÝKIZ^Ù/^\f_\f]/^ÝI^/_KK`/_OHf/HK/IZK/IQQ/_KÑ`KZI^K/^OZ/I/^OP_Ý/O^/^ÝK/áOQM/N`\Z\^a/{��BI/��×�
ä£× ÈI/¹.³4¹�*qG�wy¹�����b��<I/}É¤Ê7~}�4ýÇ­-�~
}�*qG8¤Ê��.��G�°R�´�NF�!"íS�\UI 

G/Ü\ZI_QK/\Ñ/HI\^\f]/^OZ/MOPa/YP^/MOP/_Ifn^/ÜIJK/\^/ÝI``Kfa/�OPnZK/fO^/Ñ^ZOf]/OZ/ÑÜIZ^/OZ/
`OHKZ^PQ/KfOP]Ýa/�OP/_Ifn^/Ñ^O`/MOPZ/ßQKK_\f]/OZ/ZI\ÑK/MOPZÑKQ^/^ZOÜ/^ÝK/_KI_a/H%~å�x
.I/¤.ñ¥�¸�øI/.É���×É��ª×É��ÅI/.ñ¥êhGKñ¥�wyâ
íéåkI 

YP^/qO_/_Ifa/¤$ÌUI 

GZK/MOP/\f/fKK_/O^/ÝKIQ\f]�/GÑJa/.;Ê(?OPò.vI 

GZK/MOP/\f/fKK_/O^/ÜOZK/^I\^Ý�/GÑJa/.;Ê§9���OP/ò.vI 

GZK/MOP/Ñ^IZ\f]/I^/ÑOÜK^Ý\f]/_KI_/OZ/_M\f]/ÝIâ\f]/fO/\_KI/ÝOH/MOPnZK/]O\f]/^O/]K^/^ÝZOP]Ý�/GÑJ/
^ÝK/N`\Z\^/^O/_OÜKa/.¤²~�xF�í=ý�í�LMGÉÇ­Èp?zP/òíSêëI 
 
àÝKf/^ÝK/Q\^^QK/]\ZQ/\f/ÜM/ÑÜIQQ/]ZOP`/ÑI\_/ÞKÑPÑ/HIÑ/ÑOÜKOfK/HÝO/`KZ^OZÜK_/Ü\ZI_QKÑÙ/\/ÑK\�K_/
^ÝI^/O``OZ^Pf\^M/ZKIQ/�P\_Ja/\/IÑJK_Ù/CáIâK/IfM/O^/MOP/K�`KZ\Kf_K_/I/Ü\ZI_QK�F/ÒfK/J\_/ÑI\_Ù/C\/PÑK_/
^O/ßK/I^ZI\_/O^/^ÝK/_IZJÙ/ßP^/^ÝKf/\/`ZIMK_/If_/\nÜ/fO^/ÑO/I^ZI\_/IfMÜOZKaF/GfO^ÝKZ/]O^/Ñ^P_J/\f/I/
_QOÑK^/HÝ\QK/`QIM\f]/Ý\_K/If_/ÑKKJ/If_/ÑÝK/`ZIMK_/If_/ÝKZ/ßZO^ÝKZ/_IÜK/If_/^ZKK_/ÝKZa/�Rkë`
�kfl7¤¥¤ãÔH%��¥GRVËS�M}�@pI/R.#C.�`��)ÀzH%OPF/
F�lg7#CRU©V��G¤v�R��MGR¶ÉËA:��MIF/�F��å.�£�¥Ð�
å��éGÓ��GÓ� ¡�tMÓI 

GÑ/I/]ZOP`/HK/]O^/^O/]\âK/OfK/]\ZQ/ÝKZ/âKZM/^\ZÑ^/Y\ßQKa/Gf_/HK/IQQ/_ÝKKZK_a/Ö¬F�këGR�[U¢ì
F�flÓ��FÆí)I/R��¬vÁHI 

It doesn’t matter big or small, the Lord will pick the perfect time to meet you and pour out His power on 
you. This season you’re in right now might be the start of your miracle. You might be 12 years in the 



making. Don’t lose faith. Instead, allow yourself to become desperate. Allow your  
faith to be bold. As our faith increases so does the power of God. And vice versa: Every time God 
reveals His power to us it is to increase our faith. *qñòÅkG!�p£¤�¥�¥À��.Gl
¬b��<��å.ì�I/.°å-F�}�¦�Ì�¤.H%�º»I/.Ì�;Êá=?�¥À§
�µÊI/ÉÊ<=��I/JDG¨°wy�[S"I/¨°.��©Åª«¬I/�R����|�¥
G$��<Kp|�I/Dú­u#®÷$�R�þªb�Å�¥G�¤¬M|�R����I 

\/^Ý\fJ/HK/fOH/JfOH/HÝI^/ÝI``KfÑ/HÝKf/OPZ/_KÑ`KZI^\Of/ßK_OÜKÑ/^I\^Ý/If_/\f^KZÑK_^Ñ/H\^Ý/^ÝK/`OHKZ/
O^/qO_a/NOÜK^Ý\f]/ZKIQQM/ßKIP^\^PQa/G/Ü\ZI_QKa/RcR�°åÇ­�R��S"�µ�@lA$�<C
JD®¥p�øT:I/pä°���*qIF�/H%I 

àKnZK/]O\f]/^O/PÑK/^ÝK/ZKÑ^/O^/OPZ/^\ÜK/^O]K^ÝKZ/^O/ZKÑ`Of_a/GfMOfK/H\^Ý/I/fIÜK/^I]/\Ñ/ZKI_M/^O/`ZIM/
H\^Ý/MOP/\^/MOP/HIf^/^O/eO\f/H\^Ý/ÑOÜKOfKa/\^/MOP/^KKQ/Q\JK/HOZÑÝ\`\f]/If_/ZKÑ`Of_\f]/Of/MOPZ/OHfÙ/^KKQ/
^ZKK/^O/_O/^ÝI^/IÑ/HKQQa/R�¬;d¯È�¥ÀF�¹ä³¯I/ÈZ.cAö�F�Ç�Gop���
°������A.F�Ç�I/ÈZ.cwyBCl¹ä³¯GKÌUÉï}Ö¹I 
 
But please, whatever you choose to do, don’t check out. Engage. Posture yourself to receive the 
power of God. I don’t know if something will happen for you right now, but I believe that something 
cana/¤±Å²ñò£¤¹T:G�ÉÊc³ºI/´A|�I/µ��wy���$�<CI/RÉÇ­
°å¤²p�øT:å.ì�G¤RJ�}¤Ì��I 

RESPONSE SONG ³¯BCDE 

ÒPZ/`IÑÑI]K/Kf_Ñ/H\^Ý/ÞKÑPÑ/ÜOâ\f]/Of/^O/^ÝK/fK�^/Ü\ZI_QKÙ/If_/QKIâ\f]/^ÝK/`OHKZ/O^/qO_/`OPZK_/OP^/
Of/^ÝK/`KO`QKa/R��)*Y¶¿¤¥·¸ÈF�H%Gl¬$��<�÷å��ì�I 

àOPQ_/MOP/O`Kf/MOPZ/ÝIf_Ñ/^O/ZK_K\âK/^ÝK/YKfK_\_^\Of�/.�ï3ºÇ£��¹�OP 

BENEDICTION: ¹� 

LIM/HK/ßK/`KO`QK/_KÑ`KZI^K/^OZ/^ÝK/OP^`OPZ\f]/O^/^ÝK/N`\Z\^/O^/qO_a/�¡ º»µ¬��;Ê$�Sh
i��I 

LIM/HK/ßK/`KO`QK/K�`K_^If^/^ÝI^/I/Ü\ZI_QK/\Ñ/`OÑÑ\ßQK/\f/OPZ/OHf/Q\âKÑa/�R�µ¬QRwyøI`ÌU
ä°H%��I 
 
In the words of Jesus “God in Peace” U¤¥/¼õÅú$n/�45GUv�í�G/±û_ 


