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Greetings...it’s so good to be back with you...I’m thankful for Pastor Bo
and CIiff — the way they’ve held such a significant assignment with grace
and humility and a constantly learning and growing posture...
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Happy Father’s Day...I’ve noticed something in many churches, that on
Mother’s Day we honor the mom’s and on Father’s Day we rebuke the
Dad’s...let’s not do that — instead let’s honor the Father’s in the house and
the way | want us to do that today is by reading a liturgy that Pastor Steve
Mitchell wrote and then pray for our Dad’s... invite the Dad’s to lift their
hands as receiving a gift...
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EVERY-MOMENT-HOLY-STYLE LITURGY:
BREZIMNEREE:

Many are the daily tasks a dad must do.
FEZHAEEHBERXRLEM,

Meet us therefore in our labors as fathers, O Father of all

With your provision that we might rest well with our families;
With your favor that we might lay hold of our legacy;

With your protection that we might escape the snares laid for us;
And with Your Presence, that we may not lose our way.
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Give us strength as we toil

In the planning;

And the traveling;

And the building;

And the coaching;

Through endless demands and inevitable discouragement.
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Grant us the wisdom of stewardship

So that pursuing our daily bread

Does not consume the whole of our lives.
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High King of Heaven, the Servant of All,
Be our inspiration and our ambition,
Our healer and our guide

Our faithfulness and our joy.
XEMERTTE, EERNEA,
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Lead us to freedom through your love



From the wounds we’ve suffered
From the lies we’ve believed
From sin that would cage us.
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We offer ourselves to you freely in our vocation

To love our families

To care for their needs

And, to share the stories of our scars and victories with those
who follow.
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Amen
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Let’s thank our Dad’s for their lives and contributions to us all...

R MIRHR, B MM E B R MRE ANER...

| believe this is a mission-critical moment in the life of the Church... a
crossroads moment... | think we are in danger of losing the Christ in our
Christianity... How we embody the life and love of Jesus in this cultural
moment matters...
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One of my favorite of Paul’s letter is the book of Philippians...Paul has so
much to teach us how to navigate the cultural realities we currently live
in...
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PRAY...
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Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has

happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel.

Philippians 1:12 NIV
B, ZFEEMRMEE, HFrEanER 2UEsET,
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Background for “what happened” to Paul is in Acts 21 through 28...
REMRENS MERREFEFTE21 ZE28F...

He wanted to go to Rome as a preacher, he went as a prisoner...{th 18 & &

REEEHL, HRARTHEL...

We see his perspective on suffering, persecution, and trouble — that they

would advance the gospel...that everything Paul experiences would serve

to advance the gospel... MBI EZH . BENHRIENE L —cMEE
2e.. . REMEEMN—VHREFINRERE...

The word “advance” is a Greek military term referring to the army
engineers who go before the troops to open the way into new territory.
Instead of finding himself confined as a prisoner, Paul discovered that his
circumstances opened up new areas of ministry.l Bl | — 37 = 7 Bf & F 4l
iE, EEAESKEITEFAEEAT R L ERMEE TN, RELERERE
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In this passage, Paul describes himself not as a warrior but as an engineer
— like John the Baptist, who prepared the way for the Lord — he saw
himself paving the way for Jesus in the lives of people all over the Roman
empire, including Philippi and Rome. Clearing out barriers and making the
gospel more accessible. BRI X *, REMF B OB AE— 2 TIEE, M
FR—ABBI——UBETEND K thAaFHEETER - —MEFIBES
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It makes me think of Henry Ford — he engineered a car to be accessible
to more people by rethinking the way cars were built, and in so doing, he
opened new territory in automobile design...not just an individual who built
cars but an assembly line inventor that changed the world.;EZEH B =
Fl-Ef——tBAEHBESNENRELAN, FE T —WEES AATLUE
FRRE, Sk, thERE T RERTHEE.... TEER—EREAR
HEAN, 28 —GFERRIEEHANZAR,

Paul would repackage the gospel in a way that opened it up to everyone:
Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, women and men... &R LL—FERIFT
FEARBHOAREFALRET BAAMATEAN, WRMBEABAN KANS
A...

Because Paul had one mind - the gospel...it was the central message of
his life — | preached Christ, and he was crucified...he didn’t allow cultural
realities to distract him from that one purpose — the advance of the
gospel..AARERE—HELE——BE..... e —EMPDMERE——F
HEEE MEETE+FRL... MARHFLRE SR h 8 BERE
EN——RENIEE. ..

Matter of fact, how Paul responded to three areas will teach us how to
bring the good news into our broken world: his chains, his critics, and his
crisis... BB £, /%041 [EFE =@ m RAFEE B M a0 a8 B A FAM
BRRERTH SR s RO SHEE . AV ET B FHBROfE . .

PAUL'S CHAINS{R 1 EHEE

As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard
and to everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. And because of my
chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the
Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.
Philippians 1:13-14 NIV
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Instead of complaining about his chains, he consecrated them for God’s
purposes... they became a conduit to reach hurting people... ;% & a2 7284t
RIfHEE, MEAT LHFMEMNMEEMEL...  EfRATESHANEE
- The four different Roman soldiers guarding him every 24 hoursf 4
TRIMERE LT EE 24 /NFTEM—RKR
- The officials in Caesar’s court who were not only putting Paul on trial
but the Christian faith... Sl EZE#MNE ST REHRE, LEHE
BHUEM...

And isn’t it true when you see that kind of faith, determination, and
perspective, it encourages you? It gives you confidence when you see
how they approach life. E{RE EIFFEE . RIOFIEBLEF, EEXBIMER, &
FREME ? 2EF MMM EHFEER, EGHRIEED,

Persecuted church slide:ZBEMNHRELIE R
365 million Christians (1 in 7) face persecution because of their faith.
In 2023: 2023 4:3.65 EE B (tHz— ) BEEMNMEEEEE.
4,998 Christians killed worldwide in faith-related attacks.
£IKE 4,998 A EABFRAE R EMERMBEDTRAL,
14,766 Attacks on churches, Christian schools + hospitals
14,766 £ HHB T, EEHXERNERHHE
42,849 Christians beaten or threatened
42,849 B EDIBRITHEE
21,431 Attacks on Christian homes
21,431 REHEERREMNHE
278,716 Christians forced out of their home or into hiding
278,716% £ B 4K 18 B B 2R 2 IR iEtE 2R

These men and women inspire us to live with greater confidence...
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Three categories of pressure we experience here in the US:
indifference, opposition, and, at times, persecution. Some Christians call
every external challenge “persecution,” which does a great disservice to
those around the world experiencing real physical danger because of their
faith HPIEXBEKEE=ZEEH . A%, RH, AREAEE. " EEE#KE
—ENBREEAEE”, EHHASHREMNMEZEE A S AR AE
B TBRMEE.

Indifference — people don’t make special accommodation for our beliefs
and practices.../niZ — AMIFE A& FFIREMFBEIR R0 EBRE. ..
Opposition — people proactively challenge our beliefs or practices & # — A

M E BB MBE TSI

Persecution — targeting our beliefs and practices to inflict pain harm

HE - SEHEMHEMMEEERRESEE

Regardless of whether we experience indifference, opposition, or true
persecution, let’s stand strong in our faith, with joy, in those moments
especially, because our faith will encourage others to stand strong in their
faith. Fear breeds fear, but joy breeds joy... EHH MR ERENR. RE
BEFMEE, EEMATEELETEMMEN LESERLRZ, RaeHK
MeEME Bt AN BREMPIREMD, DESZETE BEERELEESR

PAUL’S CRITICS £ F f#lL ¥

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others
out of goodwill. The latter do so out of love, knowing that | am put
here for the defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble
for me while | am in chains Philippians 1:15-17 NIV 1:15
HiFiztt%twﬁ E’J BEEE BHRBFESS WAMEER &%
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Paul describes a divided church... Churches have been divided since the
pandemic — actually scratch that — they’ve been divided since about 30
years after Christ ascended. REEH®R T —E T HRMHEE...... B RRITLIZR
 BER—ENR——EBERLREBARERN 0 ERBER—ENH.

The church will always have this - some preach Christ sincerely, and
others preach Christ out of selfish ambition. Some preach Christ out of
goodwill and love and others out of envy and rivalry... & &5 EH%MN1E
RAMARERMERE, AMAZENRBEAMNBTLOMEREE, BLEANES
EBERZHENREENZD, AEANRZHRIRFRGERS...

The word Paul used for “stir up trouble” means to debate and was used to
describe those who ran for political office — those who try to garner the
support of others and are willing to be contentious in doing it... &% FT B
HITEEI R | — SR E B 2 HR, ARBEMEF ZBUABBFHIAN — — L
AEEGMAXFILRE AL EBEMA...

What I’'m seeing more and more, are those who choose to fight the culture
wars end up not fighting FOR the gospel but often AGAINST it. Remember,
everything in Paul’s mind is about the expansion of the gospel. That’s the
goal — not cultural transformation. Some could argue that cultural
transformation is the result of a gospel expansion, but fighting for culture
change on its own never results in the gospel getting into hearts and lives.
BRHRBEEED, BEZBEITXELBEMARRIZAEEME, MEERE
R¥1EET, FiclE, REMFEN—UHEANESTNER. SREEE
——MAERXILER FEAREENR WMtELEZESTERWER, B4
XIEBEMEBMARSGKZTEERETEAANDNAEE,

But here’s the part that challenges me: {B58 2 ¥t H 12 H kB ER 5 -

But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way,
whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because
of this | rejoice. Yes, and | will continue to rejoice, for | know that
through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. Philippians
TA8-1ONIVHIILE 18 E A E? H 2R E, 2 E D,
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Paul had no envy in his heart or ill-will toward those who he believed
misrepresented the way of Jesus... ¥R ARLE{hER AR 2 BRI A, R
%E'L\*Ejtlx;ﬁyﬁyﬁjlh\:m\...

One of the hardest parts of my job, is bringing the pastors in our district
together, who have radically different views about how the gospel
expands...lI’ve had to learn to press for unity, amidst diversity...
BITEhEEHEN—ERRS, @R MENKERREE R, Mm% neE
EEREAEEATRMEE.... KL ASEESREPHEERE. ...

Paul is convinced of the power of the Gospel even if its delivery vehicle is
broken. We see this over and over in church history. The Common Grace
of God overpowers human brokenness. RFEREEFTNHE, BIFEES EI’J
BEIBERT, HMELXEELEPT—EX—EBMEIE—&. LFHEER
BRERRS T NEEROBRRE,

Tell story of two great English evangelists of the same time period —
John Wesley and George Whitefield...they had strong doctrinal
disagreements...both of them saw thousands of people come to
Christ...someone, probably wishing to stir up trouble asked Wesley if he
expected to see Whitefield in heaven and Wesley said, “No, | do not.” The
person followed up and said, “So, you don’t think Whitefield is a
Christian.” 581t B —FF AR L 12 KA REIE S EH T E — -8 &
HMEL BEERE.... AMAERELFRIINS K. ... MBI T
FEMARREE.... BARGRERERE BEHESEHFEERHMEE
RYFIER1E 7&3& BHIRIER “F, BAEE "BAESHR AL, RFER
ARFEREZ ﬁEo ”

Here's Wesley’s response, “Of course he is a Christian. But | do not expect
to see him in heaven — because he will be so close to the throne of God
and | so far away that | will not be able to see him.” iE 2B ErIEIZE T
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Like Wesley- we need humility. And like Paul- we need to love the local
church and the capital C Church and find every point of unity that we can -
keeping Jesus and the Kingdom of God central. FA{& & HT B — % —F&KME
BREUBERE K EMFTESZEMHRSTNEH CHE, LkFIFH M6
HEME—EEEE - IR NaNEERERDLE

PAUL’S CRISIS R#E R fE 14

| eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will
have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in
my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain. If | am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful
labor for me. Yet what shall | choose? | do not know! | am torn
between the two: | desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better
by far; but it is more necessary for you that | remain in the body.
Convinced of this, | know that | will remain, and | will continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being
with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account
of me. Philippians 1:20-26 NIV

BE 3I tt & 1:20-26
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Here’s Paul’s crisis — he doesn’t know what’s going to happen — whether
he will be found guilty, executed, or found innocent and freed...but he
wants to ensure that either way, Christ is exalted. ;& #k =R B — —1th
FHEEREHTES - —thIEWHAE. SRR, 22 WA ERE L HER
...... BB RERMIESX, EEHESE,

| pulled out my telescope a couple months ago to get ready for the
eclipse (worship team come up if ending service with a song)... |
ended up getting off a plane in Los Angeles as the eclipse began so |
wasn’t going to be able to see it...until | got off the metro and a worker
was looking up at the sky with those special glasses...so | did what |
typically would never do, went up and asked him if | could look for a
moment...he was so awesome — it was like he wanted to share in the
awe-inspiring view of the moon covering part of the sun...#{& A g, =
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| absolutely love looking at the stars and the planets...Of course, the stars
are much bigger than my telescope, and yet my telescope exalts or
magnifies those stars to bring them closer to our eyesight... B JE & E # &R
REZMNTE.... . ER EEHENERERTS BEEMNEZHEERER
BMRELEZEZE, FEMEEEHMARELR. ...

Here’s the beauty — whether through our life or our death, may our lives be
a telescope that brings Jesus Christ closer to the people around us...5& Fi
EX-EREEBEMUESRIE, BERMUVEMBRA—RERE, FMFEE
BHEEEMAETRL...

There are moments, like the eclipse, when something so obvious happens
that everyone takes notice (after 9-11 churches were full); but most of the
time, though, we don’t look up. For most people, Christ is illusive, hard to



understand, a misty figure that lived centuries ago. LR, HINNEE, &
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But through us, through our trust in Christ when the future is uncertain,
how we respond to those who oppose us, how we love those with whom
we disagree, will display the grandeur of God...{E:E @8, FEBHMER
RAEERHEENET FMNAIEERLEREHMAAN, FmMFEIZR
ERMARZTHOAN, BIFERAHERLE......

Most of us live microscope lives rather than telescope lives...we make
small things bigger rather than bringing big things closer... X 2% 2 A &8
BEBEMBELETE MAREEHFERE. HMB/NERAEEEKX, MAREKX
REGEFA. ..

But what if everything in life and death was to bring Christ closer? Our
chains, our critics, our crises...to live is Christ, to die is gain...{E 708 4 i
SER—tIE R A T EREEEHER ? HMpESE, HMItETESE, e
w...EENREE RTHMERIE...

And | want you to ask yourself today, Does your life bring Christ
closer to others? Do people see the love of Jesus on display, up close
and personal through you? Through your trials? Through your
suffering? Through your successes? Through your joy?3 & £ {14 X i
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For to me, to live is Christ means that He is our primary focus. Everything
we do. The way we do it. All of it, is Jesus. For the sake of His gospel. This
life is all about the good news of Jesus coming closer, being magnified...
EAEHKEKRS, TENSEBERSHLERMMEEEE, BMFMA—
8, BMBME, E—Y), B2 HER. A& T HAIES . & — £ M 2N ERERR)
4 IH SR SR . K.



For to me, to die is gain. It’s a win-win scenario. If we keep our focus on
Christ, in this life, we can’t lose, even when we lose this life.[F % %t # 2k iR,
RTHERE. Ee—BAERMVEE. MREMESERIENEFEEE
gL, BIFEERMEETSE, KBTS R,

So, as the author of Hebrews taught us, let’s fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith...for the joy set before him he
endured...consider him and his way of life so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart...Amen? A tt, IFIN(FHARZIVIEEFHERK MM
Mk, FHMERIBBER, 2 HEMUEMrIELEE T FEHJ’Z% ...... R &AMt E
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PRAYER & RESPONSE... i& & i[O fE...



