His Face Like Mine
Russell Joyce
June 30, 2024
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1. Salvation - 11 year old, Dec 17, 1999 (Baptist make you memorize that day)
a. Did | understand? Yes...no...
i. Jesus was special ... ‘zoo one...bull & lion (it's an ox)’
ii. Cross was the turning point
iii. 11 is not totally aware of sin, aware that Jesus isn’t normal
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2. Been in Abraham material all year (12-23)
a. ‘father of faith’
i. Without faith it is impossible to please God
ii. Kid - Faith as grand gestures (cross the red sea, walk around
Jericho, a leper coming to Jesus) ... Gen 22 is such a moment

b. Context — God promised to multiply Abraham (land, descendants,
name)

i. subtraction (leave your homeland, clan, father’s house)
ii. division (Lot & shepherds, Abimelech & Egypt’s king)
iii. addition (one day of obedience after the next)
iv. month after month of ‘enduring trust’

c. Faith may be a big risk...but faith definitely is holding to God’s
promises when nothing seems to be happening (or all the wrong
things)

i. in Gen 16...no sign of multiplication of blessing
d. As ateenager ... lived experience differed from 11 year old loved by
Jesus
i. | had Goldenhar syndrome...countless surgeries
i. Constantly being stared at (averted eyes)
iii. Spin the bottle, landed on me, ‘ew and ran off laughing’
iv. Jesus’ eyes kind ... love, purpose, call ... did he not tell anyone
else?
v. Anyone else?
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3. Genesis 16:1-4, 6
a. “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian slave-girl
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whose name was Hagar, >and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the Loro has
prevented me from bearing children; go in to my slave-girl; it may be that | shall
obtain children by her”” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. *So, after
Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar
the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. *He
went in to Hagar, and she conceived...Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she
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i. Sarai gets a bad rap — normal ancient response to childlessness!

.. 10 years waiting on God (120 mos) — throw first stone?
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. Problem with Sarai’s approach — God already said how he was going to

doit Atci2l &2 A0 MO UASLICH-BHLIEH A = 0101 HE A
ot&l k| ¥SotdsLith
i. Genesis 15
1. God dbled down on promise of child in Sarai (look at stars...)
2. Formed a covenant — fire passed through animals alone!
3. Through Sarai ... and through my power alone
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ii. Author drawing parallels to a previous story (Gen 3)
1. “Sarai took Hagar...gave her to husband... he went in to
her.”
2. Wife who took something gave it to Adam and he ate it.
3. Sin are all the ways we try and find life on our own

strength/ accomplish God’s promises ourselves ... make

a mess
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c. 11 year old me Jesus revealed love and said | had a purpose 114! [
Gl=== A LI At S 2EHFAILD LHOF=SH0] JACHD
LSotd s L L

rr

i. |feltalone, ugly, unwanted Xt U
X %= EMASLICH

AXME S0, R 20,

1. I made my own way — pornography; work ethic (7" grade
waking my dad up ... winners receive love, purpose);
religion (Maybe if | become holy, morally perfect and
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ii. Caught in the crossfires is Hagar ...that part of us runs away
(pushes down, don’t want to look)otZ 0| & A2 2H8! 24 LICH
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1. School photos — 6™ grade, tic...turning my face away
iii. We're content with a life & world where parts are lost... 2| =
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4. Gen 16:7-8, “The angel of the Lorp found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the
spring on the way to Shur. ®And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come
from and where are you going?” & Al J| 16:7-8, "0 S 2+ 2| AFALDF ZH0F 28 Of A Ol
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a. Only time she’s called by her name Hagar (slave girl of sarai, wife of abram)

i. Look at your deep pain/wounds/abuse/sin — “minimize,

overspiritualize, rationalize, medicate, deny, blame (others, oneself)
.. God calls it by its name

b. “I will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted...” v10

i. Hagar—|see you. | see the pain...l will bless you & multiply good from it
c. Great pain/sin in your life...abuse, rejection, betrayal, addiction, neglect,

all the consequences/rage/fruit of this sinful world



i. you don’t want to listen, push it down, medicate, rationalize, deny,
blame, overspiritualize, let it run away into the desert to die...
ii. GOD —| see you. | call you by your whole name. promise that
what was intended for evil will not only not be accomplished,
but will be multiplied for good
d. lwas 16...Big One
i. Awoke in an empty room, face pounding, soul crying, more alone,
uglier, more broken than I'd ever felt in my life
ii. ‘Jesus, where are you?’
iii. A wind came over my flesh, entered my body, touched my
soul...Knowledge ‘I'm here. I'm with you. | love you. You are the
most beautiful son I've ever son and I've chosen you for myself.’
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5. So she named the Loro who spoke to her, “You are El-roi”; for she said, “Have | really
seen God and remained alive after seeing him?” * Therefore the well was called
Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered.” Gen 16:13-14 & Al D] 16:13-14,
"M ot Z0l 2 AHA XDI0IH £ Sotel 25 EUX =t ot HS2AE



'AZONLIE 2/ =Lt 22U DIt 2ot U Wt B LZ otLtE S Bl =2
DZ WHOFOIM (HAGHH &0t A22lR.14 0/ B2 I M 0IE= tietofZ20I et
S2L A0l JtEl A2 HIE! AOI Ol XS0l "

a. Chiasm — X —drills down to the center and opens back where it started ...
Abraham’s material is chiastic
(James Jordan) - Center of Abraham’s story is Hagar!
ii. God chases into desert & center of sin and shame, the forgotten,
overlooked parts of us that we just want to let die and says NO
1. Christianity is the story of a God who refuses to let any
part of your life be forgotten or die
2. Center of your story - most important parts of what he’s
doing in your life is found in desert places you don’t want to
look
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b. Not just God naming us...so she named the Lord, ‘you are el roi’
i. Only person in the Bible to give God a name is abused slave-girl
Hagar ... what did she see?!
ii. El Roi — God who sees ... God who sees ME
1. Alot of gods see. Christianity reveals a God who sees
me.
2. Alot of Gods are general gods...we serve personal God who
came in flesh, entered our sin, died on cross...
3. Angel of the Lord ... El Roi? - pre-incarnate Jesus chasing
Hagar into the desert & meeting in center of her &
Abraham’s sin and pain
4. you want to see God? — not in moments of strength but on
cross, places of deepest wounds, shame ... ‘your name
Jesus’
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c. 16...Big One...Jesus entered the room
i. Turning my face away...grabbed it with both hands ‘you look at me!
there he is. | see you. | adore you. | choose you.’
ii. When we’re face to face, not just God sees me...l see you
iii. | see God...his name is Jesus
1. to be in excruciating pain
2. Stared at in disgust and shame
3. People to shout ew and run away laughing
4. Abandoned by your closest friends and family
5. Feel ugly and alone and forgotten
iv. Jesus on the cross ... you are El Roi ...God who sees me (me |
don’t want to see)
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d. His Face like Mine tells the story of all the ways our souls don’t want to
be seen, parts of us cast out in desert in shame hoping to be forgotten
and die...but God who chases, sees, names, blesses, who we must
meet there (that is where we meet Jesus)

i. John 4 (Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at a well at the bottom of
social ladder who does not want to be seen) .. reveals identity her
first
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e. Invite us to let God turn our faces toward him today...to be seen & to see
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