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Transition: The Miracle of “Voice”. 700 years before the ministry of Jesus... The prophet Isaiah writes
of a coming day...

‘FENFLE, EEFKETI700FH..... SHAURTEEERRIGH—X......

4 say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,... -Isaiah 35:4a
4 XfREMERY A
RITENIE , FEBE.
B, RATTAV AR AN,... - AL FH3E35:4a

And later, he writes about the signs of his coming...

ok, S T A Sl e

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy. -Isaiah 35:5-6
5 I, BET IR LB
FH W H LT,
6 I, I T Bk ERAR
B 5 S O . - AR TE 4 8835:5-6

The story we read today is when this ancient prophecy comes to life.

FRATTA TR 1] 15 A e IS ol 2 TS AR S I

MVMT 1: Healing (Mark 7:31-37) BE3& ( BRI{E#7:31-37 )

Jesus Heals a Deaf and Mute Man BREREE 5 — PN XA

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and
into the region of the Decapolis.

31 HRERAIHER S 25, i vy, [ BB X IR R .

The literal geography gets confused, but the symbolic geography is clear enough. One would not go
due north from Tyre to Sidon in order to get southeast to the Decapolis area east of the Sea of
Galilee. It is as if Mark is mentioning every Gentile city or territory his audience might know in order
to make clear that Jesus is now among the Gentiles.
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Mark is saying, “What Jesus had done for Jews, he now does for Gentiles t0o.”

SRl “HREROPUR N =, AR oSN AT

32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged
Jesus to place his hand on him.
32 G NE A XE XN EhIR R, SKRERERZ FLEAR &
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“Some People” “—&t A ”

Mark doesn't tell us who “some people” are. That's the point. They are not doing this for themselves.
They get nothing out of this. They are not looking for more followers out of this. This is about helping
this poor man who could not get to Jesus himself. They seek no reward, no fame, no consolation, they
act freely to help him—with no ulterior motive. In the words of Martin Luther, “These men serve as an
example to the Christian- go and do likewise!”
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The Deaf + Mute Man &M A

It's unknown whether this man was born this way, if it happened to him later and progressively, or if
some accident caused his disabilities.

PATAFIIER AN NG RAEEN, 52 o AROB AR, 5 — S F il T8 AR

The ancient world was not kind to people with disabilities. The ancient Roman custom was to execute
a child if they were born with a disability, either by stoning or exposure. Some with disabilities would
be purchased as slaves and used as court jesters for the elite's amusement. It was terrible.

A FEIRNI AR, o W HH SR, MR TR, B LMAEAAT, 2R AT 5
o B BRI N S ARG, A B S I AR AR . X2 A .

If you somehow survived (either by compassionate caretakers or some other circumstances) or were
disabled later in life, there were some concessions for how you could participate in society. Still, the
majority of them would be dependent on the care of their families or the community around them.
INRAREIERN T RN 247 R CATRER BFUVA I NSO B 5 RAE A TG AR S A
, e A SRR ITRIEREES S 5. A, AT R 2 H) IR 2 7R B SN BH IX )
Joit o

This man’ s disability would have made life particularly difficult. in a world that
wouldn’ t have given him much thought or maybe even saw him as a nuisance. Jesus gives
him special attention (takes him aside away from the crowd). iafil A\ KI5y €A g5 1594
AN AE—E A T oK 2y fth 25 R 5, 52 n] REATAR A A — (B BRI A tHE A8, HRSR 48 1At R 731 1
H CRAmBEB AR

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he
spit and touched the man'’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
“Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 35 At this, the man’ s ears were opened, his
tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 33BRERSEARELE] A AB—iE2:, IR
AL H 2, mEMERPRARA&EE, 34 BERMER, ¥fiha: “LUAR! 7 gigsr: “B 7! 7 35
M E2emiBa 1, SRS T, SRERHIERE 1.

This is a rather exciting miracle. igf&—{FfAH%E 2 N\ BLE (A,

There is definitely NO formula for a healing miracle - That is not the point here. ¥ H
BRAFAHENAR—E N ZEHE,

Jesus is intentional— His actions and words communicate deeper meanings about who he is. BBk 248

BRN—RNITANSEEE T ANMERENERBERANER,

Spit - Gentile Regions. Some Gentiles believe spit has healing properties. Jews would have seen this



as unclean. (personally, | think this is kind of weird... sorry Jesus, just saying [1[]). Jesus is erasing
clean vs. unclean distinctions. He is curing a religious and racial divide. He is crossing
into territory that a “good Jewish Rabbi::: especially someone who could be Messiah”
should never do. He is showing that God’ s heart is not to conquer and destroy those who
are different but to bring people together and to heal. MMEJE — AMFEHOIE . —L8ANEE AAH S
WER LA VG IRE ] . IR N ERABRANEFN. GRREANGTS, RBAEH MR- BRE,
HRER, FRARMBERFER RS o HOER IEAE I BRI BN ENS IR ] o i 1AL 58 & 3 BOFRR R 73 05 Al
IEAEMEN M8 “ABF5 RRERPLEL -+ OIS — M AT BE A A EE nE N7 7KIE AN FERZAK I . Ath B Y Ao
[0 AN R BT BB e AN R RN, T A A SR B A — A M v At

Looks to Heaven w/ Deep Sigh - Jesus’ actions speak to his character. Jesus knows he is
going to heal this guy. Yet he still experiences emotional turmoil over his affliction.
This is one of many places where this happens. It is actually all over the gospel account
Remember when his friend Lazarus died? He wept bitterly--- and then raised him from the
dead. This speaks to his compassion. In fact, the phrase “moved with compassion” is
often accredited to the work of Jesus throughout the Gospels. - KWEE——HEKIIITARE T
APy A o HISSRTE f g B VR IE BN o SR, AdLATS SR DRIE N R v T RS I R I B T . SEAEAN IR R
4., BEL  EEESENRHPEETR, BEESMHN AR BEE SRS ? EoER.... REE
ffeSEEEE. ERATHNEREL. BEL , AEAFZEP , ‘B2 VEREERERARER

EREREY TAF,

“Be Opened!” (Ephphatha!) - Tt was common for healers, especially in the gentile world, to
mutter intelligible words, incantations, etc. It was a way of showing they had some secret
healing knowledge or power. They knew what the formula for healing was. Jesus looks up to
heaven (indicating compassion but also where this miracle is coming from) and uses the
common speech (nothing magical about his words here) and says, “Be opened,” and they are.
B e (BLER! D) - EGE R, JUHRAESMTH A, g a BAR R GRS . JRESE IR . 18
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36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking
about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He
even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” -Mark 7:31-37 NIV

36 HRfRURA MM A SRR, (EARRR SRR, ARG 1. 37 AR, B T
HELF, AR A A, MR R AR APTER S L 7 AR T 3137

When we see stories like this, it can be confusing. & RIME BB TR, 1] HE € a3 K =2

o

If Jesus was here to announce the Good News of the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven--+ then



why was he always telling people not to talk about it? HUISEERfRARIE LA T B AT KB ARG
U Reeeee BT A A2 T 5 NP AEE R SR e e 2

Jesus is more interested in being the bringer of the Kingdom than he is in getting

attention. ISR BE /IR ) 2 LA R ML, 1A R AT Bl i

This may sound strange, but he knew that there were powerful forces in the world that
would want to try and force him into their mold and use him for their own political
agenda. IEHEECA AT REAR AR, (EAdRNIE S b A 9RO ) ) B AR A v A AR AR,
H R Al 2 B 58 H O BUARRAE -

Jesus isn’ t afraid of these people, but it’ s a distraction. These are real people who
have real needs and need to encounter the real living God. HBfRWPANFEAHIZLE N, (HIE &L
MRy, BRREENMA, AHEEMFLYE, FEEREIFKAERM.

This may be particularly difficult for us to understand today because we live in an
attention—seeking economy. The more attention you get, the more “impact” you are
thought to make. If you want a cause to gain momentum, you need to get as much attention
as possible. EHHFRAMA R AR AT BERE A EE CAFRAR, K2 TRAM AR VS — (8 SR BE R . 1S
MRFEERZ, MNMYFRAEELR “F27)” MoK, WRIREE—IREEEAE ), (RFEEEH
E10] Pa

In the age of Social Media Influencers, Jesus would be found on the streets, in living
rooms, in the board room, and in normal everyday life situations. I don’ t think Jesus
would have been interested in a blue check mark, a verified account, or trying to grow his
social reach. He didn’ t need that status to reach people. He went to them and they
responded. {EFAZHERERLEE KRR, HRfRE HIAAEME F. Rl ERgg=D R HE
ATE . FRAR A HRERAN g B (MR AT T L AR R MR P AR I K A 1 A S R LR . A AN TR
IR M A7 SR AT N o AL ZSER AT, AR [ T

He isn’ t trying to accumulate power and prestige but to give it away for the good of

others. fhitARAETERHENELE, KL R A ANKIA R ITHEE.

Interestingly, the more he tried to fly under the radar, the more people talked
about him. And in some ways, the more difficult it made his ministry. H#EBHIE, ik
e E 7RI T ARAT, ANMMEERI IR U . fESELL T, At )5 T8RS B PR 3

It is a strange set of truths that we must hold in tension— Jesus wanted to have the
freedom to do the work of the kingdom without all the attention, and yet all the attention

drove people closer to Jesus. It is important that we do not see these as contradictory
ideas but as two truths we can hold together. B/ —#HZA R EH, AU EREFERIRE—
HRGRAE 226 3 H A MO B TAE, MATRZIARBRE, A1 HrA 1B A M SE Bz Bk . %



M2, FAIAZERIE LA A AR P G I AEVE, IR A A B AT mT AR & 4E — S ) W I U2

What is important is to highlight both Jesus’ humility and his wisdom. Because as we
begin to work out a response to this story, we must also follow in his path of humility
and wisdom. It is possible to do all the right things for all of the wrong reasons, which
will eventually undermine the good work in the first place. ()& Eom HHE MK 1wk S A0 2 £
o DRI 2 FRAM BH AR 3038 (W g (5 L e SR, AP AR 0 ZERE AU . ) Sl R AN R R B . A AT BB IR 2 BT B R
O JE RIS 1 AT IERE ST, I8 A il — B aa i) R4 T4k

Transition: And so this story ends with a statement that Jesus is fulfilling that ancient
prophecy we spoke about earlier. He is the one Isaiah is talking about. This also means
that he is fulfilling the entire OT story. He is the embodiment of God. 1&yE: FrLLiE{HkEE
DA SR EAE B B R A BTER B b 2 TH S B AN . o2 DA nE Pl (OB N, 38 R Ak IR AE
R B R {1 B AU SR . AR A R R

The perfect representation. We see all the work that God wants to do in redeeming and
restoring the world happening in Jesus. FEERMMNEK. IRME B AEERKEEA AR H A B — V) T
VEHBLEHR R B 354

Response: What will we do with a story like this? B : $REBHRERM T LA BER ?

And so, like every week, we are left looking at one big question... FlItt, iR EHE, AT S
KR

What do we do with a story like this? %% i& f5 — 1 # Z3 FAM 7] LA R 2

John’s gospel says that the miracles of Jesus point toward something so much more than just the
miracle itself. V8t S5t HREREUPRET TR M) B0 00 AME(E S MIEA 5

At face value, a miracle is happening, and it is a display of the power of God. But on a deeper level,
they communicate a message about the character of God. i I, #EEIEEIEA, R 7KK
RE. (EZURRE L, AR MEE A R AR HIE R .

So we seek the God of miracles. We believe he still heals. it LIFAH Sk ol . FATARE (AR 7T LA iR
But {H2&

That deeper meaning also serves as an invitation to respond. To be transformed by the character of
God and to let that transforming work be a gift to the world around us. 12 & 58 4 & /R & 35t 7] LAE %

I Bl R AR RS TR, S LRI A A B A AR AT A [ S — A A

So what is the deeper work in this story? fir LAIE (i # = o 578 J& IR AR A3 2



Jesus gives voice to the voiceless. B ks [ 555
Physically, yes. But this miracle does so much more for this man than just let him speak words. This

man's life would be forever changed. He can now communicate. Advocate. Create a life beyond
begging and hoping for the benevolence of the people around him. Do things that would have been
so much more difficult for him. He can hear and shape language. He can listen to music and the
sound of laughter; he can experience life in a way that he couldn’t before. ## =2 b, &1, (HZE
R B A S R B, AME M EEMEREE T O 1SN ETE ARG . MBIAE T DAASTR . e
o ANE | — MBS AR, ARt BB e RN DA EE . (i 1 — Le it s Rl N BT 2 1S
o A AT AHESAING A AR EE = o AR AT DAHE S SERISERE . At ] DL DA— A DA R A2 8e B i 7 URe B A v

So while Jesus gave him his physical voice back, he also gave him so much more than just an untied
tongue. It's everything that comes with getting a voice. FT L& BRERIK G fl A BE 3%, fbthsh 1Ml
ZHIHRVE, TAMEERTH S, SRR AR TR —,

This story - the disabled. JE {5 Bk A

| already mentioned before how the ancient world dismissed and even destroyed the lives of people
with disabilities. They were often treated inhumanely. F& /i 1 #2 2178 v 4 A5 N\ S {n] 4k 240 2 i %
o MM 32 B NTERTES .

But Jesus doesn’t. He treats this man with compassion, special care, and attention. He gives them
a voice- a chance to speak, to be listened to, and to be valued. {HZBRIRIZ A « Al E . HFk ) I
BB E RSN . Ahis B - (A PR, BEA .

In college, | had a friend with Down syndrome. We would go out to meals together, movies, and just
hang out. Unfortunately, he passed away in a tragic accident. But the time we shared together he
showed me things about the love of Jesus like nobody has. | miss him. £ K£:4, A AL EGFK
AEEERIA A . BAM—E I EIZ8k. BEY. B0 RRtr. AR, e — ARSI b
1o AHRIRAMAE —RE AR, Al rJRFE R 1 ERER A5, B R AR L. FRARAR At

Jesus was this man's voice before he restored this man's voice. BRfik ZE k1515 M A\ [R5 2 B, /B2
SR (PN =

And that's so important for us to remember. Ft(1:38 — B3R AP AR R AR B 5,

In the act of restoring the voice of someone who has had theirs taken away, we need to consider our
place of power and privilege and position and use those to empower others. 75115 % 5| £ 35 1 A5
TN B IRy, FRAMTE 225 JEIRAMRE /g RRRERIIOAL, Q0 FH 38 S 2 B T A A HE T

In other words, #A]5E 5,
e What has God given us that we can use for the good of others in need? #ii45 1 M1 AT DL 2k
T8 AR HARA 75 N2



e How can we use our voice to give them a voice? FAM 4] FH FA i 2 2ot 5572 2
e And how can this be done in humility and wisdom? Zi{a] DL B2 RN 2 25 A il 3158 — B 2

This is the tension of this story that we are invited into. i it /& P 4 38wt 18 38 (] He A e 1

This, by the way, was the intended vocation of the people of God all throughout the Bible. And we see
it lived out in the life of Jesus perfectly. JIE{E & —F), 15 i HE A B A A p )+ R B a8 s o FRAMAE
BB 5e K MBS BIAE AR AR 1) — A=

Here are some others that Jesus gave a voice to... iz # 2 B fik /() Hod AR A 5S -+

“Foreigner Among Us” - &M K148 A

This is a phrase that is repeated all over the Old Testament. Israel was supposed to be a light to the
nations. They were supposed to be an example of what God is like. They were supposed to be different
than the other kingdoms of this world. Their differences were supposed to draw people from all over
into the walls of their cities. 7£ 8 4V &N B AR E — B . VESIRE B2 BBl . MMy ad 2
PRI RS RR o AP I 2 B {18t 5 b A B AR 7 BN R A AP R E AAS [R) W 5] 525 i 7 B
TN AP R A

Jerusalem literally meant the “city of peace.” It was the capital of the people of God. It meant
something. BEERIHA 1 F IR R “FIPZIR” o ERMETRIEIT. &RmREHE.

As people were drawn to this “city of peace,” they were supposed to be welcomed and cared for
regardless of their racial and cultural differences. & AMM#EGIEN “RIF 2387 IRk, MamfEiTE
M 72 F ey, A AP A4 BRI A B R

Here is an example from Leviticus — i& & F| A& 50 H B —{E61 7 -

“The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as
yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.” -Leviticus 19:34
AR EJE ISP, AR EE A AN —FR, W, FARMHER S iEiEE Er . o
HRANHE—ORIM A4 . —RFIARFT 19:34

Instead of creating systems of inequality and injustice that oppress the foreigner residing among you,
they are to recognize their differences and yet treat them as equal citizens. To love them as their
own. A AMIAN 13 AN TS5 AN 221 (10 1] 2 A A 27 S AE AR F (R B AR RN, TR ARGRARAM AN ], e
MR A PR A I A MR AT E 2 — Ak

In other words, do not take their voice away from them. Give them a voice. #)5E &R, ANE BT
saIRES T, FRALAMIEEE

In the book of Revelation, we see the City of God, the New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven and



into the renewed creation. Using poetic imagery, that city is said to have gates that never close... and
all the nations of the earth will stream into that city. fERURERF, FRME BRI, BEEHS, R
ERET, EANEGHHEA . HEFRRARR, BRI I Pk E e - b A B AT LA A
FRII o

Beautiful. 257

A

The Gospel must always be contextualized. 185 W ZE4H 445 A =B

If this is true (and it is), how does it work itself out in our context today? i iz £ H & (MEEH) |
TS PERAE FAM A TR PRI AE 8 IR A A A2 G ] 344 H ) Wig 2

While there are definitely policy and even political ramifications to ideas like this, why not start
personally with your attitude? Before we take things to the 5000-foot level, why not reflect on whether
or not this same heart is true in your life? Why not reflect first on whether or not your conversations
carry forth the same care that God displays for the nations? &SR (%I LI H € G EBURE EHUA
bAEESCE, BRAHEATEIRIENR B FLAYE? AN BIES0005E RIS B2/, M EBEARE—T
PRIGAE T AR A2 15 AT AR ARE R 2 2B I B — R AR IIRR RS /& 15 75 43 1350 1 5 B 28 35 HH [0k 1 R 1
Mg ?

e How could you use your voice to give voice to those who cannot speak for themselves? 1/ i1 F

PRIV R IR L A H O3 i N2 e ?

e How could you do so without being their savior but pointing them to the heart of the true Savior,
Jesus? Policy change without heart change won't create lasting change. And only the Holy Spirit can
change a heart. I'm going to stoke up the fire and ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to your conclusions
here. G RARANGE AR T, AT SEARAM 2 5 IR AR TR, HRER, AREZAnTise ? v A7 Ao SO
RECR LRGN B . WA REE A LASGE NG, B KR, 8 %5 SR k.

Socio-Economic Diversity - # €&&#% tik

This is also all over the Bible. There are OT laws all over the place that prohibit extorting those who are
living in less than fortunate circumstances. Again, we are invited to consider our position of power. Our
resource. And instead of using them to hoard explicitly for our own good, we use them to help those
around us. IBEIEASC P HRIE T R, BAPAVIZANE, 2RI AEE AN AT X
eI N BB IRAMTHORE s hr, FAMBEIE.  AZH MR AT E SRR MR, 2 e AR S B
FAT BN

If we were to have the same attitude as Jesus, what would it look like to be a voice for
those in need who often have no voice? WIRIME WHLER —ERAIREEE, FREE, ZAiFLes & MR
FRRA R E NS BB S AR T

Children - 524



48“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.” -
Luke 9:48 BEINMEE9: 48 M i M 3R, “N /AR BB R EDMAPEZ TH B E B HF R N
BEREREAN REBEEBZREXV. KM PHBEDAIR MERK.”

17 Truly | tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” -
Luke 18:17 B¥fNEH18:17 "R B E S s I M, R E AR Z M B K,5 &~ & b & T,
B A~ g & £ .7

6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be
better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of
the sea.” -Matthew 18:6 S AEF18:6 “JL fF & 8 M — M A 7 B & K, & & W
EXEBEFRBEEANBREL ERE®E.”

These are just a few examples of Jesus’ protection and empowerment of children. He not
only protected them, he gave them a place to be near him. He gave them a voice to the

adults around them who saw them as a nuisance. He gave a stern warning to anyone who set
themselves up to exploit a child. 4t N RERARCEENIR T/ NZ RS RMEB 7.  MAER
A, BN ST T . A A A 1 R A AR AT BRI I E AR . MR E

HERENABRHBREES,

“Children should be seen and not heard” BUT Not so with Jesus. “#Z% T MEZYEE#, MAFRIE” ,
{HHR R ANAS R I K

If we were to have the same attitude as Jesus towards children, who were often silenced
and pushed away from Jesus, what would it sound like to have a voice for the next
generation when they are often spoken for but rarely listened to? % T-M&& & #2050 w
BEHRER, i RIRAM B 2 1 PR I B AR R RR KRB, I J28 25 48 i A 5 AR D B A 1) R — AR Iy
TRAT BT ?

Animals + The Land - 8i¥+1Hh

God cares for his creation. #f1[3# 0 #h [ 813

Animals are a part of this creation and will also inhibit the new creation. B#1E 2+ i i) — &6 /> th &
P () 13

God made them, and he loves them. ## flli& 17 &1, tBEZEM.

I love how CS Lewis makes some animals in Narnia talk and others who have lost who they are
to not. I often wonder if we will find in the age to come a way to communicate with them
again. Few do speak in the Bible. Anyways- IEEK CS « I 54 :E (A)Eennfdlay) P p—Ledmy
Hah, MR —SRETHROARLEE, BRERS , EARARNER  RAREERI—EAXNBREYE



s, BT AR, IR,

God somehow is keeping an account with the animals who take human life. They were not
designed to do that, and according to Genesis, he will hold them accountable for that. A~ & 1k
, M EHEE N MREY) . AT RGBT, RIBAEED, M ZREM &
ILE

This all points to there being more here than meets the eye regarding animals. ig — 1) # 3 I ¥R 8h 4t
[RET B L IRME R E 2

Isaiah 58 — The people went through religious motions while still making their slaves and
animals work on the Sabbath. God is not pleased. For these people’ s own financial gain

and to go through religious motions, they exploited other people and animals. PAEERnZ 58
FIEE] - ANMEEAT REOEEIN EIRE, JREMMMGEA M S L EH TE. MAER. ATE
L ANBECSWRIRR | #EEEATSEEE), AR AR A B

Jonah gets sent to Nineveh to warn of the coming destruction of the city. Jonah has a hard heart
about it and goes about his duty reluctantly. The book ends with God saying that he cares about the
120,000 people in this city, AS WELL AS THE ANIMALS. 454k 8 Je s & sz B 8o 495
BB, AEEHETHCHBE. SRS REMRE, MR BRI I2E N, BE
Y,

He asks Jonah, the prophet, to be a voice for the people AND the animals, who specifically
have no voice. Animals are essential to the human ecosystem. Living in harmony with

them makes life. AlEEJGHIZIERIBIMBEN Y RE, KA RAEYE ML A aF. Bk
NFAERR ARG AR R, BB RIREAR i A R A Ao

The land mattered too. God put specific instructions in the OT Law about giving the land itself a
sabbath. And there is even punishment given to Israel for not obeying this land, for sort of strip-
mining and polluting God’s good creation. To overuse the soil and not give it a break was a sin. 1+
MBREE ., EAEEAEEPRRE TS LA S B H AR R, Ay E R A SR
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Caring for creation is not a left-wing political agenda. It is rooted in the heart of God, and it is the
original calling of human beings in the Garden of Eden. To be a voice for that which cannot speak, to
advocate for its care and protection, is part of what it means to be the people of God. .0 8i& A& /2
BPuaME.  ERERROT, R NRERERERERVIFFE . RIS NEE, (BER
REANORAEADAM, ISR A b T RIERZ —
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The Bleeding Woman- her condition plagued her for 12 years. This condition would have made
her a social and religious outcast. She spent everything she had on trying to find a cure. Jesus stops
the crowd (who would have wanted to avoid her and ignore her) to acknowledge her faith and healing.
When Jesus asked, “Who touched the hem of my garment,” she courageously spoke up and told the
truth- “It was me.” These actions - an unclean woman grasping onto a man... a rabbi nonetheless...
Broke the law and would have come with grave consequences for this already suffering woman. Jesus
doesn’t condemn her, he calls her “daughter.” fLIEHRIZ AN ——Uh F)pi 5 N 7 ib124F, S FE vl e fl
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She was not a dirty or unclean woman to Jesus. She was a “daughter.” ¥tEREAZRER, hAE—
fEME AR e N W2 “& 577 .

She was literally bleeding to death; he stopped her bleeding and honored her faith. uE.ff
FEAEPMLEAESE 1o At Ayt ik 1L 1% 25 S0 8 H 45 oo

He welcomed her interruption in his life and ministry. And he still does today. AhEGRUEFT

BALR TR T, SR MAIRIE .

The Woman at the Well- The woman at the well was a Samaritan woman. She was hanging out at a
well alone during the hottest hour of the day. There was a common practice of the day that Jewish
people (especially men) did not associate with Samaritans. Also, men could only engage with a
woman if their husband was around. Jesus breaks through those cultural barriers to reach out to a
very broken and ostracized woman. He acknowledges her losses, and he gives the healing that no
husband could have given her. 3F&FZ A——HE M L N A HOSR Etm N . — R S kg fig
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In these times, a husband would give a woman a voice, a place, security, means, and protection. She
had none. Yet after an encounter with Jesus, she drops her bucket and goes into the very town that
shunned her and she uses her voice to invite everyone to Jesus- “Come and meet the man who told
me everything T ever did!.” Z7EGEERAL, LRGHLNEFHE. A, LB AFERIEALR
o MbAFEEEGRA . ORI, AEEAHRERAHIELE, AN OKA, AEME 7OE R b ) NR, P b
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Because of Jesus, the woman spoke up to the very people she was trying to avoid. He
healed her soul, and he gave her a voice. [KZHRHK, 188 Zc A\ jn) =X @ BB 00 NGRESR . fhiAm
TR, fhss T AR

The Woman Caught in Adultery- This is an interesting story. Jesus not only gives her a voice, but he
also protects her. The religious establishment is using her to try and trap Jesus. Let me say that again,
the religious leaders are not even dignifying her as a human being. She is a tool in their ploy to try and
regain their power and position. They care more about their power and position than they do about this
vulnerable woman. IRZEBEFERMI LN ——i 2 —(HABIHEF .  HSERAEL 7 ibEE, 1 HIE R
SREERE IR AR H i A S A AR AR . FRFAR iR, REEME R R A S EMER AR, b
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She is never allowed to speak. ity # fCiFEfaE «

Never allowed to defend herself. 1% # ft 7 25 [ Okt

Never allowed to tell her side of the story. ¥ #% 7o 71 il () £ 5 st iR 05 .

No one would know if she was seduced. Trafficked. Forced. % 5 NNl 2 S it 245155, #98. 58il.
It is telling that even in modern re—-tellings of this story, many assume she was a
seductress who got caught in the act. Few even consider that she might have actually been a
victim. This is telling. (EfRERAYE, RIEAEIACE GRG0 Ry, 72 N R 2 —{Ep
BT IR 51 3%#  IRADA NG A s IR LT pe et 2 HE . B IR Aes M.

She is thrown before an angry mob, prepared to stone her to death. #4755 1E & A5 K AT,
YE s FH A SEHI AT it
No Judge, no Jury, just straight to the executioners. WHWE, WHMNFEE, BHEXG S| TT
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If it wasn’ t for Jesus, she would be dead. WIS HIEREK, Whal &k,
Jesus first secures her safety. She’ s vulnerable, and he makes sure she is protected. He

writes something in the sand (nobody knows, but some historians guess that he is writing
names of the women that these men had committed adultery with. I don’ t put a lot of

credence into that idea, but it would be an interesting twist). Either way, whatever he

wrote put things back into perspective for them. BREATE JohEffith 24 . MIRNEES, fRRE{Ruhsz
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HREFEHRERED.

“If any of you are without sin, cast the first stone.”

IR A N R, ShsE A . 7 BB

And one by one, the accusers left

Jesus then speaks to her with compassion— not as the men who were previously there who

had taken advantage of her. Jesus asks her, “Where are the men who condemned you?” 4R
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He didn’t ask, “What were you wearing?” “Where you asking for i t?”
“did you lead the man on?” No. fhiRAR: “ARFHZATE? 7
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“Where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  “HBMZEMIAE? WA NESEIRIG? 7
“No one, sir.” “®WHN, KTo "

“Neither do I condemn you. Go and leave your life of sin.” “HREAEMRIITE. BB , AEH
JBaE. 7

Jesus is the one who has no sin. The only one truly able to cast the first stone
What does he do? He shows her compassion. The woman who was silenced, he gives

her a voice and invites her into a life of freedom and hope. HPfk/E MIEHIHE—47
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He uses his power to protect her, provides her with a voice, speaks compassionately to
her, and empowers her to live the life she was created for. fthFH H ORI IEREEM, Al
PR, B e G O MER A, ARAG A /1S iE b it I ) AR T .

TRANSITION TO SONG: iBE S| -

And so here we have example after example in the life and ministry of Jesus as to what it looks like to



give a voice back to someone who has lost their voice- the “foreigner”, the person in need, creation
itself, the child, those with disabilities, the women... Each time Jesus has a humble and wise
approach to their healing. He gives them more than a physical voice, but restores their dignity and
shows them honor and respect. Today there’s been many invitations for ways to respond. The next
few moments are not about speaking, but about first listening. E it , 3812 , R EPERMEFMNE
ITHBET—EAX—ENEF 6 BRRINABRRAEZBENAEFIZE—NBEAN. EEENA, ZEY
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Who has ears to hear what the Spirit is speaking to the church? In these next few moments, we will
posture ourselves to let Jesus open up our ears and speak to us about how we are to respond using
our voice to give voice to the voiceless. B BEREEESHHEAMRMGE ? TETRNL ER , B
FIBMITRRMNVE SR, SHFRMNTEE , ARMNEZABZERHES,

Benediction + Closing. #ii + &85



