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Offering Z 8k

Announcements A&

e + Next Weekend Move Up Day for kids Kindergarten - 12th grade. T8 B :K-12 £ 52 &
-ERELEHKA,

e + All Church Worship (+Prayer) Night: Tuesday, June 21 @ 6:30pm FR AR & & R FE
(EE)®:6A218H GAZ) B £6:30,

e + Partner Highlight Update: Due to health, Dan + Sheryl will be joining us later this
summer. We look forward to connecting with them! B T £ Bh#R & MR ERE, Dan
Sheryl#§ 1258 B E RXERLE BRI A B, FMIEAFFERth IR I RE 5

Message L2

e We are in our second to last week in a series called “People of the Kingdom” in which we
have been talking the characteristics of people who are a part of kingdom of Jesus. 5& &
BMEHE_BS2ERABENFR EEMERS . RMA-—ERHGERIRFBEEFER
:OEESE

e In a couple of weeks we are kicking of a long series walking the book of Romans.

AemBzE EMEFARS—ERRIHERTENEE,

e But theses last two weeks | want to hit two very critical characteristics of people of the
kingdom. {E2, AIRAESERIMEEMREE, RBRXR—TREFEMMEFEFERZN
L

e And today | want to talk about what it means to be: X, R H/U=E HE=R
People of Joy EZM AR

e And | want to start by reading something Jesus said in John 15, and then ask a question.
BE-BRREMEBNBESTISEERRARME REM—ERE.

John 15:11

These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full ELERELEMMRT, REURNELEFAEMMMNOLE, BURMMSER ISR
2o

e Question: Does Jesus want you to have joy? fE%8 ; IRk & L{RA ZL0E 2
e Yes. He does doesn’t he? 28, BER/], AR 2

e And it's not just some temporary, momentaryjoy He seems to say his desire is that we
would be FULL of joy. s F = FLLERRFR, MEME L, Ml TR thaIFR L 2 K M58
FiMmERE,

e Overflowing with Joy. E£iR/a R E K.

e Another Question: If Jesus wants us to be full of Joy, is it permissible to then PURSUE
Joy? B—EMRE MRREFLRMEREL NEMAFHMERSEE?
e Ofcourseitis, right? SR Z, @2
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If Jesus wants this for us, and we want it for ourselves, then the logical conclusion would
be that we would chase after it. i1 REFEAFLEHMFE, HMECHFERE, BEFEE
EHERERMEERE,

e This is a good thing that God wants for this kids. ;& 2 ## % L th B F a0 — 447
FREAH

BUT, we have a problem. B2, #MM&— @&,
e ESPECIALLY here in the West. 435I 27 B A X1E#E,

See, those of us in this room, and good chunk of folks watching online, live in a land in
which the very purpose of life has been boiled down to our pursuit of two things:
COMFORT and PROSPERITY. &, HEBAGEZEMNEM, URXZSERLBEFNUA, &
EHEERIE HEMALUEEARMRIHMESHNER . RENESR,

Now some would argue that there’'s more to it. IREBE A EFEHREEAE S,
Some would say that it's more about life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. HL A&
M, BRAERSWEMMNES, BHREMHEERENEK,

e But can we talk about that last phase for a moment? {E 2 & MeEK /TR E— 25
g ?

e The Pursuit of Happiness $ts3£$8H1BK
This nation was founded upon the idea that human beings have certain inalienable
rights. EEBEREEILE AEATAIRBROERMRRE LA,

e Human beings have a right to life. A& £ &,

e Human beings have a right to liberty. A% B BT,

e And, human beings have a right, to the pursuit of happiness. A B # & 1BK s

2o
When the founders where crafting the deceleration of independence they literally said,
“You and | have a right to pursue happiness.” &8s AR E &I E S MR, thfI=E,
“IRANEE A EREREF,

They recognized that DEEP in the human soul is a longing for something we would refer
to as genuine joy. i fIEHE, ABEEREFEHEMBZAEERENERTREE,

e Pure happiness. EIEHIER,

e There’s something DEEP inside of us that needs the freedom to chase
happiness. MR O REEEZFEKRFRWEH,

e It's part of what it means to be human. & 2#A& AB—E8 5
And if that’s taken there’s only one alternative. i1 REH Ei, MERIH—FE AT HE,

e Andthatis: FL2:




Despair &
e When a human being no Ionger has access to happiness that human being enters into
despair. E—EAATREEESF =GN - BEAMSRARLE

e Notice that | didn’t say that we are happy all the time. ;T & i ;2 B R K — E 4B
RiRgE,

e |t's just the idea that when there’s no pathway to pursue joy, we fall into despair.
-

ERE—EEE ERAERREMEER, HMMAERARBE,

e SO, we have a country founded on the idea that we should be able to pursue happiness.

A, BMMBEREI AR MEZENEREFFNESER L,

e Andthe question we might ask then is, “How’s that working for us?” HfmJ gt &
FHEREE, SHEMAEFTEER?"

e Are we happier? ¥ {158 fRE0E 2

e Are we better off today than we were yesterday? #8945 X L MER FE 4705 2

Well, the answer, for most Americans, is a pretty resounding and emphatic no. 18 , ¥4

REHBHEBAN, EXRFEERNEENEE,

If you do a simple google search on American happiness the news is not very...happy.

MBMEEBEAN=EHEGENSTER, SIWHFETZBE.. MR,

In the past few years, numerous reports have been released that reveal the truth. 7£:8 %

MAFE EREMTHSIHEERNRE,

Prior to the pandemic, the LA Times had a head line that said this: £ KT 2 B, (&%
PE ) A EBRIR 2 ERR Y

“Amerlcan s are less happy, and there’s research to prove it.”“EB A =R ET&E, HHE
Eﬂo ”

e That was before the pandemic stripped the veneer of false joy off of our lives. I 2 E &

BERRITZAEHRET RMEFTREREBUEL,

e Today we have more depression, more anxiety, more DESPAIR, than maybe any other
time in human history. X, I MLLEF T AFHZAE R SMINE, EMEE, ENE

tH
= o

e In arecent world happiness survey it was discovered that people living in places and in
conditions that you and | would think were deplorable, are actually just as happy if not
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happier, than the majority of Americans. Eixif it R=EHEFEIR | EFEREER
SR AR A FEREPHIAM, BELERXZSHMEBA—KER.

So, in a nation where it is our inalienable right to pursue happiness, happiness is in
sharp decline. Eitt, FEEEEBRERBZHMAATXHENEINERE, EREETET

BR

o

So where is the problem? BB i 28 H £ B IE 2
e Isitinthe pursuit? 27EBK L1§?
e Isitinthe chasing? 2 X AEBiEME ?

e Or, could it be in the happiness and the WAY we have defined it? B{&, AIHE ==
BAEMEMERMAXMEERS?

| believe that somewhere along the line, we collectively decided that The Pursuit of
Happiness actually meant, “I can do what | want, and what | want is a comfortable
prosperous life.” HABEIEZEE R, KMBMRELHH=RUERER LEKRE, ‘&K
A LM E M, HEEME —EASFESHHNESE,"

I'm not sure that’s what Thomas Jefferson was thinking when he wrote it. ZFF~HEEIED
- ALERERBISSRNEE,

But that's the way we’ve interpreted it our day and age. 1B 2587t 2 B MAE B ME @R
BEeAR,
e | wantit my way. Right away. B ZH M AKX, 1%,
e | want to be comfortable. And | want to be prosperous. A8 E£3:%, 18815
B,

Ho

But here’s a question: does that actually make us people of JOY? {E 221 H —ERIE:
MEENEERMEASEMAL?

Now you all know that I'm talking about something deeper than a few laughs. I8 KX
MEMEEERNAIAZ—LERKT,
e I'm talking about deep satisfaction. FE R A2 AEHI M E .
e |I'm talking about something in your soul that says, “life is going to be OK.”
BERNEERMELFTENET SRR, o FERH. 7
e | might even be describing contentedness. B E 2 HE R ZE—ER
2.

Do comfort and affluence really deliver that? 3@ = & E &K im 2% ?

e | mean, can comfort or prosperity REALLY drive anything so deep into your soul
that you feel not just happy, but JOY? # 2R, #F#EME EEMFEZMER O FEE
RETIEERRE MEARESHE?
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Now, the real problem, as | see it, isn’t that culture has gotten it wrong. TR7E, H 1E KR
=, R FRESH XL ERE—E#RRMNAR L,

e That's a problem. 5& 2 —{E R,
e Butitisn't the biggest one. B R 2 HZAMIMIE,
The real problem is that Christians, especially in the West, don't see it any differently. &£
EMER, EE% LEHEAANEER FFIEEERMNTE,
See, if you live in a culture that says a full, peaceful, and blessed life is defined by being
comfortable and prosperous, then you assume, well, that's what Jesus is talking about.
BE, MRMEFEERMEE, T€, TR, FHIAGHNEEHZHETE ERREE
B, ARIMMAER, S EERRTEMN,
e Let me explain it this way. B K EE—T,
lllustration: Ala Wai Canal &7 : Bl B35 5a]
e There’s a canal on the northern edge of Waikiki in Honolulu, that, if you've ever
visited, you’ve probably seen. 5& 2 —ETEEE LAY B E B b [E L R 0585, IR
REREERE RUFRBE,

e [t looks like this: EE LR 2B/

Ala Wai Picture [THIEL BIER

e You might notice that caution sign - which - in a beautiful place like Hawaii seems
out of place - says don't fish, dont swim, etc REFEEE—EEEN - TR ER
RENEEBHMABERTHE - F2HE, B2 F%,

e See in 2006, major storms caused a sewer back up, and the mayor made the
split decision to dump 48 million gallons of raw sewage into the canal, rather than
have it back up into the residences of Honolulu. £ 20065, RREMES KRR

@, MRMEH—ERE, BOF/\EEMEHASKERETE K MAREEHET
E’JHF/":T%\,%E':':' °
e Totally contaminated. B 5e £ WTET .

e But the fish living there? They simply adapted. ER ZFAENEE? MR L
EMBEET

e And the dirty water they breath and live in, is the only water they know. & M1 &%
KB, &£7F, E2 MM —FraeEA rIKE,

e They live in dirty Water. EMEFEEKE,

And oddly, so do we. FRHIZ, Hfth2E K.

We are conditioned to believe that joy comes from comfort and prosperity. 3 15 {4 4 ih
HEELERUTEMERMK,

But we don’t come to that conclusion because of Jesus. B 22 F 2L ERERT K .
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e We come to it because of our culture. T 2 & HKFIHI LB E MK,

And the worst day for any human being is when you’ve chased comfort and you’ve
pursued prosperity - and then you GET it. RIEREMN—KXE2EMEBRFENE R, Rk
REEIT .
e And then you realize, it doesn’t make you happy. X #%{R& 8, iE i FREF /RIER
%,

e That's when despair is at its worst. ;SRR KX E 2 RIEEM,

Some people, when they experience despair, they make the decision to no longer
pursue joy. E—E AN, BEMMEEXLZLR, MMBMREFRBEREET,
e They believe it's a dead end. {4815 & 2 — 18L&,

They say that If you really want serenity in life don’t pursue happiness because anything
you get joy from will not last. iz N RIREBAEFRFRE, MAEEBRRE, RAFEMR
REVBMTEFA

e No matter what it is it will disappoint you. =& 2+ E# & {RKE,

The only way to survive is to decide to be disappointed and REJECT any sense of
momentary joy you might stumble on. Mf— B H B854 2 3B E IR E L E T HE R AR
A AEfill 1| A 52 AU TR &

In fact, philosophers were all about Detachment. Bf& £, F2 R 2B EBRA.
e They'd say, “Don’t give your heart to anything, you'll just be let down” fth & iR,
‘TEEBEIME, TAMEEREN,”

Back in the 300 and 200’s B.C, the Greek Philosopher Epicurus developed a program to
rid the world of anxiety. 1822 JTHT 300%|200%, FIH T2 RFEENEHA T —EER
b= r-4: 057 8

His method, like most methods of personal reform, had 4 steps.fhB 5%, FL{R K%L E{E
ANEBMAE— &% ENATELER,
e Here they are: EMZ:

Step One: Do not believe in God, or in the gods. £—% : X EZR{E M, SEREF I,

They most likely do not exist, and even if they did, it is preposterous to believe that they
could possibly care, that they are watching over you and keeping a strict record of your
behavior. #ti{f1% + TR FER), BMEMMIFE, HEMMSRERR, LMAERBZER, £
fR—UIFTE BEE T 2R, th2FRBH,

Step Two: Don’t worry about death. 5 =% : FEIH3E,

Death, be assured, is oblivion, a condition not different from your life before you were
born: an utter blank. T, AILIEER, R—EER, f—BMEME L ZAT—KBIKEE
E—REITEMNZER,
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e Forget about heaven, forget about hell; neither exists — after death there is nothing,
nada, zilch. GEEXRE, TRMEAR. EMEEBFEE — ERTERRET.ZET, —U
#ZET,

e Getyour mind off it FEXKEELE,

Step Three: Forget, as best you are able, about pain. £=% : =it, B2IRRAXFIREN T, &
Fo

e Pain is either brief, and will therefore soon enough diminish and be gone; or, if it doesn’t
disappear, if it lingers and intensifies, death cannot be far away. AEEEEN, EgRR
BEMBREREFHEKR MEENEEENE, BEFETHTET .

Step Four: Do not waste your time attempting to acquire luxuries, whose pleasures are
sure to be outweighed by the effort required to gain them. £ % : FERERMEEBRE
E, PLRFEIRIMTRAREZRIET L AFI MM HEE 5

e To summarize, then: forget about God, death, pain and acquisition, and your worries are
over. #8¥5ERER, FE TR, T, BE, MKEN, IRMHUEEMRLET.
e Just detach yourself from all of it, and you'll be fine. R E{R{EE — P4 IR H %k,
fRELE 4T 57 8

e But the real question is, even if it did work, would such total detachment from life, from
its large questions and daily dramas, constitute a life rich and complex enough to be
worth living? BEREEMEER, BMEERMER MEREEP T2 BREE, {4
ERHRBNEPIBEH R, REFHEENER PR, ESEREBBHALER?

e And isn’t Jesus offering us something more? BRER & E;ZR BHR K MELIE 2

e See, the way out of despair isn’t to simply QUESTION THE SYSTEM that lead you
there, but to QUESTION THE VERY DEFINITION of this idea called joy. &9, % AR Bt
BEMHETREFBRIELSHIENRR MR EERARELNER.

e Is there a version of joy that is distinct from our society’s version or even cultural
Christianity’s version of it. H:2F —EEZMMATEZRNEMEEEMREKT
E, EEMEEFVEEMRABRRE ?

e Jesus came to give us something different. BRRZR 2 AT — LR — A ERTA,

e And I think something as simple as His birth announcement makes that more than clear.

HEMEERMNESERMEEERE.

e Look at Luke 2 with me: ZEEMIRBBMETE=

Luke 2:8-10 B /048 & 2:8-10

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them,
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“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 2:8
ARFEZHFMBEERFEMA RAKBEERETFER., 229 BENEEBREMINSZD , THR
K UEREEMA. MENABRERM. 2:10 BREXMEAIE , FERNE , BRATRITNAKENES
, RXFREM,

e | bring you good news, of great JOY, that will be for all the people. EIRALRINKENE
B EXERRM,

e Notice the structure of that announcement. ;¥ &= & S A& a0FE1E,

e It's good news that joy, almost like an object, is being given to ALL people. ¥

EREL BkuG—EYR RHTEERM.
e There is joy that is given, like a gift. E4& 24 F 8, Big¥—K.
e And EVERYONE can experience it. {8 A #R a8 E

e That, right there, sets the joy of the kingdom apart from the pursuit of happiness, doesn’t
it? 5@, #E—Bh, MIEXBIMEEMERINERSRHAR, BTFZE?
e EVERYone. 8—fEA.
e EVERYwhere. {E{a]i#th /5,
e CAN. Have. It. AT KL, $&FE,

e The composition of this joy HAS to be different, right? ;S8 E SRR AR, $HIE?
e Or, look at this with me. ZRfNE—£EFFE @,

e The apostle Paul, when writing to the church at Rome, said this: E{ER#E, EBHRES
BERF, BHKR

Romans 5:2-5

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given
to us.

#EEZE5:2-5
2B MREZM RIEB HAEMUEMEERHRP WEHBREENERAN
2 e

5:3 R 8 40 Ik, B 2 7 B B
54 M A& EE & &R
550 2 R E R E . & B

o

# A
P hEHRREENR S
£
MR EMBMEE &0

B AR L AW

FEEEHEMLOE

e Notice what he says in verse 3, because it delineates the joy of Jesus from the
happiness the word seeks. Notice he says: ;TEFFE =i iR #9, ESZVE 7 BBIAME
SERH FRYSERRRDERS, fthERE

e We rejoice in our sufferings! F B & h = 42,



e And what is suffering? {+ B2 8% 2

e Suffering is favorable circumstances going away. B 2R EMFEREET .
e Suffering is struggle. B2 fliE,
e Suffering is pain. EH# 2 ES.

e And somehow, Christian joy, is INCLUSIVE of circumstances that we might call suffering.
AILIER, BERNEL SRERMBZABHEMERD,

e What the world calls joy is completely different. tf F I E 4 E T2 TR,
e It's circumstantial. t £ # = % 2 RIFHEME,
e And it can’t possibly include anything where your circumstances are less than
favorable. th R ATREAIE R FEW 1K,

e In fact, if you do some reading on happiness - and there’s a lot out there - you’ll soon
discover that people have tried to develop a modern formula. 2 & L, MR {REBREANE
BHE - HEARZERME - RMEREFRAMABZELE —EREMRH,

e They try to boil down happiness to a few simply things. {55 B4R =484 iR B —
LEEMRA,
e Realistic, not extravagant. B, FAZ K,
e Here are the big 5: HiEHEBERKIE:
1. Be in possession of the basics — food, shelter, good health, safety. #EHWERE - B&M, £
i, BER =2
2. Get good sleep. EEIR & 4F,
3. Have relationships that matter to you. 231 ¥t B © EE MR,
4. Take compassionate care of others and of yourself. ZEHFAFD,
5. Have work or an interest that engages you. & & i) T & & 47,
e Do you realize how hopeless this is? R E 8 FiE 2 % ER EBE 2
e If THIS is the formula for happiness, then we have a problem. 1R ;& B EEH A
X EMEERKAME.
e Let me explain, or give one simple reason. ;E# f#fE, HEFR AR —EEHB,

e Most people, in most places around the world, through most centuries, have never had
these things. KZ#A, R EXZHA, KBTFERESR, REEHERELSE,

e They might not even get 3 out of the 5. RIEH R H = EERA,
e So what do we tell them? Ft LA F B & ER th M+ R IE 2

e Are they doomed to unhappiness? hf# LA EERTIE ?



e Or, what happens when WE lose one of them? IR H Mk EH P —E S EKRE ?

e Being people of Joy must be more than this. fiAZEL s R—FEHRLLELEZHERA,

e In fact, kingdom joy, can not only be maintained when circumstances go south, but it can
actually grow. £EE, XEMNEL, FR2EREHTER EATUEERER,

e You say ‘How can that be?’ {RE:R, “EEEERIRENE 7"
e Let me explain myself. .:%—ﬁ:ﬁ#%g

e Buit first, let make sure we are clear on the Gospel, because our understanding of the
Gospel becomes so critical. {EE %, HME#EEEXKMABRE, RAEMEETHIER
EHEE,

e When you become a Christian your salvation is not based in your good works or your

efforts — B ARERE BMUKRERREREMBSOFERERMUMSHE,
That's a fundamental part of truly being a Christian. IRt 2 A —BAE B RS
ERH S,

e You come to the realization that it's not about you being GOOD. {RE&EHEIET

=RATREFARS,
e It's about you receiving GRACE. 2B H MBI E 8,

e And when that happens, there is a certainty you have about your life and your
future. FEIE 8, REREFHMIERFRIEK,

e All other religions or philosophies say ‘if you live as you ought to live, then God, life, the
universe, will bless you."Fi B IR EH T ER, WRIRIREZMAXLETE, BEM,
A, FH, ERIGIER.

e But If you believe the reason God blesses you is because you've lived a good life that
means you are now somehow in control? Al 21 R{RIE#HRGIIR R R AMRE —EIEX
AEMRPBIMRMEREEEET 2

e But then things happen outside of your control. 7] 2 # =15 A vl lk$a .

e And then you lose any sense of certainty about your future. {RTi & $HR B 2K 2K 2
B EMEE,

e That leads to living in a place of continual insecurity. ;E BB BELEETETRE

B
A e)

e Every religion and every philosophy is basically built on that principle. & — R 18 £
EREEEIIESHKMERL,

e “What goes around, comes around.” “BHEHEM, SEHERZ, "



e But Christianity says something different. (EE B RNUEFARNE.

e Christianity says that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. E&#
MEEBENKELZERSE.
e Christianity says that we are adopted as sons and daughters. EE R &K M2 % KER
Rz,
e We become part of God’s family. MR ABRH—&,

e Which means that it's absolutely certain you will share in the hope and glory of God
regardless of your present situation. EERZEZ MV EEMMEBENFEDEMN, TR
FAVIER 1A

e And when you realize that; E{RE2HEIE 2 ;
e when you hear that; E{REZIE 2 ;
e when you receive that; E{R#EZFIE 2,
e when you allow that to sink in - E{R 2 5552 BiFE BB D&,
e it changes everything, including the worst of times. & 2 &
T, BIEEREAMER,

e CS Lewis wrote quite a bit about joy, but most importantly, he clearly identifies the
source of Christian joy in Mere Christianity. CS i 2 i BB SRANELME, EREE
B, 7 RERE AR HREEREEMRR,
e Listen to this. He said... BEE=5E —E&, fthiR -

“If you want to get warm you must stand near the fire: if you want to be wet you must get
into the water. If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even
into, the thing that has them. They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose,
hand out to anyone. They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the
very centre of reality. If you are close to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will
remain dry.” “SNRRERERLEZFE LN, NMBREFEUEGEAKE, MBRESLE, BN,
TR, KE, RESEL SEEARFELREMRA, EETIREK, MEMAILL, HFHF
thiEEFE, B FEMAN. EMRRBANEBHRKEREHFOPOEFEMLE, IMRMEEE,
EEMKEREM MEFRSEL, RE—EEE,

— C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity CS-% 5 87 ((RERE)

e Joyisn't found in our circumstances. E4 A 2 X H MM EE PRI,
[ ]
e It's found when live, and move, and find our being, in God. 2 & FK M7 #4Em
RILESE, BIME, FRBHIRE

e It's found in our INTIMACY with God. 4 3 1/ £t 3 22 f R (% X 2
e It's found in our CLOSENESS to Jesus. & # M EER RO T ik,

e |If | were draw a graph that depicted the rise and fall of joy in my life, it would probably
look a lot like this....(rollercoaster). MR HHF A h LMW IREE —RENEE EE=2
ERH(BEILE),
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e But, if | were to also plot my intimacy with Jesus on that same graph, it would look nearly

identical. (B2, MNRFLHFERNRMWBAFERFLE—RE ©SHRERSIFEEMREM,

e Because there is a direct correlation between my intimacy with God and my experience
with joy. K% 3 B RIRR R R E S RE EEMBR,
e Everytime. —EfNit,

e InJohn 16, Jesus is comforting his disciples. TE#I B S F 162, ERER7E TR hAIFTHE
.
e Circumstances are about to become bleak. &% 5 & ’Ec 1F1R¥,
e And in this moment he says this: 7£3& & B% Z| {th SE 5 57

John 16:21-22

When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she
has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being
has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

8 E S 16:21-22

NBEAEENEERER  FAMAONBERERIT  BETET, RTABR2
=% ﬁ%k%?—ﬁii%? @Ao
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e No one will take that joy from you. ;2 B AEEEIRMEL,
o Why? BEE?

e He tells his disciples, you'll see ME again.fth & SRt BP9 £, MM EBER A,

e That’s how you develop joy. :E 2 H M aeH =S4,
e You look to Jesus. {REE £ HR X,
e You consider Jesus.{R B = HRfif,
e And you encounter a God who is sees, and hears, and cares. {RICFEEMNE R,

RR, BESIREH,

e The Creator and Sustainer of the universe will listen to you any time you want.i&

FHUEIEE N EEEIREMEEZERNRHRIRIREREE.
e Can there be a greater joy than knowing that God listens to your heart and cares? g€&

A B L IR B BARMID B R RE MG ?

e There is something deep, satisfying, and buoyant about the certainty of His attention and

His love. E#FERMBNBERRMAIFTRRZ , ME , MEZMR,

e There’s this moment in the Old Testament book of Nehemiah when Ezra has just
finished reading the law. E &I ER KL E LT H BT R AR ERK — AR,




e And the people are devastated and grieving, but then Nehemiah stands before the
people, in a really dark moment, and he says this: AMRELEMEE , BEREH KT
MANER, £—ESREREZ], SRR

Nehemiah 8:10

And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

fE % X & 8:10

NWIRMPFAFEER BEBRTNEMENELEIMMAMNNE,

e The JOY of the lord is your strength. EEMEHZELZITNNE,
[ ] J0y ié:'g?éo

e Not just present. R R 2RI,
e Not just possible. 7~ R Z AT &E,

e Butyour STRENGTH. M2 MK HE,
e The Joy of the Lord. IS. Your. Strength. SEIRFIEMFMNELZRMYNE,

e Someone comes to you and they say, “What are you good at?” —{& A\ @R, “IRiEEE
ftEE?”
e You can say engineering. fRA] LLER T 12,
e You can say athletics. AJLAZRZE &h,
e You can say leadership. AJLAZR $EE 5,

e But what Nehemiah tells us that that we should be able to say, “Joy” (B 2B K
ERBMEMEZESNR , EL

e “Imreally good at Joy.” “BRERE4.”
e It may not get you a job, but it sure sounds better than despair, right? th ¥ 58 S & Z {15
BH—EITEEN ERELEELHBES  BRTR?

e And it's exactly what your creator wants you to encounter. ;s 2 {REIEIEE BIRIEE
8,

e So. ATk,
e IF you are lacking joy, 20 R Rk Z 4%
e IF your circumstances are getting you down, il RIRIFE{RKE,
e IF you've chased pleasure and found comfort and come up wanting, 31 R {RiB&
iR, KENEFE, APERZ,
e There is a JOY that is just around the corner. B TEAZEER,

e And it's found when we LEAN into Jesus. & E &k E B RO EHERIKEIE
When we nurture that relationship. & 3 ;% #&:E B %,

When we feed it. (R & E,

Grow it. EB E,

[ )
[ ]
[ ]
e Investinit. HEE,



% B4CHURCH R

e When we take intentional time to pursue intimacy with Jesus. & 1117 = 1€ B 5

HESRELERERAIR T

e And when that joy rises up inside of us, it doesn’t change us, it changes the people
around us. EMESLARMEEDAE, EF (E)XEBHM ERERMAEABRBA,

e There is no greater witness of the tangible, practical power of the Gospel than the JOY
that is present in people of the kingdom. ;2B ELLEXE 2 REAMM B LS FIFHEH
REEREERKENRE,

e When your neighbor, your coworker, your bother or sister, when your friend
encounters pure, resonate JOY, in you, they will be drawn to the love, and grace,
and joy, of Jesus. E{RHIARIE, RIE, BRIk, MARKKEIREDMMES LR
RIS, MfIEMWERERRE, B, MMELK5,

e Amen. faPq !
Reflection & &
e Take a moment... TE—LEBER, .
e Where is your joy? {RE) = G5 7E W48 2
e And where is your intimacy with Jesus?4/R#0 B} &£ #4 B8 4% an el 2
e EldersKE1M
Benediction #ii&
e May you continue your pursuit of happiness by pursuing the person of Jesus. FE/R{f LA

IBK ERSR SR IEIBIRFIAE R FERZ IR,
e May you be delivered from the despair of our desperate society. FE{RFI{E L ERIBE S

BIERL
e And may you experience His Joy, no matter the circumstance. BE{R IR ETATIRET
HIEEMEEE,

e Amen. P9,




