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Advent / Interview EEE[%ESR/ 553K
e Explain our emphasis. f2iEHMAEE,
¢ We have a history with education in India. Tell us about that. ZFIEENEMEBTIFEFERARE
5. FEIRBANMEK,
* So up until now, what have we been doing? F7LLEI| B #ilA 1L, M —E 7 # EE?

* Talk to me about the coming year and what we are anticipating? XK ELUR B MHITELE

HEE?
Offering Z &k
Announcements &40

e Christmas Invites | You received our official Christmas invite as you came in. B &ii#5E| (R
—ERMREFE T HMERESHE 7 BEE.

e 4 services - Christmas Eve Eve and Christmas Eve 45 E RS- FLuENTELRR

¢ |f you need more to invite a friend, neighbor, or family member, stop by the Info



Genter for another one. MBMMBEEMHE S MMK, 48, RERERE, TS
BPLEESMMEE

ol

* These services are the perfect opportunity to share the love of Jesus in a special
way. ELHEFRBEARKAX I ZNHRHEBMETHE

¢ We also have invites in each of the languages our service will be translated into
(Chinese, Nepali, Russian, Portuguese, Spanish and Korean - if you would like an
invite in any of these languages, stop by the Info Center.) 1M th 5 # 3 1 &4 AR 75
ﬁ] u%ﬁ‘zgﬁ,ﬁlﬁlnn |=:( EF'I E/Eﬁﬁun, ﬁkng, %ﬁﬂ:ng, Eﬂiﬁcnn, iﬁgg - ﬂﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ?&
Lnﬁﬁ&%*ﬁnn S I E;g Al ilHn :%\¢’L:‘$E%)

e Dec. 26 | No in-person service. 12268 | 2B ERHFTH

Message 8

¢ We began this advent season with a new series, looking a the person to person interactions
of Jesus, in a series called, “Humankind.” F 1M LA —{& #r % 5| B 4R B2 S B5 B& &, 7E 38 {3 AU - 48
ARG, SIERERR A BN Z FERIER &,

¢ And the decision to do this is obviously rooted in the reality that Jesus is the central figure of
the Advent season, and it makes sense that we’d narrow our focus during this time. 33t E8

RERBRZEHAZFEHNPOANYE—RE. T EBRFEEME NEIHERHEEN.
e But it goes beyond that. {B2E AL,

e We are living in a time; we are living in a moment, culturally, in which we need something, or
someone, in our life, that is both intellectually credible and emotionally dependable. M4 E
A—ERR; ZMMEENET, #xXibEXRE EMAFE—EREEMLAEXXEFRLATE
MIRBEREEA.

. See everyone has a working philosophy, or, system, or religion. FTLIiR, SEEABBCH I(E
n_.\, %ﬁ :&;T%&

* You may not think you do, but everyone has a system, or a world-view, by which they

live. {RAIRERE&IRA, EEEAASHE E B UEFHRHEHHFE.

e We all have a way of thinking about how the world works and how we are to live in
it. RMMEECHBR#AN: HRANMEF LR EZ MM EFEED.

¢ We all have a set of answers of what’s wrong with the world, and where we are going.
BMEBE—ERRERE THERENRMASEEZRZNER

¢ We all have ideas about what is to be human and where meaning is derived. F &8 A&

BNt ER NEURE R mRMAEE.

¢ And the way we live, the decisions we make, how spend our days, is influenced by
whatever that thing is. TMMIAEEA R, HFFTMESRE, eNEEZ M B F, &

IJJEEEA E’$EI!



e Now, here’s the situation. IRE, 15X 2354,

¢ | mentioned a moment ago that in THIS moment, we need this faith system, or philosophy,
whatever it is, to be BOTH intellectually credible. HRIFRZ: BT, BMEEESEE(NE
2 UEELE FTEERMHE EEE LRI FEM.
e In other words, it needs to be rational and true. 1 A)5E:%, EEEZ2EMINE
E"JO

B

* AND we need our philosophy, our worldview, or faith system it to be emotionally
satisfying. MFERMMVELEH, HAH, AFEMERERRLFIHR.
¢ That is, it has to be relevant. It has to meet my needs and connect with my
experience in a meaningful ways | can feel. thFt 2%, EHEZHEEN, ©

DHARMBERHUER, LLUHERZINEEENAABRMEERRER,

¢ But the problem is that over the past few decades we dropped half of his equation, and we
quit asking if the first question. B2, FHEREBEMNE+5E, BEMEET LM —F, &
M ERE—ERE.

¢ Now, all we ask is, “Does it work for me?” IRTE, B RR, “E¥HFHEH HE?”

* Forget if it’s rational, or coherent, or true. TR EREEMM, EEN EEM.,

¢ [S IT FUNCTIONAL? EIIsEE RME?
e Does it make me feel good? & {# 3 & B 1F0E?

 Which has led to a very real crisis. EEH—RIFEEEEHNBEH,

* And let me explain it this way. EI EXERE,
* Maybe you’ve heard someone talk about a PLACEBO EFFECT. thFF{REE:R 3@ % B W FE.

¢ That’s something that happens when someone believes that what they are taking is
really beneficial, and as a result they see results or feel results as a result of their
positivity, not the medicine. 28 AR &thMFTIRAMNEMEE S A, MER4EE
BER MERE, MEIMNRERZINERZR A 0MAORIEE, MA2EY.

¢ And the problem with this is that if I’'m truly ill, | need more than my symptoms to be
relieved, | need the illness to be removed. BIRER, MR BEMBE T BT EEEZEE
REK, BEFEERKR.

¢ SO, depending on the severity of my illness, the placebo effect can be very
dangerous. FTLL, IRIBHBHEMBRERE, REBIMETRIEERR.

¢ Because, | might feel good, But objectively I'm not actually getting better.
A, K RERTF BAFHMER, KEE LW 2 HEEEF T4



e | could actually be getting worse. KBS L AJRE 1S HFE,

¢ And here’s the situation: If there is a spiritually objective universe, every bit as objective as
the physical universe we live in, then we could have a very real problem. &% & & #A0: 0
REERMLESNTE S HBEEMETHNYEFE —LKTE, BEXMTEEE
H—EEEREMHE,
e Why? & EE?

e Well, with the current state of thinking that says that ALL THAT MATTERS is that your
system W O R K S for YOU, in a spiritually objective universe, that’s only half the equation.
R B AT RHKR, E—ERH LEHRNFTED, TAEEMNZMHURRAMIE ERR
AR —F.

* Which means we could be living with a spiritual placebo. EEKE KM RIREEEEFE
R D,

¢ And eventually what happens is that we are going to face realities that will challenge BOTH
the existential effectiveness AND the intellectual integrity of what we believe. TR#& &% 4 1

=, M ERRE, SERENRBERMMBENFEALEMERNTE,

¢ And that’s never been more evident than what we’ve been living through, presently. & 2k:%

AHEMBE RIS EMERRE,
* See, the placebo works really really well when the economy is good. &,&E#&HE KN BITH, &
BB RIERE T,
» When your job is stable. & {REI T VEIETE B,
* When your life isn’t being disrupted. & {RE4EEZ B BITELEE,
* But when the foundation of society starts to shake. 1B .2, &t &L REBAIRENERE,
e When unrest is on the rise. & &5 MBI,

* When our freedoms are restricted, or our rights are taken, & M9 E B R
i, HPIRIE D HRIE,

* Our faith construct may not deliver warm fuzzy feelings. RIS MEEHE T R E X EIE
BEERIEMIRRE

¢ And that’s when we need to be galvanized by something that is ALSO, intellectually credible.
ERFERMEE HEMEMREERE,
* Something that doesn’t simply feel good, but IS, TRUE. HL R FHE (BE2EM,



¢ And here’s the beauty of Christianity. S8l 2 E B HHWEE.
* Jesus claims to be both. EREAmE#ZE

e Jesus claims to be intellectually credible AND emotionally satisfying. BRERER7E¥EtE Er[{Eth
EERESTABE,

¢ Which means that faith in Jesus FEELS good. But, even in those times when feelings betray
us and circumstances turn sideways, there are TRUTHS we hold on to, that fortify us. ;& &
REEMIRFERBRIT, AIEAEFRERNFE R REMR R, EPEEERMKSE, EXK
M2+ T .
* That pull us through. ;& B ¥4 & H M E @RI,

¢ The reason that | mention all of this, is that as we continue moving forward in this series,
my hope would be that you find the person of Jesus existentially satisfying. I 7EiE 12
%E%E’]E% EEMEESZTEE/RIIE, EALMERIVERLIA S FEEMmRE]D
MR R

e That you’d find peace, and meaning, and joy in who he is. {RA] LLE @t 2 H B A K
HER BENEL.

¢ BUT, | also want you to consider the implications him also Intellectually credible; {E&, Fth

mERAERAE thEE S LTS,

e consider the importance of these things if we do indeed live in a spiritually objective
universe, AND THESE THINGS are TRUE. B ELEMEEM MEXKMERLEE
E—EBREHNHAF MELEREEMN.,

e Which is exactly what is presented to us in the text we are going to be looking at today. &%t

e E A F M S REBRN MEX R RBHEEAM.

e | want you to open your Bible to Mark Chapter 1. EfRITHERERETE—E,
* We’re going to start in verse 35. 33112k i& 5354,

* And as you’re turning there, | want say this. 7E{REILEEEAFHE, AR LEE,

¢ |n the narrative we are about to read there are some aspects of who Jesus is, that we will
see, that are completely unique and they may offer some sort of comfort, or answer, to
something you are walking through, with specificity. M4 B IS R I T BB R
H—LAmE, RMEERD EMRT2BEW, EREBMEER, £ RN AE S
MMERE, HERE,

¢ But in other ways, this is not unique, because as is nearly always the case in he human
interactions of Jesus, he’s going to say and do some things that will push us toward
making a decision about what we believe about him. {BE2ER—%5mE, S~ 24
TRED, EFMERERRIE B G, MAE TR/ RMELIRE X MBS 1,

¢ And, then simultaneously he offers a to be someone who we can tangibly experience.

FERtEEXMEEMEEEM,
* He meets us in a particular moment. th7E 43 5l 44 85 %1 B2 3 M9 488



e There are things we are invited to believe. H—%%, HMHBAFZEEMAE.
* And there is a person, a real person, we are invited to be with. H—@EA, —BEEE/A, M
B R B fth 7E — RS

¢ | want to pick up the reading a little bit before the incident that will be the focus of our time.
BHAKEEMEBE-THMMUAS, ERMERHBEITEEBRMBESRFEZA,

¢ On the previous day to where will will start, Jesus had gone to Peter’s house and had spent
an exhausting day healing people. TEE &M XA], BMAETRER, ENEET —BXE
BREA.

e Let’s start reading in verse 35. EFHMFE355,

Mark 1:35

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a
desolate place, and there he prayed.

BaltaE 1:35

REBRR, RARZHMHME , BBgREXR , FI Fiv s x , EBEFE,

* So after a day full of people, Jesus needs some alone time. FrLL, EFMABEET —BX2#%
, MR FE — LB BRI,

e SAME. [E#H,

* | remember when my middle daughter was really little, we had had consecutive nights of
people in our home. EiBAEZN X RER/NOEE, EMEEEEREKRLEAEA
REEER.

* And when she found out that another day like that was ahead, she furrowed her brown, and
grumbled, “People. People. People.” EthFEIRARKN—RZE ZEKE, thEk5EHE%
& “AM A AL

* We got a glimpse into her personality that day! FFIR—X#EZ| T £

* I’m not sure Jesus said it that way, but the man needed some alone time.
EAMERFEELAESETNERR, BE AESEEEBEMNERE,

¢ But all joking aside, we so often lose sight of the flesh and blood Jesus. 4~
FtE#ER, KMEE TRt NRAZYE,

¢ The one who had sore muscles and needed a nap. fttth 2 —E S AL AAELSE
MEEESHA,
e The Jesus, who after a day full of meetings, needed a break. HRERFSE T — B R AL A
HE tthFEKE,
e Then we read... A%, HMFLEZ...

Mark 1:36-37

36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and
said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.”

Er[{gE 1:36-37

36 A IME/FE T b , 37 BA T RXIME - “ARAEBIKAR, »



e Of course they are, right? i E R EiEH%, M2
e Jesus is healing people. HRERTEEEA A,
e He’s changing lives. #h7Ett &4 45,

* Of course they come looking. & AT $th

¢ But then, listen to his response, because it teaches us something about Jesus, that will
actually make even more sense, later. BREE, 3 MIZEAMRAEIZIE, X A8 WM
BB T —LEif fREEXMEEMEAZ,

* Verse 38: 5384 :

Mark 1:38-39

38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that | may preach there also, for
that is why | came out.” 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

ErlfgE 1:38-39

38 ERERXS A1 : “HAVATAZEBIL = , BILIEN LN , REHFERELRE , RIERRNXEHRK
B,” 39F BREMAFI&H, HTRE  £RE , HR.

e This is so incredibly revealing. i& & —EIEFE EEZMER
e Jesus is having WILD success, in a human terms, in Capernaum. ERERZENEE, #ANE R
t:E BRI TEXMIAL,

¢ And the disciples, being human, and being focused on results and popularity, and all the
healings, they think “maybe we should hang here for a moment.” #s8IFIHEM, &% A,
5I?§fﬁ¥’ﬂ£$¢?’fﬁ% ZEUREE, EAMAMELSL, M8 “hFRMEXEERS
ﬁ _"“ o »
e Let’s leverage this moment. £ 314747 F| 2 @EEEFZ .

e But Jesus reveals here that his plans are different and he sees things differently. {B 2B R

SEEERMMWBTRE . aNFETRERN , hEEHRTEN.

¢ Sure, he could sit in this village and heal person after person, day after day.
fth E AT AR R, —EE—E —XE-XtiEAER.

e It’s within the scope of his ability. &2 fthBIHEE 7] LLIZE TR,
* He has capacity to do this. fthH & #ELE,

* But his purpose is bigger. B 2 fhfFERE KX,
¢ “| came to announce the kingdom of God.” He says. 1, “KFZxZEERKEMNIEE. ”
* So he moves on. FTLMLAEEE, MEEERFT,

e Then we come to verse 40, and our encounter with Jesus and humankind. #X#% & 2540
g1, FMEE T ERERFO NS,

Mark 1:40
40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can



make me clean.”
ER[{EE 1:40
40 F— P EAXMMEYKREBER |, @MHRT , % : “REE , HDEEWUREEET 1 ”

e Now. Let’s talk about this man. IR7E, EHMEAXKEBEA,
e This leper. & B KFRMEI A

* Leprosy was a mystery in Jesus’ day. Fkix % 1E EBERAY B 2RI,

* And being diagnosed with it, was being delivered a death sentence. X T FiAR, i
EWEH TR,

¢ Not only would it ravage the body, but it would tear at the very fabric of a person’s identity.
ERERTERET ANSRE HIEANSBEGHE,

e There were 3 tragic implications. EEEAE=ZHAEBHNEE,

* First, there was physical distancing that would take place. £—1&, BRI ELE,
¢ The laws of the day made it very clear, that you couldn’t touch a leper and leper
couldn’t touch you. EFFHEEZERGIEREFRE MAALIELMKARA, KA
& A A B[S AR,
¢ You had to physical distance at level unlike anything we’ve had to amidst a

pandemic. & EERMAMFEMERES —#%.

* So, imagine, the rest of your life, never receiving human touch again.
UL, BB —TF, EIRAIERES, MR LA B H A,

e Not a hug or a handshake. R BEHEHRIEF,
* Not a high five or a pat on the back. R HBEZMAMAEE.
 Never again. B th T HEEH .

e That’s this man’s life. IBREBAANE,
¢ And secondly, they cut off socially. 5 =2k, Mt P ER,

e Lepers couldn’t live with their families. FFEJE ATREBFIR AMEE—#E,

¢ And often times, because of spiritual misunderstanding, they were disowned. T
BERERAHSERNRE, MANRATERMM.

e They assumption being they must have done something to deserve this. #h{f#
RARERAMTHERETEE T ERNR,

* And they were often forced to live in the open spaces outside the city. th {75 & #

BEEHSFRERMA
e They are social outcasts. fth{fi2t# EHIEE,
 And then finally, they are spiritual outcasts. R E2&#%, tFI2EEMER,
* Imagine someone telling you that you couldn’t pray? #8{&—T, B AN&GRKIR, IRAAILIEE 2
e That you couldn’t worship? {RAFILLEFE ?
¢ Or, even that God had rejected you? BE&E, EEHERKEE TR ?

e That’s the life of a leper. EFi 2 FER ANLEE,



¢ Years ago | was riding the subway in New York, when a man boarded the train who clearly
had been living in the subterranean tunnels of the City. ZE LRI REMRFITH AL, Ei
F—EARLE th—FEUREEARTHMLTEERES,
* He was covered in soot. {h& & £ TS5,
e Clothes tattered and filthy. RKIREZEZIEE X5
e He had an odor unlike anything | had ever known. 5 tBIBRE T {E;Z2HB,

* And he slowly made his way down the center of the train car, &BF, {thiSERE | =
FaP R,

e The crowd of people parted silently as he made his way through and when he sat,
everyone moved away from his end the car, but still stared in curiosity. A{MEXA
EEMPARMESMBEBRE , EMLTR , SEAZBREHNIGEME K BERKFS
HMEEM,

* It made me think about the leper in Jesus’ day. ;& {38 3 18 2 HRER B (X BOMRIE TR A o
* Literally referred to as “the untouchables”. Fi2E LR A AB L el fEfRAI A,

* But they aren’t just called untouchable. {B#h{M 7S 1L # %8 & 7 o] Al il &4
 They FEEL untouchable. {18 2 th 5 A el fli 80

e They feel, unlovable. #{f=Z|, FHEAZH,

» Which brings us to the intersection of this story, and our story. 5& th 3% 3 118 3 1 0 5 25 B 58
HEMBERRERBE,
e Do we, or CAN we, ever feel the same? HME, HMeFERBIEEE?

* Are there things in our lives... EfIM4E R HEBEHZRMS -
* Are there things that are a part of our story... ;S EA KM E PR E1BH---
» Maybe they are there because of something we did, th 2 2 3 ab i A & B A
e or maybe it's something someone else did. th 2 2 Il A i B H,
e Maybe it’s our fault. thEF2HFR0EE,
e Or maybe it’s not. thEF 2 HMAIEE,
e But that thing is there. {BiE4-EFRTEHB.
¢ And no matter how hard we try, we can’t seem to
shake it? FEmBEMEER, BMFEBREERER.

 And because of that thing, we feel untouchable? R AE#E, FHFIRE A iAE
g ?

* Do we ever feel that way? FffEE KB IEE?
* Do we ever feel like we're not lovable? Or worthy? EfIEERBRHEEASHE 2 HE
TMEBBE?

e OF COURSE WE DO! ¥ 1M&RES !

e Listen, | don’t have to go back very far in the recesses of my memory to recall moments,



littered throughout my life, that bring up seriously uncomfortable feelings. FEEH R,
THREE L EREHELE M PRIBEEE, BERTEFRME,

e From Childhood to adulthood. ¢ ZE &£ Z|RL A .
e They are there. f@HLE,

¢ And whether we bear the outward marks, or not there’s likely not one of us in the room that
can’t identify with the leper on some level. FimEMERETH, ERF =2 BMEEMERE
AERAEIE B C EAERR E L B AR E i 9w A 4R tl:o

® So he hears. FTLMBEEER T
e There’s a man named Jesus. & —{& A WER X,
* And he can take ALL of THAT away. Mt AEIE AR TR 78 & BRis,
e And he’s in town. B fthFi7E$E4E,

* And he goes to him. ErLlfthE$dth, AR{EERER,
¢ And he throws himself at his feet, and he IMPLORES. He begs, in desperation.

fthEMMBIRT , bR, BR , E—BEBEF,

¢ And the next few moments are loaded with meaning for you and I. T FTE 4%
FIERERREFRIEL,

e First, notice how the man asks. B4, BEEEBEAREERN,

“If you will, you can...” “INR{REEE, {RLAILL---"

e He’s not questioning Jesus’ ability. #h A~ 27 & £ ERERAOAEE 1,
* He’s not doubting his capacity. A~ 1E £ th B9 K EE,

* But He IS questioning his willingness. th5%R8 2 DEES.

¢ Oh, this is such a vulnerable moment and so revealing of the human heart. B, & & % FEHfi 55
RIEFZI, 2R T HMABD,
e “Jesus, do you want to?” “BRfif, {REEEIE 2~

¢ And in a motive clarifying moment, Jesus responds in a way that defines how God feels
about you and me. ZE RBILE MR, BREAEIZM AN IERPA 7T MEREMRSZ,

e |f the circumstances of your life ever make you wonder about God’s feelings toward you -
and that’s a valid thing to do, to question - then Jesus’ response is for you. 1R {RET4
EERGEMITFTAEHMRIEEESN - MEREEME, 5 - BBIMEZIE AR
B,

e Verse 41: E411& 8T,

Mark 1:41-42
41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “l will; be



clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.
BAEE £—F%

MBS TED RBFEM R “BRE REFTE

2K fENEHERFM thRRRT,

* There are a couple of ways you can read this, and sometimes | think we read this wrong,
and so we don’t feel the power of the moment, or the authenticity of God’s heart. EZI|tL{R
AILEMEERE AREEFSEMUEERERRET, AUEMEETI f—ﬂ#?IJE’Jx . BE
ERMEY LA

e Jesus is moved with compassion. BRERES T {210,
e The language speaks to compassion. #BIEEEER H 7 AL,
 The Aramaic expression of what Jesus felt would infer a groaning. TEERRIIBEEF TS
MR ZEREE —EWHIE,

e Jesus feels something rise up inside of him. HRERERE| AL EE.

e And then, He TOUCHES him. #X#, fth{dFAFE T ith,
¢ He touches the untouchable. fthf&%E T A~ el HifR AT A o

¢ | want to reframe how we imagine this, because | think the same grinch that stole
Christmas also stole our imagination as it relates to the humanity of Jesus. FHEFEH

HEREEE RNARDRAMEEATNENT HMAET HHAMN —HE,
e See, some of us, we read this, and we see this: HL A, BIE, EESHIR:
(Formal/uptight) (IE#ft#/ZHx #4)

¢ “Moved with Pity, Jesus...stretched out his hand. Touched him. And said, “I will. Be clean.”
“ZHRZDRRE), BEK--REMOF RIET M, MERR, “Ke, MBBETE.”

e |t’s so stiff, and formal. JEEERE, FHIEMETF,

e But | don’t think it went down that way. T2 A S B2 M,
* If you pay attention to the text, | think it’s different: I1R{RFILERIERXFE, RERETR
—kk:

e The man comes. FMEMER A LB,
e Throws himself at Jesus feet. 8 H 2% HRER I AT,
* Desperately cries out, “If you will, you can.” BEMNERE , “RES , & 8
WMERET,”

¢ And what Mark is describing is that Jesus, feels this compassionate groan rise up
inside of him...it’s emotional. R AT RN, BRE|EE 5 A MRS 178 ith K
ER--E2—ERIE,
* And he doesn’t miss a beat. MR HEELE.
* He just put his hands on him and says, “I WILL! Be Clean.” {h R 2 FiRE
ﬂﬂ%’igﬁ, “BRE | ,*D,EPI]E ”



 He doesn’t stop and think about it. #;2 HETREEEHE,
e He just DOES it. bR 2%,
e Because that’'s WHO HE IS. & A& fth i 23554,

e |t’s his nature. 2R,

¢ |'ve heard people make points in sermons about the intentionality of Jesus touching the

untouchable. HEEBE ATEEETIRHRIBIABBES AN AHESERNER,

e Like, he thought about it and then did it, to make a point. Fta0FR, fMEAE K%, K%
MTES, REHER,

e But if that’s your view, then | think you miss the real point. 1R 2{RE &,
MERMEBBTEEMNER,

e The real point is that Jesus doesn’t think about the man being untouchable. EIFFEZREN
ERERIR A2 181855 8 A B T ReRli R AY

¢ He Just MOVES TOWARD HIM. it (FFEJR A ) EE E Rt (BRER) o
e He grabs him, i (ERER) $k{Ffth,
¢ He touches him, 4th (ER&R) g% 4th,
e OUT OF IMPULSE!! 1Y% & !

¢ | don’t believe for a moment that when he reaches out his hand, he thought, “Oh, this is
gonna ruffle some feathers. Wait ‘till they get a load of this.” F—ZIth RS, SithH
Fh, AR, ‘B, EE5IRERNN T MMBINEFT 2R FEZHE,”

*NO. 7&,
e Hejustdidit. thR2EMT .
* By the way, He didn’t do this because of what the man did. IEERE|, HEFEERBTIE2RA
AT S
¢ It’s not because this guy followed a formula. 2R &M AEFTEEBLRK,
e Step one: Implore. F—% ik
e Step two: Kneel. =L BT
¢ Step three: Express Complete confidence. £=% : REFETEHE D,
* No. Jesus did it because of who Jesus is. T2/, BRERE X MIEE R E AR EE K.
¢ Not because of what the man said or did. SR A&MWANR 7 M 7 1 EE,
* And how do | know THAT? F /EREENERIIE ?

e Because that is the central heartbeat of the Gospel. K A3EZ2EEHZID .

¢ Religion is what tells us that God accepts us because of what we do, or don’t do.



RBEFEMAEZEMRRARFMT HE, 2 2HMHE.

e The Gospel is the opposite. 185 2 R,

* The Gospel says it’'s NEVER about what you and | have or haven’t done.

BEREXRTZRAHEMMET HEH I 2 MHE,

¢ It’s always about what God has done, unconditionally, for us. 2.2 EH?

FRRTIEE, SRR, 22 BB,

* Rabbinical Religious teaching is that if you DO this thing, then you DESERVE that thing.’#
AU HERFR B E R INRIREEE, AEMAEFTEEE,
* It’s completely transactional. 25t £ X 5 148,
¢ But if Jesus is showing us who God is, then he is TOTALLY ERADICATING the
transactional nature of our understanding of God. {B 2 40 & BREX7E [ 28 BA
MR BENETSNRBREMERBNRZHNERE,

* | have to finish the story, because it's SO good. HEFEETEENRE, RACEERREE.
* Look at verse 43: & $ 43

Mark 1:43-44
43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See
that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

5 A {8 5 1:43-44

43 BB X Bk Ex B9 VB MY fth , BR 4T 2% #h E
4R MEEERE, EEEHF A
AA&MRRFT, BRLEBEF 9 KWW IE

REXREGEREIARE. X
EE# .

T A,
., HR

ol

>0

e This past week | went a blazers game with a bunch of folks from our staff here. LBHMNHE
—HRIIEFTHREBEBREMWLE,
* And we were in the cheap seats. B4 MERZRETMALF,
e The ones where they offer you oxygen half way up, because of the elevation.
ERERAEBERESEMNRR, REFILEFERANERME,
e It’s like being on top of mount hood. FhiF1&EH A EHoodE ILUTE—#k .
* “Are those ants playing basketball” “H}LE7E T E+T &5 Bk #4245 1505 2~

* So, I’m sitting there, and | realize, there’s a crowd up here. T2 1E 48, E#H T, #iE
BE—E A,
e Like a scene. Fi{&—E4EFRIIGS.,
e [t'savibe. A—FEKRE,

e There’s a nosebleed cheap seat crowd that shares a certain DNA. ;S £ E H MR EHEEE A
574 & A — B HEAIBIDNA,



e AND there’s a courtside crowd. ;2 B 152 i i — @ A B,

e These are two TOTALLY different crowds. :EREABEZET—EM,

e Well, what we just read is Jesus going up to the nosebleeds and offering this man courtside
tickets. EMFBIIMEXHGIEAMIIBEHORBEEELME, MAKTEBANA—ES
S2EERENE.

¢ Even though Jesus, obviously, wasn’t concerned with keeping the rabbinical law, he tells
him to go to the priest and have his condition verified. & SXER &%, B85K fth il 7€ B8 <7 I
ALERRER, A EFREAZINEEBELBMMEREET .,

e Why? Z&{t+REEIRE ?

e Well, remember what he’d lost? {RE R {MEkET HE?
* Remember the Physical distancing, and the social stigma, and the spiritual

ramifications? EZEESFEMEEMMNIEEN, HENESR MBESENERE?

¢ Jesus wants to restore ALL of that. ERERERIEEE— Y,
e |[t’s wholistic. @A £,

 Because THAT is who Jesus is. & & A8k 2 BR %
* He renews ALL of life. #1EEH = EZBYE D,
* Every corner of our existence. ZMELEME—EEE.
 He makes us whole. #fFH Iz 2,
¢ And then, one more thing, check this out. &, KREFEE.

e Jesus tells the man not talk about what’s happened. HRER & EREATFREERANARE T HE,
e But we read this in verse 45: {B 27 F 45818 %:

Mark 1:45

45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people
were coming to him from every quarter.

B A 8 § 145

ASPAEE, BRASZWE, LEGHSTESGHT, UWBHKLERERISHEHH
MEHN, RIFENEZBEFHAE . ARZSER EJLTWJXO

e The guy didn’t do what Jesus asked. & A& & ERRE A,
e He starts telling everyone. fthBRtRERATAE A
* So much so that Jesus has to leave town. 0tk %, UM ERER S BfBHE
o

e Question: REE

e Did Jesus take it back? HRER{EEE AUk [E] T & 2



* “Oh, you didn’t do what | told you to do, so your healing is canceled!” “l#, {2 HIRE L EIR
B E M, FTUMRME R EWILET 17

=

* Nope. &H &,
e Why? A{E"?
* Because wasn’t conditional to begin with. & % ¢t — Bk 2 EIE L4/,

¢ Oh. One more question: & — &R E

e Do you think the guy could help it? {RESIBNEEHTETRRE ?
* Nope. AHEHI,
e Why? B&{FEE?

e Because when the creator of the universe has made himself known to you, you can’t help
but want others to know him. A EEFHN T LB S ERARBR , RETETFTRES A
XD'UD&*&O

* You know people play these games. {RE1E NS LS FE &L,
* Like, “if you were a tree, what kind of tree would you be.” i, “MNR{RE—I1E#, 1E
T ERE, ”
* Or, “If you were dog, what kind of dog would you be?” &, “MRINIRE—EM, IRE
EMBERE 2"

e Which, by the way, | always say I’'m pretty much a Labrador retriever. |[B{& % —
1, BERRRLTE—ERNmEZRA,

e I'm pretty easy going. HIRFEF,

e ’ll chase a ball if you throw it. MIRRIHEK, HEEBEXE,

* | like playing in water and laying by the fire. = &kIm/K ¥4 7 N2,

e But that whole game is just a way of getting to know what someone is like, right? {18

BEEERAR —EAXEAREYSHMERE , HE?

e Well, last week, Pastor Alex reminded us of something the Bible makes really clear.

£38, Alexii Bz EE H MEEEFERBHREN.

* God says, “if you want to know what | look like, look at Jesus.” #:%, “anR{REEEH 2 EX
B, REERER,

¢ And let me tell you, if Jesus, is the picture of the invisible God; if Jesus is the answer to our
curiosity about the character and nature of God, then the universe is rigged in your favor. 3£
HERR, MRAEETRA R 200E; MR BHRSHME MR AREMITTONEER, BE
EFHMEEBRM,

¢ Because the one who created it, is for you EABEEFEHN, SEBIRM,



Reflection & B

¢ Because of all of this...we should live with wonder, and abundance, and freedom. &

AHe—U- HMEEFERS S8 MBAP,

 And if we are not we may not know him. MR HKMAF2EEMN, hHERKME
TEEREM,

Benediction #1iE

fobe

¢ Christmas festivities in the commons: Corey And Whitney Parnell and Hot Cocoa. X & 28 it &
EE IR T EMEAA ],



