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Line whisperer? WE all want to know who we are. Where are we in the play? #R#ERE5
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What is spiritual formation? It is the process of being shaped into the image of Jesus
Christ...but it is ALSO the process of being shaped into the image of the person He
created me to be. Spiritual formation is where His image (who He is) and His
workmanship (what He has created) come together perfectly in a human life. {+EEEZ
HE8E? SRREERIREELRIGBIE. ... BEHREEHMAMBIEHAMER
HBFE, BRI R (25 Fte T/E (MATRLER) EAEAFPTERES
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(Slide 1)



Spiritual formation happens when His image (who He is) and His workmanship
(what He has created) come together perfectly in a human life. E#ha0# & (fh 2 5#)
Mt EO/E G (BATRIER) AN EEFTPEEHER, EMMERMERA,

(Slide 2)
So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27
B i 58 1:27
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(Slide 3)
For you created my inmost being;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made;

your works are wonderful,

| know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you

when | was made in the secret place,

when | was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;

all the days ordained for me were written in your book

before one of them came to be. Psalm 139:13-16
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The word of the Lord came to me, saying,

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
before you were born | set you apart;
| appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:4-5
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(Slide 5)
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10
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The image of God - the imago dei, it's the irrevocable piece at the center of your being.
It's the thing that was created IN YOU before the foundations of the world. All these
scriptures mention that it preexists our human life form, but that it is distinct to each one
of us. It's the piece of the nature and image of God that you uniquely possess. f#EI#
%——imago dei, ERRFER DA AIHEENES . EREHRIAE ZAIMEMRE LEIE
HZRAIRTE, TAESLREXHMRIEANBMAAENEGEAMEE, EEHEMEEA
KEREBEZRR, ERIMBEFHEEN LFREMBRMN—E7 .

Spiritual formation is not the homogenization of humanity. That's what we default to, but
that idea is tragically weak because all we really know to do is look like the person who
we think is most like Jesus. And that person only represents one small part of the
enormous, universe-filling image of God. So if you try to remake yourself in the image
of God and the image of Alex or Casey or Jamie, you'll be unhappy and unfulfilled most
of your life. Not because Alex or Casey or Jamie is bad, but because you were never
meant to be created in their image. FEMRIR MR EAENRIEIL, EREHEMEEEH
MBEEBREREBHERN, RARMEEMEZMMMEETEREEMB ARG
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But Dr. Seuss says: Today you are you, that is truer than true, there is no one alive
who is youer than you. (B 2181 &R SKIMUEM, ELLEBEFEE, &8 ALLLMR
HHE,

Right now, we can look around and see entire churches being created in the image of
their compelling or charismatic leader. Entire generations being created in the image of
whoever is most beautiful or most talented or unique. IR7E, HFIREEE, BB EH
SN RBESACERIEBAMEHMIEREEN, BE—KABUREE. RETE
BB ARG EEE K,



| had a vision: a painter working on a brilliant, one-of-a-kind, priceless masterpiece, and
when you pull back, you realize that he is painting a piece of a puzzle. A —{EFER: —
MEREAERE—HIEERN. B—E . BEENEE BEMER DK, (MER[RMIEE
EHEIR—15,

Piper and the puzzle. The puzzle is incomplete without you. The piece inside of you is
the imago dei and I'm telling you, it's worth oceans of dollars. JRIAFIZ¥RE, ;2 AEIR, B
B ATE, AL IME LFTHRER, EEHRR EBEHEEET.

You know it’s very valuable because from the moment you took your first breath, there
has been a war for possession of the piece. The dark side is working night and day to
cover up and obscure the piece of God’s image in you and the Holy Spirit is at work to
bring it to the surface - to help you find your sense of at-homeness living right in the
center of who you were created to be. The imago dei cannot be taken from you - this
piece of the puzzle is yours to keep. It is surrounded by a physical body - with its
own needs and wants - and your body is surrounded by a whole world of external
circumstances and the whole world is surrounded by an unseen kingdom of powers
and principalities. {REIEEIEEFEE, FAERME —RERMB—ZIE, FEEHE
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So the imago dei can live buried beneath anger, rage, lust, insecurity, wounds, darkness
to the point of complete obscurity. It can be suffocated by shame. It can be buried in the
rubble of the kingdoms of this world - but it can also be unearthed. Excavated.
Emancipated. Ritt, EFRRALAFEER, BR RE. FXERx 50, BEZT,
EET2HARER, EREHENRER, ERUBIETEEEHER EEMEREP—IE
HAEI MRIEHE 2R, 2R 2RA, 1FRERRT o

Here are things | believe to be true about the imago dei: LI FTR2HZEABRNR LELFRENE
E'lﬁ/ﬂ.

-It reflects what’s happening in heaven. We don’t talk enough about heaven because
Jesus Himself set that up as our prayer and out goal: On earth as it is in heaven. In Bo
as it is in heaven. WE live with tragic misrepresentations of heaven. It's not boring. It's
beautiful and more alive than we will ever be while we’re stuck here ‘under the sun”. -E
RELTREEEEREMNSE. HMERENKRBETH, HAHBREEFEETEAEM
RIS B R A EREER L —K., ABMGEXRE K. HMEEE iTHE;E’J?.H’;
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-It is entirely good, true and beautiful. Like God. (Reference: Christ in you, hope for
glory) But it is unique to each of us. It contains every good, true and beautiful
characteristic of us. Who we are and what we love are not incidentals, they are
essentials that make us the reflection of God’s workmanship that only we can be. |
have a friend who loves to shop at thrift stores and find hidden treasures....she
recognizes the value in something that can be restored and made new again. She’s
that way with people as well. It's the imago die in her. ERXE22EM. EEMN. EEM,
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Carol Anne loves words and books. Steve Mitchell loves art and theology. Casey loves
music and he knows how to buy the perfect gift. (Story: Steve and “golfing in
heaven”. Me = libraries in heaven.) | believe that CS Lewis is writing his best books
in heaven and chefs are cooking their best meals and vintners are cultivating their best
wine. The best plays and operas and ballets are in heaven. (Challenging to believe?
Maybe - but it’s problematic if we don’t. How arrogant to look at the things we love on
earth, created by our frail human hands and assume that God has not created a better
one of those in heaven.) R#ER TREABXFMEFRE, EFHFEX- RKUBEAZSEMNEE,
FARETE MAENAEETEMNEY. (8F EEXNXREEMNERX", H=XE
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Heaven is humanity finding the place they were always meant to fill, the beauty they

were always meant to create, the work they were always meant to do. Heaven is not
resting in peace, heaven is living in our Clearest, truest, most beautiful identity. All parts

working together perfectly. And THIS is why Jesus said, when you pray, pray this: Our
father in heaven, holy is your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.” XEZABHIMM—ERZEMAMA, i —EREZRERIEEE, i
—EREMINIE, REEFZLRR MELEMEEW. REE. RXEBMEMNLEE, T
BEMHTRES, ENE AT EIRMAR, EMisEMEMR, ZEKiss HMNXR, FEMR
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-It exists independently of our finite timeline. God created us ultimately for heaven,
so while our bodies will likely change when we transition, the imago dei - the good, true
and beautiful in side of us - will come alive and take center stage. This is - as 1 Peter 1
says - “the incorruptible seed” coming to full, eternal vibrant life. BUT: Jesus says - we
can live more of it here than we're living. EEI R M A RBEREMELE., EFRE
AXRERETHM, FHit, HARMHWSRERMESRUREREEE, BRMANDLHE
R.EEMEZBHERBEEIBEI(GBEROES, ENKRFIESE 1 ZfMR, EMET
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Spiritual formation is identifying and removing whatever covers over the imago
dei. Spiritual maturity is living out of the imago dei and beauty embedded within
it. (Also?Happiness) ZE 4 IZ 5L 2 A il ERE S E MR LT R, B LR
BEH EFMRRIMEPERMEE. BF ?%=18)

Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It
was about noon. John 4

Y 1E S 4:4-6
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He didn’t have to go through Samaria. It was way out of the way. A& @IS F|
B, ERRIERHEA,

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give
me a drink?” John 4:4-7
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Jesus didn’t have to go to Samaria and the woman didn’t have to go to that well. There
was one much closer. She also didn’t have to go at noon. That’s not when women
draw water? Why did she go at noon? Probably because “that’s not when women draw



water.” She didn’t want to be with them. She’s got a shady back story. BRERA 4% I
FE, TAMTLERBOHF, EFE—EFELN, thPFHFRbE, BRERAFTKEIEHE
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Jesus first SEES her - unheard of in this culture -and then, CALLS to something in her.
He is suggesting that she has something he needs. Her response? BREXES & Ziiith
— EEEEXI P EEMREN—RE, BHhg FAFELRA, M RhEhEE
RIERTE, MhARIE?

You are a Jew,” said the woman. “How can You ask for a drink from me, a
Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) John 4:9
HWEEE 49
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This is our first glimpse of the ways the woman feels inadequate. Here we see the
things that have covered over the imago dei. Her ethnicity, her pedigree, her gender,
and soon we'll see - her failures. Jesus is not one bit deterred by either of these things
because the son of God is not just human, he’s humane. He is immersed in a society
that is steeped in racism and misogyny but he is not a racist and he is not a misogynist.
EREME—XRBIEANXTREBSTHFNAR., TEEEMBITEEEHELHN
R, MhEviERE. Ry mAE. shedttnl, RREMAEFI—r kK, BRFBRERER
EMGEME RAMMNREFRMERA MESTFAEALEN®, tBE—EFXRGERTIE
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They go back and forth about living water. Jesus tells her “if you only knew who you
were talking to, you would ask Me for a drink. And then he tells her...f{f & § 513&:E K
RIRIRE, BRERE &Rt : “ONRIREE(REFMR G, MMAERKEKE, AEfttSRt......

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But
whoever drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him
will become in him a fount of water springing up to eternal life.” John 4:13-14
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When | am truly and actively aware that the incorruptible image of God lives in me like a
well that is able to gush out with life & healing for my world - | don’t need to fall apart
because of a job title change or a shift in the economy or a transition in government. |



don’t need to obsess over my failures. | don’t need to obsess over the always-changing
things like dress size and whether or not skinny jeans are still a thing. When we live out
of our truest identity, people’s opinions do not have the same power over us. EHEIE.
BBt EHD EFFMUBRE - OH —REERER, EHABMWERFHEMRNES
F— BRI EER ARSI BERER BT EEMARE. BTFRELRNERK
B, BFFEHMENTEEEMEE LNKRRBLURRSFFEEEMHART. BF
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The imago dei within you represents a piece of His image the world needs to see. As
we lean into it and live out of it, we become people with clear identity who are able to
fully occupy the space in the puzzle that only we can occupy and that space isn’t a job
description or a title or a resume - it flows out of you in coffee shops and HOA meetings
and in conversations with your dearest people and your most frustrating enemies. The
piece of the puzzle is yours to uncover, and as you do, your best and most interesting
life unfolds with it. {RREMBHBRARTHEHRAZTEFTINHMER. EEMBARE S
WEHER, RMAERAEFRESHMNEHMA, EATSEGHERRBTHMT 6
(HBAIZER, MEREZEMAR—EIT/Erat, SREEEE, MEEMBEE. HOA LUKk
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Questions for you: [A] & 1.4 [A] &
HANDOUT i
-what do you love? {RE{FE ?

-to do? To see? To create? To experience? EM? BE? Al&E? ek
-What do you hate? {R&FER{TEE ?

| hate ALS and my friend hates human trafficking. Actually, we both hate both of those
things, but one is embedded in my heart and one is embedded in hers. She does't
resent me for putting my energy into fighting ALS - she cheers me on. | don’t resent her
for .... | give money to her fundraisers and she gives to mine. We value that we each
hold something dear because it's been planted in us by God. Our church is working
very hard to build wells in places that don’t have water - in order to have the passion to
do that, we have to HATE that beautiful lives are being cut short because of water
Bourne illnesses that are totally preventable. FEtERANZEMEEIREILE, FAIAR R thETER
AORE, £, ZMMARKERGS, ERMOEET—E, i bELE—E, thitF4&
REZAF A ALS— b AT MNB, FAEFKR. ... . HIthHEIEBERK, th
HEHEMNERTETS, HMDREMEBEABSHRNERA BAERLFRERME LM,
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-What makes you laugh the hardest? {+ EE{RXBFXEE ?

What makes you cry? =+ EEEE{REEHL 2

-happy tears? -sad tears? -l don’'t know what tears these are” tears? =EEHIRK? -
FREHRR ? -“EAEERMERR R ?

When you're at your best, how do you show/express/live out your love for other people?
ERRRFHIE O/, fRAN{aImfth A FRE/REFHIRHE 2

-Your children {REIEF

-Your spouse {REIEZ (B

-Your friends/family? {REIRR K/RE ?

-Your enemies? {RESERA ?

-People in need? EEEMA?

fuiis  FE S b R R A FRE R M OE, RESERBIHER, FEEMEREIIALZ M
MPES, ARMAEEH LEHIBFNE R, IR IE T HMAERAIMAIERNR, UK 22
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NOTE: | probably won’t use this one, but throwing it in just in case. :) (W HEAE
REEEREX, BT EEMTERER)

8So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the
Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we
are changed into his glorious image. 2 Corinthians 3
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