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Message &

¢ Now, I’d like you to open your Bibles to Romans 1 because today, we are beginning a study
in what | consider a monumental book of the Bible. 337, ZEARRITHAMMNEBERLIIEEE
F1E FASK EMEFRRSEET AR —HMEFRSERNELKES.

¢ Augustine, who was know for his wild ways, was literally, converted by simply reading it. &
HTUEESEMESZ, ETERY, W2 RARBESHEMEE R 7 EER®,

e Martin Luther was so rocked by its words that it inspired the 95 thesis and the reformation.
ET RERCHEERRE, BRMET OSEERRN2RETHHRE,

¢ John Wesley, who launched the greatest revival in history, credits a hearing of the reading
of Romans for inspiring him. $8- B EZETER EREXNER, thZEAE—RERE
ERET .

¢ In my personal library, | own more volumes on this book of the Bible than any other book.

AERHEANESEE HEFRANERDEAEMN ML MEMENS,

* And there’s something fascinating about it - you know what it is? TE 4 A Z #ph 5 — R
pIIPER s ]

e |[t’s not a book. EEFZE—ARE,
e |t's a letter. EE2—%HE,

e |t’s a letter written by one man, to a group of people, living in some, other, place. 5& 2

—HE—EARGEEEEMTHN—EFHANIE,

e A letter. —%HE,

e Think about the last letter you wrote. B2 {RBIFRH —HIE,
e Or, email, or, note card, or whatever it is you wrote last. 2%&, &F &4, &, ;8FEF
, BEMMREENEREA,

e Even a paper for school. £EZEZ2Z2RKMHX.,

e Can you imagine, people, famous people. {REEFE{GE—LE N, —LEZ A,
¢ Remarkable people, Brilliant people, For centuries, claiming that it transformed their



lives? BRHEBIN, ERBIAN, ZEHEICLKR, BRERE THMMERE?

P

* Now, I've had people talk about things I've said or written, plenty of times. IR7#E, HERKEZEA
MR E Rt mB R BT BHIENE,

¢ A few years back | gave a message on Paul’s teaching regarding singleness, called ‘so
what if you’re single’ and one of the ideas | presented was that marriage was really a
Christian’s second best choice. % 8il, HIAREFNEFHNHEF —RME, FEA“M
RMBESEEW, RRETHERZ—Z BREERESRMRERE,
¢ Paul’s teaching is pretty obvious on singleness being advantageous for particular
reasons, BUT, if you can’t keep your loins from burning, then go ahead and get
married. REMNZERPARE, ESUFKNERZEFEN, B2, MRMELR
L AREDETE, ARER R HEHEIE,

¢ Now, before you fill my inbox with emails, let me tell you that | got enough hate mail - from
people | never knew - to last a lifetime. IR, ERAEFEHERBT UG FE 2 AT, EX
HERIR, HEI T RASHNREBE - REBRFFTEOA - TR -4,
e | was shocked. HERT,

e But you know what I’'m talking about, don’t you? {B{REDEFKIERTE, F21E ?
* You posted something on Facebook, fR7t Facebook fE#E L& T —LLR A,
e Or sent that email, &% T ABEFEF,
* You wrote that letter, {RE T ABEHE,
* and everyone was talking. 18 A #B7E K :h .

* The impact was big - just not what you thought it would be. E£ZREK—-RE2F 2R

BRI

e Imagine just the opposite. 2848&, [EiFHA&X.

* Imagine people saying it’s the greatest explanation of the Gospel of Jesus and how to live
life with God. #8&—T AFIER:E R HERERIE T LA R IN{a] Bd 1 L GRS (R R FE
e Imagine that. %8 —T,

e That’s exactly what happened with this letter that Paul wrote the Romans. &1 2R #& =#5#E
BAREHERBLENSEE,

* The scholar and theologian, N.T. Wright, said this about the book of Romans: That it is... —fi
SEMHER, NT RS AREREELRR  ER......

“...neither a systematic theology nor a summary of Paul's lifework, but it is by
common consent his masterpiece...an Alpine peak towering over hills and villages.
Not all onlookers have viewed it in the same light or from the same angle, and their
snapshots and paintings of it are sometimes remarkably unalike. Not all climbers
have taken the same route up its sheer sides, and there is frequent disagreement on
the best approach. What nobody doubts is that we are here dealing with a work of
massive substance, presenting a formidable intellectual challenge while offering a



breathtaking theological and spiritual vision."

- N.T. Wright

“nn T ERR MR, AR HRE A THENER BLRMERMAEE. ... —ES
ERBLUMME LR REILE, SIFMESHENUARMEMAAERESE, it
MEHEMBRENESEERIEETR, LFEMENELERRKMZZERIBHBIRES MA
AREARLEEFES K. BEERME RMEEEEHME—HNTEENER, 1B
H T —IRERIBAIIEM EAIRE, RRREH TS ABEEMNREMNER LEHNRA,”

- N.T. 245

e A formidable, intellectual challenge. — I8 £R §5 RO R 14 AU Pk B .

¢ But our reason for walking through Romans together is not because of its intellectualism -
it’'s the transforming message of faith and life that it impresses on every person who reads
it. BEEM—ERNEREEENRELTERAECHEL R ——MECHE—EEEETE
ZINZH T ANEEMEEMNERBER,
* For every person who has longed for meaning, Romans provides it. ¥R EEiR
HEERMA, BEERERE,
¢ For anyone who has ever desired a faith relationship with God that would touch
down in real time, in our life, Romans shows the way. ¥R {ERIA, T BEEmE
SEMRAR, e R I HMMBRELEE KMMEGESH, HufimsE BEES
1EEA T EER,

e | want you to imagine this with me. FABiE{RFIFZL —ELEGEE,

* Paul wrote a letter, to a group of people... R BB —BHABT—H1E......
* Regular people. & A,
e Living in a city. {¥#— B,

* He hadn’t been there. thA~7£ #B4E
* He'd just heard about them. fthFI Il 5= 55 8 fth 173,

* Some were single. BXRE 5,

» Some were working good jobs making lots of money. HY: AMEREEM T/E, B TR
%%,

» Most were likely not. KZHEIRETR =2,

e Some married. HHIFEIET

e Some had kids. HEAETEF.

* Some were soldiers. B2+ &,

¢ Some were business owners. B ZHEF,

¢ Some were women. Some were men. HEELE, FEZEE A,
® Some had a past. HEAFREHBEE,

* Both religious and irreligious. e REHIERIEREH,

* All of them had hopes for the future. fiffi&EREt R K FEMm A E,

* And they’d heard the message of Jesus. #th 5= %I 7 BR &R A41
e They’d begun the journey. #h{fBH#E T ici2.

S
(A% Xe)

il



¢ They’d started down the road, but not too far, and certainly, (and maybe like us),
thought, there’s got to be more to this, than this. 11*31F1E.%§Téﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?'£i§55*2%
F BRERE, — €, (HFGEM—%), B, KTEHE EFELZHEA,

 They gathered, and they scattered. #hfR&E, X581,

* They met in homes and in halls. f{fZEREFKEERE.

* They saw each other at the market and in the streets. #h{fi7E /5 EF## £ RBE A,
e Their kids went to school together. fth{ff7%F—itc k22

¢ They had mutual friends. i £ RVAAK.

* They were doing life, the best, they, could. (p) 4 EF2, BthFIFTEEh £ E,

¢ And then one day, this letter gets delivered. R&E—XK, EHEWEET
¢ And they ALL, Gather, around, to read it. &8 REE—EBEE,
¢ And it sounded a bit like this: FE#2 2k 5 258 5E 4 -

® “Paolo, servo di Cristo Gesu, apostolo per vocazione, prescelto per annunziare il
vangelo di Dio, 2 che egli aveva promesso per mezzo dei Suoi profeti nelle sacre
Scrltture T REE, AEREBRHEAN BEMERE SEEFESELFHEST, 2 88
fth £ BRI rh FEE RO SE RN AT FEEF RA, 7

e Ok. Wait. Actually, that’s not what they read. &—T, B L, EF2MMEZIM,

¢ That’s Italian - and even though Rome is in Italy, the people spoke Greek - (and Latin) - not
ltalian. ERERFIX, #ARBEEEKF, AFEREE BRI T), MAZHEEKRFIX,

e |n fact, Julius Caesar’s last words were NOT “Et Tu Brute” EE £, Ll SH- 12K ERE
& “Et Tu Brute”
* They were actually recorded as “Kai Su Teknon” E1EIE = ““Kai Su Teknon
* Greek for, "And you also?” 2 ECH) “fRth 2152~

»n

e The Romans spoke Greek. #&E A& FIEE,
e They read in Greek. 1R 3E 7 i 32
 And Paul Wrote in Greek. ff LMR & AR IE XRE(E,
* Which is really important to understand, and here’s why. BIEE—BEEE, S 2FEHA.

e First, it’s important to note that ANY English version of the Bible is a translation. &%, ZI &
HZ, R — AR X EERAERIINZFRN,

* But second, | believe there is a bit of a conspiracy. X, HBIE;SE 1718 H — B2,
* (I have to talk about conspiracy because Rome is the home of all kinds of great
conspiracies.) (FwZEREIEE, RERAREABEREERMIEER.)

* Now, maybe it’s less conspiracy, and more omission. IRTEZRER, FIREALepeik, T L

E%o



¢ But in either case, there’s this fascinating detail that is omitted from the English Translations
of the New Testament. EiRMEFR, EHNERLMEXFED, A - LHASROME
WERET,

¢ It says one thing in Greek, and it says another in English. EHEX RN —FEE, BEEAEHE
XS —TEE,

* AND, this omission, in my opinion, has SERIOUS consequence. ;22 & l&, EHEXR, ARE
MEER,

¢ What we miss, might be why we miss so much of the life transforming faith that
Paul, and the church at Rome, experienced. ik E#, AR MLERN
RENEERGEEMNBIEZEGNEEMEMNMNEREER.

¢ |n fact, this one little detail, this nuance, makes so much difference that some of you, today,
may walk out of the room and say, “I didn’t know that’s what it meant to be a Christian.” &
BrL, 58— BRELRIMAED, 5 —BAHIMAMER, HEMPMW—LEAZEFEEXR, hFSKXEME
HEE, ZMER ERREFANEFEBERNEES R,

* Some of you, you MAY be uncomfortable. {R{fihf—L A, Halgeit FEEHELIER,

¢ But for others of you, this might also explain why it seems like you have all the puzzle
pieces on the table, but you can’t seem to make sense out of them. {EZ2 ¥R FH—Lk

A, SETSTATTLUERE A M EIRE 2 EAB Bl S, B2 e BB RER,

¢ And so you may leave today, really knowing what it means, for the first time. #22Z

RS R EHE, ME—REFETEEANEE.

¢ This one detail might explain why this faith is so remarkable, and so transforming.

E—RERMEMRRET AN BREEESMREEERE, EERNEEMMREN.

¢ We’re going to look at the first seven verses of Romans chapter one, but it’s in the third
english word, of the first verse, that we find the controversy. &ﬁ“ﬁ%?ﬂi%%«%‘é%%)}
—EMRTtH. EREF—HMNE=ER, BMEFINFLEE

e And it’s in the fifth english word of the seventh verse, that we see it’s relevance. R&EEFE R

EFFAME @R, EMEEeMIERTE.

Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and
was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name
among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To
all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

BEE11-7

1 BEHEEBNIMARE ., FENERE , FIEHNET., 2 XET2HMAEXREH,. EXE&



EFRTNYFRY , 3R L F REEHKER , HAKH , EMNADEELEN, 4 RESHRU,
EMIEE &, UKREEARBIWILT. 5 RIMZTEE, AEENRD, EAE Y
AR BEREE. 6 HPtBRNXREABBHEZEN A, 7 REFARNEZT I NER
. BEEEENAA. BREFR., NERINHKXE, FEMBHEE, HERI

e Paul starts this letter with a metaphor. {£#& LL—E LB RE 1S,

¢ The purpose of a simile or metaphor, you know this, is to make something come to life,
right? —ELLBHNER , (RAEHN , 2R TINRER , HE ?

* When you have a word picture, things connect. You have better understanding. &R & —1&F
=, MBI EYIEE L, MMERIFERA,
¢ If someone says, INEH AR,
¢ Eyes, like saucers - saucer’s are big and round, and you get an image... iR
m, BRIt XAXE, ffELLEFIER.
e All the world’s a stage (Shakespeare) You see a stage, life is being played...
HAZ—EAZES, CFLhm), MUGEI—EEE NEGEESLRE..
e Hotter, than a Firecracker - Immediately, you know this thing is hot. Lt 4T
BEH - B, MRBAMEERTERE,

e Now, some don’t make sense to me at all. IR7E, HLEEFHKTEIEMR,
* I’'m sweating like a pig - I’'ve never had a pig...drenched in sweat. HAEF—#RT -
Btk 2ARB—ERTHE,
¢ Or, ’'m so hungry | could eat a horse - HEHFAILUIETFT—LE,
* When was the last time you ate horse? {R Xz E 2 HERZ?
¢ On purpose? &EHIIE ?
¢ |'ve never been SO hungry that | think, “I could go for some stallion steaks
right about now.” EERFERAREME, “RREMERZEH.”
* Never. #ERTE,

* You get the point. Metaphors, Similes - paint a picture. {REAE TIE, tbM , RIGREE —IF

==}

* Paul starts this letter with a metaphor. A single Word. £ LL— & tE B RIE S,
¢ It paints a picture. 8 E—1g=,
¢ And yet, like these last two, it makes no, sense, at all. And you’ll see why.
BEHGATHRE—% TR, RRRREEINAMTE,
* Here it is again, as we read it. BB K EEH L,

Romans 1:1

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God

EEE 11

1 RHREENIMARY ., EENEEK. BREENES.

» We call ourselves all kinds of things, as we relate to Jesus. & M7 £ BB RAIRAR, FmTLL
RECRIERMT,



* The Bible uses many different titles. R A T B Z FRIAEEHST,

* The one we use more than any other? Christian. {+EZEE#IE MBS RS ? £BH*,
¢ Interestingly, the word Christian appears in the NT only three times. Bi#RfIE, EF
RAEFNELERHBFAB=R,
¢ And there are numerous other words to describe this relationship we have. {824l
FFESHEMPARBEREMIEER R,
¢ But there is one word used SIGNIFICANTLY more...overwhelmingly more, than any
other. (ERH —ERAANEE AR M, BEM4EEBEMEA,
¢ |t’s the metaphor Paul chooses here to explain his relationship to Jesus. &L &
FRTEE 12 FTE A r & th FNERER A RA 4%

e Over 124 times, (compared to three for ‘Christian’.) this word that is translated ‘servant’
here, is used. #iB 124R (FBELR “BE B/ HM=R), EEFAMEZEBRILE “EA"

* When the people of Rome received this letter, the second word they saw was this Greek
word: EEE B ERKIERER, BIMNE_EFRMNEEBEFEX:

SouAog (doo-loss)

e But here’s the amazing thing: it doesn’t mean servant. (B2 FHHEBEAEN . ELEFREANE

==
N o

* And it would have immediately jumped off of the page at them. ;& 8 38 & & £ {&#% L Bk 2 4th
Al

e |t would have been hotter than a firecracker. ;& LL#EifE 1,

e This word was controversial. ;EEAHE Fi&.
* This word meant something to the readers. EEFAHMNBERRE S .

¢ When they saw, “Paul, Doulos of Christ Jesus” they knew exactly what it meant, and it
wasn’t ‘servant’ the way our translations say it. E#fE|, “R7E EEIRFRY
Doulos, ” i MEERHTEER, EF2HMBIEN “EAN HER,

¢ Over and over we see this word translated servant...but it’'s not what it means, and this has
led to significant misunderstanding of the Christian faith. —XX—X, 1% 238 184
HEREAN.EBR EEFREMNER, EEFEMEESHREME T —EEKHIZLAE,

¢ I’'m about to say something that might sound extreme, but I’'ve thought this through over and
over again. L ER W] LISk A B iR, EEHREER £8E,

The Missing of this metaphor has resulted in us missing the most significant concept in
personal discipleship to Jesus, AND, it’s the one metaphor that is the most difficult for

us, in our culture, to comprehend. #&:RI2fE:E & L= FER M BRBERKMIFEERRE
B ME, EELWERENHLEE  BRMARKABNER,

* | can not stress enough how confrontational this word is - and the fact that we’ve softened
the blow is telling. EAERAEMLEHFEMER -FELEMERERRBREZERTEE



FEM.

¢ A doulos was NOT a hired servant who could come and go as he pleased. Doulos ;& {& ] ift

FR—EREHEAN ATUBHKE,

e A doulos was a person who had been purchased, they’d been bought. Doulos E# & Tk
. M2 | E 1,
* And once they’d been bought, they became their master’s possession. — B f# &,
i AFIEE B T 4t P E AN RO B

* A doulos, in every sense of the word, isaS LAV E. —{@doulos, EEFAMNTEER
#he— AW,

¢ |In Biblical and Classical literature the word Doulos ALWAYS means slave. £ E2 & F1#E
HZE/EPDoulos5E EFIHE B 2 IE,

* There is literally no debate about what this word means in the academic community.
Tﬂ'fh.ﬁg-j-m{@ n-.l E’J =S Ih\ﬁ”—_g %n\\ I:I-.I.FIFH] o

¢ As a Roman citizen with a Classical education and the finest rabbinical training, Paul’s
social rank would have been much higher than that of his readers and yet he says, “I'm
a SLAVE of Jesus.” (p) i 4— &R BRHMKE, TERSFHLIIBHERLR, RE
MHEHEELRLZMMEEESHES, AMithiR, “ﬁmﬂmﬂ’]ﬁﬂ,’fﬁo ?

¢ |t’s interesting because this idea of the doulos in Scripture is always connected to another
descriptive word: R E B R doulos EEFREREXFHERRS —EfE R 4rEER:

KOploG (Kurios) Kurios
e [t means, Lord. EBR 2, £,

¢ In the New Testament the title lord or kurios is used in three ways. E#FH{IF, FEEBTEHE
=FEFERP,

¢ There is a simple, common usage, where calling someone kurios is like addressing
him as “sir,” a polite form of address. £ —{EHE, FEMAZ, SEBTASL
kurios(E)FA G IEMEAth & “SE £, —ERIRAITEIT,

* The supreme use of kurios refers to the sovereign God, who rules all things.if & =
kuriostI FiA RIE 2 REM, HIEEBH,

¢ Kurios, “the name which is above every name” (Phil. 2:9), is the name given
to Jesus, whom the Father calls the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Kurios,
"BEEAZ LA (Phil. 2:9), 2R 4, RRXIBIRFAEEIZE, EFX2
*,

¢ But the third and common usage of the term kurios in Ancient Greek was this idea



of slave owner. 1B ZkruiosTE i FB X P E=ZFF P T EMHRERINGENEESE.,

e When | was a kid, | was in martial arts. & =& FHFE, HDEHERKM.

e But it was a unique school. {B 22— B4 4L,

e Our sensei was in the witness protection program and he had cleaned up his life,
and started a school that would teach Karate, along side of Biblical discipleship.
BMeEESMTEARENS, hERTEHOHER, HFAET —ER, BT
ZEFEMERLMEINR,

¢ So all of our gi’s had a Patch, and the patch had this phrase on it, that | learned..it’s
been used for hundreds of years: “Christos, Kurios” Fif B FHIZE FER L&A —
BWiZRE, B L BAEERE HTHI... . cERXERTEEE & 82X,

e Christ, Slave Holder. &£, A ERM A,
e | was wearing a patch that said that. I G & ZE—E LmEHRROIEE,
e I'm a slave to Jesus. 3 ZHRERAIAVE,

* Paul makes it clear, he is not just a servant but a slave, and Jesus is the Master. {R#RZR
AR MAREZ—EEAN ME—ERE, MERKEE A,

¢ But then, when you come to understand this, now other things he said, make sense in light
of this, and shed light on these words:{B 2, & {REjaIEAFE —BARF, IMEMATRAEME
15 EE—HLBHEEEN, WA TELEE:

* Paul, in addressing believers, said, R EH{EEHTZRER,

1 Cor. 6:19-20

You are not your own. For you were bought at a price.

;M % Al E 6:19-20

Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
THMMPMARECHMA20RAMMM2EEBE KM,

Acts 20:28

We have been purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ.

f# £ 17 1% 20:28

Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
BEEITMMELBHENEE, maEfth A B C WA E kM,

* When he describes our condition by nature, as fallen people, it describes us as slaves to
sin. EfttiE R MIELFEANRER, thER K FIIIRAONE.

* Do you see what he’s saying? {R%E E|th7E iR 1 EE0E 2

* You were bought. You were purchased. (P) &M 2# B, HMBEE T,

¢ As soon as these Romans saw this word, Doulos, they knew exactly what it meant.



BLEE A—FIIDoulos’E @R, AAERHEERT,

* They knew about slavery. Some had been or even were slaves at that moment. {49

BRG] EAMER R, BLEAGER ALEEERIR.

¢ And we can guarantee that no where in their pursuit of meaning, and life, and hope, and
peace, was this idea that slavery would be a pathway to what they were looking for. 1]
LIFESE, Mt EREE. Ao, FENMTEHBES, RFIGEMANBRKE MM SRM
B,

e In fact, it was just the opposite. EE L, 1518 R.

¢ Remember that | said the relevance was found in the fifth word of the seventh verse. S5E2{%,
ERBEFECENERMAFA P ] LI R EEE M.

¢ “To all those in ROME” “BFTEHEEZE BN

e Roman society was one of the first to offer rights. EEH EEXRIZEEFMHTEZ—,
e Citizenship mattered. XRSREEE,

* The Apostle Paul himself was a Roman citizen and had invoked his rights at

his trial. ERERBAAZEELR, AEHIFES| T HAEF,

¢ In Rome, the individual mattered. £#E, BAREE,
e |t was remarkably similar to our culture. & E M3 IEFEMELL,
e Individual freedom mattered. EABEHREZTE,

* No where in their vocabulary, no where in their thinking, was the idea that they would
CHOOSE to become slaves. EfthffiafEsech, EfpRE R, RELFMHFIEE
ERADGRINEE,

» Nowhere in their understanding could Slavery lead to freedom. TE#thFIRYIRAZ R, RLAINERTL
kKEHBH,

* And now, we have this guy, saying, you want freedom? IR7, ZMAEEBA, 3R, MEEBH
g 2

e You want life? {REAE 4 diE ?
e You want to be fulfilled? {R#815%im B0 ?

* You want faith to REALLY make a difference? {R#% £ E 1E & FrE &S N0E »
e And he hands us....HANDCUFFS. %A%, tiEMREM......F &,
* Do you realize the audacity of this? {RE i F5E R KHEME 2
* The Metaphor didn’t make sense. 31 tEHIR A EE

¢ It’s upside down, and backwards. E 2 EEEI#, #1178,



e And It’s the same in our culture. £ EFIRICIE b 2 a0k,

¢ |t’'s why we’ve chosen the word “servant” rather than slave, even though
everyone knew what doulos meant. E?ﬁmﬁﬁ'ﬁ-‘rﬂf‘ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ 738 &
AMA=WER, HEEEAEANE doulos HIE R,

e Because this idea of genuine submission; KA EfEEIFERMIEE;

e this idea of rellnqwshlng our will; the idea of giving up our rights; Ef@REEEMNEE
IR MRIEF A8

e control of our lives, it's NO WHERE in our thinking. ME HMEHrIESl, ©

TEHEMYBES,
¢ And yet it’s exactly what Paul is saying leads to life. X1, ;EIE 2 REFMR W BA L &
B3R L,

¢ | think it’s fairly critical that we point something out about the human experience.
HERABH - LEARABEENEHERHEEEEN,
e Orreality. REI]RE,

* In the words of Bob Dylan, you’re gonna have to serve somebody...” A% 8 & a5 3k 37
, MR ETAEANRE.....”

* We ALL become slaves someone or something. H &5 A% A EEHIWEL,
* Why? Because we have purpose in our hearts. A&t ? RAFEMLPEBEIE,

e We have intention in our souls. EMMERFEE M,

e Every human being must live for something or someone. &8 A #8478 & X EHE AMIE,

» Something has to capture our imagination. 788 — LR A B F R FIRIEE A,
e Something has to hold our affection. W 7BH EfERAERFEFH MRS,

* We have to pledge our allegiance to SOMETHING. EMWEBEETZXENRESE,

 And whatever that thing is, it will become our master. iR IR T2 E, ©HEE MK AR
A

* Now, we may not use that language, but that doesn’t make it less true. IR7E, FHAwl
RETEFEANEES EEAFTERECHEERM,



¢ We have astute way of hiding this in language that covers up what’s really going on.

HMALYHAESE—SEREEERTREZEERE.

¢ Our vocabulary, including in the church, is filled with dreams and purpose, hopes and
desires, even ambition. ¥MMFEE, REEHED, Kim TSEMNBE. FENEE, £
ER OIS,

¢ But no where do we talk about how our actual fulfillment, or our actual satisfaction, our
actual realization of what we are looking for being found in our slavery to Christ. B2,
2B RREMNAEERR KEZMEEMHRRE EMEERHAIBMEESXHER
, REHEMRAEENREPISEN,

e We don’t talk about it, and, interestingly enough, we don’t find what we’re looking for. A4
e, ME, ABME, ZMgARIEMEESHARA,

e Of the 124 times doulos is used in the NT, it’s only correctly translated into English one

time. E#FHFIFEHM 124 X doulos 1, RE—RFIEFETNER E I,

* We like Servant better. IR A ENEEE,
 Because servants are hired, not owned. HA&#E AR RIERZR T2HEAM,
e Servants have autonomy. # A& BHAH#E,
e They have rights. B #EF|,
e They can quit if they want. ZFEE e LB x,

e But Slaves are property. MEZEE,
¢ They are bound to their owner. (p) ft % E MBI E A,

* [llustration: Adam / NWFCS - Obedience #f5l: 58 &/NWFCS- RR{E

e This past week | was a corporate leadership conference, speaking. t—E¥E—{E 1

EREG LESE,

* And | was working with a few people prior to taking the stage and one of them was
this nice guy named Adam. # L& ZRIEM—LEA—ERTE, HPURBEERR
MEEANEE,

e Well, after | was done speaking he quickly walked toward me and said, “I can’t
believe this, but | was a part of the first church you started and | didn’t realize it until

you started talking that it was you.” T B2 &, thiREPELAIEELR, “RAHAE
& R SREMEBEINE—ELREE HEIRFRERS 2R EHI KRG E
fRo

® SO, we can assume that I've changed a bit in the past 20 years.
B LUBEHRE-—TEREEFLEELLT,

* Anyway, we wound up talking a lot throughout the course of the event. 2%, H /M
AERBESZAREY - EXHMUTER.



¢ And then he asked me a question. He said, “So, this move to Beaverton? Was this a
good move for you guys?” i@ —EMEE, #thiR, “FBME, RIEEEATKET 2 4R
BRESE?”

e And | hitched. BB HEIEXT .
o | stammered. ZFLEFEEE,

* | tried to respond to him, but if I'm honest, it felt a little gross to me. 8 [E1Z4th,
BB EHER, ik Z M,

® So, looked at him, and | said, “Adam, because of your faith | know | can shoot
straight with you. This wasn’t about it being a good move for us. It was about
OBEDIENCE. FrLIEFEZEM, HR, “HE, RAKMBEMHELRMNEEE
B &SRR, EFZMIAIKREHE MR 2 IFHIREE, E2IRIRMAERE. ~

e This is a letter from one slave to another. 22— EIEZIR S —EMEMN— S,

¢ Paul got it, and now, he’s writing to these people to convince them, they’ve been
bought with a price, and everything they long for will be found, inconceivably, when
they lean into their slavery to the master. JREFEI T, REMBEL NBIEREE
fffd, tFERKHEE, E—EMMELEMRAERSSI, EFAIREN, SEMM
REAEMRMAEATHRERSG.

* By the way, notice...it’s slavery to CHRIST. &FIE - E2IEEB THNESH,
e It’s not slavery to Religion and Rule. A~ 2 R&FEE T HINER,
¢ It’s a slavey in the context of relationship to a person - Jesus. T &7t &4 —1{& A - BRi%-
B REMINERSZ 17

¢ Alexander MacLaren, Scottish Pastor and author said this: ZEFEILKR-BFTH B, FHEEERTD
EREREE:

“The true position, then for a man is to be God’s slave...absolute submission,
unconditional obedience, on the slave’s part; and on the part of the Master, complete
ownership, the right to life and death, the right of disposing of all goods, the right of
issuing commandments without reason, the right to expect that those
commandments shall swiftly, unhesitatingly be completely performed. For, Brethren,
such submission, absolute and unconditional, the blending and absorption of my own
will in His will, is the secret of all that makes manhood glorious, and great, and

happy.”
- Alexander Maclaren

“—EANEEMME, SRAMIRER--STEMRE BEENOIER SORAERD FELHEA
BENEE  EENER  EEEENEN  THAEATES T ; JLELRTRALE
ETEBR ST REEF BT, BRM ERMIER EHOERGAN  RECHEFER
ERKEHOEREE BEAESRIE GRMREMWE.” - EEUK-BRAE

¢ | love his language here: “The blending and absorption of my own will in His will, is the



secret.” ZEBMRNER  “RECHWEREAERKE MO ERREE SEEAWE., ”
* This idea of slavery to Christ has radical implications for how we think and live. E& I #)
EEEE{&*EKJ:*EImx&{rﬁﬁgsxlu\ﬁlu\%$uijﬁo

¢ And the reason we don’t experience this; the reason we don’t get on the other side of this,
is because we haven’t taken the position, the posture, or the seat, of a slave. MEHM;RE

ERMNEENRE, ZMAZRERRNERE, RRAZRMERFIER —ENRMLMLE,
EESERS

e So How? /EEH&{HIE ?
e How do we do it? E1EEMIE ?

¢ It's SO simple. HERE,
* You simply look to the CROSS. {RREER+F2E,

¢ You look to the cross and you see, that the one you now BELONG to is the one that went to a
cross FOR YOU. {REM+FE, MBEIMBEARBUARSRAIREL+FEMA,

¢ In your brokenness, you needed a rescue; a ransom. TE{RIEEERIBHE, IREEHIE, —
BEEE.
* And in HIS LOVE he offered that to you. #E#tI B BIRIEETES,

e He’s unlike any master. # R SIEAHIE Ao

¢ Think about these biblical phrases how much more sense they make:
HMREULURXETRERE

* We’ve been bought with a price. BB ITEREE T,
* We belong to Christ. EHMBREE,
* We are a people for His own possession. {2/ ECHEEN —E Ao

* You are not your own. R REBRIREC.
¢ Paul says, and | say to you today, “If you want life - real life and real freedom - it’s found
when you let Jesus be your master, and suspend your efforts to master him. {R¥:R, ™
SREERR, “MRMEELd - EEMAEGREENER - TIREZENRFERARBEA
FUESHIE FLHrEEERE-NSE D,

e Are. You. With me? {REABFE R AVIE ?

Reflection ;& &
Benediction #iis

* May you be men and women who embrace your slavery to Jesus.

FE 25 L0 KL R E HRER RO R B B 47



 Knowing, that he frees you from your lesser masters. BE{REAE, #FEIRREEMIBENEA
THBEH,

» May you stop mastering Jesus and let him master you. BFE{R{Z 1L E B ERER I Z 1 IRAO £
Ao

e In Jesus name. LIERERZ 4, FAIFS,



