% B4CHURCH HX 11.07.21

Ecclesiastes

Week 4: Contentment
November 4/7 2021

Pastor Lane Greenleaf-Perez

BFEE
FTZEAE
11/4/2021, 11/7/2021
3 B - A& AR F K -H BB 4k 4B

Worship #3F

Who You Say | Am & i EIG4A K
208 Hillsong 415

VERSE1: HWEARKIE
BEEHRESEE
BRI E CHORUS 2:
= L kAR EIES EXFRHH
WEAEZR MISEEH
WAEZR HZRMILZ
XHMER
CHORUS: HEEXRH
BEFREm DLEHER
MISEHEH BEMILKZ
HEMRK XHMER
EMEH
BRIDGE:
VERSE2: MERIE K
L BEH TEFHE
b B e K LRMBEBEAR
BHER MES BN
EHEMEAR TEER
BRER A FIE 2R MEBRAR
Cornerstone EA A
z7. HA: Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin and Reuben Morgan 218 : FEIE 1 FF
KHIINE EEEE 2iMINE BREREE 4
RA#Em HRSHE=

B EREHRAES EER EATR



FRE4E 13RI BB AEEE
R+ 2 E

M AT £ EEE
HEE

RAERE TEFK
RRER ER R E FEHS R EEm
ZRAEE RAFE HEEE EMLE
BREE ERRW RENGILTE b E AR R

#HZEE / Holy Spirit
&Al/Hf Katie Torwalt,Bryan Torwalt FEEEA B E ¢ fReh BB 4EE HERLEE

H2ASEY seBRiEL HELE HMBGOMER
EBNINE BHeHR FmESE EEAEM
{RE17E & E LD BRIREERRER
SE2 R RAIRITEE
{REITEE
KERH F KFIMENE
EHSER HEREEFA BEES REZ RMRE
{RERITE4E ERESRE REEFHRE
Message £ &

This series is so much fun! And | really mean that. Apparently, this book has a
tendency to have a reputation of being depressing, but like Brad has been saying,
that’s in large part due to our unfortunate misunderstanding of what this book was
intended to do, and what it means.

E—EFEAR ! FEMNEZEEEE BR EAEWA AR FERINM—FE BIEW
Bradfffaf, KM A A AR BB EAENELERBMEE.

This book is one of the five wisdom writings in the OT. And wisdom is so so precious. In
an age where a high value is placed on information and intellect, we often don’t mine
beneath the surface of information to actually discover wisdom. Wisdom is far more
than what we know or what we can regurgitate. Wisdom accesses a part of the human



soul that is not just thinking but being. Wisdom is a deeply spiritual thing.

EAEREENB -~ MEERNLES A—ESEEREENT ENRA.RMER
FERRERREERNER. B2 EBARMIORME R MEREAN. EZHMAERE
RP—HD TEREE MAREFE. EER—BEEEENRA.

And wisdom is like good food! When it’s placed in front of us, we need to experience it
and digest it. It's not an IV straight into the bloodstream. It's not a quick fix. We need to
take it in the aroma, chew on it, digest it before it becomes useful to the body. And like
food, wisdom must be placed in front of us regularly. Because we are prone to wander,
we easily forget. We don’t just eat once when we are born and then continue on in life
without food right? In the same way, wisdom must be a part of our daily bread, and as
we grow and mature, our pallet becomes more sophisticated and our understanding of
wisdom becomes more nuanced and refined.

There are many places in this world to find wisdom, but | believe that the wisdom
found in these scriptures, the wisdom found in Jesus is the best meal in town.
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So this ancient scroll, Ecclesiastes. It's a deeply misunderstood work, but once we
start to understand it better, the more this work can become a blessing and not a
burden.

FTUERMENEESWRRNRE, B - BHMRGEEIFHIERE, EaEias—E
HEMFZEIE.

Let's start with a little review, because the way that this work is set up, the
principles of wisdom that we pick up through the book continue to affect the way we
read the rest of the text. So like anthropologists, we pick up these ideas like tools



we can put in our belt as we continue to excavate the site.

EHMERE-T, RAEFRENERAN ZMALEPEINE B RAEEZERM
HEATHEHRHS GAEER K EMSEREIZHEENR, HEEBEAEFIL
REERNIE.

Ecclesiastes introduces a character that we have come to know as the teacher. And
this teacher is maybe a bit cynical in their personality. They’re a bit rough around the
edges, but they have good intentions! This teacher is challenging the reader (Us) on
our perspective on certain concepts in life.

133_%5?%”7 BEFEMELRBIEZE. EEZEMMEEFTRRAREERKE. thF%E
HAHTHEE BEMERFNEE. SEEBMELEREE(RMOERE.

Review 8%

e Rethink Life - “Hevel” - “Meaningless” is really more like “vapor”. A lot of the
things we chase in this life, money, pleasure, power, it's “Hevel” it's vapor. Llfe is
deeply mysterious and impossible to grab and manipulate. We can’t make life do
what we want it to do, once we try to reach out and grab it, we realize that it is
“‘hevel”.

o EERBALE-Hevel- "RZE" EMRB AR HM—EFMERMRSEAEE,
H&é'k . hfIER 2 Hevel”, ME AR Ean B E iR, JME %#IMI*[@
. RMEERZEFEMEMABHNES, —BERMAZERFEIVEE, ZMMER

EIJ"'I:,"zEv'E“HeveI” = EE

“Life is not a problem to be solved but a reality to be experienced.”

- Soren Kierkegaard.

"NEFZ—EFRRMEE, ME—EFRERNEE"
R RWMEXE

e Rethink Time - “Ha Olam” Eternity. God has placed eternity in our hearts. As Brad
so wisely put, this is not merely a word for infinity. This is about the mysterious
and transcendent nature of the uncreated. Within each of us is a longing for the
spiritual nature of life beyond just the physical.



o £ EEFrf-"Ha Olam” K 1E. #EARFKEMA KM D4E. IEMNBradBA%E #its H AIFR
BRETER—ERTRERNA. SERAMNMMER, BERMRMHR. ZME
BARBEEME 2N EFFEHHA

“If I find in myself desires nothing in this world can satisfy, | can only

conclude that | was made for another world.”

- CS Lewis

“MRBBHREESEAHR LFREREHRECHEE HRERETEAEEHFAME"
- CS BEZHT

And this is not to say that our bodies and the physical are not important. The
bodily resurrection of Jesus of course points to a redeemed physical reality, but
the idea is that within us is the longing for the heavenly amidst our earthly lives.

SEFZREMOSBINENCER. BRAREETUNIIREEPIEAKE. &K
MR RE, AEEAZEPHNEMROCREHRZMEEL.

e Rethink Posture - Three words for “hands”

o “Cho-Phen” - Two handfuls making a cup - Climbing of the latter/grasp as
much as you can. Rat Race
o “Yod” - Folded Hands - Laziness - | choose to check out

o “Kaph” - Single hand open - Holding things loosely.

o EMBEFE-"FHM=EH
o “Cho-Phen” - ME& F R IK- T A e1E L€/ZE I AE 2 T AR 2R
BRIRA HIMIERS
o “Yod” - B EEF -5 T EFRME
o “Kaph” - kB —EF- B ITERA

All three of these principles are going to come to bear on what we are talking about
today, so keep them in the back of your mind, especially this last idea of the open hand.
Approaching life with this open hand will categorize the rest of Ecclesiastes.

AEE=ERABHIZERMSRAFARIAS, FHEEMFELED, LERKERMVINME
SREAF L. REFHAEREEEENREHNA.



The passage we are going to be looking at today is Chapter 5, So if you'd like to
turn there you may. In your paper Bible, it’s just two books past the exact middle of
your Blble.

SREMBEFRE, MRALIME MRAUMEEREE. REMHMEREETR 2R
HIRA.

This passage appears to be dealing with this question: What does it mean to be

content?

& — RIS U TR —ERRE: ERF2HE?

| don't know about you, but | struggle with this idea, a lot. Tell me if you have had
this experience ever.

BABRMERKHEEMBEREIL. SRB/MEBSHAEESKRMEE.

Maybe when | take a family trip/vacation, | have expectations. | say,"this is how this is
going to go, and it's going to be great.” We are going to have a fun road trip down to
the coast. My five-year-old son is going to be completely content during the 2-hour
drive. We are going to listen to the best playlist that my wife has curated on Spotify.
We are going to get there a little early and walk around the shops, maybe get an
afternoon cup of coffee. Then we will venture back to the hotel and we will get settled.
Then we will go out to dinner and go to sleep at a reasonable hour. Then I'll get up
early before everyone is awake and finally read that book I've been wanting to read.

hFERERERT/ABEEEENEL BN CHIBBREN, MASERE" B
A —EAROABIRITEER. RERNO DT IFER /I BEORITHIESHZRE
H S IR EFESpotify £ RBIMRERMIIR. LG R BB ZWE ERE, 4
FFTAFIBARIINE. AR MIREEERR, AR EMEE0E £ ENRMER. K
BEGESAABRZIAER B AR -EEENE.

| have expectations... But maybe reality goes a bit differently. Maybe 30 minutes into the
road trip my squirmy 5-year-old is a squirmy 5-year-old. Maybe a very vocal squirmy
5-year-old. Maybe the Spotify playlist stops playing somewhere around that Jerky stand
because AT&T has terrible coverage out there and we didn’'t remember to download it



while we still had 5G. Maybe we get there a little early to window shop and grab coffee,
but it's Tuesday and everything is closed on Tuesdays. Maybe we go out to dinner, and
every place has a 3-hour wait, because there’s a Corgi convention in town this particular
Tuesday. Maybe we get back to the hotel very late because of the Corgis and so it's not
a reasonable hour. Maybe our child doesn’t want to sleep because the idea that we are
all in the same room is just too exciting. Maybe | get up earlier than everyone else, but
just barely because | went to bed later than expected, and about halfway

through the first page of that book I've been meaning to read, | am interrupted by my
child yelling,“l have to go shi-shi!” Shi-shi means pee; we're Filipino.

—’fﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ....@%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%’ﬁﬁﬁﬂ‘lﬂ K=+ EERR, RBRKRBENEENE T
2—EHRRBENIR X, BFFE—EIEEZRAN DR/, BEFSpotifyi&KFI KT
ERAFHIEEGF BN HAATRTHEZHERE, BN TECHEEA SGIETRE
THE. thFHMBNA LR vl LR S BER 28 =, [FEMEAMT. theri
R UAEZGE, B EEBEREF=E/NF, RAEREHN = HE LHECorgiXE.
HEFE & Corgi K H AR F [EUEIE, AT LLER B —ELFRIRERE. thEF R MpIF 48
S RNAMAAE—HEMEMMARKEEZET. hifrREGHAtM AR BRRAZRLTEH
MEGES. EREEREE —H, KIES— 38, RERFRIRBTE HERK". 3
fZFEFIFA.

It's the classic expectations v reality meme, right? That illustration may be cute, but
you scale this up to every other part of our lives, and often we get fixated on the
expectations of what we think our life ought to be, and when our reality falls short of
those expectations, we become discontent.

ia 2 — B 8 g HA S BR IR B LE 05 7 #0052 SE (BB F RTRETR "I 2, (B RAR AT LB ER
j@l-‘rﬂdf‘ﬂilﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ HAEEERINEMB AR MM EBREZI HERNIH
£ ERERRMIBEERZE RMREETm.

And in this situation, being content is dependent upon my circumstances being what |
want and imagine rather than what they are. And as many of you sages in the room
have discovered through sheer time and experience, contentment is vital to a
non-anxious life.

EEFERT, MRRRNEMRERHRBENMB RN MAREMEME. EMNERERN
HFLEEEBRENEERE, MEHNTERNALEEREER.

So here's what we are going to do, we are going to start reading through chapter 5, and
we are going to stop along the way to unpack the passage as we go. i, IRAEFKMEM
MEZ, BMREBEELE, HMERFERE T REEEX



Ecclesiastes 5

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to
offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong.
2

Do not be quick with your mouth,
do not be hasty in your heart

to utter anything before God.
God is in heaven

and you are on earth,

so let your words be few.
3

A dream comes when there are many cares, and many words mark the
speech of a fool.

BEEFLE

1IRE| MeoBy, ZEEMS  FHaalr, BIBRABRSE, (FEMIER

BRARISR ], a1 AT HEFERY =R

2 fRE MEAMAAIEAFA.BFALARE BN #EXE, RE#T. PIUMRHS
BEED,

3EFZ. RBAKE. FiEZ. REHBK,

These opening verses can be a little confusing, especially when the teacher starts
talking about dreams, but what the teacher is addressing is actually an aspect of
religious life that is very easy to fall into. If you're anything like me, we often go to God
with our plan to fix things. We come to the almighty God of all creation with the gift of
our perspective. And we think that if we do the right dance and sing the right song,
that we can convince God to do the things that we'd like him to do. The teacher
suggests instead that we go near to listen... How many of us have a robust prayer life
that is full of us talking and then moving on? If you're anything like me, we like to
cram prayer into the thin margins of our schedule, and in doing so,

only make room for our concerns to be expressed, but don't leave room for God to
speak to us.

ERMFERZTARE, LEREEERRKRS TS, E2EEEEEEEHENE
EEEMBELETREZHERMNAR., MRMBEBEERMA, KR ETSHFAMRE
HAZEIMEE], Mt EeFEECniZR—UIMEYM EEaT. ZMLAINEEE
REMEBMFTCREE, AERBRMAFENTRAEMAR, BEMELSE,



FEEEEEMaEaEE . RMEPASOATZRUEMNBEERE ZMIEEHrFA
FZRE RS, AERABERT ? MRMBABHERIA, HMEHICREEELERMES
MR, AERAEFANRRERMFTENERGH, AR ZMRABT —RFME
famE MR,

Silence is an exceptionally rare commodity in our world today. 7£ EMIR7E A
HRE NKELEHRERT.

In ancient Hebrew acts of worship, during all the sacrifices, a sacred silence was
observed. It was quiet during the acts of sacrifice and worship. And if we remember
back to our series in Leviticus, the worship practices of the Hebrew temple were
meant to be in contrast to the worship of the pagans, who would attempt to conjure
the action of their gods with many words. The gods of this ancient world were seen
differently than how the Hebrew God is presented. They were mighty and powerful,
but they were petty. They were like giant dangerous toddlers who needed to be
convinced that human endeavors were worth their time. £ & X F B2 AW FFEE S
 EFERIR T, FESHEMBEEHE. BRERMSNRFBEPMLZFFRRE, NREK
MEC S E FIREMER, FEKRATEERPHFAISMNBABARTREHN, SHTA
R ERRLERE NER MM, ZEILEH AWHEFE, MR aRA
IR —HKR, s —LaXEh AMR/NEME, BEERBHES FEAK
MR, AXEARRMMAmMENSHES LMEPEERE,

But this is not the character of God. The Hebrew God has done everything He has
done in order that humanity might draw near to Him and He to them. Unlike the
surrounding pagan worship, It's not about appeasement and transaction, but rather
about relationship. B2 EF 2 H M HAIMEE. FEKMHFTT —UINE LA TH
AN ER, THRABNIAFARFRMNE  BANHETES T REBNX
%, Mes T EMNaG2EERR.

And this word “listen” is the word “Shema” which means not merely to hear, but to
obey. Wisdom is found not simply in understanding but in living. Listen and obey. It's
an invitation to trust in God who is in the heavens, who sees things we can't see.
When it comes to Jesus, obedience isn't something used to oppress us, obedience is
an invitation into freedom that only Jesus can give. The invitation is trust. “Ef§=";E{&
i, WELZ “Shema”, EMERTEERKE MERRK., EERBRTISEERF



B, MEBETHE DR BRILRE. S —EF AFERMAGSEERLAA, TR
MRHEMEAREZRINE, FRNEMEAKT, IBRETBRREAZMAR ME—ERER
A F AT UG H B A B BR0EEE S EEEREE

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask him.

- Matthew 6:7-8

7 R3S, TAGAHA. AFZEET . IR ES THRER, 8 RIF AN EM
1. BRRAILEERRUE., RIOFMERN. MM REEHET,
-EX{EE 6:7-8

My friend Maddy reminded me recently that practicing prayer is not about getting good
at prayer. Prayer is about growing in our intimacy with God. And Intimacy builds trust,
and trust moves us from a mindset of scarcity in God (that he doesn’t have enough for
me) to a mindset of abundance (that his love and mercy never runs out).

Geez, that's only the first 3 verses! We could probably do a whole series in this

chapter huh? EMBA R EERIAREXRERESTIEATIEEHENY, BERAT
BEMBMRZRR. HERRELEGE , GEERMERZGHIE (RERHH
RREEI R ERHEAMNER (hMEMERLIEERE.

g, EMFETE=EHERE RMTEEREERIIKBE—E?

4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no pleasure in fools;
fulfill your vow. 5 It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. 6 Do
not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger,"My
vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of
your hands? 7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless.

AfRE #MFE, EEFTRE  RMEFERBHKRA . IMMRTFNENZEZE, 5 RIFR
ik, TRV, 6 FEEREIOERKILE. AR A (EXEEE AT 25T
T.AAE #HEMFHFERER. BWIMRFAENTE. 7 ZBNZE. HPZHEL . (RR
BWR )

10



So here we are at dreaming again. What is going on here? Well, first of all, the dreaming
that the teacher is talking about is not the MLK Jr. kind of dreaming, the hope for a
better future and creative imagination. Dreaming in this context is more about the
chaotic nature of dreams. We see a type of prophetic dreaming in the scriptures, but
what the teacher is suggesting is that most of the time, dreams are chaos and that
being overly preoccupied with the meaning of dreams is meaningless or “Hevel”, vapor.
It's hard to grasp. It's confusing. He's suggesting that our relationship with

God is not one meant to confuse, but one to bring peace. FTL A EZIZ /Y

MET. EESEBHE? L BEEETEEBEINZTERET. BT 0

B, BEEHNEIFHRKRMDLENEESMES, T EEIRINS EEES G
HMEE, BMEEKEEREN —LEENHNS, EREEETEEMZEANE,
RLHEHR, SRAZBHEL HEEERNSENERHERRAER &&

i, “Hevel”, 2R, SR#ZEE REARK, B2 AKX MMABHEERTEZRE
EREZRE, MEXEFRERH,

The worshipper in this scenario is trying to figure out why things didn’t go their
way. They are doing all sorts of wild things to coerce god into compliance,
they’re making promises they can't keep. They are protesting the temple
messenger. “| made the right sacrifices, | did the right things. Why are things
not going my way?” #FM AT EXRMIER T  thfERREIE A H EIRE
FEMAXBRE, P EESREIENERE MR MM, tfFFEATE
AR, MPIERRURXEEZE @R KR T HOR, M THMNE, 5
HEFFESTGHAEN 7"

“God, | did everything you ever asked! Why won't you bless me?” "##lF, HE&KMHMT
—UMRERM T, AT ERETTEEK 2"

Sometimes when we try to make sense of things from our perspective, they don’'t make
sense. God is in heaven and we are on earth. His perspectives are higher than ours.
Trying to make sense of why things happen the way they do can be,’hevel”. No matter
how hard we try, we won't be able to grasp it. It's vapor. B EHME B CHFLEHE,
AMERAEIREERE, MEXRL, T L, MWESSAEKMMES. ZMEEHRE
EHURERRMET, BLE hevel”, FEZEH, HMALIMFE, BRE2ESR.

“Kaph” > “Cho-Phen” This (gestures kaph) implies trust. A posture that freely receives

11



and holds loosely to offer back. “Kaph” > “Cho-Phen” ;& B kaphfIF B KRIEE, E2—
B, ATLBRES, A EAEFIEERE S,

The teacher goes on in verses 8 & 9 to talk about injustice in the world. He sees the
corruption and evil in the world around him and writes as though we shouldn't be
shocked when humans create horrible systems, especially when they turn away from
the Eternity set in their hearts, and they turn to their own solutions when they turn away
from trust (Gestures kaph) and turn to “Cho-Phen”(Gestures to cupped hands). {&:& A
58, IFIEIUEMAL, thE I EEMMENTE, RERINHRMATERAANERE
RS EEENRIEMIZE, LH2MMAOETERKEMIE, EMtF1EE £ (kaph
MF ) EEKEECS, EE|Cho-Phen” JERENFE ),

Last month | was at the pumpkin patch with my family, and my mom and | were

watching my son play with dozens of other kids on this playground. I'm of course

biased, but | think my son is naturally very kind and very trusting towards other kids.
While we were watching him play, we noticed William treating every random child like
they were his best friend, and my mom said, “l just hope people don’t take advantage of
his kindness.” and | said, “They will.” EEZHE MR A —EEFEREL, HISBENEE
BRRFEMTEEXFEEEST. RERFLEL TEERBGHRERFRER,
HBREENHEF. EXMEZMHERED, BMIZIEREFEE—EXFHEEYH
thmIFHIAAR . BIBBEER, BALIANEEAMMERGMMER, " ZEFHR, “BME
A,

Which was of course exactly what my mother wanted to hear right. F &8 9 .E =&
HEERBREERN,

Brokenness, evil, and suffering are sure things in this world. Is it better to actively
avoid the inevitable or to learn how to endure it? Everyone in this room knows what
it is to suffer. BEFE, M, MTHESEEHFMLR, STBRBEELELFTTINE
PFEIE B2 E BB E LRI ? N B E AE R AE 225K,

The heart of our Christian faith is not ultimately about the immediate transformation of

our circumstances to escape suffering, but rather the transformation of our selves into

the likeness of Jesus amidst our circumstances. Jesus was ultimately characterized by
his willingness to do as the Father asked even if what the Father asked involved

12



suffering. “Not my will, but yours be done.” R B fEME NI IO T R BUERIE R
R MMERELRR S, mMEERMWERPIERME CE W &R, BMkEx
RANEFRRMERXBRWEREMIER, BMERFTERNETREH,

I’m going to take a moment to be a little vulnerable with you. And know that this is hard
for me to talk about, but | think it's important. This last year, my wife and | experienced 3
miscarriages over the course of 9 months. And it's been really difficult. And we have
received so much care and support from this church family. But it was a level of
suffering that neither of us had yet experienced. It wounded us in ways we didn’t know
we could be wounded. ERARRANZ—TEEHBH—HF  SHKHLME , BRRE
EEHMRAEREEZ, EF BEFNREEZEAMEATRKRET=ZRNE, BRMERKE
EREN—M4F, EHHMEI THEARERHEMMIRERNI R, BEHMMIEZIE

After the third miscarriage, | remember | was standing here in this room, right over
there, worshipping with all of you, singing a newer song, “Come alive in the Name of
Jesus. This is a house of miracles.” I've had to wrestle with the reality that The good that
God has promised for those who love him is a now-and-not-yet kind of promise and that
along the way, there’s a lot of suffering and a lot of difficult things that happen, and |
don’t always get to know why. What | do know is this. That God wastes nothing, and
when we suffer, we walk on holy ground, ground that Jesus shares with us. As we were
singing this song, | looked out into this sea of people, and my heart began to break as |
began to realize how much suffering was represented in this room, how many stories of
heartbreak and tragedy have taken place in all of our lives. That is something that
characterizes every single person here, everyone watching online, that at some point in
the past, maybe right now, and definitely in the future, this world possesses the uncanny
ability to kick our butts. E=RREZ%E , KB - XA RUESEE , ENRA®S (F R
B), IXR—EHFE EREE—EHN, UK 22ET, SEZHEZR . T—ER
REFHNEFEHHEEMNERETH RE-EETR I BKAET K METEEBRES
ERLEFSITEHZRE RTNEERATE, BRMEME, B REEMNE EFHM
SEHE, RS EEMEmf, SEMINR) ZHEMMY, ERFRMATEEEIE,
BRBRBKRATMIAE, EREHIETEEREEERHSOEH F2L0AKEBRDE
MSEE, HKHDET . BMEEEMEBEAN, LEBETERLMAMA, BABFHREBE
BEERFREHB LMWERBRELIMEERM,

But amidst all of that suffering and pain, with one voice we sang the words “We bring
everything to the feet of Jesus, everything in the name of Jesus.” Trust. {EEFT B B Z
MiEER, ZMERFEL BRMEESS LR, — VIR 28, " ERES.

13



It's all about trust. | thought that this trauma in our lives was going to push me
away from God, but it turns out, | actually discovered new depths of intimacy with
my Heavenly Father amidst this pain. S 2# 0. U AZMZTMEIG SR
Bi2#hH BRERRER AESREPHEXRKREITEHNBRMRE

Trust in Jesus is what characterizes a follower of Jesus. And everything we endure
while joyfully obeying Jesus is repurposed for something good. God wastes nothing,
especially not our pain. AT EfEAE B, ERMB RS LMARKEERER, EEH
ERAMEN, T ERE LHERRMEEMNRES.

“If you think of this world as a place simply intended for our happiness, you find it quite
intolerable: think of it as a place for training and correction and it’'s not so bad.” - C.S.
Lewis

IMRMUASHEHRRAZRAZHMRETERN, MERHEHRHEUZZ MRREH{E
BR—EZINFEEMMT, ERETE.-C-S BHHT

The story of Job is also a part of the wisdom literature in the OT, and in this narrative,
Job is hit with everything horrible a person could imagine. His family dies, he loses all of
his possessions and property, he is afflicted with horrible diseases. And during this time,
all of his friends gather around and try to figure out why this all happened and how he
needs to go about changing it. They exhaust the wisdom and reasoning of the world.
And finally Job has a conversation with God, and Job asks God “why?”. And finally God
tells him,“Look this universe that you find yourself in, Job. It's mysterious, it's complex,
and it’s just too big for you to wrap your head around. But | was there when all this came
to be, I'm the one who made it so. So you're just going to have to trust me.” A=
HBENTEEZEN—, EdE fT‘f’JﬂH RIEBET AR EIRIFT A K8, fthr 5 %
RARRET, RETHEMENYS , XRE7THNKK. MK , HBARMRIMtLSE
HESEEATESFEERERNR EfJ:u&‘F’MEIFEM REMARRE G E, thf1E85E T HE
RS EMRH, RFBMAEEE WERM AHE?" Gk, "“EEMAAEMES,
¥, EFX WA, E MEXIMRTATEG, MEERTEMRE, LEHAETE. iR
RFEBER.”

It's not an easy answer at all. But it's the only one in which Job can find peace and
contentment. Eventually God restores all that Job has lost, and it's meant to

signal to the reader that hope in God is not misplaced, and he is working together all
things for good. ERATZHEMER. BRBEAEFEEEHNREEETELEM
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R REMIRE T HEMAN—Y), MEXFEEMEERELHREMNNETEWEE
MR HESERMEL .

But in the meantime, broken people elevate broken leaders who have broken solutions,
and suffering goes on. But those who put their trust in God are able to endure suffering,
because we know that this is not how the story ends. God is bringing about a better
future for this world. EF, ZEHEMAIELEZRKRLATERRA EZNWERIEM, =
HEFRE, ARPLEETHHAANERAMEH RABRMNEERTE —EEK. 98T
EHR—EREIFRRK,

The teacher in Ecclesiastes laments at injustice and acknowledges that the only way for
injustice to truly be cured is for a truly righteous king to take over and set everything
right. and for this, we look to Jesus. Jesus the fulfillment of the good king the world
needs. The good king who doesn'’t just reside over us, ruling from afar. He is closer than
a brother. He calls us his friends. He comes close to us, in order to enact his justice and
goodness through us. FEEHPEEEREH BRI KB —FRFT AWM ERE —
M ERMEIRESEERIE, Bk, TMINEERER, BRf, HAFEMERNE, —
FrEEEEL EFURNE. b LBEHRE, tERMAAR, ELEM, BB
IR A FRFELT,

And now we are in the final leg of this thought. The teacher has set the stage of how
we approach God, with trust and a listening heart, and now gets into what happens
when we don't and when we do. IR E 2R EEE R EMRE B EEERERLEM
R madE - BESEN—ERREEMD, FERMEFNRFEEMER EEMXE

o

Picking up in verse 10 {#&%£5:10-17
10 Whoever loves money never has enough;

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.

This too is meaningless. (What do someone living on the street and a rich person
have in common? They both wish they had more money.) “Hevel”

11 As goods increase, so do those who consume them.

And what benefit are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them?

12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much,

but as for the rich, their abundance permits them no sleep.
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13 | have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the
harm of its owners,

14 or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when they have
children there is nothing left for them to inherit.

15 Everyone comes naked from their mother's womb, and as everyone comes,

so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can carry in their hands.
llYod"

16 This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart,

and what do they gain, since they toil for the wind?

17 All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger.

10 BEZRFH, FTEBRFIE. EZEEW, hFAGFRME. SHEEZE. (R
HEMAMEEHNABTHELRE ? tMHBRFLFINESHE, ) "EE"

11 EMgR. BHABER MEFEERRE. TEREME,

12 BHEIN, THRRSED, BEEH. ERANER, ATSMHESR,
BHEREBAZT, A—RAHAE mE2EMERFEM RFECS.

14 AEERE SEEMMHR BAEETRF FEL—EAE,

15 B BRI MR, LBEFREME, ARG RN, FHROETRTE,
“Yod”

16 fibsREIIER ER, HMEMFERLER, EthE—RRBE. ARG HAEREEREE.
17 i B fth#& & £ REFHE2G. 2 HEKE. XAREER.

So before the Teacher offers us his way to wisdom, he observes that everyone joins
the rat race and scrambles to get as much as they can, and all for what? In the same
way that birth happened for anyone who is alive, death comes for us all, and the things
you accumulate don’t matter. ZE{FEE R MM E B 2 B2 A, thEFFH E A ANFR
EREMFREGINFTRSHERA, JEATHEE?EH EAABI LA, BT
Mm%, {RATIR R A RAENESR,

Jesus, in the SOTM (sermon on the mountain) reiterates this. BRif, 7E1U_ERIEEE R

REE—Hh,

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
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break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

25 “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns,

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27

Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They
do not labor or spin. 29 Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor

was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field,
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.

BAREE FARE6:19-21

9FEAHBECHEEVERE,  EFRTFR, R hAMIZERRM.
20 AEEMBMEAR L, XRERARTR, TR WRAHIEERKMA.
21 RAAIREB EAERE. Me Dt EARE,

EX%EE6:25-34

25 R ERIRM, A EAEMEBE, LEE BREE, A5REEFREE, £ HNRER
BE, BRTBRKEE,

26 fMMEBXLEMRE, hFiE, hF k., hFBEELSE, RMOERREBEEE M, /R
MARLEREEERZE,

27 RMA—EREARE, FEHZM—ZIR,

28 A AREZER, MEFHENB AL, EERER, Mt F5E, hTHR,

29 AMILEERIRM, A RFTHEFIBEEEMNRE, MAFEEMN, ERMNEE—KTR,

30 fRME/MERI AN, BFithi@ME, $RZEE, WRMETEE, HEHRMERRER,
fal R ARAFINRE o

31 FRUARERE, R, REE. BREE. FEE,

32 SEHRZ AN EBAFR KRB, R ERMNE—YIERA, RPINXR Z25ER,

33 fRME AR MAIER, FIthARELRTAEEMBIRMT o
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AU EAARER. EAAXBAARMER, —RMWBE—REMH T,

Jesus is saying that we don't need to come to God with “Cho-Phen”, with scarcity in

our hearts trying to convince a petty god to give us what we need. We come instead to

a loving and perfect Father, who knows what we need before we ask him and who
delights in calling us his children. EREZ R HK M FEHEE ZHDF1"Cho-Phen” (R E
FHBFR)HZESREmEa], RERR — M mHmERMEMEENRA, AR, &
MRRE—ZREMTEMRAEA, AERMBLIRAERMEENE , YEHER
BHEM AT,

“There are two ways to get enough. One is to continue to accumulate more and more.
The other is to desire less.” - G.K. Chesterson “BfiEHEA LIS EIRME. — =T ETE
R, BREE, F—EIRRDKRE,” SR AN E B AR

Speak to the high school students. #t1Z&#H M E P AEMR.

Our culture encourages you to attain for yourself financial security and stability. It tells
you to set your goals on the material. Now listen, engaging in financial health is not a
bad thing. It’s responsible, even loving. But hear me, there is no such thing as worldly
stability or security. Everything any of us possess could be taken away from us
tomorrow. Our world needs you to be people who have their spiritual eyes open. There
are studies that suggest that because

you have grown up in the information age that your 1Q is the highest of any
generation that has come before you. But intelligence does not automatically
become wisdom. Wisdom comes when you listen more than you speak.

When you see reality more than you chase expectations. Your gift to the world, as
Jesus followers of your generation, will be to receive the peace of God in your lives
that surpasses understanding. When the world around you is plagued by anxiety
because they are grasping at Hevel, grasping for security in things they cannot
possess, you will have your security in Jesus, the presence of God grounded in the
fiber of your being. You will be immovable in your joy when you put your trust in
Jesus, content with what you have because of the wealth of who you are with.
B X EEEIR 2B CERMBRENREE . ESHRTEYE LEREIMRUB R, A8
BREZSHNUETZ—HZEE  ERAEFEN EE—REAZWTA. BRERR, HEALHK
FRHRBESZTEERMERA, FMERMAERN—VIAXMeEHMS2EE, M
MR EEREABHEBZEREHA. ARRKRHA, BA

MBREEEFARXN, (RUEEEMZNE—RPEai, ETETEBEEM
BE, BIRESMHARNE R SMBABORELMEEMNPLEELSE, EEY kK, K
e & ERERRDEREE A H RIS R EMRFNATHEFEAZTHEAMRM TR, &
REAEMEREAMMAEEREE, EHMABEZEANEY LESRETEMHE
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ERATEER, RFNTEBAEINGRE, MEDRROEFEHNEL. ERERIRE,
K= EREERM A — ) SR MM B IR IRFTRA R, (RMEXME T EE.

And this is where the teacher lands. This is the place of contentment. ;& 7L 2 1E& Y

himo & ¥ B H MR EIR AT .

18 This is what | have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to

drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of

life God has given them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone

wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in

their toil—this is a gift of God.

20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied

with gladness of heart.

{538 £ 5:18-20

18?&?&%7%%%%!3’] MEATABM-—E£MAFIEZE, EZXALZ
SHRERNFE, BAaESEMte D,

19*$E%A§E#EEE, FEELLEZA, EMBCHD, EihE KPS L

CETEZERBEL,

0T ZESEC—EMWER, BAaMEMMDEME .,

The gladness of their heart. Gratitude. The teacher is suggesting that contentment in
one’s circumstances is the pathway to enjoying life. fifib PEIZ 4%, FREA, EEEEE
ERTAEFEMRET I EZEEZETENRE

The apostle Paul, the guy who wrote a bunch of stuff in the new testament, he endured
a lot of really horrible things. Beatings, execution attempts, persecution, imprisonment.
His life as an apostle of Jesus was really hard. And during one of the times he was in
prison, he wrote this: {#{ER#E, FHNFHEZABTHEEN M, MAZTIRZIEZTIH
RO  RERIT. M TREER, BE ., BE, thEARRRERMETENREH, H— it
HERE thEE:

1 ... I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 | know what it is to
be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being
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content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty
or in want. 13 | can do all this through him who gives me strength.

BE 3 Lt & 4:11-13

MNMELAFABEARZAEF  RERETEEIABALME, SR HKER

BET.

NEMNEERRZRER CNEEREEST  HNfae, HAMH: HALER, N
Rz, BEERE KHMSF TR,

BEREEBMGEERNDEN, LEEBEM.

A better way to translate this passage would be “I can endure all things through him
who gives me strength.” BT HIFIEE SRR HEZBMIEE HER, NLERER
it o "

When we place our trust in Jesus, when we accept his invitation to step into loving
obedience of him, because

he cares deeply for us, we discover the “secret of being content in any and every
situation”. When we are with Jesus, there is literally nothing we can’t face, even death
itself, because our hope is in a world fully redeemed by heaven, a people fully restored
in Jesus. Every tear wiped away. Perhaps we get so fixated on transforming our
circumstances that we lose sight of what God is transforming in us amidst our
circumstances. EHMEE IR, EAtmE R M0, B LB IER B,
B RIR T BRI ERIRE AT LA Z R, ERMEINRTE — &R, B L2H
HESEMTEEHN, EERRTARE, RAsHMNMERE —EHEXETEMEMH
FE NBEBRETEHRRE, B8 HERRAIZELZ T . hEFrRMAREINRERMMER
5, UERBEMZE T HAEEMNRED EEMESRMNIE

It's this simple: God is who he says he is. He has done and will do everything he has
promised, and we can trust in Him. {Rf§ & . 5 2HFTER VAR L, M —BEEEYHEE
SRR IERTAY — 1] , R BUE T

So do not worry, saying, What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
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tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

B X T 63134

BN, FTEBEER CEEBEEEZEE?
NEHBEHNBAFRKRKY, MPAFTRAMNE—UVERA, MMAHOXXEZHNEBN

BMMELERMUBEMMhE, ELERABEMBIMRMT
MU, T ELRAXERE RARXEARXMER, —~XNHERE—X
EMHT

What would happen, if everyday we stepped into our lives with a posture of gratitude
and contentment. With Kaph (gestures kaph). Ready to offer up our lives and receive

what God has for us. 1R FHMERABURBIMBHDEER ML, EREHE, U

Kaph (B F#5) MED, ElRFR LR ML, thEZm AR FIERN—,

The Teacher opened this passage with the importance of coming to God ready to
listen, with the importance of sacred silence. What if so much of our contentment
rests upon our willingness to receive the peace of God in our listening? {£3& LLZK 2| #f
HAIEFERENEEMHMAERRMNEEZEEITHR T EREX . ET2EMMUMBRXIE
ELERMREMESEEEREDEZMAMENTR ?

On our way in, you were given the elements of bread and juice, a reminder of Christ’s
sacrifice for us. Were are going to take these together in just a moment, so you can
begin the precarious process of opening them. Before we take them, let’s take a
moment to be silent before God, to reflect on this reminder of just how far Jesus was
willing to go in order to express his love for us. Let's receive the love of God with
gratitude in our hearts, content in the riches of our communion with him. 7E £ 3k BB
&, {REEER T EEAEMS EREXMEEABRMMVEY. B —SnEk—EEER
ARFIIRERILMEETEH, EHRMBEE 28, ERMEHEREAEIIRRE BEER
EERMERARES EN L 2=k R EMERMNE, BHMABZRENDIEZHNE, &
EREMEMEIHNEE,

Benediction i

May you be men and women who embrace the love of Jesus in their lives and find
contentment in every circumstance because God is with you. And you can do all of
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this because He gives you strength. Amen! FE{RM7E/RMIA0 £ dn P HERERERE, BR
EMHNREMREEESTMNE . FIRMEZINGEMR ORI L EEBEEM, BT !
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