Right Being Over Right Doing
Jamie Lilley

Text(s): Eph 5:21-6:9
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Thesis: The Bible teaches us how as foIIowers of Jesus we are called into right being, not
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We are back in the book of Ephesians this week!

For reference:

Ephesians is an epistle, which means a letter—in this case, a letter from Paul to the church in
Ephassis, but it’s also written as a letter for the entire world: for Jew and Gentile, husband
and wife, parent and child, master and servant. It was the mind and will of God in Paul's day;
it remains a voice of inspiration in our day. We can say this letter has universal appeal and
application, containing truths that have lasted for generations, continuing to resonate with
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It's an answer to the question: how do we live as and be the church? This question has been
answered through the lens of religion finding its way to us today in 2024 in a world vastly
different from its immediate audience. | think this difference has caused us to find comfort in
structure because when things are crazy or confusing around us we look for an anchor. 0| =
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For this reason | think we often view our faith as a set of rules, a series of "dos and don'ts" that
guide our actions. But today, | want to challenge that perspective by suggesting that being part
of the Kingdom of Heaven, the family of God, and the church is not about right doing—it’s
about right being. And it starts with our formation. 0|21 &t 0| f 2 LP: et &8 <9
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This theme of right being is something | hope you’ve been noticing throughout this series and
the one-offs sprinkled in. We’ve talked about what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like and how
we are pointing toward it. We've talked about our participation as individuals in the family of
God and our responsibility in community. And we’ve talked about the transforming work that
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Recently, the Lord has been speaking to me about the difference between right doing and right
being in my own life, so if we’ve had a conversation or a pastoral care meeting you've
probably heard me mention this. £/ 20 =E8HMA= W &0k 2 €= ot= AW =2 22
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What | mean is that sometimes—whether in individual seasons or across entire eras and
centuries—we as the church, and as individuals, end up living out our faith from our heads.
We rely on our thinking, our strategies, and we try to pour out, but all we’re drawing from is a
mind full of gears turning. Our brains work to make sense of things, but that’s not where true
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Today we’re looking at Ephesians 5:21-6:9. Many of us will know this passage as the
instructions for Christian households. This is a passage that taken at surface value is a
heady passage. It's about knowing what’s right and doing that thing. But through asking
some questions and digging a little, it also reveals a deeper truth about our identity in Christ.
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Ephesians 5:21-6:9(NIV)

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.



22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband
is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.
24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her
to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church—30 for we are members of his body. 31
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two
will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the
church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.

6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and
mother’—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as
you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but
as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not people,8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for
whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.
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Understanding the Context2 & 0| i
Understanding the context of this passage is crucial and we would be doing it a huge disservice
if we took it at face value. Let’s break it down:

**Thing #1:** The instructions Paul gives, while specific to the culture of his time, have sparked
much debate and have been horribly misused throughout history. We must approach these
texts not as rigid rules but as reflections of deeper, spiritual truths otherwise we can find
ourselves perpetuating counter kingdom values like oppression and abuse. **At = # 1:* *
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**Thing #2:**This passage we know is nestled in Ephesians, a letter for all. While it provides
guidance for Christians living in specific household roles—husbands and wives, parents and
children, masters and servants—not every follower of Jesus fits into these categories. This
invites us to discover deeper truths beyond what's immediately obvious SN el It
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| want to offer to you today my interpretation of these sections. | want to invite you into my
reading and wrestling with the Bible and challenging passages. You don’t have to agree with
me. This is just what I've learned and taken from it.

In the Husbands and Wives section we have the words *submit” and *head* which have



been the source of the most debate.

In Greek, the word "submit" comes from the term *hypotassesthe*, which can mean different
things depending on the context. In a military sense, it refers to arranging forces under a
leader’s guidance. Outside of warfare, it implies a voluntary attitude of cooperation,
responsibility, and obedience. The Bible doesn’t call wives to be inferior to their husbands but
to be cooperative helpers. Husbands, in turn, are called to love their wives with the same
selfless, sacrificial love that Christ shows the church (from verse 25). hypotassesthe * 2t =
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The word “head” is *kephalé* which can be translated to "source of life”. We often interpret
"head” as "authority over." but in tandem with the context of the submit word, what | see is an
interdependent relationship: an exchange of sacrifice, responsibility, and life all through love.
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The next section (Ephesians 6:1-4) teaches children to obey their parents, based on one of the
Ten Commandments. Fathers are instructed not to provoke their children but to raise them
according to God's discipline and instruction. When | read this | think: “there’s no way this
principle is limited to fathers.” For one, mothers are left out—what if mothers, uncles, or aunts
said, "The Bible didn’t name me specifically, so it doesn’t apply to me"? That would be absurd.
When the Bible gives specifics, it's not about excluding anyone but rather providing a model
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What | see here is instruction to people who are responsible for raising up the next generation.
When you are responsible to teach and guide, you are responsible to be in a healthy place to
do that. Provoking someone is a reaction and not a response from formation.
Moving to verses 5-9, Paul addresses masters and slaves, urging masters to treat them fairly,
knowing that Jesus is King of all people. A King who does not have favorites. This teaches
thatin God’s eyes, allare equal. {Jt HOIM E= X2 03 MUHE s Hs L2
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I’m going to pause for a second because my guess is that that was a lot of information and
perhaps a perspective you hadn’t heard before. | recognize there might be uncomfortable bits
but | think it presents an opportunity for us to examine our beliefs and values. | think there
could be an invitation from the Spirit if we listen.

What's resonating with you? What's made you irritated? What questions do you have?
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This set of household instructions is also found in Colossians. Colossians 3:18-4:1. There are
some differences between the two with Colossians being slightly shorter, but what they share
in common is also a bit of context.

Just before this set of household instructions, Paul gives instructions on the Holy Spirit. He
speaks about being filled with the Holy Spirit which is not a one-time event but a continual
process. If you find yourself feeling distant from God or sensing that something is missing in
your faith despite doing all the "right" things, perhaps your invitation today to be filled with
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| fear we often shortchange ourselves in the fullness of the Christian life by thinking that being
filled with the Holy Spirit and repentance are one-time occurrences. Our life in Christ is a
continual return to the feet of Jesus and a continual return to the body He’s designed for us.
Paul touches on this. Believers should not merely "get by" with the bare minimum of what is
expected. Our life in Christ is about an ongoing, deepening relationship, not just checking off
a list of religious duties. Lt= 22|t &8 SCH 3|IHE L HOZ AT OZ M
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Even with the reminder and encouragement that the Spirit brings us life to our rigidity, it's
so easy to find ourselves back in passages like this discouraged. &3 H M 22l2]
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The Challenge of Difficult Passages (i & &2 & &

This is a difficult passage. The challenge with difficult passages is they present us with a mirror.
They reveal to us or remind us of the places we’re hurt and how we perpetuate hurt. Last week
we did baptisms. | talk with the people beforehand saying “when you enter into the waters of
baptism, you understand the weight of the brokenness of the world. Either you’ve done things to
cause hurt or others have done things that have hurt you, you’ve been living under the weight of
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| imagine you’re the same way. You sit in here today with wounds. | know it because | do too.
Part of stepping into those waters is taking a stand against the death of the world. Holding up a
mirror, examining your life and perhaps recognizing your brokenness. Then saying no longer
will | be held captive to those things. Instead | will repent the brokenness and walk into the
transformed, formed life.

The essence of Paul’s teaching is about living out the transformative love of Christ. The
Gospel is good news for all people. It's the good news that you can be transformed from being
lost to being found, being dead to being alive.

This is what Jesus wants for all of us. L= &4l 2
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Right Being in the Family of God SHtE otLt&d 2l Jt&£0| &= A
*Band can come back out here

You might be thinking - ok we’re off topic because this passage is talking about relationships
not about personal formation. And you’d be almost right. The health and longevity of your
relationships will result from your personal formation, which happens through time spent with
Jesus. *BHE= HHIIA CHAl L= = JSLICH
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Paul’s instructions extend beyond these ancient household dynamics emphasizing the
importance of mutual respect, kindness, and love. Our relationships should be marked by a
Christ-like attitude, where each person sees the other through the eyes of God. This is where
the concept of "right being" comes into play. Being part of the family of God means that our
actions should naturally flow from our identity in Christ. We are not merely called to follow
rules, but to sit with Jesus in our brokenness to allow the Spirit of the living now, not just then,
God to enter the depths of our lives and transform us in a way that only God can. Bt = 2|
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This is true right doing: getting in the presence of God.
Right being pours out of that.

What does "right being" look like? 0|21 0] &2 2
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Through the Husbands and wives instruction we know it's mutual submission to one another in
reverence for Christ and finding life in other people. =& 1t OtLf 2 Jt2& 2 Soll Rele=
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The Children and Parents instruction clues us into the kingdom value of legacy. It matters how



you got to where you are and it matters what you leave. We are responsible to care for the
children - yes the actual children, but also those who are new in the faith. This has to come from
an outpour of our own healing. Xt {2t 22 W2 Q2 H R4t 2= X0 st HAE
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From the Slaves and Masters instruction we are reminded of the promise of God: Grace plays
no favorites. Your status doesn't matter to God. What you can bring doesn't matter to God.
God just wants you - all of you just the way you are. =0l 2t F=0QI2| &2 Sdll Rcl=
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Communion
Benediction ==

As we reflect on what it means to be the family of God, whether in our homes or in our
church community, let us remember that the health and welfare of these relationships depend
not on rigid adherence to rules, but on mutual submission, love, and the continual filling of
the Holy Spirit.

May we be people who enter into the presence of Jesus, be filled with the Holy Spirit, and
build healthy relationships with one another<? 2| JIE M E 13l S Sl M E StLEE 2
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