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Dwell Week One : Exploited

Bo Stern-Brady
September 24, 2023
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Message E82

The book of Isaiah is an epic compilation of the words, thoughts, emotions and theology of the
prophet, Isaiah. He prophesied through the administrations of four different kings Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah.
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In 721 BC, right in the middle of his forty-year prophetic ministry, Israel was conquered by
Assyria. As Isaiah watched the Northern kingdom disintegrate, he began to prophesy warnings
to the southern kingdom of Judah, warning them to turn back to God or face the same fate.
Isaiah was right, Babylon conquered Judah in 587 BC, long after Isaiah had died - but his
warnings and his work carried great weight with the people of Israel. The authorship of the book
is a hot topic among biblical scholars because of the book’s structure and content:
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Chapters 1-39: Pre-Babylonian exile

% 1-39 E: BAME, LA AEELMSZBTEE

Chapters 40-66: 150 year jump, post-exile and after Isaiah’s death. (Also a sharp literary
turn here from prose to poetry)
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One idea: Isaiah was writing prophetically into the future.
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The other idea: Isaiah wrote all he was seeing and feeling and handed those scrolls off to a
group of his disciples who then applied that information, also prophetically, as they lived through
the Babylonian exile. Either way, we believe the book of Isaiah is sourced in the life and heart
and ministry of Isaiah. Our oldest manuscript of this book is also one of the most complete
manuscripts in existence. It was among the Dead Sea Scrolls, found in 1947, but the scroll itself
dates back to 125 BC and is  all 66 chapters of Isaiah, written in 54 columns in a single scroll
with no break at all between chapters 39 and 40. The people of Israel understood this entire
book to be the work - however directly or indirectly - of the prophet Isaiah.
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Isaiah is quoted (or alluded to) in the Gospels approximately 21 times, 25 times in Paul's letters,
6 times in 1 Peter, 5 times in Acts, 4 times in Revelation, and once in Hebrews. UUEGREAES
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Isaiah is not just robust in length, it's weighty with content that points us toward the coming
Kingdom and a true Messiah who will ransom the whole world. In Isaiah 9, Isaiah gives voice to
some of the most powerful prophetic statements about the coming of Jesus: His name shall be
called, wonderful , counselor.... UEBRERERIRER MARNBTEE, BEM5IRENERIZREE
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In Luke 4, Jesus launches his own ministry by quoting Isaiah and says, “I'm the fulfillment of
these words.”
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So - Isaiah is a book with profound depth and enormous theological implications. It can be
tricky to read because of the shifting timelines and voices - sometimes it’s the prophet speaking,
sometimes it's God speaking, sometimes it's the people protesting - but when we understand
that all of Isaiah is pointing to the coming redeemer and trying to help us position our lives to
receive and welcome His rescue, it becomes easier to understand.
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For the next five weeks, we’re going to camp out in one specific chapter of Isaiah - chapter 58.
We’'ll open it up like a treasure chest and look at all the gifts within the gift - and these gifts, if we
apply them to our lives will be transformative. Isaiah saw the Savior coming from his side of the
timeline; we are seeing His work from the other side of the timeline. We are blessed to have a
rearview mirror and evidence of the saving work of Jesus as the lens through which we can read
these words and set them in motion in our own world.
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Today, we're going to tackle the first five verses. §X, HMELSEF AT AKX

“Shout it aloud, do not hold back.

Raise your voice like a trumpet.

Declare to my people their rebellion

and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. Isaiah 58:1
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This starts with a bang. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Trumpets, in Israel, are always used
for calling the people together or calling God’s attention to the offerings they are presenting to
Him. Trumpets are not subtle. If you’ve ever had a kid in orchestra or marching band, learning
to play the trumpet, you know that at trumpet cannot be ignored. So whatever follows the
statement: “Raise your voice like a trumpet” is going to be really important. To whom is the
prophet speaking here? The descendants of Jacob. He’s talking to God’s chosen people.
People who know the rules and the ways and the stories. People who understand that there is
consequence in knowing and being known by God. That’s also us. So we are about to hear
about the people’s rebellion and their sins... ;B —BEEZMB. GE B R IFE W A, HELUE
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For_day after day they seek me out;
they seem eager to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that does what is right
and has not forsaken the commands of its God.
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Day after day. Such an interesting way to say it. They are at least very consistent. Day after
day. And then he says, “They seem eager to know my ways...”. And they are acting like they
haven’t forsaken God’s commands. BfE—H, @R A RER, tWIZELEE—% BE—A,
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They ask me for just decisions
and seem eager for God to come near them.
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Again, the prophet says, “they seem eager”. That word eager in Hebrew is the word “delight”.
They seem to delight in this, but that is not true in their hearts - somehow their delight has
turned to something else. FEHBERRE, [fILIFERES 1, FEKBIHEE —FAZ SR
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‘Why have we fasted,’ they say,
‘and you have not seen it?
Why have we humbled ourselves,
and you have not noticed?’
LEGRESSIMMR HMER FRAMFIEFERE?
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Here we arrive at the heart of the issue. Actually, the heart of the issue IS exactly that - it's an
issue in their hearts. We’'re fasting - but you aren’t seeing it. We’re super humble! But you
haven’t even noticed. |s it still humility if we need someone to notice it? They reveal here that
what should be sourced in delight is rooted in something else entirely. They are doing the right
things in the wrong way and they are not getting the results they want. FI3E#8, FFIFLEE T R
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What’s happened here is they have mixed in a little Canaanite worship with their worship of
Yahweh. That pagan worship appeals to and appeases the gods so they can get what they
want from them. The Israelites have slipped into this mindset as well. They see fasting as a
device to handcuff God to their agenda. This false worship is rooted in a desire to pressure Him
into blessing or protecting or prospering them and it reveals a deep fault line in their
understanding of who He is and how He works. The essence of the Hebrew religion is not to
twist God’s arm to get him to perform, but rather to respond to His invitation into a loving and
life-giving relationship. And the prophet goes on to say why their fasting is producing such
dismal results: ;52 Z £ ME RSN —BLNRE R FRMFPHIBMEAIFRESE —E, BER
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“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please
and exploit all your workers.
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Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife,

and in striking each other with wicked fists.
UEDESSAMMERE AAEHSEHR UABMEBET A
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Uh oh. Turns out, God is watching ALL their actions and words and attitudes and not just their
fasting and their show of humility. God sees it ALL and says their behavior toward others who
are made in His image has separated them from their ability to see or hear from God - it's also
obscured their ability to see themselves with any degree of accuracy. When duty displaces
delight we will inevitably find ourselves in the wild, angry, miserable land called Dead Religion.
Dead Religion is filled with rule books and hall monitors, but all the joy and life is siphoned out of
it. The beautiful mystery of falling in love with an unimaginably magnificent God is snuffed out
by a cookie-cutter spiritual formation that is transactional - | do this for you, You do this for me -
and transactional relationships are built for banking and commerce and contracts - but they are
not built for love. They are not satisfying, even at their best and at their worse, they are
soul-crushing. NEM, EEEH, MEEHSRMMMAENITE. SENEE, MAEERBMNEER
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How is it manifesting for Israel? ¥ L& 5| AKRFKEAT HE?
1. You DO as you please (Dead religion puts self at the center) “My desires first” BE{R:iDE =S (3E
THREZMEBE D) “BHWREAE”

2. You exploit your workers (Dead religion puts profit and power over people) While they are giving
something up in fasting, they are hurting other people to GET stuff for themselves - they are after
power and possessions, and they’re willing to give up a meal or two to get it. My power and
possessions first. {RK|EIREI T A GETHIRBUSFIEMENZENRAZ L) EHMMEERSP K
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3. Your fasting ends with quarreling and strife (striking each other with wicked fists) <— such
interesting language! This is a very violent description. What are the “wicked fists” of our era?
(Dead religion almost always leads to violence against others. Violence is the result of
dehumanization - dead religion is almost always connected to some form of dehumanization
(other ref) “My opinions first.” {RMIFE R L FWFERIER (AMEBHEBERHERIT) <—%
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The prophet is unwavering in conveying how God feels about this kind of religion: %12 E %
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You cannot fast as you do today

and expect your voice to be heard on high.
Is this the kind of fast | have chosen,

only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed



and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Is that what you call a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
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| like how the prophet states this in the form of questions: FE & &5 URBF R R ZE—B:

s this what you think God wants? & 2[R A& #MEZRIIE

s this what you think will work? & 2 {RE2 A BIE RIS 2

s this what you think relationship looks like? & 2R3 & FN#H B R ZE MR FIE?
s this what you call acceptable? & 2R HIBIEINAIE 2

There is a consistent contrast throughout the Bible of duty vs. delight. T B A&, FF
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Blessed are those who fear the Lord,
who find great delight in his commands. Psalm 112:1
HEM2NIBBMANE EEEHasM EAELEER.

Great peace have those who love your law,
and nothing can make them stumble. Psalm 119:165
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These are not the commands of a distant God who is disgusted with the creation He has made.
(Like when we spend all the money on a trip to Disneyland and our kids are bored and on their
cell phones....”"Have fun, you ungrateful children!” “I demand that you delight in me!” These
are the desires of al relatlonal God who models this. He goes first: SE&£ it R 2 — i B 2 ATEIE
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“Lord delights in those who fear him who put their hope in his unfailing love.” Psalm
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For the Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with victory. Psalm 149:4
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The Lord your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17
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There is no reluctant salvation. He is not a hesitant rescuer. He’s not just putting up with us or
tolerating those who bear His image; He DELIGHTS in us. (Wrenley - | see my daughter in
her...l could never not love her.) He doesn’t hold his love out like a carrot that we earn when
we’re good enough. He delights to love us. And we are created to love him back the same way.
REMRMRE, TR —EREBRTRABIEE. v TEERHMARERLEEFMB RN,
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And the way God can tell they are not loving Him back in this is not because they’re not doing
the outward things - but because they’re not loving who He loves. When we live in a way that
puts our desires, our power, our possessions and our opinions in first position, we have lost our
sense of delight in abandoning those things in order to receive His desires, His power and His
opinions and place them at the very front of everything else we do. ##RILIEHE AMAZ4, &
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Let’s say it again: Fasting is not a device used to handcuff God to our own agenda. Fasting is
the opposite: It’s built for emptying us out of our agenda so we can fully lean into the beauty and
mystery of discovering His. And moving further into the desires, power and opinions of God will
inevitably move us TOWARD those created in His image and not away from them. We’ll move
toward mercy. Toward healing. Toward compassion. Toward grace. EHMBER—X . ZBEFEH
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As we move further into this passage in the weeks ahead, we’ll discover that fasting goes hand
in hand with freedom. Fasting reveals what’s handcuffing US. Fasting unties cords and
looses ropes and breaks yokes of bondage...the ones that are around us and the ones
we have placed around others. EHM7E#E TR ERE —THESELE X, HMEFHIR
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Response; Song ‘Rest” - as we listen, lean into the question: Is anything in my life keeping me
from God’s desires, God’s power or God'’s opinions? What would it look like to let go?
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