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Joy to be with you...Update on pastoral selection process...why it's taking longer than |
hoped...celebrate the faithfulness of God and Pastor Bo and the team's leadership in this interim
period...I will meet with your council today to discuss the next steps and a few options for them to

consider...
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B4 is in a series called Year of Yes. We want 2024 to be a year of saying yes to the things that make
us more like Jesus. Bo asked if | could speak on one of the most important things | ever said "yes"
to...and | immediately knew what Jesus wanted me to share with you, but you won't like it — haha...
B4 £—1{E4 &l Year of Yes IR 5IH, H 524 2024 Fra] LI A B BLZER M EGRIBERMEBERIZ]
H—&, BoRREZB A UMMESERBI R INEREEMNSEFZ—.. . RIMERAER MO ZEH
&, BRFEEHE- IBia.... ..

It is THE thing that has shaped me more than anything else, but not by my choosing. | wouldn't wish
it on anyone, and | would even pray that you not experience it. But | would also pray that when you
experience it, it changes you like it did me.

EHFHEMEMRAREREER BEF2REEN, RARLEEMANBIERSE, REEMBMTE
RESES, BHRMMEEMREEECER, E8RRER—KRRER,

You ready? The most important thing | ever said "yes" to was suffering. Maybe you're thinking, like |
thought, "Nobody says 'yes' to suffering." It just happens. But I'm talking about how you choose to
respond to God when suffering comes.

fREMRIF T ? HBERNARINKEZNFRURRE LEF AR, sUEREBIME, N2AANHRE
ERIZ] IEMERBLET . BHRAMWEEREREFRREZINAEIE LT,

And maybe you're not in a difficult season right now, and | praise God with you...but maybe tuck this
teaching away for those storms that may come, and you can remember what Jesus said to you...
HEMRIRAE L TERE#MRE, RRR—EEXELT... . (BhFESEREKER, LURRTREEIZRM
E&, IR LIRS R ERER S RERAOEE. ...

Let's pray...
EEMRE...

Show the picture of boys with swords...Tell about the tradition of the hike to manhood and the
last one | did with my boys at night...Less than a year later, on June 16, 2016, my oldest son
died in a car accident - the lights went out...

BRRBEEFINER...... B ERED RITHOER, URBEM EIIZFH—EMNER—X...... E
—4 1%, 2016 46 A16 A, M AR FHE—ZEMPEH-BRT ...

In my journal in October 2016, | wrote: "It feels like I'm on a vast ocean of sadness, drifting, at the
whims of the waves and winds which blow. The horizon is far away on every side, and I'm not sure
where the currents will lead me."

£ 2016 £ 10 AWIBEERD, HEE  “BREMEBE—FERGHEFED, FERER. RS, ME/\ A8
HFERAMEER METMERRELES IRAMA,”

Our world is filled with grief, uncertainty, and confusion. It can often feel like we are being blown
about by the storms like the light has gone out and the sun will never rise again.

B RFTG T HRE. THEMENED, HMEEREECERRRARVERE, EERRT, K5
BthAgHE—K,
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It sometimes feels like the world is upside-down, doesn't it? Wars and rumors of wars. Natural
disasters. Families torn apart by ideologies. llinesses. Tragedies.

FRREHAZHAN, FTE2E?BENRBNES. BRKE . RERETH M B BHEE, KR, &
Bl

Nicholas Wolterstorff wrote in his book "Lament of a Son" after the tragic death of his son - "I shall
look at the world through tears. Perhaps | shall see things that dry-eyed | could not see."

EEHH XARREXAER FIA=EZHREMMNEE(RFURE) D RE  “RFSFRKEHR, hiFH
ERINZERETIIMRA,

I've rediscovered some things about the world, life, and God, and | want to share with you for a few
moments how | found my way back to the light — to God — after the darkest and hardest season of
my life.

BHEHBRT —LEANHR. £ LFHNERE REBEERMAIZ—T, £aREGPRERE. RERHME
Bz, HINEHEIEENE — — L HBRHEH.

Like some of you, | grew up in the church and was taught the old Bible stories — like Joseph saving
the people of Israel and Egypt - and how God came through for him...we love those
stories...because we believe their story should be our story...

MBMMAPH—LA—K BEHERK, THBAEHZHNERLHRSE- fIINHNEXREHRUBIINARRAR
- LR L mErE ... BMEEHELENE..... AAEMBEMMNKREEZSHMUSKE...

But we forget something significant: that between the few pages of Joseph being thrown into a pit to
him saving the people from famine are decades of struggle, questions, doubt, and uncertainty...
BEMSRT LEEMNEHF ENEXRENERBEUERBARARITHEEZE, B8 TEHMASE.
8., RERAMTHEE...

We love the stories of crossing the Red Sea and forget the centuries of slavery...the crossing of the
Jordan River into the promised land, and forget the 40 years of wandering...the resurrection without
the cross...the power of the early church without the martyrdom of its followers...
EMEHRFVAENRE, TR T A ERLHRE.... FHNBAEAESF 2, S5ETH+TE/MER
...... BRETFENEE.CRFRENRERRENNEENERE. ...

What do you do when life doesn't match up to the stories in the Bible — what you do at that moment
is extremely important...

EAEREERETATRMEREY - B—LRAMENSREREE......

I've seen hundreds of people do 1 of 2 things:
EEBHBE AU TRESF—4:

1) They turn away too quickly from the Bible and from the church and simply conclude that we
were misinformed; God doesn't care, and he is uninvolved. Statistics show that people walk
away from God when trials come because they have difficulty reconciling the suffering of this
world with a good God who is for us and with us. OR..

IRkt B TS AE, HHEMFHER: ?ﬂzﬁ%&h%?: AL, itz BEBEE
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o, #iETBIEEER, SRR, AMEEH LT RAathMEH S EEERNZTHE —IXF
A, BEMREMRE LFHRMER, E...

2) They hold onto the Bible so tightly, yet blindly, never asking more challenging questions or
being honest that this life of faith is tough — eventually become disillusioned..
fthF9 a0tk R BRIV EB4E, AIXE Bith, T IREFEEREMHIME, T uﬁﬁai’mﬁmn&@{%ﬂﬂi
EE R — —n%fﬁ%zluﬁ&m ......

There's a third option that | believe we see in the pages of the Bible — from Job to Psalms, to Jesus
in the Garden — people willing to cry out to God with their questions and doubts and a God ready to
listen. What if storms come with an invitation to foster a deeper connection with God?
BHERMEERFEITE=EARE - (BRI GFR), BRFaEENERER— - AMEE
it A fa EE%EI'FMEF]#M?* At FEE AT, 202 2 B Rk gt 55 P B b 75 2 31 SR AEHEIE 2

The Bible doesn't hold back when it comes to sharing about suffering:

ERAESERHARETER:

- Jesus: in this world, you will have trouble...sent himself to us, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete —
the one who comes alongside and comforts us..

R EEEHEA L, (REEIIRE.. . ZE/ME EJK 1BAMH:2, EE, KEM—-EHMIEFMIT
it %2 F BP9 AR— £t

- Job - so many conversations between Job and God after he loses everything...

F A —FEMAE—UR, HAEGETHRINL S MEEE. .

- The Sons of Korah — Psalm 42
AR F% - 5555 42

Psalms 42:1-5 NIV
E4E 42:1-5 NIV

Amid difficulty, the psalmist exhorts us to put our hope in God! There's a connection between prayer
to God and hope in God...Without hope in God, we are less likely to have a relationship with God...
we won't come to him without hope.

R FREEHEHRMEMLELT ' M ELHFMENH LFTHAECHFEERE. ... . NRH EFHFR
BRE, BMMAKRAIREE EFEIBEE..... . 2R 2R MM ERINtbEmaT,

Two primary Hebrew words for hope...
RTHEMREETERERX...

Qavah = the feeling of tension as one waits - a farmer anticipating his crop or "will the rope hold."

Qavah = F#FRERE - RREFHER/EEHEFREMER],

- Qavah focuses on the duration and quality of human life, both its uncertainty and fulfillment.

Qavah B N L MMFERRNES, LEEFEE N E R,
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Tell the story of Mel Fisher, a Scuba Diver who looked for a treasure in Nuestra Senora de Atocha

— he would tell his son every time they went out — this is the day - this is the day we find it...they

searched for this treasure for 15 years...hope...waiting... anticipating... hoping... and that fateful

day 15 years later, they found the treasure which ended up being worth 400 million dollars — worth
the wait?

Eih -2 S (Mel Fisher) FIEEE, fth 2 —(IE/KE/KE, fth#ENuestra Senora de Atocha Sk EiH-
BRIV, HEE EHMHNEF- E—R- SUERMBLIESHWB—X.... S HEEERI5E......
ELLLERELOHELLLCARELLLISERMBEREMN—X, tMRR T BEMEETHER ——

BEREFHFE?

Yachal = waiting in anticipation. Not if but when.
Yachal = 8ifF#t%E 5. A 22 E, M,

Associated with strength and standing firm, or perhaps with being in labor and waiting in
painful expectation.

HASNEEMRR, NREEESBMAERSHAGPIEFTAR.

- Yachal almost always requires an object to be waited for, usually God, God's word, law, or
actions of God.

Yachal# FREFEFHF—EHR AERLT. LHIEE. ZEHLFHTEL

- And sometimes the when feels really long...

AREERREEMRE...

Our first baby's birth — 14 hours of hard labor (I have an audio recording)... Suzanne's groaning and
pain...her crying out...the feeling of losing hope - this baby is never going to come...the pain will
never end... MM E —ERFHET — —14E/NFHFEE DR (EFHKE) ... FIRER RS EES
...... tmﬂﬁééﬁ......ﬁeﬁﬁ“m,h‘%——E@&%%?F%Hji......ram Tﬁ‘fnﬁ

Fast forward to our fourth baby's birth — now we've been through this 3 other times — we know the
pain will end; it's just a moment, a season...did knowing the pain would end, stop the pain, or make
it less painful? Nope. Suzanne still groaned, and her groaning did not mean she had lost hope that
the baby would ever come out of her. It just meant she was in pain. {2 2| F 5 O{E % FrIH & — —
RERMEKKEEA=SERNERT ——HMMERETHERR ERE—ERZ, —EFE.....A
EREERER. f“ s BRERS 7 %8, HFIMEEmG, hagmmes it RERE th# s F it thic i
AHREETHE, ,\Emmaﬁ%rro

Hope keeps you in it — it keeps you coming back...whether you're confident (Yachal - the baby will
come) or uncertain (Qavah - I'm not sure if we will ever find that treasure)...hope keeps you coming
back to Jesus, especially during times of suffering... God would rather you go to him mad at him
than to walk away from him...BEy LiEIRBEEP- EEMREE..... . BEHIRE B8 (Yachal - BRER) =
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EAHETE (Qavah - EAEERMEEGHEIAEER) ... 0 LRIREE R ENER, L H 2R HIRX
. LEERYRERAth, bR, W AFEIRBER M. .

One of my favorite stories in the Old Testament is the story of Jacob wrestling with God, and it really
spoke to me regarding how one might say "yes" to suffering... B IP B EEHRNHE2 —SHLHEE
THEANKE SHESRTMAHEHRIZ]...

Read Genesis 32:22-32, NIV

iEHMERIH EE32:22-32

2fth R kR, FEMBEEF, MEMER, Et+—ERF, BT HBED, 2357 MMER, XITH
FTEMESBEE, 243 R THE— AN, H—EARMMIER, EXIZH, 265 A R B BT @M, Bt
KBREERT —B, #ZHRBEETERMEHRIA T 26 8 AR - REAT, BHERE | HBHR R
HHGE HUABIRE 27BN (RBUEREE ? thif A UHS, 28 BAR RN ETEFUHE,
BEULIBS; EKAREIHE NN, #G T B, 20 B MthER BRI &R, AR AR
£ ?MNBEBERESRE. VS ELRA M AELAURESFHFIEACEMER) EER EEHE
RT#, BMEaRhSRE. 3I1BEAIHRME R, HEKBREFS, thrIKERME T, 328, Lt
FIARZKERENA, BEXSH, AARAERETHESKBEMWH.

When my boys were young, | would wrestle with them...wrestle them to the ground until they were
screaming (the good kind) for mercy. | kept increasing the intensity...throwing them across the room
onto the couch (occasionally missing the couch) — they would cry for a moment and then fling
themselves right back at me, screaming "more, more"... B K& F2/AIEHEE, ZEMMMIEA......
B FEE TR, ERMMIRUE (ERM)RE, BFENSMARE. ... B0 MADIERR—ErDE L
(BREHAYE) ——tmMER—8R ARNERE, RUEES, TS

They were never afraid (maybe a little nervous) to wrestle with their Dad...fth{fi{# ~E 18 (th 3 A ZhER
o) Bl fth MTRY SOERIFER...

But most of us are afraid to wrestle with God...to doubt - to ask questions...l used to be scared of
asking such questions (I guess I'm still a little nervous about it), but | had questions with no easy
answers.. BEMKRZEHALEHE EFER. ... B — —RHME... . RELSHEERMRRE (F
BEMAFTERRER), BERMNEEIEHEMNEE. ...

So | decided, with some fear, to get in the ring with God...to wrestle with Him...to ask Him for
answers... L, HE—LRE BRTHEEFREGHE. ... HEiEa.  AthESREE.....

And | found a God willing to listen to my cries and questions and clarity regarding what | believe. Old
truths have found their way back to me in ways far more profound than | could imagine before Chase
died. They are stronger and more sustaining. But it took time. FkZI T — (I EEEERE I AV FIRSRE
Ry L7, I B ERMEMEBMNRE, SZWEE UL R ESHEHATARERGHEMRZIAM AKX
EE|THRMFE tFIERK, BRA, BEFTERM.

But the most important thing | found in the wrestling and suffering was a deeper and more intimate
relationship with God BEHEAZEANMBTH IR HENREENSZFERALFEILTRR. EHENE R,
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When my boys and | were on the floor grabbing each other, holding each other, jumping on each
other — it was an intimate point of contact for us as father and sons...It must have been similar for
Jacob and God as they wrestled all night... & 1HMZFME R EEABIE . EAEE. EMREBE
F——EHHEMEARTFRAR—EARZHIIEMIEL.... EHESNLFRRAEESMLH, RAfhfIE
wiEA. ..

Even after God wounded Jacob, he didn't give up...He stayed engaged with God...El{§E#1{5 T H &,
2 B RE...... iR MR R E MR ...

When God allowed my son to die, | was so angry...l didn't want anything to do with God...l even
wrote in my journal how | served God all those years, sacrificed so much for him...l couldn't
reconcile it... & L FERFHEMEFRER, ZIERER.... KFBREFHEEMAEEK.... HEZEBRE
PETTRELFRNEAEELT, HMEMHTRES. .. TEEHFEM..

But what | decided to do, which is way more courageous than running from God, was to run to Him
in my pain.. (BEREREMI, ELLE R EHFEHREZ - —HAERETFRML...

The author of Hebrews... HF{ERZEMESE...

This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into
God's inner sanctuary. Hebrews 6:19 NLT (WORSHIP TEAM UP)

{3 %k & 6:19
VEMAEERE NMEAERNHE, XBEXFESE, BB ARBR,

Hope - Without hope in God, we are less likely to come to God. Hope in God is an anchor for our
souls. It draws us into God's presence, where we meet with Him, cry out to Him, and be loved... {52
—INREMLFRE, MUK ATREREM@EAT. HEFHMEREMERNME, ER5IFHMEIHH
AT, EBREEZMEEIRS, MarEsk, WEE...

Sometimes, the only difference between breakdown and breakthrough is how you navigate the
storms. Those moments of waiting, anticipating, uncertainty...not losing hope in Jesus in the
process. FF, AREMZEI 2 MM —ERENRMIUAEEBRR, BLERF., BF. THEHEHFEZ..... &
SEBEPFEREHIVERME,

I'm convinced, now more than ever, that whenever something negative happens outside us, it is an

opportunity to let God work something in us. If we are willing to come to Him.$ 3R 7 b LA {F {E I B 4%
#HERE BERMIEREEEMNEFER, SHEELTFTERMERMSMEE., NEREMEE R
HEA,

| am changed because of the storm...| am not the same man, husband, father, pastor, or leader as |
was...Jesus is transforming me by His Spirit as | wait in his presence. A & RBERMIE T ...... K
BRLUATMAMES A XK. RE. WESEMHT...... EREHREAIEFR, BREESBMMSESE
¥,

8 of 10



Listen, I'm not the same | was before my son's death. |I've changed. | don't walk the same. | don't
talk the same. | don't prioritize the same. The transformation didn't come because of my son's
death, but it came when | accepted God's invitation to get in the ring with him. To say "yes" to his
presence amid suffering and uncertainty. 2%, HELMNRE FAMAIIT—KT. EE2 T, BERT—
o HRFET—K. HTBEZEHRMER. SEEENTTIRRARRFHREMBAMN, MEEHE
ZLHHBFRMEARRLEN, ERENTHEEPHBMEERIZ .

And today, though | walk with a limp, | also walk with a deeper intimacy with God that only wrestling
with Him can bring. X, #AHKER—IK—15, AR WEMT T ERORERGR, RAEMEAT R
FSTEHE R,

INSPIRATION - MAKE IT MEMORABLE - WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT (Creative elements that
will make the message "stick," recast the vision of the message) &7 - FHH# T - AHEMMEEE

B (EARMMEINRIE TR, EEARMESR)

Up on that mountain, huddled together, shivering in the cold, wet, wind-driven storm, my boys and |
were never more intimate than in that moment.. . ZEAREEIL £, EFNEMZFMPEET—E XEXA. &
RRWEBHRRPEZHH, EB—%, ZMEHZEFMERNLERE. ..

| know this now: Jesus meets us on the sides of stormy mountains and in the valleys of shadows...I
will not fear, for you are with me... FKIRTEXNE T : BRER7E BRI an22 89 1L FOFE £2 00 1 L S 4R EL F T 4B 8
...... BFEEH EAREKRE......

Jesus' invitation remains: come to me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and | will give you rest. |
am near to the brokenhearted ERERRIBE AT E - FTE S B EEM AT LI EE R, HEEMM
FIRR, EEAGEDHA

Grief and suffering are invitations to a deeper intimacy with each other and Jesus... &5 EE S

P9 15 Lt N BR R 32 31 B R AR BA AR AOBLES ..

So, friends, don't let go of hope. Don't give up on hope. Don't turn your back on hope. | can tell you
there is light on the other side of the dark...there is hope on the other side of despair...will you run to
Jesus with me — will you cry out to Jesus with me — will you allow your pain, your questions, your
doubts to drive you to your knees in prayer...FT L, BBR, A EZM LA, FTEREFE, FEE
BERREE, A LIELERIR, BEEM B —2FNH... BEMNB—E28F L. FEENHK —EFHFRERE

NE 7 {REEE N3 — e M ERERFEIR NG 2 {REEE SR IRAYE S, IRAIRIERS, (RAIREBEIRME T RisSE. ..

PRAYER: Sometimes | feel like Peter when the crowds left Jesus because of his teaching, and you
turned to your closest friends and asked them: Are you going to leave too? And Peter says, "Lord,
where else would we go? You have the words of eternal life, and | believe in you." ig& : BB HBS
BOGERE—& EFMRIFHZBEMEERGE, RERRRHRE AR EMMM: RO ZREE 2 )
[ XMW, HFLERERMER ? MRAKEZzE, HHER.”
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Reference:

Al t# 52 32:22-32

Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
RhERER, TERMEZEF mMEEX, EI+-—ERF #HATHREBEQD,
Q3T RRMMENR, RITEFMABEHEBE X,
ARFTHSE - A A—EBAKRMMER, B EFRH,
SHARBCHETEMN, At XBEET — £ EEMAREEEERME
&t T .

6MAR - KRRBRAT, FEER ' IR - MABHEAE, EATBMRE,
QTMAR - MBUBEE?> MR - F2UKSZ,

MAR - MUBTEBURS, ZULEN AAREAMEARD, BET B
SR FHMUBEFE. BAR - MLBEENB >  REENRELESTHR
& o
HEEEEMBMAERUESFH(IREMZ2EMER) EER - ZTEHERTH
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STHERMEBRMER, KE&E&H
2L, LB AN XKEEE M
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