Topic: God Promised Us (Hope) “Hope Disguised”
Speaker: Steve Mitchell
Date: December 3rd, 2023
TR AEFEM (IR AR e
EEHTE XKUY
2023%12H3H

53— :Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ZfT ! X{# 518

R XESER, RERNFEE,
MAREREMR, M ETERARE,
B, AKX/, BEERLNES,
RIBFERHE, EEERBEAIE.

BUOXEMTEE, BlEE AR,
#E5 i N L a8, #UHBEE ARG,
REBTREKE, BHHEARIE,
EFEFEARELE ZREEIHER.

B RESEE TRESNHET.
£%3% — : Great Are You Lord {R2{& X #

REE, BEm;
fRE % BR XE FREE
B, #RIRTE,
B— WAL,

Great are you Lord

fRER, EHD;

HAIRA LB, BREFESE;
fRER, AL

BB LFER, BKLER RAIR

EMIRIFIRESR ;

FDPER, HERE;
Great are you Lord !
Great are you Lord !

#¥=:0 Holy Night &%

B! BER FENKS A
AREME HESERE



MK, SE%EEEPEE
EX=EEEE, HRE
BEER, @ﬁﬁemﬁ)&
BAlR®E, DERERR

fFHREFE! EBERBEER
ﬂE' EER HEEERE
B! EER! MEEERE

BUELIEEME £

REEERREIZE
%?&TEE%’FEE
HhoR A IR SRR FE
(2X)

fFHRE T BB EE R
B! B, RIE. fENKER
BE. KIE. BEIUKEERM
(2X)

K 7K & i Bt

INTRO 7 #3
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My name is Steve Mitchell, and I'm one of the pastors here.

| want to thank Pastor Bo and our teaching team for the opportunity.
B ERFX-KUE, SEEMBEIZ—,
FERHBoM A MM EE KGR EBEHE,

You all got your cool newspapers on the way in, right?

fRIFER IR ERE B T REFRIERAR, HIE?

So, you know that our Christmas theme is FT LA, RENEH MR EFE EER
“The Christmas Story is good news of great joy for all people.” “EE 5t # & £ Fr 5 A\ 2R 2R 4B
E—EXEMNITFER,”

And you now know that the First Sunday in Advent is Hope Sunday. I8 7 /] %0112 [ B& & B 55 — (&
ERXEFEERX,
We’'re going to look at the Hope God has promised us. Ff#5E R # @ 3 & 5 8408

A
== o



Everything about Advent points to God’s promised Messiah, Jesus. B [&E& I — YN &R #5
[A) #4 P FE B O R ZE AR BN R

The season is full of preparation for, and anticipation of Jesus’ arrival. ;2B =817 im T ¥
BRER B R O ZE (B FNEA4F o

And, all of this is hope-filled! T2 —4], HEFTMmAE L !

So, | want to ask you a question. FT L., FAERIIR—ERIRE,

And | want you to let the first thing that comes to mind be your answer. % £ R %18
B R IRHEE,

What do you hope for? {RE9RD £ HFE 2

Maybe some of you thought... th ZF{RMA L AR A...
A new home — B R
A spouse E2{S
A boyfriend or girlfriend BRR R Z ARk
That new job AB{E #r L 1F
To get into the perfect college # A —FTSEERIKE
The year-end bonus you're counting on {RIE LR FERESL

We've all been there, right? The place where hope just seems to evaporate. &8 & &k, &t
g ? MELIFHAMA,
If that’s you and you’re in this room or watching online, 30 38 2 {R i B {R7E:E EE M
HIREBEF,
| want to reassure you. God has hope for you, B8 B R 0D . HEIREFE,
even when you don’t have it for yourself. BME{RBE 2% F

Or, maybe it's not that bad for you. 2(%#&, thEF8EHIRAKER ML HIBEFE,
You just feel “blah” {R R 2B 15 B 1]

You’re not hopeless, {Rii JE4ELE,
but you're not hope-filled, either. {(BRth R FTEHFH L,

STORY: Malaise, sitting in that pew, volunteered for B4Kids. First teaching bombed...did not
fully recognize what God was doing at the moment, but it was the beginning of a significant call
to ministry.

B Malaise LTEMRRF L, B B4Kids HETL, BMNMNHRBRNT ... BEFL2ETLEHE
BmEMAE, BERHEINEXRTEMEL,

So, why didn’t | recognize what God was doing at first all those years ago? A EE, &HEEEES
FHTE— R AR B ML EE ?
Why didn’t | see his hopes for me? &+ EX 2 E BB EMFE ?



Because our hopes and expectations always overlap and intermingle. & &3 a0 & LML
=EEMESM,

When | began to respond to what God was doing, & 3 Bl 1R [2] F& # 77 i B 55 B,

| immediately developed expectations. & BIEA T HE,

You do that, too. We all do. {R& S # . KR EN S E .

Hope is born in our hearts, and its children become our expectations! & L2 E KM D PHE, F
ZHZFRAE MBI ERED !
That's not a bad thing. 58 A2 —#1EE,

God has made us in his image. #iZ B #bA 2 R B&E T FH M.

Creativity, imagination, the ability to envision a good future... Bli& 7. &, REXRKH
BES...

All of those are part of how God made us. Fi & 2L &8 2 HAE MR —ER 5,

However, unmet expectations can become a “hope deferred.” 2R, Rim AL IREE LA

%L,

Consider how Proverbs treats this:
BRRE BN EEEE R ER

Proverbs 13:12

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.
®E 13:12

FEMEEFEADER, BEEMERANZ £ 2H,

Jesus understands that when our hopes dashed, BRERBA B & 3 M A0 7 2 B B,
when our expectations go unmet, & H MO HA L2 B HM B HF,
it breaks our hearts. B :ZH DB,

And, he is not unsympathetic. B, i R 22 B REF D,
But, he also doesn’t want to leave us in a puddle of ugly crying. 1B 2, fthth <48 3£ 3 M4 &
ABRPRAY SR,
He wants something better for us, fth 8 Z#AF M EIFHI R,
which is why there’s a second half of this proverb:

EMRANTEREMEBEMERIYE:
...but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. ......{BE;BE LM BRM L2 #t,

When our deepest longings are fulfilled, when our hopes are realized, E#& I &RFEHNBEFEiR
B BEEMNFERLUER,
it's like we're eating from the Tree of Life! FiE M IEE £t RF—41 !
Do you hear an echo here? {REEZ|SEEHEFE ?



This proverb is not just about us getting what we want. ;E fA)EE M EE 2 EHM
BEEMEZMEAE,

There is a callback to Genesis and the Tree of Life in the Garden, & —{& ¥} &l t#
SCANTE R &y 2 B[ E,

God still wants that for us, to eat from the TREE OF LIFE! f{h%X % £ K Maenz &
it LR R F !

Listen to Revelation 22. FEEERUGR % 22 =,

Revelation 22:1-5

And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God
and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life,
bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name
will be on their foreheads. And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of
the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illuminate them; and they
will reign forever and ever.

RREk1 22:1-5

REXERBEERAEGE S P —EE /KA, BAZIKS, MERRFEMNTERLE, ERX
BERLEERN, G+ _MHa/RF BEABERTF WENMTFHAESLSAR, LEBEER
Ho AWEEMANERFZENTE, AN BEGSM, hWERMAE, IR FBEE MR
. TEERER MMNEFRALTE. B, RAET@mELEMI). MNERE, BRIXKKIZEZ.

Our longings, our deepest desires for belonging, love, beauty, and purpose —
BMMEE, RMEEER. B, XEMNEENRRYINEE—
they’re all designed to bring us into contact with God AND his long-term plans.
EMEE A T ER M E MR RS SRR M,

He wants to live with us.fth 28 f0F M{EE—E.
He wants to share his work with us.{th 28 Ed 3 M 5 =t B9 T £,

Jesus cares about our happiness, but he cares more about drawing us into his goodness. BB fix
FDH MR, BEHEROKSIZMEARMRE,
Why? Because he knows that the goodness of himself —
ANE?RAMMEECHER—
the goodness of his Kingdom will fulfill MORE than we could hope for. #t
FTEMBEEKRERILBEMAMFEMNESHE,
He knows that restoring goodness to Creation and renewing its promise #%05&
IREEYH RE I B HEST
INCLUDES things like joy, contentment, peace, and, yes, hope. & & &
KRR TR ERERFEL,



AND, if we don’t get that the cure for dashed hopes is real hope, T E., t1 R EMABHEAES
EWRHAEMEEEMNRE,
we can drown in a sea of umet expectations.

B gRRERREHHALE 2P,

STORY: Serving in Engage and Reunion, disillusioned couples
ME ATERMER DR, BB X IR

(starting in Jan - contact Debi Mills)

(1t — ARt - Bi#& Debi Mills)

The colossal truth Jesus is recreating everything B KHJEIRIRERIEE EFHRIE— 1]
because of a promise that runs from Genesis to Revelation &l & 1 8l t# 52 2| BUR 8% 80—
1E &S
must become the ground of our hope. %28/ A& MFH ERIERE,
It is meant to shape our expectations. © £ 8 &K MAUHIE,

Let's dig into that more with Matthew’s Gospel as our guide. EZEHMLUEXRET AEE, £—F
FEAREE—

Please go to chapter two.

BEIECE,

MVMNT 1: HOPE PROMISED % —: FEEFHIER EE

God always promises real, actual hope. fH{2 2FEF EIEH)., BEMFE,
He’s very clear about this. #i7£58 —Bh L IEHFE.
In fact, it's coded into the first verse of Matthew’s Gospel.
EE L EHREHBIBERETHE —EK

Matthew 1:1

This is the genealogy (the genesis) of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham.
EABETRHIUAEMNES XENFR(BEFREEXHBERFTE)
, MR EBHRE:

Immediately, Matthew mentions two people: David and Abraham. B AIZZIIREI 7 M{E A : K&
MERALZE,
He's telling us that there is a connection between that arrival of Jesus B 5k 3 9 BR £ 84
FkcEHFEEHE
AND the promises God made by to King David and the Patriarch Abrahem Ll &
ME X EMEREBULFEAES

We’re met to see that Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel's PROMISED HOPE —
BMERERATERMMRER T LUAIFESFHNAE—
The covenant commitments God spoke to Abraham and David.



R AR E R KB AT I MFERF B9,
Let’s look at the promises to Abraham:iZF M2k & & $ SR B HI E RIFESSF

Gen 12:1-4 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you.

I will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will
be a blessing...and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him...

BItHET12:74 THRFRIEHTHER - MEEMALAM . XK. RXR, FEME
TRt E 2K LU As KB, BLBBRBM, WIRMWA AKX, R
ZUAMAGR.IAMHBEN, LG EE; BRAMPG, T HFRAM,
M EMNEEBERAMSEIECHEARBETRMMEMNMMRET  ESHLIA
Rl =, B HEEHBREMNREEE TR RE,

Later, when Abraham is really discouraged, # 7k, & i {H I B £ R0 B E I FE,
God invites him outside, f##EEMH &,
says, Look at the night sky,” and promises him: 3%, EE®&ZE, 1 A{h{FEE:

Genesis 15:5
“..count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring

be BRIt R 165N B2HEMERNE R-MAXEE, BRERE, EHFBE
RE? XEHMR FHRERFEZHL,

And to David: B ¥t K&

2 Samuel 7:12-13
“..1 will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and | will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom

forever.” {f Bt H 58 T 7:12-13 12 fR &= S im & . B2 R 51| 18 [ BE 89 B %, T & 4R
MEEEEMMNAL UL EBEEMRMNBE BTN BRE2ERT R B
BEMMABEAGC, BEE KE.

These are the promises that fueled the hope and expectations of God’s people.;& L FEEFH % T

AFRMMEMIEL,

But there’s a problem that arises almost immediately in Matthew’s story about Jesus. 1B 7 B X
BRI E PR FIEIHIR T —ERRE,
Because of their hope — because of their faith — in God’s promises, Bl 2 fth {] ¥ 8 i) &
FlanERE —EAMRMBED,



the Israelites had expectations of God’'s Messiah. LA 5| A %t 8 A58 E BB  HF HA S,

The Chosen One would drive out the evil oppressors, defeating Rome decisively.
REEFEERMENREE, REEHMEBRAES,

Israel would be free, never again subject to another imperial power. UL & 51| #5 %
FEH TEXHFRA—EFREE AN,

Messiah would usher in a New Age filled with peace and prosperity, 2 &8 %30
IR — B 7T i F0 T B FE AR RO FT B 4K,

leading Israel back to its vocation as a kingdom of priests % %8 LA €& 51 [5] EI]
KA EBERESR

and a light to the world.

MR 2k

MVMNT 2: HOPE DISGUISED {&ZEpy & £

This is an important point because our expectations shape how we respond to the unexpected.

ERREZN—EL, RARMMBERE TRMNETEREEINMESR,

And Matthew’s Gospel makes two things very clear.
Jesus was recognizable as God’s King, the promised Messiah.
Many people missed the unexpected ways in which Jesus fulfilled that promise.

EXEEEEBRMEATML4E.
R N EE R X, BNFESFROTEE D,
AR THRAUEERINNARAER T EHE.

In telling Jesus story, Matthew rhymes it with Israel’s story: B AK7E:E b ERERAVER RS, B LI
FlpEEHEE

Israel Jesus

Abraham was thrust into the Land as a lone Jesus was born into the Land as the lone
pioneer to a mixed reception. sovereign to a mixed reception, at once
worshipful and murderous.

Sent into Egypt to escape a deadly famine. Sent into Egypt to escape a deadly plot.

Called out of Egypt into their vocation as a Called out of Egypt into his vocation as
Kingdom of Priests, a light to the nations. Priest, Prophet, and King to lead the nations
into Israel’s vocation.




Entered into their calling as God’s passing
through the Jordan River.

Entered his vocation passing through baptism
in the Jordan.

Wandered the wilderness for 40 years
struggling with sin and evil.

Wandered the wilderness for 40 days winning
a decisive victory over the Evil One.

Received the Law from God’s Prophet on a
mountainside.

Reframed the Law as God’s Chosen Prophet
from a mountainside.

Confronted the demonic evil of explicit
idolatry.

LIS

Defeated the demonic evil of implicit idolatry.

1§53

SRR FEE AR STERBHEAE F it
BRI BCDARET—.

RERRFEEER L E, FAK—MEE,
ZETRRZA—MEL, BRRFXHE,

ORI IR B SRt B an O BT

BRI IR B R BB A IR

WAMMBRIRE, KIERE S ZEAED,

i BRI R, EERR. EMMEE,
HiEm REITURSIRIE,

SEEBN AR, BFREA Tt
®A.

B #Y B i A R SR

AR TR T B+4, BEZMMEEM

AFREFHIRTAOR, REBREBHTER.

I E e R BEREZ TEIE,

WLERSREAERE R AMPTEN L,

HHABEMBREFNERRE.

BRTEESNBEEEFNERRE.

Matthew wants us to see in every way that Jesus is faithfully fulfilling Israel’s vocation. & K& £
BMREFEEIBREEREHETURIIMER.
He is God’s Chosen One. #1 2 #AIER,
Where Isreal’s attempts are a checkerboard of faith and failure, LA 5|0 E X 215 (ML
K AR AR,
Jesus is determined to be faithful. BRERRIDE B,
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Well, Jesus often failed to meet their expectations. 18, BR&RE & % im E IR0 HAEE,
He had a reputation for keeping bad company with “tax collectors and sinners.” {t & £
“REMIEANIEXME S
He played fast and loose with the religious leaders’ Sabbath regulations. fth ¥ 52 25 58 41
MZEBARELELM,
He sparred openly with the most repected religious leaders of his day, th £ & B & 2 B 4
HIRB A ARSI,

often publically humiliating them. $&& 2\ B2 E4th 9,

He did and said things that only God would say or do, it T .38 T R MY ERBMIUEE,
He forgave sins, for example {530, ik 6t T 58
BUT he also behaved in ways the Israelites were convinced God never would. {E {1 #4947
AAKXHEURS AEEHKETEERM.
| believe so many Israelites missed the arrival of their Messiah F4B{E1R £ LI HI A 18 T iR
ERHEIR
because they had made an idol of their expectations. K A th {1 2 &R B E S HIE

BEETREB

When Jesus showed up differently than they expected, & HRERAOREIR B th M FEA
Gil:c3

it was almost as if the Hope of Israel wore a disguise. FLIFE LI I F L L T4
%,

God didn’t fashion the disguise. f8;2 B % 5HALE,
It was created by their unmet expectations. ' =& H itk im B FIHAE BI M,
Expectations that had become idols. #1£ B A8,

Making idols of our expectations prevente us form recognizing a God ¥ & H MEAZ BB S
RH LE 3 7 52 54k e
who offers us hope in an unexpected way. i AE B AR EM A RXFREMF L,
These idols refuse to let go of their preconceived expectations 35 L8 &5 48 1
ZEfMEABTHEAE
They put God in a box that feels substantial, but is tissue-thin. {tt{f] 8 8 il £ —
BEEFE RBRERE, BAEE,

Idols — whatever they might be made of — and God’s goodness can’t share the same space.
BE—EREMEHRTERRHN—IANREFELXZR—EZERM,

One will always crowd out the other. —{B AKEZEHER—E A,

The trick is recognizing God’s goodness when it shows up in unexpected ways. R 2% &

EMMREUESETINAXERRE, HEHIE.

STORY: Tyson’s Shot of Encouragement; dad’s cancer, Dude Perfect, Unicylce “nothing but net”
on the FIRST shot!!!



Please prep this clip :-) Maybe hop out at 1:56
O WORLD’S HIGHEST SHOT OF ENCOURAGEMENT—FROM A UNICYCLE!

Eﬂ$'ﬁﬁﬂﬁ*ﬁlﬁhﬁﬁéﬁ; EEMEE, STRMEK BRE RRTEMEL! ! !
RIS R A ) thEF g TE 1:56
EJEHjﬁﬁJ: e B R — R E LTk !

What Tyson didn’t share on that video is this: RFEEZEZFPEENEZNZ:
His first choice of doing the shot on Nike’s campus didn’t pan out. {th & ¥ 4Z 7 it 52 &
EHEITIRENBEL R BRI,

Tyson works for Nike and initially recieved permission to shoot the video on campus. %%

HAMETE RYOESERERES N,

But when some senior execs heard about it, they shut it down over liabilty concerns. 1B

E-LERIERRILER MMARNEEMENRX .

| never once saw Tyson lose hope. Tt R R BRHFAEFE

He saw the unexpected developments as God’s hand at work. i }i§E L BB R RIS
EERRAMZF,

He followed as God led, fth ER & # A H5 42
letting go of his expectations, I ZE £ hAHEALE,
Inviting others into the same attitude. 8 Z5 Eth A th iR EX R #ROREE

I'll never forget him texting me the night he posted that first video. K ZA E = icth A E
B AR LFGFBRRIE,
As the views racked up into the 1000’s, he wrote, E#1E REIZME] 1000 KB, #hE
B
“This is way more people than are in my hometown in Alaska!” “3& kbt 3 R 88T i

HmMPASES !

In the end, God didn’t just meet Tyson’s expectations. Fx#&, HATEERE T RHVIRAE
He far exceeded them. fhi= =@ T i1,
God does that. Jesus does that for those who could let go of their preconceptions, 8k
BEEMM, BRERAINLEESMER R ASERM,
and let God be the free unpredictable but always good and loving God that he is. 32 %
ABH. FAAEA BKZERE. ZEMM,

Tyson has a saying: ZRFxH —AIZE:
Pursue God. Go Big. Palms Up. 183K f#, iRk, FEM L,
That last part, “palms up” is from a Bob Goff book, Love Does. & —&8H T F £ M £ |
REMB-XRHE(EZ),


https://youtu.be/jVFQW91QlNA?feature=shared

It epitomizes an open-handed refusal to idolize our expectations, Ef&IR 7 — &R
BB, EREFHMEIE,
And make room for God be the free and unpredictable, ifi & #BEHZE/, .2/
A B BT AFERIM,
but always good and loving God that he is {E#1IE IR 2 B EHEE /)4

Fortunately, many Israelties were like Tyson. Many PEOPLE still are. =880, S5 LB 5IA
EHERF . S AAMLE,

They recognized their God when he shows up. & A0 #H HIREE, MEEE T i,
One of them was Joseph, Mary’s husband. Ef 2z —Z2EEMXKHE,

MVMNT 3: HOPE EMBRACED #£#a k3 £

When Joseph found out about Mary’s unexpected pregnancy, he had expectations. & #1217
BRAEENMEZMER, A MAAF/EE,

He expected that she had been with another man. #7848 #th 2 B Bl f9 B A FE— 2,

He expected that the right thing to do was to quietly end their engagement.{th 78 18 54 %1 #4
£ IR A FE Rt PRI BE K0,

And, he probably anticipated a very different life with a different wife. {th 18 7] G 78 18 #5 ER
— TR EMEFBT—KEE,

He did not expected how God would intervene. fth ;& % 7848 2 #8 & 0 {a] 78,
Matthew shares a story about that: K59 E T & EHE:

Matthew 1:20-24

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife.

E K& F 1:20-24

WVERZSEETNHR, FXTMNEEFRAMSPER, - KENFRUE, T E
H!' AERAMMWEFENTR, AT ENEZERREZTRN,

I ELE —ERF, MEKMELAURHR N EHEECHNEURESE
B K

RE—VHWNERAREERTELMFTRNEG,



23%5%:%%5?1‘%&&%;)\%ﬁiﬁﬂﬂ‘]%%u%ﬁ@ﬂ (LERFEBERRZ
M E M EE
24T ET, E_X MEZEIHREMHDMIEE F 2B K,

See, Joseph was a good, godly Jew. &, 1B 2 — LB EHMIBARAN,

He knew how Messiah was supposed to show up: {41 EHEE S HIE,

A warrior king on a horse with a sword in his hand .— I B#E 3 L. FEEEQIMNSHTE
x,

More importantly, he knew the God who would send Messiah. EEEZ# 2, #thiR & IBLLIFIRE T
ETMM,

STORY: Briana/my haircut: “You sound like my dad, but you don’t look like my dad!” # % : i3k
Bl/FAMER  RIEERGHKES, BMEERTGREES 7

When we know someone, when we know God as Joseph did: & H MR E A, EHEMEHE
BRERE -

We know their voice. 1B IR E S,

We trust their word. ¥ M+815 M #IEE.

we have confidence in their character. ¥ b {f i R& FMIE D

Jesus came as he did to be the promised hope for those who weren’t even looking for it. BR k84
Bk, AMLEEZFSRKMATRTHRE,
Like Mary and Joseph and all of the people FHE EFITEFMZ R UK E A —1
who had to lay aside their expectations so they could see him. {28 T EA L
[FERR T 6 R Eh,
Like you and me. FLIBIRFIHE — 4.

So, what do we do short of an angelic visitation from Gabriel? BREE, #0158 ;Z2HME F| X FE A% A&
., B EERE ?
How do we navigate the rocky shoals of unmet expectations and hope in disguise? 1

MEAERERMBLENER TN ERZE DT ?

How can we respond to REAL hope and avoid the idolatry of our expectations? FME & F ge[El
FEEEMIMERERHEMALNEERFE?

1. Know (yada) the REAL promises 2 (yada) E IF FIFESF
through a life saturated in Scripture (Peterson quote?) i@ i& 7t im = A& EE B I A dn
(B&E&H51A?)

Live your story within God’s. Sanctify your circumstances through prayer
and the word of God. Joseph believed Gabriel because his life was saturated
with Scripture and prayer, which in turn transformed his perspective concerning



his experiences. £ I 5 R H RIS E, BRIESMHNEEEELIRIE
B, HSMEEMRS, RaftEREERIEERm ERAKRIHE T thE K E
HIER S o

Mention Advent reading plans - QR code in newspaper. 12 % [3EG &i R BT 21 - $R

it 202

“With man THIS is impossible but with God all things are possible.” “ 7£ A & &
TR, EHLEHMEE.

Know (yada) the God who promises: 32:; (yada) #A & 3 #4 #
“It's not what you know.” It's who you know, “~ 2 RENE T EE”, T = REREs .
so get to know the author, and you will find hope in the knowing. Ffr LAZK 52

SRS, IREERBPHIINE,

Hebrews 10:23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
18 & & 10:23
VHEBRFEMMAIVNEE TZEY BATEHFEMAMWEEE
o

What'’s the one who promises like? —> Jesus! #AFEF FOFR AL 2 EARHY 2 =) BRER

Know (yada) that true hope is bound up with faith: 23 (yada) B2 {5 D Z AR AT HHE
IEHIEREE

so you can hold tight to hope and carry expectations loosely. Bt LAR ] LLZE EE 1
I E MERNTHZ IREAR

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-13
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we
do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For
he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear
children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.



13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that
they were foreigners and strangers on earth.

B’ E 11:1-2
NMERETELCENEE BEREZCENERE.
CEAESRBEBTEHFMERE.

fi 10 & & 11:8-13

SEHNFERERGE ZFEMNREREGEHE ERRXREGATHABA X
CHEMRER, EFAMEREE,

IMRZFRE MAFMEFCHMAET, FHEEEHREEERM, EZXNR K —
BrEFa L. S — K.

NMEAMFERDEERENE, MEAFREEFTEEN.

MEZFE ERLBC, RXABTEEWRHK, EREZ, B AR
EFF b 2 AIE 89,

RAURE—EHHREEMARELEFR, URXLHWERERZ, B
BHDBERER,

BELABEHEZELOREN TR2ASEFEHFM . ARERER, B
BEIER XARBCHEHLERER, BRHEREM,

Amen and amen. BP9, FATFS,

We’'re going to take a few minutes to respond the how the Spirit may be moving in your hearts.

Fo P9 7E L 5 i) 2 [0] FE B2 = 72 AR P9 0 R BB A

While the worship team leads us, & & 75 B Bk 45 58 3 798,
Let this hymn to God’s nature sink deep into you. %32 & & £ M AR 2 MEEFEFE T
HEAREIDE,
You may even want to hold you palms up with your hands open. & & = AJ e 18 REHEF,
FibmkE,
And, if you don’t yet follow the God who is revealed in Jesus, T B, MR {RiE;2 B REEE
R K BT R A 8,
you can begin that new life today. 4 XAREL AT LARRIRFT RO ER T o
You can say to Jesus, ‘I believe you are God’s Messiah. {Ra] LA ¥t ERERER : [ F 48
ER2HMRER,
That you gave yourself on the Cross to cleanse me {RE+F 2L LEH TEHZ XK

BB
That you rose again to new life that you want to share with me.{R & & 18 ;& ifi 18 B
BREHIED,

| turn from going my own way to follow you. Make me your own. B FABE B K
%, MERFEIR, EHERARE DK,



Response [A]f&

Invitation to know real hope; God and his promises in Jesus 855 T2 E IF HIRREE ; 8
FNHOTE BRER 42 A FE RS

Reflection song: Verse that includes “hope” from Nature & B FrEh: & &% B K H AR
2 IKEF A

Benediction: May the God who is himself hope fill your imagination with his sure and
trustworthy promises. May you be strengthened as you hold your hopes and dreams in
the one who loves you best, Jesus, the Messiah. And, may you celebrate this Advent
season with hope, in peace, full of joy, and embraced by God’s love. #iis : FER 2 B #,
RtEE R SMESTRRIMNESR. EMEFENSETTEREMUA—RBELER
e LE, BIRSEEINE, tH BETFERE. FX.MEMEE, THAMNERNZR
BEHUE B R R,

Elders/Prayer Team up front. & Z/4TiEE B ERTE

If you prayed to begin following Jesus, please come up and share that with one of them. N & #&
=5 BAIRIRBEERER, FLREHEP—(NRENE,

Music and goodies in the Commons. Stay and hang out! A EISMHELMNER., B TERXHR !

Merry Christmas. You're dismissed. We love you. See you next week! EESEEfi R4, HMIZ(R,
THEER !




