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NTRO: IDENTITY + PURPOSE
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STORY/ILLUS: Phia, playing/talking during a recent Maui trip
“Princess Lorena Couraga Phia with a happy warrior yell”
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Where does a sense of identity like that come from?
For Phia it's from her family, her imagination,...
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For us, it can be more complicated.
Identity is a huge issue today.
We have identity politics...
...support groups for distinct identities...
...and the fracturing of a civil society driven by “isms”
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There are so many influences coming at us from everywhere all at once.
BEESHEZERFEME/\AEREM.

They want to shape our response to questions like:
“Who am 1?”

“‘How do | understand myself?”

“Why am | even here?”

“Am | valued?”

“Do | belong?”

“What am | supposed to do with my life?”
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STORYI/ILLUS: A few years ago, one of our Foursquare leaders was earning his doctorate.
WMEAGE EERT, FKMA9—L Foursquare BB & IFE EG1E T 841,

He was studying leadership among senior pastors of large churches.
fthIE AR R B L E T EREMIEE N,

Part of his research asked pastors from a national pool to identify themselves in one word. He
got a ton of responses like...
fthEI AR D AR ER EBEM M A —EFRERFABCHE 7, i3 T KERE S, Hl0...

Leader

Chief Executive
Visionary
Futurist
Change Agent
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AT

FER
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However, only one pastor responded this way, “Shepherd.”
This pastor made a statement about his identity and purpose.



And for him, they came together in a single word: shepherd.
A, RE—MHEREREE, MEFEANL
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That'’s true for most of us, isn’t it?

Identity and purpose reinforce one another.
HEMRSHARRAMZ ML, T2H?
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I’'m a pastor

Maybe, you're a teacher
Or, a student

An athlete

An artist

A doctor
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A mom, a dad, or grandparent
A son or a daughter

A single parent
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A survivor
A criminal
An addict
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These labels can be powerful identity-shapers.
EERBULURABRKOSNEES,

And, more often than not, we get them from others.
mE, Z&MEERINABEFIEM.

“You're the smart one.”



“You’re the good-looking one.”

“You have talent.”

“You’re not a good fit for this.”

“Why can’t you be more like your brother...or your sister...or whoever?”
‘IR 2 RIRBARIARME ., 7
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We're surrounded by “mirrors.” BB #H 2 #EF 1.

Those mirrors are other people, who reflect back to us who we are JELEEEF 2 H i A, R
ST E M2,

And why we're here. A R B M & EEEE,

Identity and purpose. & {3 %1 B #,

But, these reflections can feel like an oversimplification to most of us.

They can reduce complex and beautiful human beings to a phrase...or a word.

BE, HEMRXSHBARR, SLEBEAMREENBHEILLT . T LUGEHMEENANEELLS
—{E%E:E..... —EEF,

Fortunately, God doesn’t see us that way.

And, Ephesians makes us a counteroffer.

FEMNE, LFAEFAEXRFHEM. MA, LIHBAEREMRL TEE.
MOVEMENT 1: GOD’S BEEN BUSY #){f—: LFHF—ERIC

Let's turn to our text: Ephesians 1:3-14 ZEH MK E R : LIFERTE 1:3-14

As we read this, you’ll see periods, commas, and even paragraph divisions

ERMEEBEAXE, BEFINAWRE. 25 EEREI R
But, originally, it's one long sentence B2, &%k, g2 —EREMNAF,

The passage tumbles out of Paul like a waterfall cascading over a cliff, drenching a plain
work-a-day world in glittering highlights ;S EXSE{ERFE & LIEEM T, SAERMEBRE LEEM
T, AR TR FER T IR AT EL

He pours this praise over the ordinariness of life, even his life in prison, transforming it in the
process...to the praise of God’s glory. ¥ LB A4 E, EE B MEEIREMAEIE T TETEE
x Wt ERRPRE T ERE. L UEX ETHERE,



This passage is both the Hubble telescope of the New Testament and a microscope for the
heart. E RIEXBIZ#H MG HERE, b2 DBEAEBERE.

It shows us the huge panorama of God’s cosmic plan.

And it finds its way into the tiniest aching cracks of our souls.

Seams chiseled there by the pain of our past.

As | read this unique passage, please let the language wash over and soak into you.
Let’'s not miss this opportunity to let the Holy Spirit minister God’s Word to us.
EREMARRT LHFFHABMWERE R,

EEEAXMERTBIEBERIE,
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EREERBEMERER, BEESHREZEIREAD,
ERMTEHEGESEEEERMMESELRMIEE,

Ephesians 1:3-14

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for
adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into
effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth
under Christ. In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were
the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were
included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God'’s possession—to the
praise of his glory.
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Paul begins and ends this with “praise.”{&# LA $& 3£ |BRIRFIEE R,



The word “praise” is often translated as “blessing” or “blessed,” which means to speak well of,
especially in an official way like a eulogy. The word literally means “eulogy.”

So, we could read the opening more like this...“s& & —AEEHBEANE REE, EEARE
MIFEE, AHZRUEAFEAAX, EEFHNFEEEZ M=,

ATLL, A el LUEARIEEAEE. ..

“Speak well of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, who has spoken well of us in
the heavenly realms with every utterance of favor and goodwill in The Messiah.” %8 & 1M ¥ H}
AREDM LTINS thWEX LARETNE—ERENEEMGEERBELZM, ”

Have you ever considered that God speaks well of you? That your name is safe in His mouth?

RARBEBHEIRRIFE ? MULFEMOPIRENE?

Listen to what He says about you if you belong to Jesus. 31 R {RE ERER, & 5= ith ¥ /R AV ET
&,

This is a deep wellspring of identity:3& & & 7 HIEE RIR :

e Youare chosen How many of you often feel left out?{R 2 IR MRPIEFEZ VAR
B REIW A%

e You are holy, and included in all good things, present and future{R 22288, AEERAE
IR EERFEYH

e We're redeemed, forgiven, and blameless; the language of redemption is the language
of the pawnshop. It cost God something dear to speak well of you. F M # B . HEA.
|mOfEi BN ESMREMNES, LFTATRIMMNIFEMAE TESHRE.

e YOU ARE LOVED - deeply, passionately + before all things “predestined”{R 1§ & & ——
FRR. BVEM+E—UINETE 1280
You are pleasing to God{R = 8 Ff = 12 #%
We're united as God’s family in His Kingdom. You BELONG!# £ & £ F R AEHAY
B EEEET —E, MERTHERE !

e You are rich in God’s grace that has been “lavished” on you {R#EH 2= 8 L MR
bt

e You possesses a guaranteed inheritance, and the guarantee is God’s own Spirit{R &
FREMERE MRENSHECHNE

e YOU. Are. The praise of His glory {R 2, & IEaTEE

This is active. This is ALIVE. 58 ;&% #, E2EEM,

This is stuff God has done and is doing for us.;& 2 # B & A KM S 1E, i B 1IF7E A5
HIEE

It reshapes everything in our lives!'EE# 7 HM4&EFHr—1] !



Do you think about yourself this way?{R 22 EF B S HE ?

Do you see your identity and purpose in this “mirror,” this text?{REEE$EF 1. ERXFHEE
RS 2B g 2

Do you see the enormous, beautiful space God’s created for you to live within?{R & ZI| £ 75 &R
B EMEXMEBMBEZERTE?

Do you see the Garden where you were meant to find hope, be healed, and set free to flourish?
REREEI T REZMIXIAFEL, FIEEL B HMENRRIOER?

Yun

God does. He sees all of that for you. And it's real. & 3| T, thARES T AESL, E2EE
#,

What He's spoken over you is not flattery. i $H{RETERIAR 2 & T 5H8F4R,

It's the truth. SE R FE,

The question isn’'t: Does God feel this way? Has He made the impossible possible? fEREF =2 :
A ERERIE ? B ERRIRER & AT RENE 2
The question is: Will you believe it? 82 : {REHEME 2

Will you embrace it? R E#EZEEEESE?
Not in the abstract, but personally and passionately. 7~ 2% #, 2@ AKIFIEIEM,

MOVEMENT 2: MIRRORS + VESSELS

Ephesians 1:12
...in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his
glory Wi M X EREMEE XA EEBEENMENAN ATUREBE.,

This is the crux of everything we’ve talked about so far. 5& & 2| B 8l & 1£ 3 M Fr 51 5w A0 — U RO B
B,

Everything in the first 11 verses leads to: “in order that we...might be for the praise of His glory.”
B 11 Eih e —UNER S M ... FEtpRIERERE.”

So that we might, “...be for speaking well of His glory.” ;2 #&H ML AT LAT .. B SBRA05EHE ),
That’s our response to all God has done. ;& 7t 2 A& AT — VI E E,

That's what He’s inviting us into through Jesus. 3& it 2 #0:3 18 BR i 335 55 B M E A 8,

Paul puts this in Romans: (REEEFEEHERSR

Romans 12:1 B ZE12:1

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. AT L1 3 &
M BELAMWBEBRMEEEMLEEEISE BELZEWN 2@ E RN, (K

MumkEHE DE2EMRMEARAN,



He’s telling us this: “in order that we...might be for the praise of His glory,” we should become
living expressions of worship. fth& R “& T EHM.. AT LUEEMMEE", HMEZB AR
FEREEERNRE,

In Paul’s mind, that’s what a sacrifice was. It was worship. ZEfRFEE K, ST 2. ER2HE,

But stop and think about this. {B{& T #&8—48,

Paul's a good Jew. 1R #& 2 & 173K A,

He’s been in the Temple during the festivals. &i B #A s {th &1 7€ E2 B 42,

He knows sacrifices don’t survive. They don’t go on living. They die. fh&0&E 4544 2 R IEE/,
M ERELEE, HM3ET.

But in Romans, Paul is saying, there’s a new way to worship. BB EEEE R R, H—EHM
WEAH,
You can be a living sacrifice. Giving yourself wholly to God, as those animals did. {R 7] LAk & &
R, BRLEEHY—&% HECTEEERB LT,
But instead of it ending in death. It's full of LIFE! (BEE M ZHAURTEHR, EFRM T LR !
Your life can be an ongoing, lively, winsome expression of worship... {REJ&EERILIE —FEFFE
B TEBR . RANBIFRE. .

..of utter devotion to God that speaks well of His glory. ...... HEFHTEER, TH BB

HN )j[!!

And, that is the only reasonable response, given all that God has done in Christ. 2 # 7 ZE &
T — 1Y), ERH —SEMEE,
Listen to what comes immediately before Romans 12:1 BEEEEEE 1211 ZRINAE

Romans 11:33-36
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”
“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.
M3BEHX MEEHE E M E, by FI B a] E 2R, ith /Y Bt B85 0] H 2 S
11:34 3 ® & £ 890, 5 1F 1B fth g9 3E T 0,
M3bER BT, Fih R KEZERE,
MBEAABFBEANRNMEGEEMERNBERERGML EINKE, FM.



Here the echoes? Ephesians, Job, Psalms, Isaiah. ;&8 & BEME 2 LFHERE, HEKE. FE. U
ERE,

This is a beautiful summary prayer, not unlike Ephesians 1. ;2 R —EEEMNEEMEES, HLF
g 1 EXRRE,

Paul writes in circles, constantly revisiting and expanding on his themes. {R B = 1F, T b
EfERERMMERE,

It's like driving a car around an exit ramp in a parking garage. ;S i@ EEISMH O K E L
ERRE—#

You keep seeing the same things but from a different perspective. R 2 AR RBH A EEFZIE
KEETE,

Living our lives as redeemed worshippers, as living sacrifices is a worthy calling. ¥F 2 # % & a0
WEE FAERARMNEERE—EREENTE

You, we are worthy to embrace a life like that because of Jesus Christ. {R, K&HBEREE, M
EFHEAERMERE,

We are worthy to worship (axios) the One who is worthy of worship F B S FF (axios) EFH
FERIA—L.

Challenge: #k&k:

Gen Z (love the highschoolers, all in) Z tf X (BvZ 54, £ L)

Millenials (only ones coming back to church despite the stressors) Figt X (RELREFE
HBERIHEHAN)

Boomers (Let's talk...) 82 52 14 (F M2 3% 3% .

MOVEMENT 3: SO, HOW DO WE DO THIS? £ =, HKM/EEM

In the first 14 verse of Ephesians, Jesus is referenced no fewer than 15 times. £ { LA5B T & ) &Il
14 girp, BRERRIR R AL 15 R,

11 of those mention are “in Christ” or “in Him.” £t 11 R EIMW 2T X EE |5 EHET ],

All of the blessings — our identity and purpose, the unity of all things remade in God’s Kingdom,
a life of living worship, the Holy Spirt’s pledge of a full inheritance — all of this is only offered to
us in Jesus. Pﬁ’ﬁﬂ’]*ﬂﬁ—?ﬂf“]ﬂ’]ﬁ SMEM. EANBEEFREEEMHNKE - EERFENE
E.ESHT S EAMRE & — V) ER R e TR ERER A BR G F M

So, what does it mean to be “in Jesus?” BBEE, &2 “7E BRER4E” IR ?
It's simple. (RESE,

Ludan
You say to Him, “Save me, I'm yours.” {RFN#h R, “fEH, L E2ENRIRH,”

STORY/ILLUS: Martin Luther and Johann von Staupitz (vicar of the Augustinian friars in
Germany) #E/fEE : F T BREMNBEHEHE K X (ERR G T &8 L/ 4%Eh)
Six hours confessing! 7<{&/NEFRIEESE !



We do not come into a hopeful, healing, freeing, and flourishing relationship with Jesus by
focusing on who we are without God. No, we simply turn to Him from despair, brokenness,
bondage, and say, “Save me, I'm yours.” IR FMEF IR A LFHEHE, BB ERIERE
J—EBRMAL.AE. BERNEENRAR. T EMRFREL. i, RighERth, RAERR:
R, HRIRAT.”

Ministry of reconciliation 1A% T E 22
Communion B2
Response song [B] FEFx i

Benediction #ii&

May you be a people who know that God speaks well of you. May you secure all the blessings
of God the Father through faith in His Son, Jesus the Messiah. And, May you be filled with the
Holy Spirit, the one who seals you and keeps you firmly in God’s love until the day you see
Jesus in all His fullness. Amen. FE{REL & X1 B #TEEIRIIAN . FRIEE G E A R 778 % 55 BRER
HIEMN, BEXX ELFHMESIE, 1, FBIREEERN EEGMER, EIREFMBEEMRN
T4, EIRERBSRAOESE, WM,

Don’t leave here without getting prayed forll!l FE ;2 BB EIisAE R TEERER !



