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Announcements A&

* + Alpha :: Begins February 16 Alphas®%28:: — H -/~ HBi 4

e + All Church Worship + Prayer Night :: this Tuesday @ 6:30. +% B4 &t FF+iEth: - &l
— M 16:30
¢ This will be an in-person-only time of worship and prayer. The whole family is
welcome. Come for a time of worship, prayer + connection. iz +2& — 1l {# i i

GRS S . B eX N2 M. REREOFE, Mg,

e + Lunar New Year :: February 3 + 6 between the services. +/& /& ¥4 B :: —H=HA/NH
HIRLFRE 2 1%

* Where Culture meets Christianity. 1k B35 2 25 M8

¢ Celebrate and learn with us as we gather together to celebrate the Chinese new

year. & JAMAE — & B BURT AR, JAM e BALEEE

Message 2

» Today we are to be looking at a passage from Mark chapter 2 4 K AMHE S AT #E 5 56 =1
B R .

e If you have your Bible, I'd like for you to turn there. WIRA/RA EEL, A B IREH RIS .

e As you’re turning, | want preface this by saying that this story that we are about to read is
another story in a long line of stories about Jesus, interacting with humanity, that we should
find shocking or at least, surprising. & VRE] 2GS A,  FRAR S0 A0S (8 FAM BRI F 58 10 W g2
HRER ) — R R i —(d, BT E), RIMEZTRIRE, a2 DRI,

* | think that’s a problem in Christianity. &% 418 /& 3B b it — 1 F RE .

¢ We have sterilized certain aspects of the Biblical narrative to the point that we’ve
lost any sense of how shocking or disrupting they should actually be. A" £l 4%
TERR TR R T, URRRMEZAZEMERR LEZEZELS NE

e See, | think we forget, Jesus entered a world that had an incredibly inaccurate
understanding of what God is REALLY like. /&M, HAEKRM S 7, BREREN
T SRR A B R 3 DL ELAS A MR R A
* A misunderstanding of how we relate to him, and he relates to us. $fFA TRl BIR, A1
FAM B BEAR A AT — (8 S8 5% 1 HE A



¢ And similar to the experience of God giving the Israelites a new understanding of
himself as they exited Egypt, he does it again through the person of Jesus. 5L f#
FE A B BB IR A IRr, SEARM S B O BT SRR RO AL, Al s @ BR R R T iE —
Bl

* These stories should rattle our cage. i L6 HiZF [ 5% a3 Fe A 1) [f] o AE 2RI I 1 28
 They should shake us. 1M JE:Z B FAM .

¢ Because JUST LIKE them, we have our own misconceptions that need confronting. X 4514

PRI —F, BTG B R i 5 2w

* Doesn’t matter how new you are to this, N E/RE HEH £ FHE,
* Does’t matter how long you’ve been around this, N & /RIEIE ik & R T £ A
 We need our understanding of ‘who God is’ challenged. A" ZHkEL <2
HET AR
e Freshened up. 98— ¥
* And we need our relationship with him renewed. & {F Bl 1 {1 B 12 75 22 50 3 .
* So we come to this story. Jit LLEAM 2K 3132 i # 5 .

e A skillfully told story with all sorts of surprises that | want to dive into and talk about. —{[# £
TR i, A A BARR AR AT 5

e Let's start reading in verse one. FERAM B IAFEIE BLAL L,

Mark 2:1-12
And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at
home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at
the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a
paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get near him because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let
down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these
things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or
to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins” —he said to the paralytic— 11 “l say to you, rise,
pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and
went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We
never saw anything like this!”

BrEE2:1-12
1 BTEHF, BRETUER. \ERMAERETE. 2 REFZAREEZEFTHIHRE
ZHER AR B MEE. 3 FABE AT RAREK, HENEABRE.
4 AR/ANZ, AEEE, MIEREFENET, FRTHEE, BFET, RIEETEmMERRE
THAETR. 5 BREAMPKEL, REETFR: “PDF, FORKT. ”
6 FEMECLAERE, LERR, A: 7T “EBEAMMIBEEERE? REBEKFT ! BTH



PAS, wEREHB(TENE? 7

8 HRfR-LrpAITEA M OEIEARER R, BE: “RMOBERHEERERE? ORBETR K
KT’ , B ER, EREBTITE , BRAEZR?

10 @;ﬁ;ﬂ%fﬁﬁﬂiﬁ, ATFER ERHRBRER. ” BT 11 “RMWIRER, EIREIE
_?E HE! ”»

12 MARER, MREERT, ERAHWHET . UBRAERT, BRBREM, R: “R
PR A RBERKF. ”

* “We have never seen anything like this!” “FAMHE 2R G HiEE R FHRE ! 7

* | love that line, because it captures the heart of this story. Tt &= g f), FHATIME T & M
HEHZ o

e We haven’t. &M% H HifE.

* WE have NEVER seen ANYTHING like this. AP/ AR A FiBEEERFE .

e This is so shocking. i& K4 NEE T .
¢ And it’s shocking in different ways to different people. . ¥t AFEFIAHKER, & AR
¢ In the same way that it might be shocking to different ones of US, in the room. #1[A]
AR AT e IR B AN [R] R Ak

* There are, essentially, three different groups of people in this story. 34 &, EEHFEHA =
BAFRIN

e The friends of the paralytic. #1111 &

e The readers of the story. = IqH %

e The leaders of the people. % Hh A )48

¢ And | want take a moment to talk about Each of these, because each of these tell us
something about ourselves and who God is. AL BRI ks — N —BEN. A
R —RANMRE N - A RAERME A SRS

* So let’s start with this first group. It LAGEIRAFIGE 5 — BEBH LA
e Let’s start with the friends of this paralyzed man. %3 AF7E3E 8k 1 109 A B 4G

e And let’s take a moment to imagine this. 3%/ 4% & e [ A8 — T .
¢ Because this alone, is so incredible, it should make anyone who has questions
about the authenticity of Jesus take a deeper look. [ Af#iE —25, miAA &
i, BMERZRE AR B HE AR I RE A B R NI — 2D R

e Jesus is teaching. H fik 7£ # ik
e Kind of like me, right now. 5t % ¥7E 1 3%,

e But he’s not in a church or auditorium {H i A~ 7F # € 5§ 1 5 .
e He’s in a house. it /& 7E— 1 55 [l #

e But imagine this. %% — FigH .

e Imagine...while I'm up here teaching, sawdust starts fall from the ceiling. . 4. & KB

B, AREHERAENR V& T AR



e But | press on. {HZRELRE T .
e | can work through distractions. & A& %1 i 157 T8 AR 4448 .

e But then, daylight starts to poke through. 1EFE1#, JG4RBHIAE K .
* And now EVERYONE is looking up. Fi7E&HE N #Hh i sE Ak
e So | pause. At LLER 15 T 3

¢ And then we all watch as a man gets LOWERED DOWN on a mat into the middle of
the room. ZR1% BAHSE 21— M8 NAEWT T EAE D5 7 [RIBE T 2R

e THAT is what just happened. iz 5t 2 il [l 5% 4 fl 3 1% .

¢ By the way...No one has ever wanted to hear one of my sermons so much that they EVER
did this...as far as | know, Jesus is the only one this has ever happened to. JE{fz—%]...
PR A NI AR FEIR A IE , DA AR B S A .o R I B R, HR RS M —
SEABIEMHIRA .

* But now, | want you to think about this. {H & HiE, RALERFEE—F.

¢ They did this because the man is paralyzed and Jesus has a reputation for healing
paralyzed people. Ath{"3E 2 o PR 29S8 N\ 21, 1 HR K LA B VA E 1 1 44 .
e That was KNOWN. ig J2& & ft B %0 1)

¢ So these guys, being the good friends that they are, grab their buddy and go to GREAT
lengths to see him healed. FrLLgE4e N, ORI AN, IEAMMEIKLE, AEER 1H
B P bl B A
e They cut a hole; fl/%] 7 fi Jf
* In someone else’s roof. {E 7 A\ ZK )2 TH
e And lowered him down. A&~ 2.

e But then, | want you to see this, then Jesus walks over to the man. $}1%, RAE/RE F)iE—
B, BRfRE 238 08 N R
¢ And instead of telling to him ‘be healed and rise up’ or ‘take up your mat and walk’, Jesus

says, “Son. Your sins are forgiven.” HRERZ A BHhER BE4r 1, R B ERIRIKIE
TEM, T HERER, ‘BT, IRIEEEORCR T . 7

e | wish | could see the look on his friends faces as they peered down from the roof. T A7 B3k

REE B AR AAM A R TRAE T B I 3R 1 .

e Uhm. That’s great. But CLEARLY he has a tad more pressing need. 18 , #ifR %, 18
RIFZ M, thARMEAYIMERE,

e Or how about him? BREE, AREEEF EREE 2



¢ He’s just been lowered into a crowded room, in hopes of being HEALED.
B R BAERABRNEE FLEINES,
e And instead, Jesus offers FORGIVENESS. {B 2, ERkfathaaal 26520,

» Why would Jesus do this? BRfif & {+ EE3E BE i 2
* Because he’s making a point. AAhELFAMEEER,

* Anyone can see he has a more immediate need. f&BREE ZIEEHBFERBRBMNEE,

* But the point Jesus is making is, “No you don’t” {E 2ERRATEEEBIEHIZ, “F, EFRMR

20,

¢ | know you think that if you could walk again, everything would be fixed and fine.
HEAEMERMETLERT, B—YIAMEIFT

e That life would be rainbows and unicorns. 4 Ei € Fim I IEBER.,

e But inevitably, if that’s all | did for you, if | simply did what YOU thought | should Do
for you, you’d be right back here in no time. {BE 2%, INREMEH AMRELN
—Y), MBRBRRAZZRBMELMAMATL, AR, REE LERE,

e What he's actually saying is something extraordinarily important. {1z IFEE RN ZEEMNE,

¢ He’s making it clear to him and everyone in the room that no material prosperity fth7E i& 48 138
BEEFNEEMEANBRIEHNE EAYENESE,
* no physical condition {E 18] & k& 1& %,
® nothing is more important than having a reconciled and vibrant relationship

with God. #B;2 A LLER#FNLT, IREFMMHNEOEN  EUNBREEENE T,

e That's the most important thing 2R EEME,
e It's the most crucial thing MEREMEEMNE,

* Now, it's very important to keep in mind that he does heal the guy's body. b %, EHMTE
S THMESE A THREANSEE,

¢ And it’s also, critically important to know that the Bible does not promote the ancient
gnostic greek approach to the body. HfIHEZEE, RZKEEME ERETIRER
nREETEENHSRNEE.

* The Gnostics believed that that the body is the prison house of the soul.
FHBEEINERASRERNEERNIS,

* And some day the soul is liberated. H—XEZERF S EIFER,
* And what happens here doesn't matter. IRE R £ HBEFEE,
e Poverty and disease don't matter. BEEFIRKF A EE,
e The physical doesn't matter. —YI¥EHMERAHIFEE,



¢ The Bible does not teach that. EEf&8;8 H B S L,

¢ The physicality of our future, and this material universe we live in are a part of the biblical
?pde%rs’znd?]g of Ilfe -ﬁ:ﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬂ’]aﬁ?xﬁﬁ EMEFNEEMENTE, BRUEENA
2. dits [I [=]p]

o Havmg said that, what Jesus is saying is as important as the physical is, it's still not the
primary need. HEHAHET, BEAROARFANERESANES, B2 EERERM
Tﬁxmﬁ'ﬁgo

e |t's still not the primary need. EF 2 HMREARANETE

¢ Human beings need to be connected relationally to God, to their creator.

ABFTEMNISMEMREGR MtMiEEEER,
e And that relationship needs to be restored. S {EE IR REEEWIKE.

e THAT is the primary need of every human heart. EF¥ 2 ABDEREFANEE,
* We need to be reconciled to God. M F & E#HFNHF,
* And that happens when we receive his FORGIVENESS. ;8117 R B E MBS 2 rIeE
MR S8 4E,
¢ Now, | can imagine someone arguing with this. IREZAILUEGEALTREEEBER A,
» Maybe the same way this man could have argued. th55#0:& {88 F R & 22E

* “Do you see me? Do you realize what my life has been like?” “/REE|H T 15 ? {RE1E
?ﬁﬂ"]izﬁmu*ﬁmu% 7?7

e Someone might say, “l was treated horribly by this person. | did the right thing. Over
and over again. And | was wronged. H—2 Ag, “K—EREBAES, FH—
EMENE, —RX—R, B2 E—EWERMETF,

* What | need is some JUSTICE for what happened to me.” BEEEMEH AT
B EHEE—EAEMRK,”
e But what Jesus knows is this. {B 2 BREREIER 225,
* The one way that the person who mistreated you can really win, can really destroy the rest
of your life, is if you can't forgive them. IBEFIRM AR AR ERBIR, EIEREMBERE
B — IR Z - SN RART Re R ER 4R .
» Maybe you’ve heard this saying, thF{/REEBSHEAEE:
“Bitterness is the poison you drink hoping the other person is going to drop dead.”

“RIRR—MEE, RECHESHFHZARZ R AEHME, ”

S RUERIEIR,

7é'H¥

e That attitude will completely destroy you. 3& ¥

e But here’s the challenge. E#848 —{E&zE,



* We ALL have someone we need to forgive, right? BMEEEERZRMA, EFZ2?

* We all have someone that did something. FM#EEE @, HAHZMMT HE,
» Someone that said something. H A% MR T 1 EE,
¢ Someone that took something. H AEHKMEREE T TR,
¢ Maybe it’s one person, maybe it’s a group of people. thEf¥2—E A, hEF2—# A,

¢ And when we hear their name or something Jogs our memory, there’s that thing that
rises up inside of us. EZMBEFIRLF, HEBRAMEBE T HMMEE, AL
EMDERE LK,

¢ And the question is, how? REE, EEEH ?
¢ How do you forgive? &R iR ?

e Literally, one of the headlines in the New York Times, THIS WEEK was, “Can a Family
Forgive Murder?” EIf L, 7 8BMMMEFRE —FHRE, “—EARETLUER —EAR
ALig2”

¢ And it's a story that hits close to home, because its about an individual living here,

in our community. A —EEHEMeOHETH, ERMALEZRENHSE,

* How do you forgive? {RERREERAIAN ?
e | don’t mean to go so deep so early in the message, but here we are. TARRITHEE—BAIRTL
EEER THBERLKRINEET.

e This might be heavy, but it's true. EthEFNE, B2, AI2EEM,
e And I’'m committed to giving you the truth. B E2—EZ#ARMEHE,
* So hereitis: FTLA, :EFLRE:

You can never forgive someone if you feel superior to them. {FKEFERFEANME(RE

FRt S A,

¢ Think about that for moment. E{fZEEEE—TE—4,
e Let that sink in. 5F, SEIMIHEE,

* You can never forgive someone if YOU feel superior them. {R7K:& & REEANMELR
BFREE IR,

e It just it won't happen. SE#XEER B R AIRER &,
e It won't happen. RAJRESR &,

e Maybe you say, “Superior? | don’t feel superior, | feel WRONGED.” thEF{R &R, “FB# ? KR
BEEEE RBREBAMANERFET,
e That may be true. EiFEth i,

¢ But if there’s a part of you that says, “l would NEVER be the kind of person who would do
that kind of thing” then you may not realize it, but deep down, you believe you’re better
than them. MRMEKRR, “BAERITEGELABKMELS, " RUFEHTH, ERE
fRN-CRE, REEZHBEREAFITFH.



* There’s where we find the power of the gospel and the beauty of what Jesus does for us. i&

2 H B TI001E S MR DN ERER & F PR ARt 2 IR EF

* See, the only way you can possibly forgive anyone, is if you have both the humility and the

aﬁlrmatlon that comes through the gospel. &R T 1§ ? {RAI LIEERR A NROME— 5 AL,
RIEEEEMRMEERFEE,

e Why? ZftE?
e Think about what the gospel does. #8—#81@8E & &M T &,

e The gospel takes you all the way down to the dust. *E%{E{’]’Ihﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁi%@
* It says you’re broken that you DESERVE the worst. E5R{R, {R2WEHN, —XF
=
 Doesn’t matter how good you think you are. &R ECREBIRE Z17,
e Even at you best, you are still broken. B 2 RIZEN&xLF, MR S HEN,

e But THEN, at the same moment it says, that through Jesus Christ, you raised up
from the lowest of lowest to the highest of highs. B 2, Bt FEIBREME, HE
B X, IRIERIEEHIREIRS.
* You are loved, and accepted, and forgiven, in SPITE of all of your
brokenness. REHER, WIEZH, HERHN, TWIRE ZHE,

* See, the gospel gives us the capacity to forgive, because is tells us that we are no different
than anyone else, &, REREMEREZER, RACEHHREM, LBHLAELT,
¢ and at the same time it gives us the confidence to move toward forgiveness
because we are SUPREMELY confident in GOD’S LOVE for us. RIFE i
BMED BMALUESER HAEMAHBEEMANSEEEBENEDD.

» We become Humble AND Confident in the same moment. ¥ 8] LIE B g RABH1E,
¢ Do you realize how radically our life begins to shift when we experlence and extend

forgiveness because of the gospel? {REEFEEIFH M4 iR A&ET NERMEE
EBERNSELEERAMRNEE ?

* There is lightness that comes upon us. FA{& 2R EE.,
e Why? A&ftEE?
* Because Jesus takes the burden. EI&ARRERE A THMMEIE,
® S0, as immediate as we might believe this acute pain is in front of, Jesus surprises us and

and says, “Let’s start with forgiveness.” FTLA, i 222 BIfEROREZI, HRERFE T 24
EBE iR, “FRMBEREER,

e That’s the first surprise. 52 &% —1{&

=
=
= O

e But then, he surprises the readers. {E 2%, thWEE TEH,

» Maybe you missed it. thEF{RZK T,
e But | want you to see. (B2 HFEREEFT



e | want you to notice something about this forgiveness that Jesus offers the man.
Hm L RAT LU E B ERERAG AR (B IR L RO R R0,

* HE DOESN'T ASK FOR IT. #B{EEF it ;2 EREEN,

* He doesn’t jump through any hoops for it. #ifi;2HABINEEEDE,

* He doesn’t pray a magic prayer for it. ft;2HEB—E#HFMNIESHIE,
e He doesn’t do ANYTHING for it. #1;2F ABEEMFHEMEA,

e |t's not even what he ASKS for. ;EEZERZMAEKRE,

e Jesus. Just. Gives it. ERfif, L2 FENHEM T,
* Or, let me remind you of this. &, EHIZEE(REE,

* If you go back to our story last week. MIR{REIFEE KM LBMKE,
¢ The woman at Simon’s house, anointing the feet of Jesus. 7EFEFIRIZRE, AR{EHH A F
EEZREERI R

e In Luke 7:48, it said this: EIBINES 7:48F:R 2|

Luke 7:48

And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
B N 18 5 7:48

BREHMBEZANR - RHUERE T,

* Do you know what preceded Jesus offering her forgiveness? 1R %058 7 BR &R it 52 it B SE AT 5% £
T 2

e She didn’t ask for it. EX AN ZBERMHE,
* She didn’t pray a magic prayer for it. i ;2 & i —EH F 1 g H S S,
e She SIMPLY came and washed his feet. #h 2 2 5 2 g2k e R ER 849 Kl .

e This is scandalous. 2 2% ANEEM,

* Because as long as humans have been wandering the earth we’ve been devising
regulations and rules that need to be followed in order to appease the gods. & &% 58 LI%k

HMAMAERALTRRAFTEERMSHRRESE.

e We’ve been making lists of what to do and what not to do in order to keep him

happy with us. Ff—E&EES % T EFAHEMREMFTEMAMTREMBER.

¢ See, The default mode of the. Human heart is to take it upon ourselves.

B ADHMERRBEXZR A —VZERMMER.

* So OF COURSE there’s something WE have to do, right? Ff LA & AB HMHBEHMANE,



3
* That kind of forgiveness can’t come free? &~ 2 H BB,

¢ But so aggressive and scandalous is the grace and forgiveness of Jesus that, thrusts on this
man before he even realizes his need. {B 2 ERfRIEEAFN 2 B 7% 28 BRI ZI AN E A BB/,
HEBANERAEZHIBCHRTEZRG T .

e See, Jesus knows what we need. &, BRREIE R MEEME,
* And he gives it to us, aggressively. b Ejih#a .
. He s EAGER to offer his Love, Acceptance, and Forgiveness. 8 7~ & 1§ Z# 3 Mt &Y
B, &, fNEER,

* I've been around a bit now. HEEEEERKELRIET,
¢ I’'m talking about the planet, when | say that. R85, BN EEMIR,
e I've been around a while now. HEEEE—LRHIET .,
e I've made a few laps around the sun. EEKEZEABETHLEEHT,

¢ And when you’ve been here a minute you start to make some observations. FLE IR R 7

EE-DERMEERE—LRA,

* And there’s something I've noticed about all of us. I EENEZMAAEASG LHHM— LR
7,

* We all have a sense of condemnation we can't shut off. Ff#A—FEE R EMESE.,

e We all have a voice that says, “You shouldn’t have said that.” ZfETHE—EESZR © IR
ANAFEZRBARIEET . 7

* We all have felt like we aren’t living up to our potential. F{M&RRFIFK M2 HEHFHMAERE,
* We all know what it’s like to feel guilt or shame. FHFIER &I ETRAFIZEI RS,

¢ Even when we’ve worked our HARDEST we can still feel these things. BMERHME
REZHHEERMNERBIIEL,

* | remember 5 or 6 years ago, | was upstairs here in this building. i8R /NER], FHIEERIE
I L,
e | wasn’t the pastor here. &7 =& &I ER,
e | was training some leaders, and we were doing it here, in this space. F7EHEI—LE4E
B BHEESHEHEITH,

* And before one of the sessions some of my colleagues and | were sitting around,
and. Getting deep. E—EEEZH], BM—LRAISBLENX, HKORZE.
e Trusted friends, talking about real stuff. ERRILEFMAR, TR —LEEF
AHIETE,

* And at the time, | was leading a church, and | was consulting in the business
community, and | was leading a project in New York City, AND | was training these

leaders. MEFHEFE—EAHRE, FFMEXEMER, RRETE—ERHOHE



B, & RFF7E 3R 5E LR
* And | started sharing, very openly, about being conflicted about what | needed to let
go of. HEAMMMAKNNE, HEFILIEERFH—ESEF.

e And | will NEVER forget this. FKEAFRE LT

e My friend Dave Chandler, who I’'ve known for 20 years, looked at me and said,
“Brad. What are you trying to prove?” IR &R Dave Chandler, ¥ E LR {th 52
B0, thEZEHKR, “Brad, MBEEEHAFE?”

* And | looked him in the eyes and said, “Nothing.” B ZtAIERFER, “Z2HEAKREE
FEEAM, 7
® But the question made me mad. And it hung with me for a long long time.

BEEMEMEZERE, ERETERREA,

e Because | knew it wasn’t nothing. RAHKMEZLTFREEMZEHEEE

B,

. l knew there was SOMETHING, | just couldn’t name it EaEREEME KR

ERERHEMEF,
e [ couldn't identify it. HEAREIEEBHRK,

e But no one in their right mind does all | was doing without there being SOMETHING. 1B 2% &
—EEREEEMASE LA RMRAEEZEAMNER THMEEMMRMENEE.

e See, that striving? &, Bia0Ha 2
e Or that sense failure? =2 BExAIKEE?
¢ Or that shame? 2 REMERE?
e Or that guilt? SEMERMFELRE?

e [t ALL, comes back, to TH I S. ;EL&, #EF|;EERIRE,

e And Jesus? TMERER ?
* He knows it before we even speak it. b7 FAFIEE$ER H R 2 B f E KL HE.

e And ALL WE DO is receive it. MEMAMEZEMMMERIES,

e That’s the ONLY thing we are responsible to do. ERHMHE—FZEBEM,
* To take that Love; ZKiEZth#y =
* To take that acceptance; 2k 1 52 fth A FE K
* To take that forgiveness, ZKiEZthaeEzn

e And ABSORB it. SE£ IR UK,
e Let it sink DEEP into our bones. EE #EEIFHMA & .
* So deep that at our core, we are changed. Mtk 2R, UBREMURETR
BIDMHh A ERRET,

* To every reader who has read this, Jesus surprises them saying, “I’m going to give you
want you don’t know you want, but. It’s everything you’re looking for.” $tE— B3I T

EEpEE, BifathfM—EAXEE, “RERMMAMMAEFEMRMBEENRA, HE,



EARMMA—EESEKN—1.”

* Which leaves us with one final group: The religious leaders. EHE MR FZERU—FAN  RH

O RE o

 What are they shocked by? #th{fi&HEET ?
* Their shock is pretty clear. Because they state it. fth{fR9E T 2R BAZER , B AR E,
* Notice verse 7: TEF t&id

Mark 2:7

“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”

E A EE 27

TEBEANAEEEERRE > HMRBWE 7. BT MmN, HEMSER?

e They are INCREDULOUS. #hfBEFAIEIS,
e And. They are ABSOLUTELY correct. fffith#EE S E#M,

e They're shocked. ftifiREF.
e But they are absolutely right. {E 24 MR TE2 2 H M.
e Let me put it this way. B ERKERE,

e If Casey, myself, and TJ are hanging out. 1&Casey, ¥, EATIRE—E,
* And Casey smacks TJ in the face. Casey—£3T# TIfE £,
e And | walk up to Case and say, “Casey, your sins are forgiven.” %A1, ¥ EF|CaseyH
AR, “Casey, IREIFEFEHAET "

e TJ will probably object, right? TJE T4 & R, F2ME?

¢ TJ is going to say excuse me Brad but honestly you can’t do that. Only | could
forgive Casey because he wronged me. TUE iR, ‘& F#CBrad, {R;ZHE HEE
. REEF ae/RiRCasey, AMBEILHZEE,’

¢ If Jesus says to somebody who hasn't sinned against him, as a human being, and he's
never met the guy? MR ERERE —EMERZERE, h2HHMICFH AR
* “Your sins are forgiven.” “/REIFEH/MET . ”

e They know what he's saying. M %0:&BR &% R /9 =2 11 EE,
e He’s saying all sins are against him. BRfRZTERFT A HIFEH ZFILMAY,

* Because you can only forgive sins that are against you. [F &R R BE[R R AR LE 5 ILV/RAI A BITE

-

8,



* And the only person could say that is the creator and sustainer of the universe. M — & LA
MEMNRENAZETHHBIEFREFAIM,

e And so Jesus is saying, “yeah that's me.” BMAEEEHEEHER, “20, IR K.

* So they are utterly shocked upset. FrLAMth 1R EZE R A &FARERERER EEE.
e But Jesus doesn't just leave it at that. 1B 2 HRER;2 B R{ZEAR4E,

¢ Instead, he turns and says, “Why are you thinking these things in your heart?
Mz, BREREE S MR, “RMMatEORERERE?”

e Which is easier? Hi—EEA 5 ?
* To say to the paralytic your sins are forgiven? IREEERI A RIRAFEBEMAET 2
* Or to say get up take up your mat and walk? ;2 2R £ &R BFEE ?

e That’s an interesting question, right? EEEEEBMRIE, HAEH?
e Which is easier? Wi—EEA 5 ?
» How do you answer that question? {[ /& & [0 %555 E I RE ?

e Well, there’s something beautiful about the answer to this question and it's connected to
the word ‘Say’ ZiE#k, B EFEMERS —EXWAE, BN ERER 2
» Jesus says, “Which is easier to SAY?” HRMRfIRIZE, “B—EEBRZR?”
e Why does this matter? & EEIRE|ER?
¢ | might be wading into some deeper theological waters here, but here’s what we need to
understand. ALtEATREF EHEMSEFFER—L, BEHEMWEZOLREE,
e When it comes to God, his words ARE his deeds F..Z2Ei# AR, MHFEEMREMNITE.,
e They are one and the same. Ef 1= & —#, HHEH.
¢ In Genesis, it doesn’t say that God said, “let there be light’ and then “now, let's go make
light FERItHECHE, BB - Wik, “BEHA” BRENER, “BaE BFRMZEL !
* He says let there be light - and there is light. #1IZREE N - XMHE T,

* | could give several other examples, but you get the idea. FHZEFLIR#Z@EF F, TBIRER
HE T,

* When God says something it just happens. E#R+E, HEMRBET.,

e God’s Word IS his action. #BEEEFE 2T ED,



e When he speaks something, it happens. #EREE |, T ERM L,

e So...this is beautiful. FRTLLUEFAREM Z 5,

¢ And if you struggle to feel the tangible love of Jesus, this might really clear some
things up. INRRIMIENBEERZIBAMVBIFEFINE, SHHGEMMARL,

e For Jesus to say rise up. Take your mat and walk, actually IS easier. ¥ fABRfif, R ikiC sk, =iE
RAB2FER, BEERHL,

¢ Because in order to say, “Son, your sins are forgiven meant that something would have to
be DONE in order to make that possible.” HA&ER, “BT. MHUFEHEBRETEKRENE
EM—HETEEEL,”

* His words are his action. #HIFEREITEIM,
* So long before he would EVER go to the cross, the decision had been made. 7EfthEXE+FZ5
BALH, EERERELET T,

* Any miracle worker can heal somebody. {F a7+ B AEM Al LIEE A E A,

¢ But only the savior of the world, who is on his way to a torturous death, can possibly say,
“My son, my daughter, your sins are forgiven." {(E R 5t eV ¥, EEEHITEZ M
BRE, FETRERR, “BMRT, KOLR, RMEERRET.”

e Friends, we ache in our bones... 3Rk, HMEZITET -
¢ And our friends think we know what we need. FH MR AL AEMMERPEEZHE,

 And we read books about how to solve the problem. I EEZ2E EEMAREE,
» We think one more piece of information might offer a solution. H{MELAEH
—HERMEBKIERE.
e But Jesus knows: {BHRER%NE :

¢ We were made to walk, but we were made to WALK WITH GOD. M2 #B &EREEITE
, #E FCRE B A [E] 1T RE .

¢ And shockingly, before we EVER ask, he offers us his Love. Acceptance. And Forgiveness.
BHAWE TEMERREZAT BB ERMUNE, B, MEH
e And all we have to say is, Yes. TiEMERMWAZ, #f.

e Amen? [Fq ?



* Will you pray? EM#igeE ?

Reflection & & :

* Receive the Love, the acceptance, and forgiveness that Jesus is offering. &2 BRREIE, %
tmFneER,

Benediction #1i&
* May you be men and women who live differently this week. BEE% R ihikiEBFH AR £,

* Because you have SEEN the love of Jesus. E&{RERKREZIIMEFKNE,
* You have EMBRACED his Acceptance. {RE & #EIa T tha93E#.
* And you have said “YES” to his forgiveness. B {REfE R 47 [@IFE T i
RIEER,

e ELDERS... E%Eﬂﬁi&;‘%@tﬁ’ﬂto

e Lectio Divina BB E 1) iE



