Leviticus Week 3 “A Different Kind of People”
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Message 152
The Two Interwoven Stories TN RESH S
e This is a God unlike any other God. — HE IS IN SEARCH OF US. iIX2— I A — R — S 5.

e We are called to be a people unlike any other people. — What happens when God gets ahold of our hearts.

BRI B A AN RE—H MM ERN O EMBERARE T .
Leviticus— Relate to God and One Another FJZRic—5#F15 AKX HR

These two stories are the backdrop of Leviticus. Leviticus is a priestly handbook for the Hebrew people. The
Hebrews, at this time, were a people who had lived in slavery in Egypt for 430 years. 15 WA B 25 RS =,
MNAREEHBRANESIFM. HEEKABKELBFEIRRINGET430F 22X,

Now they are supposed to be a different kind of people... but how? They know God is a different kind of God...
but who is he? IRTEMPIN HER NN —HFNER.(EIEATEER? tMAIrEHE A —1FE. B2 AN —(U
FERE?



Somewhere between all of these mundane details of rites and rituals on these pages is something beautiful and
compelling. This is not just about something that an ancient civilization needed thousands of years ago BUT that
it is actually something that speaks life and is power for today as we are learning how to follow a God who is
unlike any other God, and become a people who are unlike any other people as we engage the broken world all
around us. EEHE LATH t%%ﬁﬁmﬁ‘t%mﬁ‘tﬁﬁi**ZFaﬁﬁéi%%%Eﬁﬁﬁ WMRDN, EMBERXATEFEIN—TG
ANBRFAFRERIVRA, BEXASKMEETREMGMESN, SRMNFZIZZUNIRE—EERAEOH, A —ESH
ERA—HNRE, HEEEOME E‘EE'PE@J o

In other words, this whole thing applies to us. I2G)3E:R, EMSHEEFHER

MVMT 1: The Puzzle Pieces — Lev 1+2+3 HEIMRIR—FIZRIC 1+2+3

The first three chapters need to be understood together. X =EZEE—E KB,
Chapter 1 — At-One-Ment 55— [£3E

The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting. He said, 2 “ Speak to the Israelites and say
to them: ‘When anyone among you brings an offering to the Lord...” Leviticus 1:1-2

2R &8 11-2
TEEMERESRIFIER, MR-
2B UABIAR: RMPAFEEEAREDGCEBNE, BERFHFHIRUEESHED.

Offering = to come near to God. BAR =S,

Atonement. It literally means “At—-One—Ment” and it communicates this central idea... You are forgiven. You have
been reconciled to God. Made right. I$5E, X EigAtonementE “MMEE—"MNER , XFMEEFFNFOEE, RE
BT, MMERSEHNGF, ERESEHETIOXET,

They would bring a sacrifice. They would lean on the altar. They would acknowledge their brokenness and con—
fess their sin. And in the process the animal would be slain on their behalf. We learn what atonement is... the
animal (substitute) is getting what you deserve so that you can be forglven MM ERRY), FERIE L, FAM
IR EMSE, BBHRR. BRMEEY (BR) ASAERMFIESH, Wt fEEHRE.,

You are now seen differently by God when you are leaning on the lamb. That is the story of Leviticus chapter 1

. The summary statement of chapter 1- You are forgiven. This is how God sees you. This is how you are to see
yourself. BIREEFR EfJ:E’JHﬂlse HWEMMA—KT .. EMERNARCE—ENKSE., E—ENREME—IRER
%7 . MEKENR, M EEEERD.

Chapter 2 — The Grain offering... The Minhah 2 _&——2%x% Minhah

* You are the God of creation. | am created. | submit my life to you. fREEME ., HREMEN ., FIEHNEHIT
4R 1R,

» Chapter 1- you are forgiven. Chapter 2— | give my life to you. Z51& RSB T, B2E—RIBEmERA

1R,
Chapter 3 The Free Will Gift =& HILH'E

Chapter 1- When you do this... Atonement Chapter 2— When you do this... Surrender Chapter 3— IF... IF.... IF... 28
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When someone says when. It is a statement of certainty. “When you come near to me” “when you commit your
life to me” assumes that these things are going to be a rhythm that happens in each humans life. “&” @ —E&#

EMAERE, "B ERERNESRGI HRREELESBFR/EAMLETN—EEEEE.

Then we get to chapter 3 and we get to IF. IF signifies that it is optional. God is not commanding this. EHMEE
B, RIWR"., “WRRPTEREEEN, RUELAEHT—TEEM,

The context of Chapter 3 is — if you want to be close to me do this. THIS IS not something you need to do for
the forgiveness of your sins. £3EM L T 22— NREBEIEFMAINEEY . R IAIEEASERRMELSE.

Throughout the OT this is known as the “Free Will” offering. God is not demanding this. It is a peace offering. It's

different. ®ELNF, ERBAHOLR" ., MUTRE—EEEME. Be—HFELE. B A —1&NE,
Peace = Fellowship in some Bibles. % = [&Z2

What is Fellowship? The Hebrew word is Salem (sounds like Shalom). Shalom encompasses flourishing. It is a

word that indicates all humanity living the say they should. Even to this day on the streets of Israel people say
“Shalom”. It is a greeting and blessing wrapped in one. When you said “shalom” to each other you are making a

statement that we are a people living in a different reality. (T 2B 32? FHHK:E=ESalem (EBfE{%Shalom) ,
EESEAKERNER, BEFERT I ABRREAREZNEINLE,

MVMT 2: The Guts P

““If your offering is a fellowship offering, and you offer an animal from the herd, whether male or female, you are
to present before the Lord an animal without defect. 2 You are to lay your hand on the head of your offering and
slaughter it at the entrance to the tent of meeting. Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall splash the blood against
the sides of the altar. 3 From the fellowship offering you are to bring a food offering to the Lord: the internal
organs and all the fat that is connected to them, 4 both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the long
lobe of the liver, which you will remove with the kidneys. Leviticus 1:1-4

F) & & 3:1-4
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Notice the precision. Only burn part of the animal.

In Leviticus 1:9 — “the priest is to burn ALL of it” JE2EEERANEE, REFWNELISHIE, MEFRC9
PR MELE 2 EEEL

Context of chapter 1- we are talking about the forgiveness of sins. Do you want some of your sin forgiven or all?

AEE—EP, HfEHNZERONR. REFREEDFINEER ZHRIFFSHRIE?

But in chapter 3 we have only parts. It’s a little strange. But sometimes a little strange means it is deeply symbol—-

ic. BREF=FEF, RINZIVNELM. EEHFTE, ERERFEEREEABRRANRHRSE.

Meat is VERY precious. It is a rare commodity. Even rarer is FAT. It is a delicasy because only rich people had
enough to feed the animals enough to have FAT on their animals. All the others were scrawny. ATEERFEEIZE
BN, e—E%RNEm. EAFERERE#A. E2—E2R, BAREEENATECHNENKEREEY, 5
+HBRERL. EfbrVENEEEISH,

Fattened is symbolic of God’s blessing and best BEATSRIHE IS L1764,



So God says, “l want you to give me the best!” Why? Because | want to know that you take this seriously. Your
earnestness is made evidence in what you bring to the altar... And | want your best. FilA##:0: “FRBIRGLERRIF
B9 7 BE? RARBMEGHIIRER, REIISENEYSMRAERNERE.... HELTF,

The Entrails PYjE

The things that are deepest in you are synonymous with what we think of as “the heart”. They were seen as the
seat of emotions (they were not literally saying that these organs hold those emotions). But you know that feeling
where your emotions effect your gut? Maybe | should go here (gut decision) maybe | should stop there (gut feel-

ing). FEIREERIREN, BIFIRL EH. NREEBENZIRE.

God is saying that he wants your heart. He wants your gut. He wants your deepest most inmost feelings. He
Wants an authentic yearning. He wants all of us. #ER#MERAL, MARE ., HERRRENIER, WE—EEE
HBE, MERMNEE

But what happens with the rest of the meat? It’s a delicacy. So now what? {E2F FHREENR? B2,
IREEEERE?

4 You must not worship the Lord your God in their way. 5 But you are to seek the place the Lord your God will
choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go; 6 there
bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your
freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7 There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you
and your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, because the Lord your God
has blessed you. Deuteronomy 12:4-7

B @ aC 12:4-7
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What do you do with the rest of the meat? YOU EAT IT! *Sorry Vegetarians* Rejoice. F NHIAEENR? RIEENZ
T ARRE, HET BEIRE,

10 T hen celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the Lord your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the
blessings the Lord your God has given you. 11 A nd rejoice before the Lord your God at the place he will choose
as a dwelling for his Name—you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, the Levites in your
towns, and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows living among you. 12 R emember that you were slaves in
Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees. Deuteronomy 16:10-12

B 4p &0 16:10-12
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Sons and daughters — Makes sense
Male and female servants —Makes sense
Levites — take your pastor to lunch



Foreigners (sojourners) — the stranger in the strangest sense. A person who culturally isn’t like you. They don’t
listen to your music, vote, eat, or live like you. Widow and Fatherless — the woman who lost her husband, the child
without her mom and dad. RX—A8 FIEMR ., FEE-HIFIER., ARA—-BHRAEZFE., SEN—RMEEN
FBEAN, —EEXHLEEHERHOA (BATRENE%; RE, 28, %DEE&%ET BIR) . MAER
KT, BREXRENZT.

God has a heart for those whose life has dealt a difficult blow. ARy A SEE BRI A,
IF you would like to do this (not when) IF you would like to do this... W RIFIEEEM (R 2 EIRISEMAOIFR)

Then Aaron’s sons are to burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering that is lying on the burning wood; it is a
food offering, an aroma pleasing to the Lord . —Leviticus 3:5

) R &C 3:5
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“On top of the burnt offering” /&S £

MVMT 3- With God’s Sight Ft#HAIER Y
“All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” —~Romans 3:23

g& l% % 3:23
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All of us are broken, flawed, imperfect. F &N 2R, BN, ~5TEM,

My problem is... when | hang around other people... even ones that | really like... eventually | see something imper—
mdaMi%N%%mmwdﬁ%%i%,*ﬁﬁﬁAT 2, ERRSEN A, BERSEED—LRTEY
R, BRES

How do we ever get past the differences we have with one another? How can we move forward? How do you
have a meal at the table with so many broken people'? HAVEETEEBHRM BB ZE. FRPEETERNE
BB BEELE R SRR A PIBE R = — R E

IT can only happen when a human heart has been shaped and changed by the work of God’s Spirit. 2B & AR
AR B B S M IS IR RIE 7 AJBEZR

21 O nce you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of [g ] your evil behavior. 22 But
now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blem—
ish and free from accusation— Colossians 1:21-22
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“In his sight” God is challenging to see people “in his sight” as God sees them. | want to see you as God sees
you. Filled with love and compassion. That is the challenge. Will you see others the way God sees them? “TEf#HER
7, fHEERMIBMANERCREA ., FEREEMUNEMRER, RRENER. EE—EE. (MBEBZANEREM
1F9nE?



But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Him-
self is our peace, who has made the two one and has torn down the dividing wall of hostility... — Ephesians 2:13-
14
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The answer to peace is not found in me or you. It is found in Jesus. A God who is unlike any other God. A People
unlike any other people. MEFIENERANMRME ., MEEEEHRE, —UA—&x0®M, —EF—ZNIE.

Think about the ramifications of this. Think about the issues that divide us today. Do you realize how radical this
is? MBERERWAZNTE, BESRORIMNEZEE, (REHDER ZHEN?

What would happen in the world if the people that drove you insane were brought into your family and celebrated
the work of God in your life. Isn’t this a beautiful picture? f1RARLE Z(RESEHIBE A PIIBEZIRN R PR —EE
MEFEMREGFPIOIE, EEERGELEENEN? EAE—RIRENEZIF?

Benediction &

May we be a Leviticus 1 people, recognizing the deep forgiveness that caused our God in heaven His own son. [&
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May we be a Leviticus 2 people, fully surrendered to that same God, giving your whole life to Him. BEA1 R F]
RNOE_BMRNOR, TEAERTBIE—At#, EIRRB D EmILAM,

And may we be a Leviticus 3 people — bring your free will to God, being willing to offer all you have to him,

and in doing so sharing the joy with the people around you. May you be the kind of the people whose heart are
open to the foreigners and the powerless. In doing so may you be the people filled by God’s Spirit, that begin to
change the world like what Jesus did at the dinner table. We love you God and we ask these things in your name.
Amen! BEAIAFMRICE=FMZNE, EHORTEEED, BREEMRMAANESM, SIEMNBSEENADZ
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