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Intro: God is For Us f 1) : fiE %A T M

For 2,000 years, the church has taken time to prepare their hearts for Christmas Day. That time has been
called the “Advent” season. Today marks the beginning of the third week of Advent.
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“Advent” means “arrival,” specifically Jesus's arrival. Each week leading up to Christmas Eve, we're
looking at a different implication of the Advent story.
‘TREEHIEERZ TR, R SIMEMEIR, FRERNMMNEEZH, RMABERFARBRREVNTIRESR.

What does the Arrival of Jesus mean? HR&R i %I 2k Z 0k & 1 EE 7
Week 1 - Hope. God will fulfill his promises. 55— & - #2 ., B R M FES,
Week 2 - Peace. God is with us. 55 2 3@ - f1F . #EIFKME1E.
This week- Joy. God is FOR us. A8 - E4, 25 T HM.

So here is the proposition: The Arrival of Jesus into the world signifies that God is FOR us. This is why it
is Good News. God is not angry with you. Scolding you from heaven. Rolling his eyes at your mistakes
and blunders. He isn’t disinterested, disengaged, and distant. He is not mean, vindictive, or
finger-pointing. He does oppose sin, and it's a corrosive and destructive force in your life and our world.
But he isn’t against you.
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No. He is wildly and relentlessly and deeply in love with you. As a Good Father loves their children, he
sees all of who you are, yet he still chooses you. And he doesn’t just say that.
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In Matthew’s Gospel, when the angel arrives to proclaim to Joseph and Mary the Advent of Jesus he
quotes an ancient prophetic text from the book of Isaiah which says, FE AXfEE &, EXERENZIIE
FIEEEEHIRERRIMREREF, I A T(UEGRE)IPH—BRHEMFES XA



23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God
with us”).-Matthew 1:23
123 TEXREZLEF ASKMERULERF I (RRARMMERXMEED. -BXEE 1:23

In other words, God showed up. Ancient prophecy comes to life. #tF] 57, HHIRT . HEMNTEERE
To

There is a big fancy theological word for this- it's called the “Incarnation.” God stepped into the human
story by taking on a human body. He subjects himself to the constraints and limitations of a human being
while never losing even an ounce of his divinity.
F—EARFHHASMERMEE—H—EBBATERRS | HUABMERNTAT AEHKRSE,
FEHORIABMIRRMEBS, EXFLE, BiE—BRRAIMHE,

The God of the universe did NOT have to prove his love for us. But He did AND at great cost of himself.
And not FOR himself. What does he get out of this deal? No. It is ENTIRELY for our good from His
Goodness. And so the Advent story shows us the character of God.
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The God who “shows up” is the only one who can rescue you from sin, redeem you from your
brokenness, and reconcile you to himself. He is the only way.
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And that is the Good News that causes Great Joy for all the people! SEFL 2 HFHRATEAEXELMNET !
Transition: 1@ :
Today, we are going to look at this more in-depth. § X, FAM# 5B ;E A EEHE—E,

To examine a part of the Christmas story that highlights: & — FTERRE HBEH—E0 5, HPEHE:
1. God is FOR us and #1247 #f, it B

2. The result of God’s work in your life is Joy. And a joy that is like no other.

HEMEMPIHENBERIS SR, —BRAMGILNEL,
Luke 2 in your Bibles. B2 B INEE 5 2 &,

MVMT 1: In Our Story | Luke 2:1-7
MVMT 1: ZH M ES | BBINET 2:1-7

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone
went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While



they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
21 ERERF, SHETTEREEE TR UWXTARMHA L,
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25 EFMATEE 2 ZE R E—RHRa L. BEEINEMERERKET,
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Luke, the author of this Gospel account, intentionally includes details about the historical setting of this

story. ERBEENFERMARCE THREENENER T RMME,
Why? &t ?

Well, because he isn’t afraid of his claims being verified. He wants you to know that this all actually
happened. As strange as it may sound, there is a breaking in of Heaven into our very familiar story.
=, l#’:Aiﬁ?F'IEI BOMEERRZE, MERMINEE— VNI EN, HASRERRIFE BEXEEH
fIEERBHRERE —ERE,

Including these details would be akin to us saying today, “This all took place while President Biden was in
office, and Tina Kotek was governor of Oregon.”
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It indicates a time and a space. E& & T B2,

When you hear “Ceaser,” what comes to mind?& {REEZIT Sl 1 B, R B EIHEE 2

Caesair, the real one, would have probably had you crucified if you had told him his legacy would be a
potent combo of pepperoni pizza and typically overdressed salad.Sl#, E1E 8IS, 0RIR& Kt b i
BEEREREANNETHHEMNARRMEFRAKDIMES, tha SR METE+FE L,

Caesar Augustus- The first and (according to many) the most significant Roman Emperor (31BC - AD
14). Having replaced the republic with an imperial form of government, he expanded the empire to
include the entire Mediterranean world, established the famed Pax Romana, and ushered in the golden
age of Roman literature and architecture. Augustus (which means exalted one) was a title conferred on
him by the Roman senate in 27 BC.EHE & - F—EH R RIBHF S AMRE) REENEERE
(DTTHT 31 F - 25T 14 F), tAFEBEERA T HAE, KHFEERD TEEPEHR, L_LT%%
BB LRSI TEREXSNEENEESRK. EUHH(BARSE) RRSTERMNAETA 27 £
1% F th A EET,

If you are ever curious about where George Lucas found his inspiration for The Empire in Star Wars,
read about Augustus’ story. I R G F 6 E RHE(ERKE) PR(FRNMWE R RRZINTF, FEE
BEE TS,



In Rome, there is one who sits on the throne of the entire world. He is proclaimed the “exalted one,”
conferring not just political authority but also religious authority. % &, A—E AL ESHRMTE L,
thEERAEEE TMEMPRUAHER, i FREER,

He referred to himself as “Imperator Caesar divi filius, " meaning "Commander Caesar, son of the deified
one."thiEE &I KT EERIMIEEE, EHmMET,

He initiated the Imperial Cult, so worshipping Caesar (himself) became a national religion. Religious
Nationalism is not a new thing. #i&I3L T HE S5, RLEFIE (AN KA — BB, REREEE
ERZHEHEHSE,

Luke is SO Brilliant. ALL of this would have been known information about Caesar. The Imperial
propaganda machine was alive and wel. B8 INKFEBA T, fTEEL M EARIBMMENEN, FEMNER
R REER Y,

While today we know Caesar as a salad or a $5 pepperoni pizza § XE M4 ESIME— BV HIs 5 £
HMEXMHESHEIE

There was one day when his fame was spread all over the world. He was known as... H—X, #h#y% &

BEETEEHR, hikEs. ..
“King of the Eternal Empire of Rome & Son of god ( the deified one)’ “ Bk EFE 2 . #F (BHE)"
Without saying much, Luke says everything. B& ;88 £ R EE, FRIE—UIERRIER T,

Jesus, the true King of the Universe and heir of Heaven, the true Son of God, shows up in our story.

R, EEMFH2E, REIMERE, EEMNH2F HEERMANKSEE,

Augustus was born into opportunity. He came from a family that was connected deeply to the Roman
powers. He was the adopted great-nephew of Julius Caesar and heir of his estate and political power of
Caesar. His arrival on the scene was chaos: backstabbing, civil wars, consolidation of power, elimination
of political rivals. Take and keep power by all means. He would be familiar with the palace and the
political forum. R H&ER A NREE 2P tHHE SR —EERZRIBEEFUBHBNRE, th2RKFIZFELH-
S EER, WM EFRBUSHE DR A IR E T REL: ERREG. B ZEEEN.
HRBUAH T TRV FRENMIGHEG#E N, i ERMBUARIBHRAE.,

And then there is Jesus.fA#% 2 ER &R,

Luke points out that Mary and Joseph, by Augustus’ decree, must return to their ancestral hometown for
a census. Why? Because Ceasar said so. “Go home, register so that you can pay more taxes.” & i0#g H
CRBEGHHMNES, BAEMNESERBMMMEEZETADESE, A0E? BAINBMEEER
o ‘BIREZEL—TF, SKIFE AT LUIEME SR,

This is a display of the might and power of Rome. They speak, and everyone listens ;& i 2 # & & B B
NFENREEIR, thFRNEE SE A,



But by doing so, Mary and Joseph go to the town of Bethlehem- a place of former kings. Bethlehem is
the home of the former king of Israel, David. {3 & E &M, BRIEMNEETHANE——EUMEE
B, BREISEELESIE T KRERISEE,

What a scene set for such an incredible story.iE 2 — % ES A LUEENHRENIG =,
2 Kings who come into the world in radically different ways.ffii & FUEBE AT R A XK BEBEHE,

One born into pomp and circumstance. From a royal line that launched him into the palace, power, and
the political arena. The other was born in a stable. A trough for a bed. To two poor minority nobodies in a
small corner of that other king's empire. —EH A EERRANERZ R, HENEZEMHK, thEAT B, #
NWHMBUEES, HA—EHAEERER, —EKRKE AMREAENOBREER/NEES—EATHFEN—E
INBTEAE,

If you wanted to make up a story of a king from heaven coming into the world, which one would you
choose? N RIRE#H/m —EX L E ERERARMNNE, (MERER—E?

This is one of the reasons why | am so willing to trust that this story is true. If you made it up, nobody
would believe it. You would never script it this way. And yet, cemented in the history of the time of
Augustus and Quirinius, you have this story in a backwater district of Rome that would forever change
the world. ;SR AT ERMLEEHEESEAREREEFEMNER 2 — . MEMREL KM, ZHEAEH
P 1T77<5_T'ﬁ*=u53$§75‘t%ﬁﬁ§ﬁ112|&0 A, BEARGHANEREESHRNERY, MEEREFT
Bl —EKGEEME EE RS EKEREHRMIHME,

The claim is that the true King of Heaven has come into our story. EfEEIFMX & T E&£KE AT M
WE,

He comes in the most relatable way. He comes as one of us. Someone we can identify with. i LAz B 5

MAOMAAER, th2EABEMPH—EMR, BMATUERMA,

This is one of the most astounding realities of the Christmas story.
EREESMEDLR EEMREZ—,

Of all the ways he would show up in the story, he chooses the most humble. 7Efth 7 8 ZE F HIRRIFR A A
Ao, thBEEFTERFRENATR,

“Immanuel,” or God is with us, literally means that. All of us. And He is with us because He is FOR us.
“DERF, B MEE FEEEARERAER, HMAMEA. wEEMARE RAE AT H M,

Transition: This Christmas, we reflect on this truth: He is the God that shows up, sometimes in the most
unexpected ways. We reflect on this truth, that while He may arrive in unexpected ways that can be hard
to recognize, they are also the ways we most need him to show up. B : § FBHE, B BEER
EE HEH ARUREETIMAREE., ZEftEBEEESE, thelss Ll LRI MERE T EIM
AREK, BEHERERMAREEMHTEMNAR,

He did it then. He does it now. #l 2 Bil3E B i@ , #h 35 7E th 7] LUE B



Advent is full of surprises. [ZEE 2 M EEM,
MVMT 2: Surprised Shepherds | Luke 2:8-15 % — : E5 MK E AN | BINEZ2:8-15
Back to Luke 2, starting at verse 8 RIZIIRMETE %, F£/\&

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” -Luke 2:8-15
28EHAMEZHHMETRFNAN RBREZFEERETFEHR.,
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CNASXKEXRBHEE HMRMETHE AZ2ETEE,
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21B3BAREB - KB XE B X & HEx MR,

UABEESCREAERER A Lt TXHHMA MY A (FEBSESREHEAN)
2R RXEHFAMMAXIRET HEMABRESR. EMERINEEZBFEFTRNE @
= EXEiETHEMHA

There's nothing more mundane and ordinary in the first century than the profession of a shepherd. This is
astounding, and again, if you were making up a story, this would be the most unlikely group of people
you would ever include. Their testimony would hold little value to the world around them. There's no
advantage for Luke to have this story included in this Gospel account unless, of course, it is, in fact, true.
HEE—HE RETEBRERFEANBEELZRTEENT., S2FTAEEN MA MRMFREHF —ERE,
ERRMETARESEN—#FA, fMERAHARMNERZEHEEE. ER RFIECREEN &
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Surprise. 2

A host of spiritual beings arrive and pronounce that the most significant event in human history is about
to unfold. This is the message to some blue-collar workers in a field in Bethlehem. God shows up in an
extraordinary way to ordinary people. —#BEMXYHR L EMAERELE LRERWEHAHER. &
BEERREGRAIEREN —LEEERHIA, MU—EEANA XM FENLARE,

Not in the capital of the Empire in Rome7~7E £ & 75 B /Y & #B
Not in the epicenter of Jewish worship in Jerusalem. ~7£ BR B #US A ABFFRI D,

As you will see, the people in those spaces will not be left out. (Good News/Great Joy for ALL)
But he arrives to ordinary people like you and me. IEW{R#FE EIH, LS EM A A IS HEERE
o, FFHE/IRELEAMAAN) BHAIRE THRIMEEZRNEBATE,
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Surprise. E=



Could you imagine how seen these shepherds must have felt? Like, of all people in the world, the God of
the universe sees them? fREEEGELERFEABERFMURZE? MEEHLMAEMA FEZHERM
f—#

This is true of us, too. He is not so busy running the universe that he cannot meet you at your most
profound need. Even if you think you are somehow not important enough to be noticed, valued, or seen,
the Advent story is a surprise- he is for you, too! In fact, he had a unique plan and purpose for these
shepherds, and their story would be immortalized in human history. FMth 2a0tt, iR H TN EETF
HMELZMEMREZNEE, EMEABCEEEEELETAEE, TREUBEER. ERSFE
 RERETMMEBHLEFRMEE—HEAMR ! TEL HHELERFAFT—EBFWHEMEMN, i
MRS EARFEANERER LKET,

Wild! BF2F !

But as surprising as the appearance to the shepherds is, the message is even more so: A, #0E R 4%
FANBERBREAZT, EENAEEMS NET:

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.” -Luke 2:10 ERIIfEE
IOMREHMMNR FEER EBEMRMXENER BRAFERM,

| want you to think about this for a moment. Heaven's first public statement about the arrival of Jesus is
that Good News will cause great joy for all the people. ZH B LEFFEIRBEE—T, XEMNFE—BELKES
ERERZREItH E TR, BIFHR, M AMA ATHRREE,

Let's focus on the Good News part. ZH ML EEEEREET L.

| recently went to the Civil War football game with a friend. As we were walking in, there were men at
every entrance with 12-foot signs and bullhorns shouting at every person coming into the game that they
were all going to Hell if they did not repent. The signs were full of the typical sins you see on them.
Everyone was trying to ignore them. Wide berths. Some people mocked them. Most just tuned them out.
BRAMRAR-EZETREBABHEKXRLE, ERMEEEZMEE SEAQRBAEAES 12 %R
MRS HES S HeEEALENAXE, MEMRMFEER, wMARE TR, SEEXTRRTIREEF
AR EE, BEABKBEZEMM, EAbt, BLABKMM. XKEBARZFMMABERRES

| completely agree that sin separates us from God. Both now and in the age to come. The Advent of
Jesus is about your rescue from Sin and death. The gospel is not some passive form of nicety that is a
false politeness to people while they persist in their sin and brokenness. A Savior is born to SAVE YOU.
BEeREFFEHMERI B, BRESBVEEZRK, BHRMEREI A TIHRIEFEEMIE T HZEKH
K, BEFTREETHEEMEERX, HENLERFNEMREMANERER. MHIMHREMRRAST
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But as | walked past the blaring bullhorn, | just kept hearing this quiet whisper: “I bring you Good News of
Great Joy for All the People.” (BEE K EBEZMEST F/EF, E—ERIERNEE "RBRMATRTER
AREMFHER.”



And | wondered... What if these guys put that on their boards instead? What if Luke 2:10, and they took
a page out of Heaven’s book and pronounced: “Good News of Great Joy for All The People. in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” A% F8...... NEREL ANBEREE
BMEMMKR LEEER? MRBNET 2E 108, tMARXELRT—H ES5 AEBRHRKEN
FHR, EABRWE AMMERET —MKE; thEWEDE, 2.7

Do you know what happened to the Shepherds? They became curious. “Let’s go look into this!” {R%&0 18 4%
FABTHES? thfEEFSE. “BMEFHFEERE !

Should we recapture the methodology of heaven?H MR BEXEHBMAXBEMN S ?
Transition: 1&E :

When CS Lewis wrote his autobiography of his journey from Atheism to Faith in Jesus, he titled it
Surprised by Joy ECS-2| 5§ Bt BEMRIEMMFMREMNBER, tiHa2 A" BKERES

Why? Because it was his experience with heavenly Joy. Joy from God and God alone changed his heart.
It wasn’t a rational argument, it wasn’t an intellectual idea, it wasn’t an awareness of guilt and shame. It
was Joy- as Augustine said in Confessions, &{1E ? EAERMERRXESEMERE, REMHEL,
RAMRE THAD, ETF2EUMNRE TR2EENEZE TENAKMERNEH. SHEEE —
INER T HT T FECHE 8% ) R AT ER RO AR AR,

“Our hearts are restless o God, until they find their rest in Thee.” - St. Augustine *
‘i, ZMADERALT, EREMBERIZE,” - BEEHT

Like the shepherds, the Advent story taps into the deepest longing of every human heart to lean in and
say- come, let's go find out what this is all about!? FLR4F A —#x, BREEMHEBERE TEEARNDRIFER
FUBE, BHEMER, R-RE, ERMEFEFEINEZEERSE !

Something deep, hidden, longing in your hearts, in theirs, finds its rest in the arrival of Jesus in your lives.

AERAtFIRD S, H—ERERN. B, BEMNRA, AIRREEIMRMEFTPRIITER,

It is the surprising Joy that Lewis talks about. Beckoning to you, come to the manger, find out what this
whole thing means. It is good news, and you will experience the great Joy you yearn for. 2| 5 &t &7 B9 5L
ERANETNER, RAMEBTF, JEEK EEERGEEREMNE, SREFHR, MIFEBRIRARE
ZHEXEIR.

MVMT 3: Surprised by Joy i E4E =
CS Lewis - Surprised by Joy C S BB T — HEREE

Lewis gives a stunning definition of the “Joy from Heaven.” &2 &R B XEIMELHAE TS AEEY
T

‘I call it Joy... As | stood beside a flowering currant bush on a summer day there suddenly arose in me
without warning, and as if from a depth not of years but of centuries, the memory of that earlier morning
at the Old House when my brother had brought his toy garden into the nursery. It is difficult to find words



strong enough for the sensation which came over me; Milton's 'enormous bliss' of Eden (giving the full,
ancient meaning to 'enormous') comes somewhere near it. It was a sensation, of course, of desire; but
desire for what?...Before | knew what | desired, the desire itself was gone, the whole glimpse...
withdrawn, the world turned commonplace again, or only stirred by a longing for the longing that had just
ceased... In a sense the central story of my life is about nothing else... The quality common to the three
experiences... is that of an unsatisfied desire which is itself more desirable than any other satisfaction. |
call it Joy, which is here a technical term and must be sharply distinguished both from Happiness and
Pleasure. Joy (in my sense) has indeed one characteristic, and one only, in common with them; the fact
that anyone who has experienced it will want it again... | doubt whether anyone who has tasted it would
ever, if both were in his power, exchange it for all the pleasures in the world. But then Joy is never in our
power and Pleasure often is. — C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy

BB AE%. EHE ERHE—REATHRREESE AERAZSEERKBBETEZE FEND
EFRMEE, R REHLEMARREZANERE—RTFIEMMNEEERETERE. R
B BHARIMERREAENRZ, RAEMRANFAENEXNERI(FERFIEXRIHEE
M. OZMER)NEEEEELEREE, X ER—EAREMRE. BEREMIEHEE?...... EHA
BEECBEAEZR, BEAGHWEXRT, SEB—%.... XELHHE HRBRESFEMN SERIZ
FERIBIE LB ERMBERBE.... REBERLR, HAEGMPOREEEMmER.... E=EKEE
MEARRE..... . 2—BRRENEE EAGLHEMEMGREHBESTANEGE, ZB2ASE SHEEER
—EFRRIMEE, BAEEENREESFAK. SRERFREEE AT, LE2E——EREfHE
R, MREAEEREMARNSEREZECHWEE. ... BHER IERMERTMAENEER, £
AEAEMARTERAERNMER LAMANRE, BELKETERMWEZZA, MREEETLL
EEMMEZEZD, —CSERISH, (HELESE)

“Joy is never in our power, and pleasure often is.” "E& K EREHMUVEZZ2 A, MREEE L
EEMMEZEZH"

He distinguishes between the happiness we can manufacture or experience and the Joy with a source
entirely out of our power. fi[&E 5 T H Ml U B S EEMRENTLEHEMENEEMZ L,

The Bible calls this Joy. And it has unique and enduring characteristics because its source is found only

inGod. BXBAESR, CEABEMBANYEE, BACWREREEEMS LK,
Biblical Joy #7 & B2 #& it = 4

“Joy” in the Bible is difficult to define because words feel inadequate. They fall short. It’s like a
combination of Blessedness, Happiness, pleasure, excitement, and fulfillment. But since its source is
God, it is also somewhat alien to our experience here. BETHIE% R#TE, RASERELAR S
, THEER R E, EFMREUIE. EE. RE BEMREMES, ERREWRER®, BHhEREMEE
EREELER,

Some things create all of these experiences. Experiences that are not, in and of themselves, bad. But
they can only point to a more incredible experience; they cannot embody all of what Joy is in and of
themselves. EELRATRTFTHSLER, BRASETRE, BEMREERAES ARLUEEMRE,
EMREREREEELEAFINE,

1. Joy is a “Fruit of the Spirit.”: In Galatians, Paul says that Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. This means
that Joy’s source is God. It is something that you experience in your life as you have a



relationship with God. As you walk with, talk with, and enjoy a life in communion with God, Joy
willresult. 1. ERZIEEMBENRF I EMAKRED, RERSLIEEMREMNRTF. EEKRE
ERMNFEEM, ERMELARTRZHMARIBMEMEEEMNEIR, BEMERRIT. XMRLEZF
ZHMZ BRI LR, NEELESE,

“Fellowship with the Father and the Son is most vivid and sweet, and Christian joy is greatest,
when the cross is heaviest.” 1 —J. |. Packer “& +FE &N ER, EXMEFHEZN AN
HER, EEfNELOUERKM.”1-J. 'HR

2. Joy is not dependent on your circumstances: It is possible to simultaneously experience
bottomless Joy and Great Suffering and Pain. 2. &7 BURATAREIRE Al RERI B R |EM
ELMEXRMEE.

6 “In all this, you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in
all kinds of trials.” -1 Peter 1:6
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This is really important. In this life, we will experience pain and suffering. This is the experience of
every person; it's unavoidable. But the Good News is that you can experience Joy in your pain.
There is a sustaining Joy that cannot be stolen by your circumstances. It cannot be taken away
from you by anyone or anything because it comes from God and God alone. You have a power
that can flow through your life. EEMBEE, FiE— 47, EMELEREENEH, E2EEA
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One of the primary themes of the Apostle Paul’s letter Philippians is JOY. It's all over the letter.
And do you know where he wrote it? Prison. He had access to Joy that no power on this earth
could take away from him. And as he heard about others standing firm in their faith, he
experienced great Joy, even if it cost him his physical freedom. £ R ESEMILLEMNEEE
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The Joy God gives us is transcendent. ##aH M E & 2 BHMN,

3. Joy is not seasonal: “It's the Hap, Happiest time of the year.” For some. For others, it is an
excruciating time. If Joy finds its source in God and is not dependent on your circumstances, you
can also have it this holiday season. As Joy is only found in one person, Jesus. AND Joy is not
found in your circumstances aside from your relationship with Jesus. It is not just for some times
but not for others. ERAF N FH “ER—FPRFRMEFZ, " HR—L, HEMAKR, E2—
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Psalm 1 says that “blessed” or “happy/joyful from God” are the ones who do not walk, stand, or sit
in the way of sin. But delight in the word of the LORD. Meditating on the goodness of God day
and night. The result is that you will be like a tree planted by a constant source of life. You will
produce fruit in season, but you will be sustained in the other seasons when you just endure loss,
pain, and anticipation of spring and summer again. %% 1 B, BRI MM ERNER/Z Y]
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Transition: All of this can be yours...i8%& : 58 — U187 LLZ{RE...

Response:
1. You can come to Jesus- A savior has been born #RaJ LIS SEBR % — St F B8 &

2. You can have this Joy. (If you are not experiencing Joy, get some prayer. | did this week!) {Ra]
LA SRMES., (MRMRERRINSE, Fis. ZEBMT 1)

3. You can be a herald of Good News of Great Joy: Writing Good News Great Joy cards - handed
at the door, stamps, and mailbox at the info center. {RRI LI AKX EREMNFESE SETAELF
F-#ZMOEEL, BEMEAPDREFE,

4. You can invite people to come and see Jesus- Invite them to C-Eve 11,1, 3, 5 {R7I LLEEE A4
RE BRR — B R M2 MEEATR 185,185, 384, 58

Benediction + Closing #lis+#& &
Benediction: #ii&

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. -Romans 15:13

& K & 1513

BEEEAFHENH, REHFERNEL. FXxmMMAOL, EMRMEEEE
MEENDKREHME,



