Romans: A Life of Faith
Week #3: “Good News in Being Bad”
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* As the ushers are receiving the offering, I’d like for you to turn to Romans chapter 1, we’re
going to begin in verse 18 today. (£ IR ZEAIARRAIFEE, Fodir LIRFIZEIESE F551
B, FRAM A R 55 18E BA 4R,

* And let me begin by saying that the passage we are looking at today is particularly
challenging - especially in today’s day and age. B /cFkE s, M5 KEBINIER
RESCHE AT BRI - R AR A B

« But Id to preface this message by letting you know that I have an AGENDA. {HJ&FAE/E IHE B
Z B R RERA — 8 B R 22 Pk,

* My guess is that some of you have wondered that. FAEAE/RAT HHY— 2 ¥ LRI 5EEE,
+ And the answer is YES. I do have an agenda. &£ /&5 EM, BMEEAR —EHE M,

* But it’s not political. {H38 /& BUEM:HY,
* And I think that vast majority of folks who I have pastored the past 25 years would
attest to me not having a political agenda. F&i82yFeih 25 M AR K 2 BN AR
AT LLRE TR A B R,

« My agenda is also not personal. 1 E [F]HL A ZAE A,
* I don’t stand up here week after week with some sort of personal objective or selfish aim.
TAERAR SRS, N i A A B AR B RLAY B AY,
» I do this, I stand here, out of obedience. FkfiELE, FubiEE#H, HHMNEAR,

* See, my agenda, is to take the Bible, which I believe is inspired by God, and unpack it and
explain it, and apply it, the BEST I possibly can, being true to what God has given us, and to
do it in 35 minutes or less. ATLAE, AT #HZEREL, EARMERHBORKIE, 1T5
E, MREE, EME, BIPTHE, BRI TRAM B SRVE, IRHE 1£35 57 S Bl S A AR P A i



« That’s my agenda. 35 Bt 2 F AT E A,

« I don’t simply want to bring it to life, I want to bring it to bear on our lives. F A R EAHGREH 4
fir, FARE AR ETRAM B A

* [ don’t want us to TALK about the way of Jesus, I want us to WALK the way of Jesus.
BT LI AR IRA B BS, Ty BRAMEHRIRAE S,

« I say of this because the passage we are going through today is particularly challenging. F%
AE L PR A 3R A R B S R S B AR B PR

* And it would be easy for anyone to read into what I’1l say, or make assumptions about
what I don ‘t say, and draw some sort of inaccurate conclusion about my agenda. {&:{i] AHE

(A S TR I, o BT SR IO MC A8, SR 5 R 1 A A e e
* So [ want you to be really really clear about my agenda, or my desire, any time I stand here and
teach. AT LAFRAT S A5 TG EE M E IR, IRIMESIE R G R E R, s RE

« Are you with me? {R{"H H 0 2

« Now. Before we start reading, let me also say this. BLfE, TEFABHAAE A, FERER— T

« Some people want these verses to be about something they’re not. £ £t A\ fr 5238 Luf S R A B

fiff .z S+,
« And my experience is that those people tend to be Christians. FHUREER & AL ANFEFE S KBS
s

* Then there are others, who disagree with them, and they choose to either ignore, or dismiss
what these verses say. & A H M A AR EATTAOBTES, SR 201 sl 38 2405 Be e Sl
AL o

* BUT, Nobody wants these verses to mean what they really mean, and talking about what it
really means isn’t exactly a crowd pleaser. {Hj&, %A A A 255 i8R EMA EIERE
B, B BB IR S 00N T8 A BUR KR

* Because, what this is really about is something no one wants to hear. [Kl 2, 35 B K /2B 7

A NRE TSI,

« I recently asked a group of people what it FEELS like to be WRONG. &t T —REA, B
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« And the answers vary to that question. & i [ BHIY A R4 A AH A,
» People say shame, or anger, or frustration. AMERZEHL. THR . JHHE,

« But that’s actually not the answer. {H38 B S E A 2E R,

]

» Being wrong FEELS exactly the same as being RIGHT. {4t & 8BS _E R et — b,

* When you’re wrong about about something or someone, you don’t know it, until someone

points it out. & RSBl I A SRR, fRE A HNE, BEEAA ARHE,

« Up until that point it feels exactly like being right. Il H fij2 11, B A4 & ¥,
« And here’s something I’ve learned about people. & f&FeAE M AR FRELF ) —LE UG,

« No one likes being told they are wrong. %A N B & At Z S5,

* Imagine this. We haven’t seen each other for a while. Maybe we haven’t seen each other,
EVER, (cause that’s the relationship between Paul and the Roman church) ¢ And I walk up,
and say, “Hey D AR — T, BlMA — BRI A R, WErEAMe sk iz A R,
(R 235 b PR FN RIS 2808 2 [RIAIRALR) « F ik bR, SR, “hf !
« How are you? RIS 2
« Can we talk about something? FA v] LLER RIS 2
* I need to tell you something. F& 45 FF/R—1F 55,
* You’re wrong! {R&5 1 !
» Not just a little wrong. You’re really wrong. A~ - & —B/Ne, IREAEE T
« Whatever you might think about yourself...you’re wrong. & {K/E]S Tﬁuf’]” HO.. /RE Elljfji
I

* In fact, not just wrong, but actually, and I feel horrible having to tell you, you’re also bad.

HE L, MEESE T, MEHEE L, TAREEMEFHFIR, R,
« And not just kind of bad. Really bad.” A~J& A BAEHE, M 2RERIFEES,
« This is NOT the way to win friends and influence people, right? & A~ J& s AH A FnsE 284 A

Y53, B 2

* Unbelievably, what we’ll see today is that as Paul writes this Roman church about having a
vibrant faith, he starts HERE. 5 N#ELIEE R, M4 KETE 2, & IRESE GRS
G am M HEA FeImiE ) BB IR, thAeiE #REH A,

« He starts by telling them, “People FEEL right, when they are ACTUALLY wrong.” il & 5%



EFR, < AMPUBSEEY, (B LA R0,

« Now, the question is Why does he start this way? BL1E, FRE Rt 2418 H 58 Ff 7 2CBH AR1E 2
» What’s up? 3& & /B JER] 5 2
« Could things really be that bad? F+% E (1958 JEEAERERS <

« Isn’t faith supposed to be positive, and good, and light, and wonderful? {5 {JI/~EFL 2 FEIRAY, 4F
Y, SEIHRY. SERDEIIS 2

* And here’s the deal. These aren’t just words on a page. Not just an ancient letter. 55 J& [F/&E T

fE. SERME R ST, R R R,
» This is the inspired word of God. & /& TR I REAE o

« In other words, what’s written, is not an accident or interesting, or good literature. #21)3555%

, TR RN BRI e AR, B i O SO R A

« It is the truth of what God says about humanity, and the reality of our situation with him. 3&

FEARETRR A BRI H I, 2 TRAMT A A A B ) AR
*«Andit STARTS, in a heavy place. & &/t —EUTEH T HIBH4A,

» Why, if you’re trying to encourage people to have faith, would you begin so negatively? 2 {1JiE,
A R AR A B S AT IE 0, R G A b 7 A L BA A8 <2

« Could it be that there’s actually GOOD news in being bad? 1 & 1EUE A 41 BN 2
* Could it be that all of this wrongness we’re about to see, is actually, where we find the

good. #EIEFAM B BIRIPT A E LR, TR e B3 B B a2

* We’re going to read something we don’t talk much about these days - something we don’t
think about much these days, but something that is no less true THESE days that it was in
THOSE days. FA"1 5255 4 TR A 5 B9 R PE - — 225 5 PR B AR R B,
{HIE LB PR A FIAE R e e — B

Romans 1:18 753 1:18
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.

18 [KI 2 O ASAE R EBAIAE — O RN N B b, AR A= 25 T JRR ) =L

 Every now and then you sit down with a friend, a spouse, a child, whoever. You sit down with
someone whom with you think you re fine...all good...only to discover we re not all good. W
ANIRFHIFI A, B, £ A0 E— i, IRFN—(EIREE AR LB NAALE—ifL... — G0ETARAT...
A7 B A R HAR S



s You know what I'm talking about? {RFIEFKAERRAT EENG ?

* As the conversation moves forward you begin to realize that whatever rift might be
there, is far bigger far greater than expected. V&= 75N, IRBHAA BRI EMA 57
Iz, Ja FEFRAM LA B RG22,

* If you really love this person, what do you do? (After you defend yourself and argue for
a few minutes.) ANRAREA)ZE—(EN, FREEEM 2 (EIR 24 B CRHRECGVD %5 fif
U, )

* If you find out things are really really bad, then you get serious about doing something.
ANSRAR B E SR EAOESARRY, (Rt & 58 AR e 1

* Paul tells us the WRATH of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness. PR#EE SR EAMARAIRLS, MK ERHE—VIARAXPINE L.

« Now the Greek word he uses for Wrath - orgai fL7F 77 i SCHE A A E XI5 JE - orgai
« It’s an emotive word, It’s wild. It’s fury. 35 & HIR R EE MG HIE, JRIERY, ERR,

* Which means this, God is not mildly annoyed, looking over the top of his glasses, asking us to
settle down. 8 &R AR —RAVES, NREMIREI R 1B T 2%, ZRIMERL 2 H,
» This is ANGER. & &84,

« But it’s not because he’s that’s God’s posture - generally. {H38 A~ /& (K At & LA & 157,
T A
* God isn’t grumpy, irritable, or in a bad mood. /&5, BURK, 1EEEIE AL,

« This verse points to something very specific...a reason. 3= fIE Fa{ 2 A5 R KFHIM... —E 5K,

« It says His anger burns toward men, who by their unrighteousness, suppress the truth. ‘& &% ] &
FORSRIM N BER, AR A2 N, B EHZ A,

« Suppress. i,
« There’s a picture being painted. 35 #Z &% —iE =,
o It’s like this...theres this thing over here that we re trying to get rid of...hide it, stuff it, get rid
of it. HGUERK.. ALERTNER 2k, TAMABERZ .., RS, #E, Fh,
* We shove it, pack it, smash it, stomp on it. FMERE, W E, BEE, BRMEE.
* And we walk away, and it starts creeping out, springing back... {55 FAMHREH, ‘€6t & iy v b
B sk,
* So we go back...and we do it again. F>&FAMEIEK .. HOLLRTAY P45 — .

* Paul tells us that the wrath of God is revealed, because THIS, is what we’re doing with the

TRUTH. {RAES FFFAT PRI A BAM B, (K28 B sl & iE R =AY,



« There are things that are true about God - humanity, suppresses them. B fAf# I EAH, AJE,
EIEHE,

* There are things that are true about ourselves - things God says, we just keep sweeping

under the rug. BARFAM B CHIEAR, #HETRRAYE L, TR ERmBIMEE T i,

* There are things that are true about the relationship between us - nope. not going to listen. [

AN ELN Z T BRI A, A, FRAF A B,
» We suppress...and God’s wrath increases. A" BEHi].. fH BRI EIE .,

* Now, the typical human response is to either get defensive or evade responsibility. A ¥} i BRI
[ % B R s R AT,

* My kids did this when they were young. FWIFET- 1AM /N REf L 2 B B,

1'd tell them to clean their rooms. ¥ MM EFEERMA 5 R,

* And then I'd check their rooms. 1% AE kg 2 AMAM 155 [ -

* And I'd walk in, and it might look like a perfectly made bed in a war zone, and they’d call
it clean. FEMEERIRHEE, B RBIRGAGE T —58G 8, (B ME s 2 5
BRI

* And I'd say, “This isn t clean. You need to do this...and this...and this...” &R, “A, 18

A B, AR TR EAOE L. S .. A A,

* To which they’d say, “But dad, you didnt tell me to...” gk, “H2&, &8, KRE
HarHAMfeELE..

* To which I would say, “I did when I told you to clean your room!” &, AL FFIRAM
S P P IR L LA AR 1

» Paul moves forward and answers us before we can even utter the words, “But dad...” {RFEE—H

T VS RAEBA LA R SR B S,

Romans 1:19-20

19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.

So they are without excuse.

RS 1:19-20

19 #PEgF0E, APTRERNER, B EN LR, FOyMELeamNIZY] . 20 B E KL
ok, MEZKBERIARE R TR, BARAREN, (EAENGZY, W LIBEA, AT
AIHEE

» We are without excuse. A EZAFE 1,

» Enough of God has been revealed - we call this general revelation - for us to be guilty. .



FEEEA 2 2 I R - FRAMARIE 2 il i 2% L IIRIOR - B IRMA R .

* [ once read an article by an atheist woman on why she’s raising her son to be an atheist.

A R — (7 A i i 2 B — RS R b 2% P T HH — B Ao iy - AR SO

* When describing her dilemma, she said it all began when he started, without
prompting, asking her questions about God. & WAEfRFEMAY R 2ERE, A —
CIBRAEHY, R AR, a5l 7 B 4 ¥ 50 0 BE A A B R,

* She’d never told him, but he began to explore and wonder. Wit %A 5 7FML, (& fhAl
PRAG=REFNER R,

* Her decision at first was to allow him to journey for himself. i B84k P RHEEE 1R 4%
H R H O,

* But she later decided to choose for him, and send him on his way. {5 &% AR & ZAL
A/ EIRAE

* And as I read... Do you wonder why your son, living in your home, where he's never
heard of God, suddenly began to explore the things of God? & 8%, “IRE At
JEARED G-, ETEAEIRA, ARG, ApIhatskpp?

* From the innocence of a child, to a majestic peak, to a sunset over the ocean, you don’t have to
look far, or think long, and your heart and mind turn to God, and what is true. ¢ K5 801
7, BliESEM LA, BRI ERA G, ARG RE, RE, RIOHE S A&
), 3B f& 2R E

« But we suppress the truth. {2 FAM AR =2

» Maybe you wonder how How do we suppress the truth? 5 f/R & AR FAM B8 € BE | E2EE 2

« Paul continues and he paints a very vivid and clear picture. PREEMETE MG T — B4 BN
LR AT
* And, he develops a pattern. fth 5§ & fH—FEAR

* Three times a specific word is used. Three times. And it’s followed, three times by a
something that God does in response. & fERFAIAYGER#H T =R, =K, 1 B =R HH
HRIE1E T — L,

« Three times, this word, “Exchange” is used. =X, & @7, “A# #% FH £I,
* Trade. Swap. A%, 2H#h,

* We have something, something good, something true, and we approach the counter, and we

swap it for something that isn’t. FAMTA LR VY, —LL47 50V8, H ARG, FMEHz, HEMA



SO AR B,

* It’s like having a brand new, paid-for, car, and pulling onto the dealers lot and trading
it for 79 pacer with a payment. S5AGTAMNAE —AHTHY, TERINE T HRBOTHE,
TAMHLE BBV HAT, EAZHR— 0794 BRI A G BB E 7

Paul says, you EXCHANGED something good, for something that absolutely isn’t. Pr#
A, AR — B R0, EAT IR — B WA RERE A A A G .

» First exchange, V.21 55— B2 #2, ZE21%H

Romans 1:21-23

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him,
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God
for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

MRS 1:21-23

21 ROABATT SR A& fR, 20 VR4, AR, AT SN g%, oM
HODEEEIT T, 22 BFRNEER], ST B, 23 BAREFIIA MRS, AR, 1
WA, Fo &L S B RERER.

» The first exchange has to do with our minds, our intellect. & —1# A # /& HFAMBUAETE, FRiM
HIHARA,
» We knew God - we have knowledge of God. FAMFRak#M - Tl A EHhr F5k,

« But we become futile in our thinking - and our hearts get dark. {HJ&FAARRIELE - Tl
1YL FE b A TR T

« He goes on, saying we claim to be wise - but then we become fools. FrRiE &G, FMMZEMmTH
BERY - AR5 B R,

» We exchange what we KNOW to be true about God, for what we THINK should be true
about God. FAM FHFAM P e i) B A feh B9 AR 25 AS AR AM DL 2% O Bl A A A =LA,

 We remake God in our own image. We decide what will be true. Fe/MLAFAM LLZ& RO 5
TR, B E B & AR,

» We limit God. We define God. FeA[RHI#H, FeifME i,
* We make the decision that in order for us to Trust God then he has to make sense

to US. FAT FIRAER, & 1 BTG, e 2RI .

* In our wisdom we decide to think deeply, explore philosophically, and eventually re



categorize God in a way that makes sense to us. {EFAMHYRE E M, FAMk e85
N, BRER LR, Fof A BRI 7R FAM mT LABE AR f) i [

« We exchange the TRUTH about God, for our own ideas of what should be true of him.(p) F/fH
FREY L HAZHATRAM B O30 2% B 1 S

* How many times have you heard someone say, “I can’t believe in a God who...?” Or “My God
isn’t like that.” or, “I won’t believe in a God, who, doesn’t, make, sense.” A 2/U Ik Fe /M5
BIRIAGR, “TRMIEAS M. B2 B0 “RIVMAMEZIERK .~ B,  “J Mk
FAME MR B B, 3B B,

« To who? Doesn’t make sense to who? You? #IFENE 2 ¥iaEsk s A G #ETIE ? /R 2

» We exchanged our minds, what we knew to be true about God, for What we thought was

reasonable. FAMHE M ASHRE, EHERAT T AR, S ARLEER MR 2 & & 1 BEERIFE A,
 WE are where truth begins and ends, not God. FA" ¥ & EHEERA AT RAVIREA, RNiEpf,

« We exchanged - and told God, “I think I’ve got this. I think I know better.” Fff" 2 a7 (&
y H ﬂﬁ*qﬂ “?:japu[_‘ %ﬁa% EI T %EﬁﬁglﬂﬁT ’

» Which leads to the next exchange - the exchange of our worship. 35 & EFHAM T —E A2 #t
- BAMHCFE R AZ 4L,

Romans 1:24-25

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring
of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie

and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen.

MG E1:24-25

47T LAEEMA, 2F OENERITIEHENE US ks EaC S
5,

5 MMM E TSRS ER EMEFREZEZY AHEIRED T L
DA R = BN R 21 v A [

« When deciding what is true is left to us, what do we do? & % $8& /& F B AM sl e i B, FoA™ /5 e
g 2

» We look around for meaning. FAME/E A E %,
* We look for things to fill us. FeA=-14H Eiﬁﬁiﬁfﬁéﬁﬂ Eﬁﬁ@

« Worship is hardwired into us. #CFEZ i AFAM N



« We will worship something. FAM & s HAH 24,
« We long to be satisfied by someone or something other than ourselves. F A" &2 HA"
Z AN N B S RE S i 2 AT

« Which is why idolatry exists. 38 it /& 21 EBGSZFETE,

« We aren’t talking about wooden statues or marble carvings. FAM A Z1ER R ABEMAIE, SR
AR,

» We’re talking about anything that we place our trust in. Anything that we determine to be an
ultimate thing, something we MUST have. FAM #kam00 2 AR FAAIE L HBAEDR_EAYR
Vi AT FAM 5 A5 025 BEAT ) f K RE RR AT o )2 ) 3RV

» We do that - with our time...energy...resource...we worship things we hope will satisfy us. F%

(24 - FEBFRAMTAOREF], AEIE, IR - AR IR L F A A S Al J TR A,

* cars, houses, jobs, identity, relationships, anything and everything...hoping to fill the void.
B, B, TR, S, 4528, AR S A R A A,

* We exchange worship of the creator for worship of the creation. FAM ¥ A& 3= FUAICHE A HL i
A&,
« And no wonder we’re empty. FEEEFRAM & 22,

» (I told you this was going to be fun today, didn 't I?) (2 AiteBhE /R4 KEeRAEE, 2R
=)

« We exchanged what was true, for our own intellect... FiM I EELAZ B AL FAM B ) 7 &,

* We exchanged worship of God, (because you can’t worship a God you disagree with), for the
worship of things around us. FRAFTHIEFRAYEFEE (K 2R ANRERFE — EIR AR FEIRIR) , 22 #R
RS A 5 12 RO,

« And then, Paul says, we exchange what is TRUE for what we ‘FEEL’ is true. $8t%, fRi#aR, M
MEFE AWM B B4R,

Romans 1:26-27

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another,
men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for
their error.

MRS E1:26-27

26 [X] b FR AT 28 i A7 M e R R HD B9 IS RK MM R 2o N, R NE PR Y N R, B 2
UKD



LN O R K K B, Bk Ik AR, B R AT A
J: AL

27 B Nt 2 an gk, = M
) %—?%%’E‘E’J%&F

70 B Sk AE A

ﬁu /Um

-
=

* Paul uses the most challenging example he could possibly use in describing this final
exchange, but it’s not for the reason you might think. fR#EfE T fth 5EAR 2 B Ak
B PR ) T SR A (R DR 35 i 12 AV T AR, ELAIE AN 2 AR AR SR

* Some think this is challenging because this is a sensitive subject in our culture - but it’s
always been a sensitive subject A N8 A HRBA R 2% 38 J2 T & 4 S0 b AR B
JERARE R - BLHE S — EL R — UK nﬁaﬁo
» That’s not what makes this difficult. 38 i% & K #EFTTE,

* There is no place in our life where the line between what FEELS right, and what IS right is
more difficult to discern than issues of sexuality. FAA=my H 9% A LL Ak ) R RE 5 EEEH] 45
e AN L R AR

* There are many areas of life where something might feel right, but there’s also a simultaneous
sense that it may not actually BE right. FA"4=an AR 2 7 1 rT REEE. (A, {HLIRIRE 3 5
PO EEIEH,

« But in other areas, this perception is far more subtle, far more difficult to discern. {HAEH

Y558, BN D, IR,

« Paul picks one of the most complicated examples of this. FrEHkEEE (8 Fc B AR B H,
* Let me explain. 7B KT,

» For a period of time, Cheri and I lived in a community with a high concentration of gay
couples. 5 — B[], 5 Ei AN e (L AL — {18 [F) AR 22 A0 FE R
* Our neighbors. FAHIHEE,
* People we barbecued with. TiF A" —iE BBOHI A,
» Folks we walked dogs with. FnEAM— & IHI A,
* People we would sit and have meaningful conversations with. FNFEA" A T2 —ikd
afam A ERI N

* In fact, I venture to say that I probably have, and have had, more gay friends than the vast
majority of people in my line of work. F'E I, Fe ] LIKMERIRRI G &KMBLFE, ALk
T A ] A 5 22 1 [RI MR A

* And weve had a lot of frank conversations about the reality of being gay. FAM G IR E
H BT Rm R — (Bl R B

* Here's what I have heard time and time again: T— ¥R X — R MFEER)E AJ5E



« The FEELINGS are real. 55 fii 88 L BB 1Y,

» The decision of what to do with those feelings, is completely theirs. ‘Bz & AR RCE 52 2 2
MEIR E
« But the feelings are real, and complicated. {HJEE & BB Y, M SCAEHER,

* The line, between discerning what is right, and what feels right, is so difficult to determine in that
situation - and, in so many others. B F 182 (E gAY R EfMERAY AR, (EE i IR
#153 - HAhFF L than i,

* So when Paul goes here, to this example, he chooses one of the most difficult examples to
communicate one of the most devastating exchanges: & PRHFE(E I, T&HE [ EF, fhEess
A VR EE RO [T R 2 — A A28 — {18 e BB ) A2 Ha -

* We exchange what FEELS right, for what IS right. F/fHEE8E (EMEDDFIE E EMER) 22 i
I

= =

« Think about how many times our feelings have confused matters? AE45 4 % /DR BAM ) = i
HAG G R 2

« Im not saying feelings aren’t real. k%A FEREANEEEN .

» But think about the effects. {HARAR 2L

« How many times have you heard someone say, “It felt right at the time.” ? A /U ¥R fKE&
BB AGR, B RS IERER . 7

* Do you know when people say that? {RE13E 1 EERFEE A58 ARG ?
 When they realize it felt right, but it WASN’T right. & & i & 5% 2I B8 1

filery, HE AR IR,

* There are places where everything inside of us says something is right, the way it’s supposed
to be, and as HUMANS, ALL OF US, we exchange what is TRUE, for what we FEEL is
true. 1R 707 M HE M N R IERER, ApUEZRENK, miEAAN, EMPraA, &
A D B ) T o PP B I e A

* We, SUPPRESS the truth. Ff", BEMHIEH,

* The Result? fi& H0E 2

» There are three exchanges, and three times, Paul says, and as a result: “God gave them up.” A —f&

ASHA, T =IR, DRFER, SEAUE, “MEEARMT. >

* The third time, in verse 28: & =7k, 7E288iH



Romans 1:28

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased
mind to do what ought not to be done.

RS 35 1:28 Mt {1 BE 28 i B A BB Ak Ah, AR sk A HR A0 T 1F OIS R B L, AT R 2B
& P,

* God gave them up. F{T-EAth{M,
» Let me help us understand what this is saying. EFKRE B T — T EEERTE,

* Imagine a man or woman, in a river, being swept downstream, and someone grabbing
them and holding on. 188 —8 5 NSz N, ERFRGARGEM T, —E AINEMATAR
BT

* It’s a raging river of chaos that is the result of their own choosing and
decisions. FLEEMAT B FAISERR E R — (R a2 iR RLZ
i,

s He's fighting, holding, but they are fighting against him. A5 NTER™, AT, (AEEKH
A ER A R
* So, eventually, he releases his grip. PTLA, Fcié, MUEBH T F,

« That’s the picture. 38 gt &35 [H 5 A = M,

* God has watched as humanity has rejected him. ff—[E &R AFH, #EIR AT —E 4L,
* And, He, lets, go. ATEL, 1, T T .

« He gives them up. fTEEARAIAT S .
« We will we be swallowed up, consumed, overtaken. B/ & gl 770, ¥ERE, FTHL,

« Paul continues, and he describes the culture around them, and it might as well be ours. FRFEMNETE,

f it LE A JE B B S, BRERMAVIR G,

Romans 1:29-32

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They
are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers,
haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31
foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that
those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to
those who practice them.

M5 1:29-32
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IEBE L B EEEFERN EE KRR,
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« Do you know what is tough about this list? /R %13 52 {# #1] B8 A7 2% EREER 2

« It might as well have my name in it. #2FAI4 FHAE L,
* And yours too, right? {REJHLE, B RE 2

* There isn’t one of us who can’t find at least one thing in that list that is true of us at some

point or another. MM FZ A — {8 AN AEFLL R 21T 738 (83 1 L2 —{EIRITHY,
« Paul levels the playing field. PREEHET- T WEBL RIS HE,

« In one paragraph Paul says, We are ALL a part of this. 7£i5 — B¢, fR#ERR, FRAMESZH
) — 4

» Do you realize what he is saying? /K& ik 2 EFR AT BN 2
« This is bad. {HIARKE,

« This situation? 33 f# {3 2
» It’s worse than you think. FEARAEAR A FORE,

* You - as much as culture says we aren’t allowed to say this - you, are wrong. {iK, HEIRFAHY
AT AT E R, - HRAR, 55T,

» Humans, are broken. A, J&MHERY,
« Humanity is WRONG. A% /& Fati,

* Question: Why would anyone, trying to encourage people toward a life of faith, start with

this? R : 2 88— E R i A M A SR ETRRI N, & LIOE Bt B AARTE 2
» In December I signed up for Ironman Arizona - this coming November. 1E 5+ — A, ikt T
A A R EE RIS AN SN LT

« It was more of a wake up call than ambition, if I'm honest. FE IR, WA IRA L
T B A R S TR A IR

* A few years of inconsistent exercise and bad diet prior to the pandemic 15 many
of us seemed to put on, I realized I had been on a slow slide of decreasing health.



TESZ NG HIH A AR 1A B Eh S A R RERVR R, TR BLIRA AR
TERHERY T,

* So I thought, “What better way to get better than sing up for one of the most
difficult races possible?” T&AR, AT LG A A S O 2R B0 RE R M
BERRHIWE 2

* But it reminded me of my brother Mike. {H &35 i FeAEB TR L2p 250,

* In 2009 he walked into his Dr. s office and was told he’d not walk in five years...bad. 7F
20094F, fAYBE A M, A TRk e AR T, S R,

* Overweight, unhealthy, on blood pressure medications, and headed for an early demise,

he realized that gravity of his situation. 8, ANEERE, A AL MEELEY), e m)
=, R R AR e EL

Picture - Mike 2009 & i 2009F- 1550

* He knew he had to do something. 018 2 ZE e 8E,
* He decided he’d do an Ironman. ik &M NNEE N L2,

* And over the next several months he lost 60 Ibs, quit smoking, and continued to work

hard. {E3E T AR A AL, M8 T 60k, 7 T 5%, FriROESD,

* Eventually getting off of all blood pressure medications, he started completing smaller
events 1% AR YA L LBAZEY) T, I H B ARTER/ NI LR,

» When he started he couldnt do 10 mins on an eliptical trainer.% L BHAGHIRRGE, A~
RE PR BT LI W 1057 4,

* But after battling through injuries and the hard work of getting in shape, he finished his
Sfirst Ironman. ABJEAEEREER) 2 GG FNGES 2, fhoe Rl T 25— SIS L3R,

Picture - Ironman 2014 & 7 ——201455 \ LL 3

* [f you called Mike up right now, and asked him if he’d trade the life he has, for the life he had,
what do you think he’d say? ARAIREBLEERAS w FT 55 A A0 B ZE LU B E A AR TS 2R
it CLRTAYAETS, (RSSO E a2

» The only reason he got there is because someone pointed out just how bad things were. [t

ARAR I ME— FOJFU KTt S A7 N A5 AR SR E A 2R,

« See, strangely enough, that’s the story of the cross. &, ArIERHUE, +F2RH St & anit,



« Paul’s not done with his letter here, and neither are we. {R#EE S LR A B 55,

* But here, we have to stop and reflect on the cross, because that’s where he’s headed. {H.

FEAEE A RS T AR B 2R, K2 AR MR AT T 2R a5,

« We are so broken that we can’t even recognize our brokenness. FA™ &2 b BOfl % FA™
HERAGERGRE B AT,

* We feel right, even when we are wrong. FAM & 15 B Ce B, RIEFAMELESE T,

* As Dallas Willard states, “We’re flying upside down and don’t even realize it.” BEf% 2ERL BT - BUER
A CRAMESR N BRAT, JAMEEAFIE. 7

» And yet we are so loved, that even in our broken condition, even in our wrongness, we are
extended grace, and forgiveness, and peace with God. fE[FEF, FelMan by, &% EFAM
A RERN SRR, AP ke M L, 4R, FnB AN 4T 1P %

« That is the good news in being bad. & Bt EFA AR F AV LFHE .,

« The doorway to wholeness is unlocked when we admit our brokenness. & FAMAFEFAM AL IE,
[ SE A A E B F TR T,

« This is why I believe communion is so critical. & L& T 21 R 2 B A IR 5
« It’s why Jesus had us do it. 35 & 21T HEH ik 2 HAM i 22
* See, every time I take the bread and the cup and press them to my lips, I’'m recognizing that I’'m

not Christian because it’s intellectually congruent with my ideas, or that it validates my
feelings. Every time I come to the table, I’'m reminded that I was swimming in a river, formed

by my own chaos, and I needed rescue. &, FERFLEZEGAMENE S, FontilakalH 2
IRl 2 FE B BB B AR, S IR 2 b%ﬁﬁi&‘ﬂﬁumﬂﬁﬁi%%’g‘ﬁo TR BB R 55,
HA AR IR AT B EE’JLEXE’J( aL HEK, B IR

* I’'m a sinner, who needed saving. £ & —{lH 75 ZRHE A TE A,

« And I have a savior, who did, just, that. FA& —{ER T, HR0E 7K.

« Communion B2

* Benediction fiiiE



