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Hearing God in the Wilderness: From Slavery to Wilderness
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Message 152
e Father’s Day RFHEN
* Ron and the girls. Z&B %M,

» Today we are continuing in a series that my friend Bo started for us last week called “Hearing God in the Wil-

derness.” SRBEMEERAL Bo LIBAKMMRN—EEA“EEHE" NWARIIER.
e And | think it’s an important series for two reasons: FKRBEE—EEEZNRIIEMERRA:

e First, It’s important because there are a lot of questions about ‘hearing God’. B4, EREE, RABRZH
RRIE LT IIRRE,

e Just this past weekend my mom was telling me that my 4 year old nephew had asked her if she every heard
from God. ®ifE LEAR, HBHESHE, 4 mNEFEMESSHEDT LFHNES.

* After she told him she did in fact hear from God, he proceeded to ask her, “How?” e “How do you hear God,
Gigi?” SR MEERS] T EFNE SR, MESRM: “BEKR? T« YRNEEER LHFNEE, 557 7

* So she began describing her experience of hearing God and the various ways in which she discerns God’s

voice. REMFIIAIIAIERE] EHAEENRHE L HBRENEEL .

» Well, a few minutes later, he gets a deep raspy voice and starts talking about the ‘depths of the oceans’ and
why they were created. IR, #oiE%E, MEE—EMINDIDES, REHHR BFHRE UREMERIGHNERR.

* Then, to clarify, He says to my mom, “Gigi, that wasn’t God. That was just me.” %1%, & 7755, MEIFLHIE
#, “Gigi, LR LTF. AEREHK. ~

e And as humorous as that story is, | found it remarkable that at the age of FOUR, a human being is asking
questions about ‘hearing from God.” EE EEMEBEUIEL, EFREBIR—EAE 4 BERRIEL TER  RELTHOE
= NEE, BRT .



» But do we ever really get the answers to the questions we are asking? EEMEEAESESENSE T MR

B EZ?
e The comedian, Lily Tomlin said this:ZElI}& & %% - ;54K (Lily Tomlin) 53 :

“Why is it that when we speak with God, we call it prayer. But when God speaks to us, we call it crazy?” “&ft
EEBRME LFRERN, BMBzAES. B2 LFHRMRER, KMR—TE2Rm 7?7

.

» Somehow those words will flow from my lips; I'll describe hearing from God. AR&I/EH), BLEZUEHBEERL

B oA £ AR RIRY

e But when YOU do it, it kind of weirds me out. {BR2E{ISIEMAE, AERSEIRE.

IF

* All that to say, | think there’s a need from some clarity around hearing God. #z AR, BAMRIREE F HHIEZEM

E, RHRATEREBFEN T,

o Like, “What do we hear?” tball, “FIEEEI7THE? ~
e And, “Why do we hear?” &%, “HfAtEER? ~

e Or, “How do we hear?” =&, “Ef9u0f5zz)? ”

» And the second reason this series is important is that word “wilderness” that we have included in the title. 2~ &

NEENE _ERASHMEZEFE SN B —E.

* Much of life is littered with wilderness wanderings. 4 &R AE D IERIE e R B BEEA,
e Seasons of the unexpected. HFERAIZEET,

e When things don’t go as planned. &H15 28118 1EITH,

» And our human sensibilities tell us that if we've entered into a wilderness season, we've exited God’s presence.

BAASBRRBERIM, MRBFEN T EENZET, HMMEER T ESNEE.
e We associate wilderness with abandonment from God. FFISIEEFEL F FHEEM BT i,

e When, on the contrary, the Bible seems to tell a different story about wilderness, and why it’s there. &858

K, BENFBERT —ERERERETONE, URERTEEITENRRA,

* So this series is an attempt to adjust our understanding around these two ideas: FTLAEE R 55 BRI FH ¥ E
MBS AROIERE :

e First, that God is speaking. B, LHEHRE.
e God CAN be heard. FJLAREZI FBRIBE,

 And Second, that he might actually be heard more CLEARLY, in the wilderness. )R, EmEF+, #EME EFIAE
DWEFRHERE,

* Which brings us to our text today. $XRRIAEX,

« If you have your Bible, I'd like for you to turn to Exodus chapter 19. WRIRAEAS, 7 LEIRENZILIRRET 19
=,

* As you might have guessed, the narrative we are about to look at takes place in the wilderness. IEWERIEEE

BRI, BfIREERANEEEERE D,



* And, it takes place in a very well known, famous, wilderness. MH, BEELETE—EIEEZERHN. EBNIEEFH,

e The people of Israel have been liberated from slavery in Egypt, but that liberation has landed them IN THE
WILDERNESS. DA ASHetR MAVIGREI RRZRL 2, (BALRERIUE PR S IEE

e And IN THIS WILDERNESS they have remarkable encounters with God. 7538 S IEEF R, b{F9Ed B AIENAIAE
EO

* Exodus 19 describes one of these encounters. ¢ HiRKEC 19 R T ELEEZ —,
* And through this narrative we see three things. BIBEEMA, FHMER T =14,
» We see: HIEE]:

e A MOMENT in the wilderness. BEEFHRIFZI.

e A REMINDER in the wilderness. BEEFHAIIZER,

* And a VISION in the wilderness. M KBBEFHHES/ 2%,

e A moment, a reminder, a vision. F%Zl. 122, ER/EX%.

* So we are going to walk through the passage, and start by talking about: EItt, FHFIHGEEZERE, WS 7RG
/=E

A moment in the wilderness BEEFHRA A %l

e Lets’ start by reading in verse 1: EH M ScFBAES —

Exodus 19:1-3 HiR&5E19:1-3

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came
into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they
encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God.
The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the

people of Israel:

1 ABFIALRRIMAE, W7 =ERAMNB—X, MRIERIEEF, 2 8T FIHEET, REFROMBEE, MERE
MIWLTRE, 3 ERZIMIRE, ERMERIL LITE4ER, “RESHRSHFHESR, BMmUeIIA:

* | want stop there and unpack this first part. FBGIEEEEAXRH — .

* And | want you to notice, that they’ve been in a the wilderness for 3 months at this point. {REJEETEZ, UE

IANSEEBE=EHT.

e 12 weeks. + 38/

e And THEN, they come to Mt. Sinai. #A1&, X7 HE

» THERE they set up camp. A& ZE T,

e And THEN, Moses went UP the mountain. A ER FEARSE
» Now, because of the language, 215, FIREEEIEMREA,

e and the culture of the day, tHFFXXLEIATE,

* we miss some critical nuance to what is taking place. FfiEsk T —LE R EER/)\ER,



* This is stated very matter of factly, like “Well, they camped out and Moses went up the mountain and met with
God.” BAEREEERRSE, "RiE, fixE, ERLILENHER., ~

* But there’s far more going on here than what is summarized in a few sentences. E& &RFALiIE—M A FTERAY

EZNEBFEL,
» Moses has made a decision in the wilderness. EFREIEEF P T —ERE .,
* He has made the decision to pursue a MOMENT with God. R EHERSRFImE—#C,

* If you study ancient cultures you discover some similarities as it relates to their worship. WR{REH XXM H

7 RS IR L X R HERTFF BRI R,

* Whether it be Mayans, Egyptians, Sumerians, or, Babylonians you see this same structure. A &m2IEH X, &

%, #EMELSEBLMXER, REAEH—LERNEE.

* You see Ziggurats, you see pyramids. #HG&FIEREIE

e Man made structures that take you up...they elevate you. ELEEBIREIE AT EE.
 And what do they mimic? EfHZRHEEIE?

» They mimic mountains. fhffISEES L,

e In other ancient cultures, it was literal mountains that were considered holy. FEEMANE XV H, SR EE
FRECAY

» So imagine this. PTIAFMIEBIE—T,

* You've reluctantly accepted the task of leading a people group out of slavery. {RANIBEERIIES T #4E—BE AR BH
Wi

* You've witness God miraculously deliver them. {R¥RERE R 7 1 AR IERRIR T 01F9 .
* And now, you’re find yourself in a desert. MIREIRER B S ERERIMT,

» A wilderness. Fi2EMEET.

 And while you're there, God provides water. T{EiE#E, HIRENR,

» And God provided bread. #i2{HaH,

* He even provides meat. HEZRIEHAR,

* (Exodus 15, 16, and 17) (iR RES 15-17F)

* But then, for three months, you’re just doing life. AIR=fERBXT, MRREEFE.
e Out. IE

eIn. £

e This. &

e Desert. BEEFH,

 That’s what we gather from Exodus 18. A EBFEAIIE+/\ZE T R3I89,



» Moses’ job seems to be to just settle disputes in this newly formed refugee camp. BRI HE LIEIFEMEEE
BTN RERART AL .

* And there hasn’t been much conversation with God. F#HIAIER B L,

e Just you. RBER

e A few hundred thousand friends. F1%-+E G,

e In the wilderness. 7EIBEH,

* Question: What would YOU do? HER: WRZMR, (RE/EEM?

e | can tell you what | would do. F I DA RIRIE S BEM .,

* Or, at least | can tell you what | would want. S{&:R, FRABELE(HEE,

o After all that has taken place, I'd want to meet with God. EFfEEZEA %R, BREABIMRERE.,
* I'd want to HEAR from God. FE18HHBEEIMAIEE:E,

* So, if you're Moses, and you've lived in Egypt, surrounded by Sumerians, all of your life, what do you do? #l%
MR ER, MEEFEZEENEREK, —SHEFESHFEBARR, RS EE?

* You go find a mountain. {RthEH—ES L.

 Because THAT is where you'll find God. EA&BMEH R A BRI,

* So, he leads the people to the base of Sinai. FTAEREERRE 7AW T,

e And then, it says, A1B2IEER,

Exodus 19:2-3 Hi&RKaE 19:2-3

There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. LABFIAZEIEILM TR, EE
FAEZIHIRE,

» Moses goes up to the mountain to hear from God. BEFEE L |LKIRIEEH,

 He wants to hear God in the wilderness. #{&ETEiEHEEFREEZH,

e So | want you to imagine this. FFIAEE(RIBI&— T,

* Moses goes for this hike, maybe in a way that is similar to something that YOU have done. BEFALFIEIRE
HEFR AN IRR B RF BB .

* He is in nature. BB A,

* He is observing. hEIER{F4H.

* He's moving up the mountain. & &1L,

» And certainly, he’s TALKING to God. &%k, ftt—EEMMHEE.

* “Lord, Speak to me. Show me. Meet me here.” “EIl, RIRE. FEIRNE, EHERIR, ~

e And then we read: A& (IER:



Exodus 19:3 HiRKEC 19:3

The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
people of Israel: BRFIZEfHEIL EIEMfhER: “REEHKSRESR, RAMUBIIA:

» Moses has a MOMENT in the wilderness. EEFGEHEEF A IEE—ERFZ,

« Which is important for us to recognize as it relates to our own lives. ¥FEFERAMFFMALEHIEEEE,

e See, it’s not simply about the wildermess. 1R&, BENMEER EIEET,

* Moses moves toward God in the wilderness. EEFETEREEF RS,

* He inquires. fthzERS,

* He creates a moment. = KEEHAIRFZ,

e He says, “God, | know you’re here. | need to hear from you.” #7E:R, “fRI, FAEIREE. HEEEZRR, 7
e [t’s not wilderness for wilderness sake. ERZE—EIERIIEEY,

* If you find yourself in the wilderness, you have a choice. WRIREESIREEE R, HEREIEEN,

* You can sit around and lament, and wonder why or how you got there. {RB]CALTEAERIE, REEZE T E(E
s,

» OR, you can assume that you’ve been brought to this place so that you'd pursue God. {Rt3A]LAZR A IBIRE
EREER T 2R,

e |llustration: Pandemic Drive £&{4l]: JZ|5EARS

* | remember early on in our pandemic lockdown, coming to this realization. ¥ iC5—BIAEISHIEISERE, BB

BF—4%,

e | think we’d been shut down three weeks. HFIHHELIET =

* | had gone for a drive to simply go for a drive. FBEEHER R 248658,

» And had this crystal clear moment of realization. EE—IZIFEIRE BB REN,

* | remember saying, “God, | think you want to do something in this. At the very minimum, you want to do some—

thing in me.” IiFHER, “HIN, HEGNREEEBERBEPITEN, £, REAHERITSN,

 And that created a seismic shift in how | navigated the coming months. BB A ZIFEF O PRIEEN R NS T 2B %
& B rREE

* | began looking for Moments in the Wilderness where | might hear God in ways | hadn’t heard him, or hear him

say things | hadn’t heard him say. FFAZKIPLIBEFPROGZ, FEREUS TN ANIERH, ERIHEEE.

* You can be desperate and alone in the wilderness, OR, you can be confident and in community with God. {R¥8]

MEREE BB EBEE, IiE, (RoUBENMEE,
 The choice, truly is up to you. Ei%{E, TEHRIEE,

* Moses looked for a moment in the wilderness, and he climbed a mountain to do so. EEFR{EIEEY = ok, &

tBllXBRME,



* Now, let’s continue reading. BMIREBT &,

» God meets Moses and tells him what to say. fHEEIRAAEMRE SREMEE B AGRIIEE,

Exodus 19:4-8 HIRKEC 19:4-8

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the

earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that
you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set be-
fore them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said,
“All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord.
A'HKEIRRAFRTHIE, MAHMERT, HERBUBREMEEEE L, FREXK, 5 M5 1 BB IRAEE,
EBIFENY, METERPERNTR, BE2HHEEN. 6 MMIERRMEIANEE, AEENER, ' BLEEMR
EEHRUBIIA, 7 7 BERES T RENERER, ASERFIFEMBL MRS PIEEIFRA. 8 BHBEREBEER: N
ERFNEEFRERAY, HMHMEET.  EEMITEHNERZERME,

e So now let’s look at IRFEFIPIAEA

A reminder in the wilderness. BEEFHAIIRT.

* Do you notice how God begins this conversation? {RiTEZH 2 ERERIARERIE?

e This is important. BREE,

* God begins by reminding them of his love and grace. #EIIRREEIFICIRER D FItRA0E R B B

* He reminds them of how he bore them up on eagle’s wings. fRIREEMB I BIRGEUNFNBIIAEEERFE L,
* He tells them that they will be a treasured possession. fHEFMBMPEHNEE FE,

* He reminds them that they are a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. #&ERMMPEERIINEE, EZNFE,

e And this has so much significance and tells so much about our encounters, our experience, even our expecta—

tions, of God. BYREE, ERE THRMMEE, HMEMLEMEMIERRT.
e Let’s talk through this for a moment. ¥ ffiZ %k — T,

» God starts by saying, “Trust me! I’'m taking you to a land that is flowing with abundance.” AR, “tBEH!
HEEMRMAENAEEEEM.

* But, Then, God leads them SOUTH, and AWAY from their promised destination. #31&, & EMMFE T, =2=ER
BT BT <M,

» They go down, the cross the red sea. fiffiX @ FZFi@B4LE,
e And now they are in this desert. IR7EMFI7EIREF R,

¢ And Sinai, the tallest mountain around, in the middle of this deserted wilderness, is where God meets them.

A=, BEssl, BUERENES 2+, FEHEtMEmaits.
* Which has bearing on our experiences with God. &E1z5 T P9 Ed e A A8 FE

o | want to remind you of something Bo spoke to last week. Because this points to a same thing. B L—T

L8t (Bo) BEIRIERIRI—H,



“Favorable circumstance is not the reward. Hearing God’s voice is the reward.” FF@EMNEFEASIIRE, MEEZ

HERERE T B RE,

* He brings them to this place, and the purpose in doing so is to reveal that the goal is not abundance. 78

fIzitt, BENMEEBENEF TETEER.
* The goal is abiding. #45FrIEBARRER.
e |t's abiding in God. Ed#AYEEA],

 He wants them to get this. But he also wants them to understand something else. ##{&:EU @5 ARHIE—2,
Bt R MM R S5 —8h,

e | want you to notice the order of what he says. & T B HREFAONF.

* He says, fbi,

Exodus 19:4-6 HiRFEC 19: 4-6

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of

priests and a holy nation.’

A FARRAFTNE, (MAPERT, BERFBUESMAEEEEL, FREK. 5 NSHMASEERIETKLEE,
EBFENYG, MEEERPEERNFR, BASHHERN. 6 MMAZRZHRENEE, SERNER, ’

* You saw what | did. {RFIERFKITHIE.

* NOW, | want you, to do this. IRTEF 7 LIRFIEEM

e | want you to obey. FHREXRIRFIHEME,

e And IF you obey, THEN, I'll do even MORE for you. ME{RFENE, HEAIRMITERENSE.

e By the way, in the next chapter, chapter 20, God gives them ten commandments, and begins to unpack the

law. IBER—E), T—F20%, #MGaitfi+KHa, LRARHIERE.
 And this is hugely important for you to see. B ¥R ERMEBEN—E,
e He’s giving us the order of how he works, #4518 HAb1TEH9EE],
e and how we work with him, BB ML IERAER,

e and it ALWAYS starts with Grace. FiBRIE 2N ELRRIAM,

e It always begins with Grace. FREEIEMEHAYEHBIIAN,

* Think about this. He starts by reminding them of what he has done for them. #818%&., #H—RAKIERMAENE
SUANEBM T T,

» So when God starts speaking, what do they start hearing? &R, ARSI ATIEEE?
* | love you. FE/R,
e | believe in you. FABEIRIF,

* | have a plan for you. FAEHREIZR,



e There’s a purpose to your life. {RFINEmREEEEN,

* That’s how God always starts the conversation. E48. 20 :E0FA0RIA,

e He always begins with Grace. fth42 21 B BaEI14,

* And he always reminds us of his love. fth42 212EEFFIMth =T,

* “| bore you up on Eagles wings.” “WNEASA0 IR fE3RE 7

* You got lifted out of your circumstances and barely lifted a finger. {RABEI—EFIEBIT A LIEIREBE RIS,

» God didn’t go to the people of Israel and say, “Listen, I've got a plan for you life, but you need to commit living
eﬁpaz’cicular way. " HIRBEERHUBIIAR, "BE, BEMEMANEGEETEIN, BRMAELSEIREENHE
Eo

* He didn’t say, “For the next six months, show my that you take my law seriously, and then, I'll rescue you.” #f!

REH, R TRANERE, RRERIMRETBENRE, AR, SRR,
* No! He simply rescued them. T 2Bk WEIFXM 7 .

e He saves them. #3807 #b{f9,

e Like being lifted on Eagles wings. 2@ I E2E -,

e Sheer Grace. T2 2 FH,

L'

o And then he says, ‘Ok. Now that you know I’'m for you. Now that you know | rescued you. Will you listen to

7 REMER, T, IREMANEBREAMRMIFEHRNME, REMABERER TR, RPBSIEERE? 7
» That sequence is important. JIE%EEZE/,
* The order of this matters. EEXFEREE,

* See, if it was law, then deliverance, then we would translate that as, “If you obey, then God will accept you.”

A, UREREE, BER, BERMASEEREE, "WRIRIER, IBEEMERZER, ~

* But since it’s deliverance, THEN law, we instead say, “| am accepted, therefore | obey.” ER AR IR, BiE
%, BARMZEES, HWEWESHN, FRARERIER., ~

* And that, is the heart of the gospel. BMEFLZEREZAIZIN.

* Im accepted because of Jesus. I've been rescued And because of that, | lean into his loving voice for direction.

HAEZEESMWIES T, HELKEN, Alt, BEESEIBEMENE S KT EAME,
» On the surface, the difference might not be that noticeable. TEXRE L, EEZERIFTBENIES|IATEE,
» But deep down, these two are worlds apart. {EEERE, Emae A5,

e A person who understands the gospel, or who understands this sequence, will being motivated by love and

gratitude. —B 7B#EENA, HE—EERESERFOAN, SWREMREHE.

e And the other person, the person who says, “I better obey, if Im going to be delivered”, is operating out of fear
and insecurity. AT IAEERR, "HRIFIERR, BEETEREK ., BERNAMBEENTIEN LR,

* One is operating self-centeredly, the other is not. —(AEENRBEF L, S—ENE.



e Ask them, “Why are you obeying?” NSRRI, “IRAEMEIBR? ~

e And he answer, ultimately, is TO GET THINGS. fh[E1%, 84, 25755 —LLEn,

* You’re trying to manipulate God into blessing you with your behavior. 2&1 B4 #H KR ZRIITASMAENR.

* Not only that, their obedience is always conditional. MERiEkk, fFIRIEIRER KR,

» They say things like, “I've been doing what I’'m supposed to! I've been generous, and I've exercised self control,
and I've served...I'm doing ALL of these things... WHY isn’t God blessing me? i3z, “Fe &M 7 FoE %A !
HRIREE, MERERERE, KERS. . RMTE—T. . ATESRIREHIE? 7

* But a person who already knows what they have; E2—ECE&AEBCHEETENA

* a person who has experienced grace; —{EKRE T BHAIA

* Who understands the chasm that has been crossed to rescue you us, —E 72 (#) A&7 MK MHEEEHEEN
AREIA

e THAT person simply lives out of love and appreciation BACK to God. FMEA R Z/EEAEEEHNEREA

e Which, by the way, explains something that a lot of modern Christians struggle with in the Old Testament. JIE{&
@2, EERBERZIEAEAEREEN LN—EFL.

o If we keep reading, God meets Moses. IR 4E4EE, #HELEMEIE,
* And there’s clouds, BE

e And smoke, BIE

e And fire, X

 And thunder. BEIS

 And the people are genuinely intimidated. A3+ 184

 And we sort of stand back and say, “Why God? Why all of the theatrics?” EFIEIEELIE—H R, “#, BE2A
FEIR? AtEEEEERME?

e If you've already shown us your love, why the intimidation? WR{REEFHFIRBRNE, AHEEER?

e Here’s why. REAZIEE,

 Human beings tend to swing between two poles. AZE{E[E A £ m 1RGP HEE .,

e One side we have Legalism. —I221® % T %,

* On other, License. Z—E2fTEEHESR.

» One group os bound up in trying to obey to earn God’s favor. —#A At BmSHAEEE,

* But the other group, the license group, they say, “But I’'m already forgiven. God is love. And so it doesn’t mat—
ter what | do or how | live, because God has already forgiven me.” B—ig&, ’T*ﬂEE HEZM, MR, “ERREK

WRRT . MEE, UM ENE EREEHRAR, BSHEERFERT,

* And in some sense they are right. TE—LLAEMPIZEN,



 But in another sense they are completely missing the point. B2ER2—ERE L, Mf<eiEk 7=,

* See, there is a difference between RECEIVING forgiveness and OBSERVING grace. &, TEZIMBMERIE
ZERBERN,

* See, | can experience God’s forgiveness, but | also need to observe grace. ¢ Now, what do | mean by Observ—
ing Grace? FAIMKFEMIER, EXROEFEEFINRH, FERAEMHEERIR?

e |t means | simply need to know how far God has come to offer me forgiveness. Fi 2R EBLEH A T HAFE
BT ZIR,

e lllustration: Watch #§Z: Fi&

* | few years ago, a friend of mine knew that | liked watches, but didn’t own a really nice one. #%Fg], FHAI—1E

RAERERTFEE, BHIRB —I5IIFRIAY,

» So a few weeks go by and | get a package in the mail and it’s this watch. e Really beautiful. #{EZ88E T,
K2 T —EEER, EHe—XFik. FEHEE.

e And | knew it was nice...nicer than my other watches. FEAIEII2EIFNR., . EERANEMIRELT,

 But it wasn’t a brand | knew. {BBB{ERAEFH AL,

* So | looked it up. FTAFHE L48Z,

* And it turned out to be about ten times nicer than my nicest watch. #&RZFINIPEZ R IEERFHREBETFHE,
* At that moment, the watch | was holding didn’t change. BB, FHFHAENIZROBEIIRBLE,

e It didn’t transform. BIHEHE,

 But | saw it differently. BEEETEAE.,

* So in the smoke and fire and thunder and cloud, God says, “YES, | bore you up on eagles wings, but | don’t
want you to forget who | am or how far I've come. Because the more you understand that, the more captivated
you’ll be by my graoe T ORRIA, TIEFE%)\EF' R, “Eh, ?ﬂzﬁDETE@MFﬂ STEE L, BERBEAEERMLEHE
HUARINET 2R, AAMRETHRE—, (RMERRNREMRRKRS,

» And THEN, you will be who | created you to be. #A1&, 1RMERAIKAIEIRKRARN,

* And notice here what they are told. E/ETEZItE R FIEE,

« If you'll live this way, you’ll be my treasured possession. W RIRFIEREE, RMEBRAHKNIZE,

* You'll be a kingdom of priests. {RFI& K AXSINEE,

e You’'ll be a holy nation. R EAEZNEIR.,

e What's he telling them? #7E& R thFa(ER?

e 3 things. =15,

» He's telling them that when you live in this grace bathed relationship with me, you’ll be my treasured posses—

sion. HERMMSIRFIEEERBERSBEELNEERT, RBSNSERIZE,

» That phrase, in the Hebrew language speaks to personal wealth or private wealth of an individual. ¥ & 151E

al, ARARETEEBREANTE.



e He will treasure them THAT way. HEZEENEEURIIE,
e Kingdom of Priests. &XSIMEE,

» What are priests supposed to do? S BMAE(TEE?

e They are mediators, right? fEH{R, EMH?

e They show people who God really is. fb{fIBER4E A S EIRAI—1IH,

%fH’F

* When you live this way, in loving gratitude, not out of fear and insecurity, you’ll reveal God to others. E{RiE#

BE, EEMNREAH, MARERBMALH, RMEn s AERE,
 And then he says ,”You’re a holy nation.” #X1&#:R, “RMAREZHNER, ~
e What does that mean? EEZtEEEIE?

» Well, the word “Holy” has more to do with purpose than it does purity. “BEiR”iE{Eza, tbEcEdsl$ERE, FHB
BB R .

» So what is he saying? FTIA, fRTER{TEEIE?

* He’s saying yoUu'll have a purpose. #iE:RIREE —EBH.

e A reason for being. TF/ERIRE,

* Which is what leads into our final point. B &M &ZEN—2,
A vision in the wilderness. 7EIEFHHNES/ 2%,

* And when | say that, I’'m not describing a hallucinogenic encounter. EIEXRGIFE, HARER —ELIRIE
JF&,

e I’'m talking a picture of the future that is preferred F 27 —ES ABENAREE S,
* A vision that longs to be fulfilled. —{AEER EIRAFES
* A mission, from God. — 1B+ M2 EdR,

* We don’t often read it this way, but the ten commandments, followed by the law, was a vision statement. F¢{f

AEERKIERE, BETH, MEMRNPRE 2—EERNEES.

* [t was picture being painted of a preferred future. E—E{ESBFMRKNEIZ,

A way things could be. EYGRAEIENIFER.,

* See, Moses was a prophet in a prophetic religion. EEFGE—EETEN M SRR,

By the way, Christianity is a prophetic faith, vs a mystical faith. B{@:R2%], EBEHE—EASLAMENEN, MAE
—{EfRFR RIS,

* And prophetic faith aims to transform the world in God’s name. Se&IMERIEMABZE M ZEL TR,
» A mystical faith is a faith that flees the world in spiritual escapism. B MEREIEBEOREFFHRBHEHR

e Christianity is prophetic. EB#HEMmAN4H,



» Which means that that an authentic faith encounter should result in a world—shaping force. EthBKEERENE

I EREERRREBHFNNE,

* Yes, we go up the mountain to experience God, but we come down to a world that needs us. 289, HIEZ

I E ARG RS, (BERMIB T ILERIEEFERAESR,

* We ascend. #HM L%,

e And then we return, with a vision for a preferred future. #AEIHMIEIRK, HE—EBEETFHNARKNER,

* Miroslav Volf, in his book, A Public Faith, says this: K ZBEr AW REMNE (—ELARAEIN) :R:

“The Christian faith malfunctions when it is practiced as a mystical religion in which ascent is followed by a
barren rather than creative return, a return that has no positive purpose for the world but is merely an inev-

itable result of the inability of a flesh—-and-blood human being to sustain unitive experience over time.” -
Volf, Miroslav. A Public Faith

“EEBRENREFEHHNRHECRERR, EEREMMERE. AEERAP, LAZREEENORMmIELS
EMNEER, EEANEERHTHTSARIENEN, MRARNRNZEREFES —EBRNLARER. ” - KEX, KE
Bk, —EARBEN”

* In other words, hearing from God isn’t simply about you feeling better about yourself, but instead about you
joining God in what he’s doing in the world. #a)zE:, REFFNBES MEERANMEECREERT, MmN
{RIDARE R LTI SEIE,

 Let me say it this way: You leave the wilderness differently than you entered itiE31E1x2KsR: BEFIBEEAIRER
AERIENPEEF AR

e And that, makes all the difference in the world. TiE{@E, {F—tI#HAR—ix.

 God desires that you would hear him. #;82{RAREEMNE T,

e But a moment must be created. B2 N EZRISER—ERHE,

» And it will begin with being reminded of what he’s done. E&1tHFIMIREEHFIMASE BRI,

e And it will include a future that is more beautiful than the one we left. B2 8 S —ELE B FIFREEEITFHIFRIE, o
That is his promise.i& & I FEEF

Benediction &

May you be men and women who hear the true voice of God. May you be men and women who experience mo—

ments in the wilderness. May you be touched by grace. May you not just simply receive forgiveness but may you

observe grace. May you enter into the flourishing life that Jesus has delivered to you. In His name, Amen! &R

RRBEENES. MIRMEEBRTPIEZ], FRRFIREEEE, BIMAAREEESRIZIMNERMeE 1R
B, FRIRENBMRET RIS RN ! FNEESE, P!



